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Rep. Guy Travaglio

Butler

(724) 284-82s3

(724) 283-s8s2

From

Title:

Fax #;

Phone #:

MESSEGE:

Re: Butler Co. heolth center/community college hearing

This is to update you on the DOH's continued activities to provide clinical public
health services in Butler County. The informatlon on the attached lerter sent to you from
forrner Dep. Sec. Gurian, dared Aug, 14,2001, is current in this new fiseal yeil, with the

exception of one of the three "Children's Communiry Care" sites listed for
immunizarions. - the Evans City Road site was closed by the provider, and we will get

the new address for you shortly.
As you know, a public health nurse was assigned to Burler County starting in the

just-concluded fiscal yetr, working out of the DPW offices in Butler. She acends

nurnerous community events/meetings and conducts outreach -- the core public health

functions of communiry assessment, client referral and service coordination.

Please feel free to call with auy questions, of course --

Thank you

Deborah M. Grffiths

Pennsylvania Depafl"ment of Health v P-O. Box 90 v Harrisburg, PA 17108
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OEPAHTMENT OF HEALTH

DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR
PUELIC HEALTH PROERAMS

August l4,2OOl

The Honorable Guy A. Travaglio, Jr,

House Box 202020
4 B Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvani a 17 L2O-202020

Dear Representative Travaglio :

This is in response to your recent letter to Governor Tom Ridge regarding clinical public

health services in Butler County. As you are aware, the Depanment of Health's contftct with
Bufler Memorial Hospital ended on June 30, 2001 , During rhe last year of that contract, health

care providers located in the a,f,ea, including Butler Memorial Hospital,.were approached to

determine their interest in contracting with the Department of Health to provide an expanded

level of rhe sarne four public health clinical services (Sexually Transmitted Disease, HfV
counseling and testing, Tuberculosis, and Immunizations), Butler Memorial Hospital elected not
to pursue a new agreement. The Department therefore proceeded to develop alternarives to that
contract.

I am pleased to advise you that the following commuiity based providors are providing
the four clinical services:

1. Sexually Transrnitted Disease.

Family Health Council, Inc. of Pittsburgh is providing STD services at 165 Brugh
Avenue, Butler, PA 16001, and at Slippery Rock University Health Center, 255

Grove City Road, Slippery Rock, PA t 6057 ,

2. HIV counseling and testing:
a. kene Stacy Community Mental Health Center, dlblaButler Armstrong AIDS

Alliance, lTzllillvue Drive, Butler, PA 15001.
b. Center for Behavioral Health PA, Inc., dlblaDiscovery House, 301 Smith

Drive, Suite 3, Cranberry Township, PA 16066.

3. Tuberculosis.
In the years 1999 through 2001 there was one active case of disease of TB in
Butler Counry. As potential cases occur, TB services will be provided by public
health sraff in Butler County and referred to clinical services as needed.

posT oFFtcE Box 90, HAHnlsBuRG, pA 12108 717-797-9957
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Representative Guy A, Travaglio, Jr. 2 August 14, 2001

4. Immunizations:
a. Children's Community Care:

i. Two Landmark North, 20397 Route 19, Suite L26, Cranberry
Township, PA 16066.

ii. Zinkhamm Insurance Building, 502 Evans City Road, Suite 204,
Butler, PA 16001 .

iii. 61.9 Souft Pike road, Sarver, PA I5055,
b. Cranberry Pediarrics, 3 Saint Francis Wuy, Suite 104, Butler, PA 15055.

In addition, rhe Department has assigned a public health piofessional to Butler County to
provide public health core functiorrs such as assessment, policy development, service
coordination, and referral in suppon of individual and community health efforts,

Your concern that information was not shared with your office when requested has been

addressed wirh the Southwest District Director, Susan Myers. Standard protocol for legislative
requesrs is to refer them to our Office of Legislative Affairs. However, it was appropriate for
Ms. Myers to respond directly to your office with such information and we regret any

miscommunication that may have occumed.

If you have additional guestions, please contact Deborah Griffiths, Director of the Office
of Legislative Affairs, at (711)783-3985. Thank you agaiu for your concern and attention to this
issue.

Sincerely,

t/': Jo (

G*y L" Gurian
Depury Secretary for
Public Health Programs

Senator Mary Jo White
Representative Elinor Z. T ay\or
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July 5, 2001

The Honorable Tom Ridge, Governor
Com monwealth of PennsYlvania
225 tlain Capitol Building
Harrisburg PA 17120

Dear Governor Ridge:

It has come to my attention that the PA Department of Health has not renewed the Health

Center Contract with Butler Mernorial Hospital, which is located in my Legislative District- This

Health Center provided vital services, such as irnmunizations, oounseling and testing for sexually

transrhitted diseases and HIV, as well as testing for tuberculosis, etc. This joint effort wras part of
your plan to eliminate the State Health Centers in three (3) counties in_Pennsyvania. This plan

*ar tirought before the Legislature three (3) years ago, at w[ich time I was against it - I am still

against taling the Health Center away from the residents of Butler County.

What alarrns me is that at no time has anyone from the Department of Health, either from

Harrisburg or pittsburgh, contacted my office or another elected official from Butler County to alert

us to yet Jnother change that this is going to take place - a change which would affect the well-

being of the residents of Butler County. When my offrce called Susan Myers in the Pittsburgh

OfficL of the Departrnent of Health, who is responsible for this area, we were told to call a

Harrisburg nurber to get any information. lf Ms Myers is responsible for this erea, then she

should have been the one to call me first about this ohange.

This year's budget provided a 12,8o/o increase in the appropriation for State Health

Centers. With this increase in funding and the failure of your pilot prograrn for the three (3)

Health Centers, I am requesting that you return these Health Centers back to the residents of the

three counties which were eliminated. l would also request a status report of what the

Department of Health plans to do and the timetable for its institution.

Thanking you in advance for your attention to this matter, t remain

Sincerely yours,

Llo, J
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
1 1th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

GAT:jg

cc: Robert S Zimmerman, Secretary/Departrnent of Health
Senator Mary Jo White/Senate of Pennsylvania .

Re presentative El inor Z 1 aylor lHouse of Representatives

a
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Senator Mary lo White

Senate of PennsYlvania

168 Main CaPitol Buitding

Harrisburg PA t7L20

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI\
OOMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA

HARRTSBURG

November 13' 2001

our citizens.
What about adult immunization services such aS flu clinics? The PPA only

serves children?

What about Northern Butler CountY?

physicians are concerned about seling other doctor's patierrts' One concern

is as follows:
L. A child is seen by a PPA physician and given immunizations' The next

day the child's parent is concemeO iftaftfte child is having a reaction b
the vaccine. Who do they.""'uuo"i it? The physician that gave the

va..ine is reluctant to see th; child/ because this is not their patient'

The child's own physician it ,.utrtt i'tt to see the child' because he didn't

give the ,u.iin"l wienr DoEi THE PARENT TAKE THIS CHILD?

z. If physici.niao no[ choose to continue with the PPA' what Vpe of

continuity d;;this create toi Butler citizens? This potential change

would seem to create needr.ss contu=ion and result in poor service to

Dear Senator White:

since I will not be able to attend the meeting scheduled in your office.on November 14th'

regarding current health services u*ituul., I would tite to respectfully submit the following questions'

*6i.n I rlrould like to have addressed:

1. when will an operational office be available to the citizens in Butler county vs' a desk in the

Welfare officei' Wilt there bsa nurse with secretarial support?

z. wiil phone carrs be answered by the Armstrong county_office in the future? what proportion

of the pr,on" .utts ,u.eiued in the Armstrong county omce are from Butler county residents?

3. If an office is cost prohibitive, what was the cost of the Pitot Proiect vs' state Health center?

4. What was the cost of the Pilot Project?

5. concerns have been raised regarding ppAs (preferred provider Agreements):

a. Immunization; Four siteS have been set up, (2) in cranberry, (1) in Butler and (1) in

Sarver.
i.
ii.

ilI.
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d/
GUY A. TRAvAGuo, lR'
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

l1th LEGISLANVE DISTRICT

Pg2/ g?

b. sexuaily Transmitted Diseases: Two sites have been set up at Family Planning

clinics. Concerns in this regald are:

i. How comfqrtable wirr ttrEse sites be for men to seek out services, be@use

they are generally femir" iJnt"r.al witt giy m"n be comfortable seeing

sewices in these sites?

ii. If individuars have morar objections to Famiry planning over abortion issues,

r..o**irling*iiithuvbet.odotlergforservices?
c, TB services have been returnel io lne state Health Depaftment, and Butler county

residents are being seen in the Beaver, r-u*r.n.. and Arrnstrong counties' with no

physicar officsavaTrabte in euJuiJo", tt',s mean residents mus[ travel 20-10 miles

one way to be seen in either fi$nning, geavei' or Ney Castle? How well will

travelingthesedistancesSerueButlerCountyresidents?

6. How are the Hodge Funds, that were wiled to he used in Butrer county, being accessed?

SAFEKIDs organization reappried lglrunai in June of this year and have heard nothing

regarding the appricatiln,-'sArrKlDs [ui purrnereo witn tire state and Local Police' fire

stations, catholic cnaiities and other agencie: to provide infant car seats' bicycle helmets'

smoke detectors ,na"iii. 
"Jrotion.l 

t'aieriats suitounding the use oj these afticles to

famiries in need in erii"i il;t. wh;;;;;'ih.r. fr;;f wtiai is the current balance, of

these funds? who nuiiont or over ti"*i How wilr they be accessed in the future?

I wourd appreciate having these g?nrrls addressed, If you need any additional information

regarding this inf,Limation, pleasi do not hesitate to conhct *..'-thunr vou fot yo" assistance' and I

loo-k forwatd to receiving a resPonse'

a



Questions to ask:

1. When will an operational office be available to the citizens in Butler County vs. a desk in the
welfare office? will there be a nurse with secretarial support?

2. Will phone calls be answered by the Armstrong County office in the future? What proportion
of the phone calls received in the Armstrong County office are from Butler County residents?

3. If an office is cost prohibitive, what was the cost of the Pilot Project vs. State Health Center?

4. What was the cost of the Pilot Project?

5. Concerns have been raised regarding PPA s (Preferred Provider Agreements).

a. Immunization: Four sites have been set up, 2 tn Cranbery, I in Butler and 1 in Sarver.
i. What about Northern Butler County?
ii. Physicians are concerned about seeing other doctor's patients. One concern is

as follows:
l. A child is seen by a PPA physician and given immunizations. The next

day the child's parent is concerned that the child is having a reaction to
the vaccine. Who do they see about it? The physician that gave the
vaccine is reluctant to see the child because this is not their patient. The
child's own physician is reluctant to see the child because he didn't give
the vaccine. WHERE DOES THE PARENT TAKE THIS CHILD?

2. If physicians do not choose to continue with the PPA, what type of
continuity does this create for Butler citizens? This potential change
would seem to create needless confusion and result in poor service to our
citizens.

iii. What about adult immunization services such as flu clinics? The PPA only
serves children.

b. Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Two sites have been set up at Family Planning clinics.
Concerns in this regard are:

i. How comfortable will these sites be for men to seek out services, because they
are generally female centered? Will gay men be comfortable seeking services in
these sites?

ii. If individuals have moral objections to Family Planning over abortion issues,

how willing will they be to go there for services?
c. TB services have been returned to the State Health Department and butler County

residents are being seen in the Beaver, Lawrence and Armstrong Counties. With no
physical office available in Butler, does this mean residents must travel 20-40 miles one
way to be seen in either Kittanning, Beaver, or New Castle? How well will traveling
these distances serve Butler County residents?

6. How are the Hodge Funds, that were willed to be used in Butler County, being accessed?

SAFEKIDS organizationreapplied for funds in June of this year and has heard nothing
regarding the application. SAFEKIDS has partnered with the State and Local Police, fire
stations, Catholic Charities and other agencies to provide infant car seats, bicycle helmets,
smoke detectors and the educational materials surrounding the use of these articles to families
in need in Butler County. Where are these funds? What is the current balance of these funds?
Who has control over them? How will they be accessed in the future?
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DEPUTY SECBETARY FOR
PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS

September 20,2001

The Honorable Mary Jo White
Senate Box 203021
168 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17 120-3049

Dear Senator White:

This is in response to your recent letter concerning public health services in Butler
County. As you are aware, "public health core functions" will be provided by a public health
professional physically located in Butler County, at the Department of Welfare, 108 Woody
Drive, Butler, Pennsylvania 16003. Those core functions include community assessment,

service coordination and client referral. This public health nurse is also supported by an

additional staff and staff from the adjoining counties of Armstrong and Beaver on an ongoing
basis. Clinical services are provided through a number of community-based organrzations and

our nurse.

We believe our community health nurse will effectively address public health needs. We
also have the ability to mobilize additional staff as needed, should the nurse identify specific
circumstances which merit increased staff, and will certainly exercise flexibility in that regard.

Deborah Griffiths, Legislative Liaison for the Department of Health, will be contacting
you in the near future to schedule a meeting to discuss Butler County services. Thank you again

for your interest and consideration.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Si

S

Gary L. nan
I ol

* Honorable Guy A. Travaglio, Jr.

Honorable Jane Clare Orie
Honorable Daryl Metcalf
Honorable Frank LaGrotta
Honorable Richard Stevenson

cc
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