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State Bepreseutst,lve Robert W. OrDonaell" D-198th,

wtI1 iatroduea a b tll whcn the General AesenbI.y recoaveneg

whlch n111 eaable the clty to garnteh the rreges of Hew

Jersey residente who are dellnquent ln paylng the cf,ty

wage tar.

Uader cutrraut Iar, every taxl,ng authoutty tn Ehe

atat6 hes the polrer to garnleh sages to collect delinguent

taxes. OrDonnell'a bJ.11, whlch 1111 glve the elty t,hie

polrer, le deelgned to snLble the elty the tseaaa by whleh

tt car colleet over $25 uLlllss iu dallaquent taxes ored

by New Jers6y realdeots.

"Th ere l,s tro logl.eal reaaon why eve ry t axlng aut hor-

lty ln Peanaylvenla hae thle porrer and we do not , " O 
t Donne 11

sald, "tre ueed thLe tool to collect Ehe ullllons of dollare

owed by ltew Jeroey residents, Eooey, wbtcir lf collect€d,

eould obvtate the aeed for au tnerease ln properry taxes oa

bur own ettyts tresLdents.n

O tDonnell t e btl-L ls belng co t spouaored by !B&ny ottrer

uernbera of the Phll.adelphla delegatton.
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OIDCN]NM,L ATTrcKS NON-RESIDM\T TAX CUT

State Representative Robert W. O'DonneII, Chairman of the House

Dsrocratic Caucus, today attacked Hor:.se passage of a bill tlrat \^IcuLId slash

PhiladelSfii-a ' s non-resident wage tax by nearly one-thlrd.

O'Doru:ell ca1led tLre progrcsal, vfrrich cor:Id cost the City $56 million in

lost tax revenues, "another attenpt by suburban legislators to cri5ple the

City's economy. " Ttre bill rapul-d cut tlre Philadelphia wage tax paid by

jn-state sulcr:rban conrmrters from 4 . 3I percent to 2.9 percent.

"At a time vfien state and federal cutbacks endanger the deliveqz of

hr-rnan senrices in Philadelphia, ttle City cannot afford to lose additiornl

revenues to workers whro already take their wages out of the Cityr" OrDonnell

said. "ILre alternative prolrcsed by thre sulcr.irban legislators is to e>pand thre

City's tax base into an area thrat has heretofore been resenred for the

pr:b1ic schools. This will , of course, fi:rther r:rdermine tLre Philadelphia

pr:blic school systern. "

O'Dorrrell said thre bill "wouId encourage additional flight to the

subtrrbs by givinq non-residents an r:nfair tax break. Thr-is kind of tax

cut is sinply irrestrrcnsible. "
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PHILADELPHIA-aTea OFFICIALS TACKLE TAX REFORM

sixty-one state, county, and city officials from the five-county Philadelphia

metropolitan area met toalay in an extraordinary Legislative Srmnit Meeting to

develop a regional plan for tax reform.

State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell (D-Germantovrn ) , the House Majority

Irlhip. who co-chaired the meeting with City cormcil Presid.ent Joseph E. coleman,

praised the Council President "for his efforts to get a dialogue going bet$reen

the City and suburban officials. This surEnit meeting was a result of leaalership

on Councilman Colemanr s part."

orDonnell calIed the session "a two-fold success. First, everyone sat

down together and. talked constructively, and, second, r.ve came to an agreement

about how to approach this problem. "

That approach involved. the appointment of a Tax Reform Task Sorce consisting

of coleman, o'Donnell, state Senator vincent 'J, Fumo (D-south PhiladeLphia), and

State Senator .lohn Stauffer (R-Chester County).

OrDonnell said "we agreed to convene this comnittee to come up with a

proposal within the next few months that will outline statewide tax reforms and

not just changes in our local wage tax structure.

"southeastern Pennsylvania is the last piece of the puzzle for. statewi-de

tax reform. But with this new willingness to \"rork cooperatively, Irm optimistic

that we can put together a concrete anat viable tax plan," orDonnell concluded.

* * * 30 * * *
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: ROB DIINHAM, 843-,1700"

GOODE THANKS OTDONNETL FOR STATE AID

Philadelphia Mayor I^I. Wilson Goode has thanked State Representative

Robert W. Of Donnell (-D-Gerrnantown) for his role in gaining passage of the

new city business tax and for increased state assistance to the City.

In a lett er to O 
t Donnell , the }tayor wrote : otl want to thank you r as

the Eouse Majority Irttrip and a senior member of our Cityr s delegation in

Harrisburg, for your help in obtainlng a new business tax and $21 million

in additional state aid. I particularly appreciate the key role you

played in securing the enactment of the business tax , . o which I believe

wil-l greatly improve the economic cLimate of our City. rr

OrDonnell served as floor marlager for the business tax bil-l and was

a negotiator for Phi.ladelphia on the s'tate budget. Mayor Goode said he

ttgreatly appreciated" OIDonnellrs support on both of these measures,

adding that "Ehe new state budget provides the aid we need to improve

basic services. tt

The state budget raised state assistance to the School District of

Philadelphia by more than $20 million, in addition to the increases for

city services.
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