
ROBERT W. O'DONNELL, MEMBER
4I4 WEST CHELTEN AVENUE

PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA t9t44
PHONET 2t5-Aa3-l7OO

COM M ITTEES

MINORITY CHAIRMAN
SUB.COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION

J U OICIARY

HOUSE OF REPRES ENTATIVES
COM MONWEALTH OF PEN N SYLVAN I,A

HARRISBURG

FOR IMMEDTATE RELEASE
Contact Jon lvlacks at 843-1700 or 649-5734

O ' DONNELL SUCCESSFUL TN FIGHT rO SAVE ETHICS LAW

House Bill 26 would have made financial disclosure iequirements
for publi.c officials,Iess stringent.ft would have eli:ninated the
requirement that public officials wait one year after leaving their
posts before doing business with the agency or government on vrhich they
served. rn addition, it would have alrowed persons to conduct limited
business with the governments which they served. opponents of the birl
said that in effect, it would have gutted the ethics Iaw.

"!r'e must keep the ethics law strong because public confidence

i.n government must be restored," OtDonnel1 said. "The current ethics
law wiLl- clean house and more importantly, will keep it clean at all
levels. "

State Representative Robert W.
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Iaw.
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OrDonnell
add I

fn addition to fighting to keep the ethics Iaw strong, during
Ilouse froor debate, o'Donnell argued that the philadelphia school
Board be brought under the current ethics 1aw. Last yearr s ethics
bill provided. an exenrption for the philadelphJ.a School Board.

OrDonnell has consistently supported strong ethics legislation.
He was one of the moving forces behind last year's ethics bill and

earlier this year, he and other reform-minded legislators lobbied
extensively for funding of the Ethics Commission.
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REFORM-MINDED LEGISLATORS PASS ETH rCS FUNDING

State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell, D-East Falls/
wissahickon, and a coalition of reform-minded legislators pushed

through the State House of Representatives funding for the
recently created Ethics Conunission.

OrDonnell, author of previous ethics code provj_sions, lobbied
e..tensively for passage of llouse Bill 5G, which provided gI00r000

in operating funds for the Ethics Corunission.
.tnwithout the appropriation of these funds, the Corunission

would not be abie to enforce the provisions of the ethics code,.
OrDonnel-l said. "It is i-ryeriative that the Commission be funded

before the Uay prim.ry. '
Upon receipt of the appropriation, the Ethics Cormnission wi1l

provide financial disclosure forms and formulate guidelines for
candidates and public officials covered by the Iaw.

"I'm hoping that the Senate approves this appropriation in
the next few daysr' O'Donnell said. ,,The only way that the abuses

of the past wilr end is if the commission sets adequate guidelines
and has the operating funds to insure that the guidelines are
adhered to. "

ctirances for passage of the bill in the senate are considered
extremely good.
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O'DONNELL },IEETS WITH COMMON CAUSE

State Representative Robert W. orDonnel"l (D-Gernantown), met today

w'ith officials of Cormon Cause, the pubIlc-interest lobbylng organization,

to prepare a leglslarive strategy for reforming po11tical campaign and lobbying

laws in Pennsylvanla.

orDonnell, the llouse Maj ority Whip, met with Mark Lichty, the Chairman of

Cormon Cause-Pennsylvania, and Randy Brubaker, a rrember of the Cormon Cause

State Governing Board, to discuss Common Causers proposals for linited publie

financlng of sLate electLons and for reforms in the staters loophole-rldden

lobby disclosure regulations.

ttCommon Caugetg Eaj or concerfl is that indlvldual voters have as uuch

access to their Governor as oonied interests do,rr Llchty sald. "Our partial

public financing bill rai1i. help ensure that that basic principle w111 be restored."

Representatlve orDonnell, a longtime advocate of good government legislation,

ca11ed the meeting "useful and productive. These measures are lmportanE reforns

ln our statewide ei-ectoral process and have a good chance for passage.t'

O'Donne1l has in the past sponsored bj.lls to srrengthen state ethics

regulations, and amendments to require candidates to disclose their campaign

contri.butlons before election day. Ile is currently a sponsor of two bllls to

require lobbyists to disclose what they are paid and how much money they spend

trying to influence public officials.
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OIDONNELL APPOINTED C}IAIRMAN OF NATIoNAI LEGISLATIVE CoMMITTEE

State RepresentaEive Robert W. orDonnelt. (D-East Fal1s) has been appolnted

Ghairman of the LegisLatlve 0rganizatlon and Management Comnittee of the Natlonal

Conference of State l-eglslatures.

NCSL Presldent John T. Bregg, Deputy Speaker of the Tennessee Ilouse of

Represent at Lves, saLd "lt ls an honor for me to appoint Bob OrDonnell to chair

this j-mportant natlonal colEliEtee whlch ln the next year will examLne r ays !o

promote the understanding and effecEiveness of Amerlears state legislatures.'l

orDonnell, the Majority Whip in the Pennsylvanla House of Represenlati-ves,

ln aceepting the appointEent, sald I'this chairmanshlp presents a chal-lenging and

exciting opportunity to take a look at how legislatures ln the other 49 states

work, and to find new hrays for Pennsylvanlar s legislature to become more

efflcLent, more effective, and nore responsive to our staters needs.rl

The National Conference of State Leglslatures 1s the preeminent professional

organLzation dedlcated to improving the quallEy of legislatures across the

country. orDonnell has served for the past year as Vlee Chairuran of the

organizaqlon t s legislatlve management coEmittee.
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HOUSE PASSES PI,.AIN LANGUAGE BILL

State Representative Robert W. O'Donnell (D-Germantown) praised tttis

weekl s House passage of a' bill that requires consumer contracts to be

written in plain language that would make them easier to understand.

OtDonnell said, "When people borrow money,when they rent or lease

an apartment, or when they enter into any contract ttrat affects their credit,

the possibility of being confused by complex language is very great. This

bill wiII make it less likely that consumers will end up payingi more than

they intended to because the contracts they sign are not written clearly- "

Und.er the bill consumer contracts would have to follow certain guidelines.

Some-examples of these guidelines are that the contract must use short words,

sentences, and paragraphs. AIso, they should avoid technical legal terms

as well as Latin or foreigrn words. And in addition, contracts should be

printed, in typesize and. ink color that makes them easy to read and. to find

particular sections.

"The consumer will have additional protection against unfair business

practices through this biIIr" O'Donnell pointed out. "Plain language in

contracts makes good sense for consumers and for businesses who want to

retain the confidence of their customers - "
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Legislat- e Report
State Representative
Robert W. O'Donnell

The legislature returned to
Harrisburg last week and one of
the first items on our agenda was
the resolution of a dispute be-
tween reporters and legislators
about media access to House Mem-
ber's financial documents.

Last sufltrner, reporters from
the
tot

Al l entown Morning Call wanted
a ea oo at cert-:-al_n expens e

documents of the state represent-
atives from'Le
newspaper aske
isan Managemen
I am a member

h County. The
he House Bipart-
ommittee of which
interpret the

House Rules on this issue. The
committee, not realizLng how
strongly the newspapers felt about
their investigative access to
these records, issued a narrow
legalistic ruling that the docu-
ments requested by the newspaper
could not be made available under
the existing rules.

The newspapers and a number of
legislators critLcized this re-
striction and suggested modifying
the rules to permit access to act-
ual receipts as well as to expense
vouchers. We discussed the pro-
posed change in our caucus meet-
ing and found that the legislators
widely supported further opening
their financial records.

The Rules Committee reviewed
the proposal and intrciduced a
Resolution which I cosponsored
that would change the rule in
question. This Resolution passed
unanimous 1y.

Prepared by the office ot
State Representative Robert W. O'Donnell,
Majority Whip
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Legisla.,rVe Report
State Representative
Robert W. O'Donnell

The rr,ature of a State RePresent-
ative's responsibilities is in part
deterrnined by vilrat happens in l'lashi.g-
ton. The vastly changing nature of
federal supprort for cities and states
has literally redefined our job de-
scriptions and has requlred ne to be
active in a different waY.

I have recently assumed the Chair-
nnnship of the Lar^r and Justice Cffirnit-
tee of the National Conference of State
Legislatuies, the association of this
cotr-rtry's state legislatures that is
working to protect the qualitY and
integrity of vital social prograrn. 

- -
As c6airman of this conmittee, I will
testify before Conggess and partici-
pate in the national policy debate on
issues such as ftmding for consumer
protection, Iar^l enforcernent , and crime
victim's programs.

In the lasL nonth, I have met with
the Perursylvania Congressiorral Delega-
tion to discuss the Grarm-Rudnnn
"deficit reduction" custs and other
aspects of federal fr:nding for our
state. I also met with Senator Gary
Hart to discuss the political nattrre
of these problons and the likely re-
sponse in the U.S. Sertate.

hlhile in the Past, a State RePre-
sentative could limit his or her in-
volvsrent to local or }larrisburg
activities and still be effective,
the nature of govenrnent in the 1980's
nc,h/ requires involvsnent in all levels
of goverrrnent including the national
level. As the role Washington decides
to take in addressing or:r problenr.s
continues to change, it is clear that

the way in vilrich goverrnnent in the
year Z0OO handles our problors will
te umch different Lhan it is today.
We have to act ncn^r Lo shape the future
face of gover::rnent or we will face
continuing crises as those changes
progressively limit our opporttmities
to respond.

NOTICE
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The rules of the SLate House
prohibit representatives from
mailing publications such as
"This Week in Harrisburg" in the
two-month period Preceding the
Primary Etection. As a result,
this will be the last issue I
can send you until after the
May 20th election.
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