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The Honorable Robert W. O'Donnell
Speaker
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
1,3 9 Main Capitol
Harrisburgr, Pennsylvania L7LzO

Dear Bob:

Everyone who knows you, and especially those who have
known you for the length of time that my brother John and I
have, take such great pride that you have become the Speaker
of your House. In a State where the words itpublic officialtt
have become synonymous with mediocrity or worse, you have
always set a standard for honesty, decency, compassion and
pursuit of the truth. I have always considered your career
and struggle to be one of the few examples of a good and
decent individual triumphing over the entrenched morass of
politics in Pennsylvania.

I recently read a similarly inspiring story about Coke
Stevenson who was speaker of the Texas House in the l-9 3 0 , s
and later became Lieutenant Governor and Governor. This
story appears within a larger story of Lyndon Johnson in
Robert Caro's new book about Johnson which is being
excerpted in the New Yorker Magazine. I am enclosing a copy
of the article for your reference with the relevant part
highlighted as r thought it's guidance might be useful in
your new duties. I am also enclosing for your consideration
the prop used by Coke Stevenson in presiding over the Texas
Legislature.

Bob, I knour you will be a great Speaker. Please do not
hesitate to ask me for any help that I can offer.

W S personal regards,

JAM M. WHTTE
al Counsel
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