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February 4,2002

Mr. Paul F. Hastings, Chairman
PA State Veterans Commission
Bldg P-0-47
Forl Indiantown Gap
Annville, PA 17003-5002

Dear Chairman Hastings:

I am writing to you in response to the State Veterans Commission's recent letter conceming funding for the
Delaware Valley Veterans' Home. As always, it was a pleasure to hear from this important decision making
body.

As you pointed out, there have been a multitude of problems, which have led to the delayed opening ofour
sixth state veterans horne. These delays, in part, are somewhat reminiscent of the delays associated with the
opening of ow fifth state veterans home in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I too, am disheartened to leam that this
facility will not be ready to accommodate the southeastem Pennsylvania veteran community before the
legislature recesses for the summer months. Nonetheless, I assure you and your colleagues that I do indeed

take great personal interest in the timely completion of this home. In my capacity as Majority Chairman of
the House Veterans' Affairc and Emergency Preparedness Cornmittee, I will work on your behalf to ensure

that the necessary funding levels for this veterans' home are included in this years upcoming state budget.

As well, I will apprise my House and Senate colleagues ofthis budgetary issue, thereby establishing a

coalition of support for this long overdue facility.

Thank you for contacting my office on this important mattff. As always, I remain extremely impressed with
the State Veterans Commission's ability to speak as "one voice" for the veteran community of this great

Commonwealth. Together, you and your colleagues have been able to accomplish many legislative
initiatives, which have greatly benefited the veterans you serve. As the Majority Chairman of our standing
committee in the House of Representatives, I stand shoulder to shoulder with each and every one ofyou on
this crucial funding matter, and look forward to assisting the State Veterans Commission on future legislative
matters of concern.

Best regards,

PAUL W. SEMMEL, Majority Chainnan
Veterans Affairs & Emergency
Preparedness Committee

PWS/prh
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February 5,20A2

Honorable Mark S. Schweiker
Governor
Comrnonweatth of Pennsylvania
225, Main Capitoi Building
Han isburg, PA 17120

Dear Governor Schweiker,

It has come to my attention that construction on the new Philadelphia Veterans Nursing
Home will be completed in May. However, it has been relayed to me that the opening
and operation of the facility will not commence until November. I have been told this is
due to a delay in funding for the staffing and supplies of this new facility.

I am opposed to any budget "gimmicks" that will delay the opening of the Veterans
Nursing Home! lt is a disgrace to all of the hard work our veterans did to get the new
facility completed and then to have it sit idle due to funding delays. Please do
everything in your power to get this new facility opened at the time construction is
completed.

Sincerely,

presentative Matt Wright

MW/ah
C: David Sanko, Senior Counsetor to the Governor

Senator Robert M. Tomlinson, Chairman,
Senate Military &Veterans Affairs Committee
Representative Paul Semmel, Chairman,
House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Comrnittee
Representative John M. Peael, House Majority Leader
Representative John E. Barley, Chairman, House Appropriation Committee
Major General William B. Lynch, Adjutant General ,z
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Februory 12,2002

Honoroble Mott Wright
House of Representotives
House Post Office Box2O2O2O
Mqin Copitol Building
Hoi'risbui'9, PA 1 7 1 2A-2A20

Deor Representotive Wright:

Thonk you for your Februory 5, 2OO2 letter to Governor Schweiker regording the
scheduled opening of the Delowqre Volley Veterons Home.

As you know, the Governor presented his 2OO2-O3 Executive Budget to the
Generol Assembly on Februory 5, 2002. Given the current notionol economic
slowdown ond its impoct on the Commonweolth's Generol Fund revenues, difficult
decisions were necessCIry to develop o budget thot is bolonced ond reolistic. Every
effort wos mode to ensure thot funding levels for essentiol progroms ond services ore
odequote to continue effective operotions, ond we believe this budget occomplishes
thot gool. Ihe budget proposes to increqse spending by only 0.6%. Also, the budget
continues the Administrotion's commitment to tox reductions by proposing to cut toxes
for the eighth stroight yeor. ln oddition to the funding provided for educqtion, heolth,
economic development ond the environment, the budget proposes criticol new
investments in o Homelond Security lnitiotive designed to strengthen Pennsylvonio's
emergency preporedness ond response copqbilities.

The proposed 2OO2-03 funding omount for the Delowore Volley Veterons Home is
more thon $8.5 million. This funding level will provide for the phosed opening of the
new veterons home. lt is expected the home will occept its first residents in the foll of
2002. The Administrotion remoins committed to providing our veterons with the best
focilities ond core possible.

Agoin, thonk you for toking the time fo write ond express your thoughts on
funding for the Delowqre Volley Veterons Home ond pleose do not hesitqte to bring
other rnotters of concern or interest to our ottention.

Sincerely,

/k--ifu* t#,N*..{*',i! ---- --

Robert A. Bittenbender


