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OIDCNNEI.,L INTRCDUCES HOMEO!{NER,S AID BTT,T,

State Representative Robert W. O'Donnell, Ckrairnan of the House

Dsnocratic Caucus, recently introdrrced legislation that would provide

property tax relief for firnncially needy honeowners.

O'Donnell- called honeovmership " second only to enplo)tlEnt as thg source

of famlly security ard social stability. "

, "People have been forced out of tLreir hones by increased property tax

assessnents caused by 'nej-ghborhood reqrcliilgr'" O'DonneII sa-id. "This

recycling brings an infh:x of new residents into a ccnnrunity, raisirg tle

cost of housirq and property taces ard driving out long-term residents on

fixed or limited incones. Neighborhood reclzcling nn:st be prevented ' "

The legislaLion "requires the Ph-iladelphr-ia Board of Tax Revision to

grant deferral of tax paynents resulti-::g frcnt increased property tax assess-

nents. The deferred taxes qould be repaid whren ovrnership of the property is

transferred, rr Or Donnell e>p1ained.

Represerrtative O'Dorurell said the bill "would strengttren neigfrJcorhoods

and the city by redrrcing the need for foreclosures caused by an inability to

pay. the city would receive full palznrent in the long rr.:n and the citizen would

get help when he needs it. "
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Representstlve O'DonneII said the referendurn r,.ould prcduce se"'eral

"si,;n.i:-i-cailtJ-y bsief:cial srCe-efi-ects. It r,vctild increase presil-re '3n lhe

staF,e l-ec;i--siaL';rq to act on the state referendutt, .and it',tCulC lrcrease

jnterest ard participaticn in tire Nor,'eirber electtcn."
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PASSES 2rrd TIME

The State House of Representatives has passed a constitutibnal

aEendoent that would enable later leglslatlon to grant property tax reLlef

for longterm homeowners ,

The amendment, wtrich has passed the General Assembly in two consecutive

sessions as required by state 1aw, wt11 appear on the statewide ballot in the next

Commonwealth general elecEion. If Pennsylvanla voters appxove the amendment

at that tLme, it u-ill become law,

State Representative Robert l{. 0!DonneLL. D-l98th, a leader of Hor.rse

proponents of the measure. call-ed the amendment t'an imporlant and necessary step

towards enabling the legisLature to create a more equitable property tax system.'r

OrDonnell sald, ttwe hrant neighborhood revlval, but the current property

Eax structure penalizes long tern resldents by raising their tax assessmenEs whenever

community development occurs. A new constitutLonal framework ia required that

would enable the leglslature to create a property tax deferral to protecE needy

homeowners froru being foreed from thel.r homes.'r

The constitutional amendment would permit tax deferrals for long time

owner-occupants in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. The Pennsylvania constitution

noIn, authorizes special property tax provisions for other property ovners including

disabled war veterans and oqmers of agricultural lands.

OrDonnelL praised "the great eo-operation among our delegation and between

the Phitadelphia and Pi.Etsburgh legislative.delegations in gaining House passage

of this amendment. "

**J.30,t**



ROBERT W. O'DONNELL
Ti{E MAJORITY WHIP

3425 CONRAD SrnEer
PHILAOELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 19129

(215) 843-r7OO

.l20 MAIN CAPITOL
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA I7I20

(7 17) 7a7.5a60
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

April 4, f983

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: ROB DUNHAM, 843-1700

O 
I DONNELL INTRODUCES BILL TO AID NEEDY HOMEOI,INERS

State Representative Robert W. OrDonneLl (D-198), the llouse Majority Whip,

this week introduced leglslation that would provide property tax relief for

financially needy homeouners in Phlladelphia and Pittsburgh.

orDonnell?s bill would require Ehe Phi.ladelphia Board of Tax Revision to

grant deferral of tax palments resultlng from increased Property Lax assesments.

The deferred taxes woul-d be repaicl when the horneowner can afford theo or $rhen

ownership of the property is transfered.

,.0 rDonnell called homeomership tta prtnclple source of community stability

and fanily securi-ty which the government has the resPonsibility to protect in

economically troubled times.

"Increased ptoperty tax assesments eaused by t nelghborhood recyclingt have

driven people out of their homes," OtDonnell said, rtand the problem becomes

greater ln periods of prolonged high unemp loynent. This recycling brlngs an

influx of new residents into a coxmnunity, raising the cost of housing and ProPerty

taxes and forcing out long-Eerm residents who canrt pay the heavler tax burden

lr'ith fixed or limiEed lncomes. The effects are especially severe for senl.or

eitizens.'l

Representative O'Donnell said "the bill r,ri 11 strengEhen neighborhoods and

the city by reducing the need for tax foreclosures caused by an inability to

pay. The city would receive full Pa)'rnent in the long run and the citizen would

get help rrhen he needs it,"
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HOUSE APPROVES MORTAGE PROTECTION PLA}I

StaEe Representative Robert W. OrDonnell (D-Gernanfown), the llouse Maj ority

Whip, today praised House passage of enabling legj-slatlon for an emergency program

to protect unemployed homeowners against mortgage forecl,osure.

The bill has been referred to Ehe state senate for final- legislati-ve approval.

The Ernergency Ilomeowne r Mortgage AssisEance Program would provide state

loans to homeowners in d.anger of losing thei.r homes as a result of financial

hardships beyond their control. Borrowers would be ellglb1e to recelve up Eo

$5,000'.over a three-year period, 0'Donnel-l expl-ained. The homeowner would then

repay the loan when he or she was financially able.

OrDonnell said the Eortgage assistance plan was "a homeowners lnsurance

po}icy against unemployment. Six thousand people across Pennsylvania may lose

their homes because they are out of work and have used up their unemployment

compensation. A person should not be forced to give up his horne just because

the economy ls in trouble. This plan would protect Ehese people from economj,c

factors beyond their control. rr

OrDonnell called the bill I'a first step, but an important step.

Since this is enabling legislation, the proposal will not go j.nto effect until

the legislature and the Governor approve subsidies to finance it."

Several proposals are now being eonsidered to subsidize the plan which

will cost an estimated $25 million a year, OrDonnell said.

***30rk**


