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state P'epresentative Robert 1,I. 0tDorurell, Chair:nan of the iouse
Denocratic caucus, today attaeked Governor ThornburSh r s -oroposed eutbacks
ln servj-ces tor the eIder1y.

rrThe prcposed budget f or fiseal yea r 1g82-1g}j eontalns iz.?5 raillion
of cuts in state subsidles for senior cltizenst pro3ramsru CrDonnell
said' lrThese euts ar3 bound to produce serlcus recuetions in serriee for
Fhilacelphia t s eJ-d.erJ-y, and f or sone people the eff eets will be

eatastronhic.rf

R'eoresentative 0 tDonnell called the Governor I s plan to shif t prograns
fron the statets general fund to the Icttery fund ra fraud. This rshiftt
is reaIIT an attempt to elininate the general fund as one source of
funcing' sinee Iottery funds are alreacy totalrr- dedieatec to suppor+-:n3

senior citizensl prcgrarns, thls will lneuitably result in furr-her. seruice
cut'cack s .

I'The 3overnor also wa.nts total di_.cretion over thls futrdj-:r3rrl

crDonr:el1 sr''c' rr3ut r berieve that the best Suara.ntee fcr senlcr c.i-,i-ens
i s ccnlr::ued 1e3r s]_ati.,re oversi Ght. rt
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November 29, 1984

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: ROB DIJNI{AM, 843-1700

LEGIS LATURE APPROVES $ 10 I,1r LLION FOR SMIIOR CENTERS

The Pennsylvanla General As seurbly has approved a b111 that earmarks

$10 milllon ln srate loEtery funds for the consEruction and renovatlon of senior

cenEer fac1lltles.

SLate Representatlve Robert i.l. OtDonnell (D-Germantown) ' Ehe House Majority

i,Ihlp and a strong suPporter of the proposal' called the btll "good news for senlor

cltlzens and senior cenEers across the state'"

o'Donnel1 sald the blll' whtch passed the House and Senate unanimously'

"wlll make close to $l-8 nlllton avallable for senLor center construcEion in

Phlladelphla. AE a tlne when the center for older Adults' Northwest' and

other senior centeEs are undertaklng costly constructlon Projects, the btll

iodld be particulariY helPful' "

COA's constructlon work on the old Vernon Park Llbrary building wl1l have

cost an estimated $380,000 by Lhe cine of 1ts compleElon' 0'Donne11 exptalned'

The GermanEown leglslator sald much of Ehe lrnprovements are st111 unfunded'

"The Governor has 30 tlays to acr on thls bi11"' O'Donnell sald' "but I am

extremely oPtimistlc EhaE he will slgn iE"'
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ApriI 4, 1985

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Ben Schuster 843-1700

$50, ooo in State Lottery Funds for S.O.W.N.

Legislation to provide $50,000 for the Supportive Older Women's

Network (S.O.W.N. ) in Pennsylvania was introduced in the state House by

State Representative Robert W. O'Donnel1 (D-East Fa1ls).

S.O.W.N. is a group self-heIp program for women over 50. The

program first started in Northwest Philadelphia and there are now groups

in Roxborough at the INTERAC Senior Center and another opening soon in

Chestnut Hill.

O'Donnell said, "S.O.w.N. helps its members remain self sufficient

and able to deal with the problems that older women frequently face".

"My bill will make it possible for this valuable program to be

offered to more women in more locations across Pennsylvania".

Currently, almost 64e" of the population 60 years o1d and over are

women. By the year 2000 it is projected that more than two-thirds of the

elderly population will be women.

O'Donnell said, "S.O.w.N. was designed to help women cope with

their special aging problems. There is no better use to which we can put

the State Lottery Eunds".
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October 8, 1985

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ConEacE: Ben Schuster 843-1700

Representative 0f Donnell Co-Sponsors Senior Cit,izen Reassurance Bilt

State Representative Robert W. OtDonneL1 (D-Germantown) co-sponsored a bill

ln the llouse that creates a state-r lde, coDmunLty based senior citi.zen lelephone

monitoring systeD to provide daily safety checks for participating elderly

?ennsylvanians .

Representative OtDonnell said, "Many senior ciEizens in PennsylvanJ.a

live alone, rrithout frLends or relatives nearby, This program provldes theu

with,an opportunlty to conmunlcate rdth soneon.e each day.t'

The legislation Lrould requlre counties and Area Agencies on Aging to

develop and operate a telephone nonLtorlng syster staffed, vhenever possible,

by volunEeer operators. Each day senior citizens who choose to partielpate 1n

the program w111 call the operators to repo"t that they are havtBg no problems.

.If a partLcipant does not call the uflllsted nurnber by a speclfied tLme

each nornlng, the operator will attexopt to contact the person by phone. If

no oue ansr,rers, a neighbor or a relative w111 be asked to aake a personal

safety check. When reglstering for the program the senior cltizens designaEes

the person who 1s asked to make the safety check.

Representatlve 0rDonneLl added, "This legislation ts based on sinilar

programs already operatlng successfully ln several parts of Pennsylvania. .I
believe this bill merits serious consideraEion and prompE acElon. The General

Assembly has a responsibility to helP l[eet the safety needs of our older cicizens.r'
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