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announced that the Department

(L & I) has completed work on

Wayne Avenue. The houses had

complai-nts sinee March, Lg74'.

I198

State Representative Rgber! OtDonnell (D-Germantown)

of Licenses 'b.nd

abandoned hou's'e's

been a source of
.,.. -'', i l

These two houses'were part of the List which eommun'ity

group representat,ives and. OtDonn.ell had agreed r^rereltihe major

problem houses in Germanto$rn. Vandali.sm, f ires, wild b:nimals

and breaking i'n by del,inquents,- were the major eomPlalnts f iom

the neighbors.

The group had conven.ed last year to dtscuss the failure

of L & I to clean and sea,l these houses. The group subsequen,Ely

b egan strong lobbying ?f f orts with t,he Department, and the

Managing Director I g office to begin work on these houses. 11

addition, plans r^rere prepared to bring suit against the cifl

Eo force L & I to do the repair work, in the event Lhe lobbying

effort was un$uccessful.



The t,hreat of the suit aud the continuiqg lobbying

efforts of t,he communit,y groups plrotrpted t-he city !o agfee

to begin work on the houses. The eity began wgrk on the

houses over the winter, wieh ghe laeU Ewo t'eajor problep"

houses, 5342-44 Wayne Avenue, being cqtrBl=ee ed en Aprrl 22nd.

Democratic comrqitteepersortg Rqn Brawfr aqd ;.Dennis Blqnt

were j olned by neighbors to wra,lch th,e !ilayne Avenu.,e f eup4ir

work. Work was eompleted on ehe houseq.thaE day,

Although, minor repalrg still need Eo be made on a few

houses on; the community groupg | 1isE, O t Dennell saId thag

plans Eo begln suit have been dropped. This decision w4s

based on comp liance with the egreemenE t o clean .and F.,eEl Lbe

houses.
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O'DONNELL ASKS rOR CONTTNUED PROSECUTION OE' TTAZI WAR CRIHI!{ALS

State Representative Robert Iy. OtDonnell, fphiladelphia,
receitly sponsored a resolution which catletl for the tsxtension of
the German Republic statute of limitati<ins regarFi ng Nazi War

Criminals. A similar version, which had bee: introduced in the

State Senate, was the version that was event-:a1ly transmitted to
the U. S. Congress and President Carter.

"These crimes against humanity should not go unpunished, "

OtDonnell said. "The passage of time doesn't eradicate their
enormity. Mankind must not be allowed to forget the victims of
the Holocaust. If we allow these crimes to go unpunished, if we

all,ow the victims to be forgotten, then we r,'il1 have failed in our
duty to do everything we can to prevent this from happening again.,'

O'Donne11 said that he hopes that the pennsylvania resolution

more



add or,e/O 'Donnell r'

and ones from other states will pressure the German Federal

Republ ic into extending the statute of limitations .

The resolution passed unanimously in the House and the

Senate.
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State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell (D-Germantown)

introduced a bill which would prevent ie"f estate speculators

and tax delinquent landlords from hiding behind fictitious

registrations of their property.

Under current Iaw, there i"'*o requirement that real
property deeds list the actual name and address of the purchaser.

As a result, it is difficult for the city to find the owner in

a tax collection effort. Additiona1ly, it allows real estate

speculators to neglect a property, then sell it if neighborhood

property values increase "

"Perhaps more important than the delinquent tax aspect is

the fact that area residents will be able to find the owner of

an abandoned house and hold the owner accountable, " O t DonneII

said. "As a result, the community can put pressure on individuals

to solve the problems of abandoned houses, which are of great

concern in our neighborhoods. "

30



:r.- : :: :.- l_,itl i.: :Li-'J*

CIiAiR!,iAN OF TH!:
DEMCCI?ATIC CAUCIJS

'1{'
,:- ...::. 

"afilt+.. -..,"1.J 3123 coNR.{3 E-:-PEET
'- ,,dr.l'i:..*qsx,T pi-ilLADELpHr,\. PENNSYLVANTA tsr2e
,/'r_:-..i*;ii;-,,.:,\ (2,tg) €,43-I7OO

5 ';-; rr-.'-
4T2 MAIN CAPITOL

HARRISBURG, PENTYS'r',LVANlA t7 I 20

HOUSE CF iTEPRFSENTATtr\'EE (717) 7A3'I593

COra"{ N'ION\I/EALTH OF PEN NSYLVA}I tA

FoR RELEASE $d3NDAY, APRIL 26, L982
10 A.M., CAPIIOL MEDIA @VIER

CONIACT: RoB DLTNTBM OL7) 783-1593 or (2LS) 843-1700

O IMNNFIT;L I}IIRODT]CES NI.XT.,EAR WEAPONS ERffiZE REEERENDUM

HARRTSBURG -- State &presentative Robert W. O'Dorurell, D-Philadelphia,

today Elnnounced tlre introduction of a bill placing a nuclear t,veapons freeze

referendtrn on the Novernber baIIot.

Orhrurell said "tlrere is wide-spread opposition in Peru:q1lvania to any

nuclear altils build-up. Ttris referendtrn provides a nechrarrisn thrrough v,tr-Lch

the people of Pennsylvania can eq)ress tlreir conerns to our national poliql

makers. rl

Tkle referendtun r,vrcuLd ask for an adwisory opinion frcm the rrcters of

Peru:sylvania on the qr-restion: "Sha11 ttre United States propose to tlre

Soviet Union that both gorrernnents jrrnrediately agree to a nn:tua11y rrerifiable

freeze of a1I fi:rther derreloprent, testing, production, and deplolznent of

nuclear warheads, rnissiles, and. delivery qlsterns? "

O'Dorunell, vftro is Ctrairman of tlre House Democratic Caucrrs, caIled the

nuclear arms race "extremely dangerous and morally j.ndefensible. More than

140 million Anericans r,'puld die in a nuclear war betraeen tlre srq)erpo\^/ers.

If both sides can destroy the world already, it doesnrt make much sense brying

to make your weapons more destructive. An arrns freeze, ds zuggested in tLris

referendi-rn, r,.nuld sigrrificantly reduc.e tlre threat of nuclear exterrnination

because it is mutual, not r:nilateral, because it is rrerifiable, and because

it is realistic. "

*rc* MORE ***



MJCLEAR FREEZE RETERMJDI.M

ADD ONE

O'Doru:ell said thre ctrrrent nuclear anns budget "has seriou.sly hindered

tlre delivery of hr-rnan senrices by tlre Ccnnronwealth of Peru:sylvania and by its

m:nicipalities. " He added tkrat continued financing of the arrls build-up

"ulcu1d exascerbate thris problem and furtlrer destabiLize bo*I State and

National econcmies."

Representatirre O'Dorure11 said he expected bipartisan support for the

rrEasure, and he is "hopeful that tlre referendr-un will pass and that the rrcters

will have ttreir say. "

Also pr:esent at O'Dorurell's announcerrent raere William Grassie,

co-ordinator of tlre Pennqghzania Canpaign for a Nr:c1ear I,€a1rcns Freeze, and

thre Rev, Dr. Albert E. Idzers of tlre Pennqglvania Council of Ctrurchtes.

*** 30 ***
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State Representatifre Rcbert W. O rDonrelL (D-Cer:nants,,n) today annou:ced

that tJ:e Pennsylvania Fish Ccnmission nay inocease the state al-location of trout

in Wissahickon Cxeek by as nEnl. as 71000 fish.

"Although the Fish Cqnnission could not prcrnlse nE that ttris lear's +q=rinr=ntal

allocation ralould be increased, t' O lDonnell said, 'rf received a firm cqrmiErcnt

that Wissahici<on Creek r.puld recreire rcry higr priority for nr:re fis?r if they bec'ore

available. I am inpressed by tlre Connission's concern for the pr:blic ard their

respoosiverness on the question of future trout stocks in ttre Wissahickon. "

O'Donnell recently reguested ttEt ttE Fistr Connission reyise its suhstantjal

redlrtion in Wissahickon Creek trout allocations, calli.ng the Wl-ssahickon "a

u"rigue ard exoeptional urban resource. t' Based on an operlrental formul"a,

the creek is slated to receive 13,100 trout tl:is year, dcon f'rcrn last yearls

stock of 35,500 fish.

In a Ietter to OrDonneII, Pennsylvania Fish Cdgnission President Catwir J.

tiern said. "our ns'r prograa is in a dereloEnental stage ard we're c.rertainly

wil linq to nake improvenents ard adj ustrnents to better serve anglers and marnge

our resource. I'm optimistic tlat an cp-porturdty will arise for scne positive

adj ustrnents in r:nique urban fisheries. "

Accor.dinq to Kernf a prewious 20,000 trout stocking allocation "apparently

provide<i satisfactory recreaLional- e>q:erience (nekinq the Wissahickon) a good

fishery frcrn the vieqpoint of both tlre Conmlssion staff and anglers,"

***nDre***



ADD CNTE

WISSATIICKCN TROUT

orDonnell said ,,as the stocking season Progrresses, tte Fish cormission will

recalculate the nr.rber of fish at its disposal. It is possible that as nary

as 125,000 of the state's 5 million trout will be udltocated at that tire,

ard that solre of tlese fistr will be released in the wissahicl<on this year.

,.I am exErqrely optimistic t}rat we \^2111 be l-ooking at increased stocking

levels in t}re conilg years, " O'Donnell- corrluded'

***30***
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OIDONNELL INTRODUCES ZOO ASSISTANCE BILL

StaEe Representative Robert Il. o'Donnell (D-East Falls), the Ilouse

Majorlty Irtrip, today introduced leglslatlon that lrould for the first time

provide state operational subsidies to the Philadelphl.a zoo,

OtDonnellts bill, the I'Zoological Gardens Assistance Act,'r would authorlze

Ehe Department of Community Affairs to appropriate an estinated $400,000 to the

Philadelphia ZooLogical Society for the. operatlon, aiintenance aad imp rovemenL

of its zoological gardena.

OrDonnell, who has been a long tlme zoo supporter, cal1ed the Philadelphia

Zoo "a vitally lmportant cultural, educational, and tourlst attraction. I,Iel1 over

a million people, ineluding many thousands from other parts of Pennsylvania,

vlsit.ed the Zoo last year -- more than attended any other cultural institutlon

ln the area, 340,000 students parti.cipated Ln formal educalional programs ac

the Zoo. But the Philadelphia Zoo, and the other zoos in Pennsylvania, are not

among the insEitutions rec0d"ving state financial support," 0rDonnell said'

"This bill will provide badly needed funds Eo our zoos, allowing them to

keep up with Ehe escalating costs of feeding and housing thei.r animals.

Peonsylvaniats zoos need and deserve our state support."

*r{*30***
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O I DONNELL SUPPORTS COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON SCHUYLKILL FALLS

State Representative Robert W. O I Donne1l (D-East Falls) today announced

he wil} support the East Fa11s Conmunity Council posj-tion on the Schuylkiu ,,,

Falls Housing Proj ect .

In a letter to the Conmunity Counci1, O,Donnell said, "t believe the

SchuylkilL Falls Housing proj ect represents outdated thinking. It has not

been good. for the Projectts resid.ents or for the neighborhood. Ihis approach

to public housing should never be used again.

1I wiu support whatever position the Council takes on this matter.',

OrDonnell, Philaalelphia rs highest-ranking member of the State House of

Representatives, was in Harrisburg on legislative business d.uring the Councitrs

stormy September 26 meeting at which the Housing project 
',vas di-scussed. Maureen

Kane, OrDonnellrs legislative assistant, represented the East Fa11s legislator

at the meeting.

O'Donnell saial 'rit is extremely important not to Iet issues like this

become politicized across party tines because that aliverts attention from the

real problen, which is what to do about Schuylkiu FaUs. As always, I am

happy to meet with the East Fa11s Community Council on this or any other

matter, and to support the council ,s position on the Schuylkilt Falls Housing

Proj ect . !'
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OIDONNELL CRITICIZES SOUTH AT'RICA VOTES

State Representative Robert !I. OrDonnell (D-Germantowo), the Eouse

l4ajority Whlp, today expressed hls strong disappointmeDt at House votes to

lrater down or defeat flve biLls that rrould have divested Penasylvanla publLc

lnvestments from companies dolng buslness ln South Afrlca.

OrDonnell, who had Eet rdth district antl-apartheld actlvLsts fo1-lowing

a dlveslLture ralIy in llarrisburg on ltoflday, caLled the House opposltion to

dlvestLture ttshocklng and divislve. You have to wonder how serLous our

comltEent to Justlce and simple human dlgtrLty ls shen l,re taLk about the

evils of apartheld but do nothlng to lrlthdraw our public Lnvestnents fron

companies rdhlch take advantage of apartheld. rr

Ttre llouse voted to defeat or returtr to comittee four'bl11s that lrould

have requlred the State Enployees RetireEent Board, state-related colleges and

unLverslties, and Pennsylvanl.a city governments to ld.thdraw thelr lnvestxoents

from companles Ealntalnl'ng fLnanclal relationships wlth South AfrLca. It dld

approve a watered dom verglon of a b111 that r^rould have dlvested from buslnesees

with south African tles nearly $1 bi1L1on in siock held by the state Publlc

School Enp]-oyees RetireEent Board, The bill now vould Lirdt dLvestlture only to

those companles that fail to adhere to the ttsulllvan PrineipJ-esrr on salary and

workLng conditions for the blaek majority ln South Africa.

*** MORE ***



S OUTH AFRICA VOTES

Add one

0,Donnell said "critics of divestit,ure have claimed that disinvestment i

would be costry Eo pennsylvania taxpayers. But the st,aEe of Pennsylvania has

got no business doing business wiEh a country where discrimination is noE

merely a pervasive fact but where racism is the law.

,,We have a moral obligation no t to f inance aparEheid. The investment's we

currently ship off Eo south Africa should be reinvested in companies that will

provide jobs here in philadelphia and across Ehe commonwearth of Pennsylvania.''
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