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Sor aiI,*iti*nel i;rfomation co;rtact Jon ,"{ec*s at f ,1 3-L?3*

fi | toidl;Hl.L $1y.)p,3fi.T's i:IGiiIS rBlrc&t r$ti sIi,Ls

Stnte R*pr*s$nte,tiv$ ilohert t}' .]onne].I , D*FlriLs.cl.rilphia,

51:ilcs$ufu13.y ar-ryue,i, for the faln:rairle reirr:rt,ing frum oflfirr,tittete

of 'tr'fi) house bi.lls l*hich rtrovi.de a,i..ritional finaneLal, ai* for
eollega gtu'-leints.

O r Donntall , Ini.noritp cirmirinaa of tire suilror*fiiitger: on trightlr
eJuc.ltion, hse .]iven etrong support tcr the hl3.1s ,&a reportet Ln

ecnrritittee, nn<3 t"rlll t*prit fErr th*ir p,sss&rJe hy tlrer emtir* Flouse

i n Jaailary .

i{r::,1,s,} si}l 1{t?;t is n5e.$Lgne-* to Lncreasr+ th* fundls availablel
far Fe"ns:.sYlvania i{J"glr*r Ertuc*tion Sssist€rnce 3,gen*y {Fii$:rr&} loans.
In a,:idl bion, th* bilL 'proviil.*a ft:r s rs*irsticn J.i:, L:r.* int*r,;st"
ratc1 rs lt tltl} lcan*. fitt, 'rij.Citiciral f un*,s r+ilt- b* raise.L iry the
LsSi-L$.n** Of iI{:tI ft:v.4*tlc} l:r:n,*s. The ioe:ls 'ucrJ.,JLrl^ h*l Su,.afa}rte*r1 by

t.-o: f il$er*l rTsv"lrru;ler;rl,

"iiou$.:;g ::ltLl I,l?: lrrc,Ji:les i'r,:ilrj*,:]. f*rcis fcr col,Ietle studenLs,,,

f't !-r:r



r,j, : ritr:/rlr j.)nl.:Ii

J'3onn:l-i sri.i. 'T11,: i:,rforlail:i! of :rir;h+r crji:;..1lhr for jBr

yo'rth :arinct Je overst.rtrld. f Etronrll? ssirport j:ilis suli :g

this 'rrirj.ch r+iLl, ease t:re Sinencial :rur,"le ir ca e:csc :Ioinj to
colleqs . "

'Aoot:ier ')oal- UL're .*s'rsct of i:hi.s ::lLl ts tr.rat :llrc fund,s uLll
not cilrne fron our statc Lr;( ,iollars . Tie fun;ls wil I :c:pe f,ron

thcoe investi::g Ln ti,tr, rev!:irue bon-ig issua,:t 5y P;.:i.?.,q. "

;iouse 3i11, tl19 raisas the ceill;:q o:r the aiBou;rt, c:lat ts-le

stou] ca& Day Eo cor,muri t'1 coiLefelr on r-:ehal f of :iie sponsoring

rauniclpai ltics. These palzrents ar'; us€(: to reii:burse tiio co!.leges

for operetJ.ng costs.

"Studcnts at car,rsitnl, ty coll.eges 'orould iace a lar.;e tultioa
lncgcaae ulthout this rddirional fundlng, " Ot llonn€l.l seLrl. "Passage

of, Lher bllL wi,l.l be ellt rnany neighborhood resiilents trho at-ten'j

Phlladelrihla Conctuni ty CoiLage. "

OrronneiL alsc srtpSrcrt{re aa t!:dendnent to iiB .119 wirLch lortl:l
brinq the bu.:ryce noatinqs of tlte Board of ?r,rst$€ s of Cc;nrui:i ty
Col.leqes unCer Ure "3u::shirre .1ct. " rrxeti,i:{t3 whicll aro 'a-r.:l+r t"iris

ace are open to tirc g,rb1ic.
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Rel ease Date : t\/5/79

"0'Donnel I Bi I1 to Ai d Handi capped Students,'

State Representative Robert l,l. 0'Donnell, D-Phi'|a., has introduced a bi'lt to

alleviate the financial problems oi the Pennsy'lvania School for the Deaf and three

other schools for the deaf and b'lind. The bill also provides additional support for
handicapped students in other approved private schools.

The bill wi'll aid the four schools for the. deaf and blind by a'llowing the schools

to negotiate the students' tuition and maintenance reimbursement amounts with the

Department of Education. The current 'taw places a strict Iimitation on this amount.

"By allowing schoo'ls such as the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf to,negotiate

reimbursement amounts with the state, many of their current financial problems will be

solved," 0'Donnell said. . "The standard to be used in negotiations will be 'r.easonab'le

and necessary'costs. This will help the schoo'ls while still setting a'timit on the

negoti ati ons . "

The biI'l also supplies additional funds for schools providing special education

programs

"State support for these institutions has been lagging far behind the actual cost

of operation." 0'Donnell said. "By raising the maximum reimbursement allorrled, the

situation being experienced by the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf can be avoided in

other schoo'ls . "

0'Donne'll, a member of the House Education Conunittee, said that the change in

reimbursement level for the four chartered schoo'ls for the deaf and blind is to take

effect immediate]y, because of the serious financia'l situation in those schools.

###########
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HOUgE OF REPRESEi\JTATIVE5
COUM()NWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

IiARRISBURG

ivlay 19 , 19 I 0

For Imrnediate Release

contact Loretta wltt at 843-L70c

O' DONIIELL, ALPHOT{SO DEAL LEAD fLqtLY TO SAVE GET SET Pfr,OGRAIU

State Representative Robert IrI, O ' DonneLl , D 19 Sth, ancl

Alphonso Deal, candidate for the state legislature in the

i8lst legisl-atlve dLstrict were the featured speakers at

Frldayts rel1y to eave the Get Set Day Care Centers.

The Get Set eenters coul<I elose if a Departraent of Pub1ic

glelfare proposal goes into ef fect on JuIy 1, L9 g0 .

The raIly, attended by an estirnated several hundred

parents, ehlldren and teaehers. was held at the State Office
Building at Broad and Spring Garden Streets.

o'Donnelr began hls remarks by urgiag the parents and

chllelren to attend a rally in i{arri sburg thi s week . He

pledged his contlntred supnort to the parents in their ef fort
and sal-d, he rvould bo wit,h then at the l{arrishurg rally.

O' Donnell told the crowd., "titere is talk of division
between blacks and vrhites in tne Philadelphia leqislative
caucus and there ls talk of d.i'rision betr+een Rer:ubli een and

Dem.ocrats in llarri shurrT . BUL , rolherr it comes to out: chr 1cLren,

\/
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HQUSE OF IQEPRE$Er\TATIVES
C(}MMCNWEAT-TH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

Page 2

Press R.elease $ay 19, 19 B0

there l,s no dlvision and there must. never be any division,. ,,

"tlhen you get to Flarrishurg, yotr must be roud, antl you
must be clear- rf your messaEe to the Departnent of welfare
is loud, and if your message is cIear, we can accompllsh our
goal. '

o t Donnell- is a member of t-lre Hcuse Conu'aittee on Eclucation
and has conslstently Elupported the goal.s of proqre,ms such as
Get Set.
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HOUSH OF RET]RESEI\ITATIVES
COMMOT.IWEA.LTH CF PEN I\ISYLVAN IA

3.1 25 :Ot.l RAC ST:?E'-T
PHIL ,DELPIti q. PENNSYL.'iANIA' 9I29

,215) 8J3-170C

412 MAIN CAPITOL
HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVATIIA 171?O

( a17 \ 7A3-1593

January 23, I98IFor Immediate Release

Contact : Jon Macks at 8 4 3- I 70 0

O I DONNELL INTRODUCES BILL TO ABOLISH SCHOOL BOARD

State Representative Robert O'Donne11, D-Philadelphia,

has introduced a bill to abolish the School Board and replace

it with a School Committee appointed by the mayor.

The announcement of O I Donnell I s action came at a press

conference at the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel last Wednesday.

Several other legislators who are co-sponsoring the bill

attended the conference.
'. The bifl provides that the Schoo1 Committee will have the

powers of the current board, plus two additional responsibil-

ities. The Committee will have the responsibility of develop-

ing a plan for the financial reorganlzation of the School

District and presenting it to the General Assembly by July L,

1981. In addition, the Committee must present a plan for a

permanent management structure by December 3I, 1981.

The biII provides a "backup" administrative structure in

the event that the legislature fails to act on the Committee's

plan. This structure would permit each succeeding mayor to

appoint 4 members of the Committee at the beginning of the

term. The remaining 5 members of the Committee could be

appointed two years later.



OrDonnell said that this structure, pdtterned on the

recommendations of the Charter Revision Committee, i=

designed to give a new mayor a degree of input into the
governing structure at the beginning of his term. The

check on this grant of power is that a mayor will not be

able to appoint a majority on the Committee until midway

through his term.

orDonnell said that he hopes for passage of the bill
in the early spring. He has discussed it, with other House

leaders and is working to get full support of the philadel-

phia caucus. A large number of Philadelphia legislators
have already agreed to co-sponsor the biIr.

30



ROBERT \,','. C'D()NNELL
CHAIRMAN OF T!.{E

DENIOCRATIC CAUCUS

,-+,\
'q ;:, 

" 
-,r.'!r+r' '*1L.1xi.r., -a3fq f.,;t.i J"1im*+

- lGD ''..--'' ;*a.j
,- ,)^i:.rltigi--( '"

jt: - :''Y!.'- '.6

3423 CONRAD STREET
PHILADELPFi IA, Ptr}I T.I SYLYANIA 19129

, 215 ) 4.13.:7OC

4I2 MAIN CAPITOL
I{ARRISBURG. PEt.INSYLVAt{lA i7tzO

(7171 743,-1593
HOUSE OF REPRESEIUTATIVES

SOMMON\A/EALT}J OF PENNSYLVANIA

For ImmediaEe Release

Contact: Jon Macks at (7tl ) ZA3-1593

April 2, 1981

O ' DONNELL LOBBIES FOR SPECIAL ED FUNDS

State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell, (D-198th), intro-

duced an amendment oa the Bouse floor which approprlated $30 ruil-1ion

for the paymen! of speeial education excess costs for Ehe eurrent

flscal year.

Approximately $20 nillion of the $30 ntllion appropriation

would have gone to the Phlladelphia School District. OrDonnellrs

amendment received bipartisan support, incJ-udlng the support of Lhe

entire Philadelphia Legislative delegation; the amendmenE was narrow-

ly defeated, by a vote of 94 ro 101.

'rIrm disappolnted thaE the amendment didnr! pass,tt OrDonnell

said. "However, the fact that the vote was close and that there

rras bipartisan support is very encouraglng. t'

rrAs the need for this money becomes more pressing, the llkelLhood

increas es that we can obtaln the needed votes. Horrever, 1f the per-

ception continues that the Governor will veto sueh an appropriation,

we may contlnue to fa1l shorE by a few Republican votes.rl

OrDonnell plans to introduce a slmilar amendment before the end

of the fi sc a1 year.

...' " 
...--,.::,d/\
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rluu Dri ufl n$rt1EJlllvt-'A Ia v lj,o
Leglslatlve Information Offlce
Room 527-A Maln Capltol
I{arrisburg, PA 17LZO
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FOR RELIIASI' TUESDAY OCTOBER 1 10 Al4

COI{TACT: Phil Murplry (7LT )783-1593

HARRISBURG State Representatlve Bob 0'Donne1l, (D-pnttadelphla)

announced today the lntroductlon of a three-blll leglslatlve

leglslatlve package ln Harrlsburg almed at breaking the deadlock

ln the rnonth-long Phllade1phla school strlke.

The first b111, which amends the rrdlstressed dlstrlctrr

provlslon of the School Code, would requlre the lmmedlate d1smlssal

of the present school board and replace the current members wlth a

three-person ttspeclal Board of Control. tf 0 t Donnell, the Chairman

of the Democratlc Caucus ln the House, says he belleves the

presence of a new team w111 be helpful 1n getting the negotlatlons

off dead center.
rrAddltlonallyrtt sald OrDonnell, rrthe blll glves the new board

the authorlty to ralse new revenues up to $35 m1111on. I am hopeful

that the comblnatlon of new faces and a posslble lnfuslon of new

money mlght resolve thls lmpasse.rt

Two addltlonal b1lIs 1n the three-part package would

approprlate the $Zq m1lIlon ln speclal educatlon funds whlch the

dlstrlct ls owed by the state. OrDonnell noted that thls ls the

rnoney promlsed by Governor Thornburgh last weelc ln Phllade1phla , -

and as such would have the support of the Governorrs 0ffice.
t'I am also hopefulrr sald OrDonnell, tf that the Governor would

asslst 1n passage of the thlrd b111, which would release about

$9 mlIl1on ln the so-called denslty subsldy.tt

' The leglslation would'also requlre that tlie new board come to

the General Assembly wlth a plan for the long-term reorganlzatLon of

the dtstrlct. rrl am under no llluslon tliat wtiat I propose 1s a

cure-allrrr sald OrDonnell. 'rWhat I do ho1:e is that tts passage

wiII glve us some short-term breathing room and a reasonable

prospect for a long-term resolutlon of the flnance and

governance of Lhe district.rf

( lvtoRE )



O I DONNELL, Page 2

orDonnell, who ls now servlng a fourth term from his 
l

Germatrtown-East Fal-Is distrlct, says l:e 1s optlmlstlc ttre b111

will atteact blpartlsan support and be acted on quickly by the

Educatlon Cornrnlttee and the whole House.

##/t
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I I'I,'rRST CLASS scHoOl DrsTRrcr DrsrREssBD DrsrRr0T AClf .,

Thls b11I amends the current Itflnanclally dlstressed school
dlstricttrprovlsions of the School Code of 1949 by creatlng a

separate dlstressed status for dlstrlcts of the first cLass.

Under current law, a dtstrl-ct whlch ls unable to pay its blrls
can be declared dlstressed by the secretary of Educatlon. He

then appolnts one person to a three-person speclal board of
control and the Court of Common Pleas of the county where the
dlstrlct is located appoints the other two. Thls provlslon ls
retalned, and a new crlterlon for ,distressedrr 1s added by

deflnlng a flrst class dlstressed dlstrlct to be one which trs

unable to fund a contract negotlated under Act 195. rn dlstricts
other than those of the flrst class, the board of school dlrectors
ls retalned; 1n thls blII, they are dlsmlssed.

A11 speclal boards of control have taxlng authorlty; dlstrlets
of the flrst class are Ilmlted to a maxlmurn of the revenues ylelded
by 6 m1lls of property tax.

Flnalry, thls bllr mandates that ,the speclal board eome to
the General Assembly wlthin LzO days wlth a plan for ilre refinancing
and future governance of the dlstrlct.

I



II. "SPECIAL BDUCATION F'UI,JDSI'

Thls blIl approprlates the sum of $Ztt mllllon to the Phllacielphla
School Dlstrlct as partlal payment of the Special Educatlon monles

due and owlng to the dlstrlct. The flgure reflects the amount

Governor Thornburgh lndlcatetl the Cornmonwealth v{as w1111ng to make

lmmedlate settlement on.

III. IISUPERDENSITY PAYMENTS''

Thls b111 removes the celllng from the superdenslty payments

made to Phllade1phla. The celllng was lnserted into last yearts

Genneral Approprlatlon b111 but was never glven statutory

authorlzatlon ln the subsldy sectlons of the School Code, Removtng

the celllng would release approxlmately $9 m11]1on of superdenslty

funds to the dlstrlct.
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FOR ]MMEDIAIE Rtr-EASE

COITIACI: ROB DUNHAM, 843-1700

HCIJSE PASSES STUDENT INAN BILL

April 27, L982

Tire Pennsyhanja House of Representatives this veek pa.ssed a bill- that lould

provide lo\,7 interest loans for undergadr:ate ard gradrEte studerEs in Pennsylrrania.

State representative ncberc W. O'Donnell, a co-sponsor of ttre leqtislaeion,

calIed its passge "extrerely iryorEant for strdents ard niddle inccne families

frozen out of tuition assistarpe b!' t]:e Reagan adrninistration cuts in aid to

higtrer edrration. "

O'Donnel-I attacked ttre federal policy reguiring str:dents to pa.y interest on

ttreir loans vfiil-e atterding corlege as "discriminatorl' ard burdenscne ' Ttris bill

rapul-d'aIlovr sttdents nine nronths after ttrey leave school before requiring Ltern to

repay t.teir loars. "

o'Donnel1 said the bill 'rucutd permit tlre Pennsylvania Higher Edrrcation

Assistance Agency to fl-oat bords, receive revertues, and nrake loans to studslts,

barks, co11eges, ard urriversities. BanJ<irg institutions i,"lculd be required to

lend the lrprEy to any bona fide student.

"The naxinun loan lrould be set by agtreelent beti.€en the bark or the school-

ard the PHEAA board, " o'Dofflel1 explained. "The interest on t}re loans rould be

approxinately 9 to I0 lErcent. "

Representative O'Donnell said "these loans will protect students and tlreir

families frcrn the Reagan cuts and guarant€e students continued access to edr:cational

cpporhnrity. "

***30***



RCBERT W. O'DONNELL
THE TIAJORITY WHIP

3425 CONRAD STREET
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(2t5) 843-1700
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTA'TIVEs

COMVIONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA.

HARRISBURG

June 16, 1983

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: ROB DUNHAM, 843-1700

OIDONNELL ATTACKS SPECIAL ED VETO

State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell (D-Gernantown), the llouse Majorlty

Whip, today attacked Governor Thornburgh's llne item veto of $3.2 mi1llon for

severely handJ-capped children.

The subsidies, introduced by otDonnell as an amendment to the legislature's

emergency defieieney budget bitl, were targeted for unreiubursed special educational

services provided by state approved privdte schools over the Past two fiscal years.

GermanE own rs Green Tree School ls one of those schools denied subsldies as a

resul-t of the veto.

"The Governor has the power to veto sPecific line items in budget bllls,"

o'Donnell said. ttThat he would use that posTer to single out special education

is sad indeed.

t'St.ate law requires that every eh1ld in the Commo .realth nust receive basie

and secondary edttcatlon, including those whose handicaps are so severe they requlre

speclalized schooLing," o'Donne11 explained.

"It also requires that school-s receive 100 percent reiobursement for the costs

of educating those children. The funds vetoed by the Governor represent the

difference between the cosEs the schools have incurred over the Past two fiscal

years and the acEual monies they've received so far from the state."

"It ls very frustrating !o steer an inPortant measure such as this through

the Ilouse and Senate only to have the rug pu1led out frDrn under us by the Governor,"

O'Donne11 said.

***30***
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3425 CONRAD STTREET
PHILAOELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA I9I29

(2t5) a43.1700

I20 MAIN CAPITOL
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17120
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMI.TONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAT.I IA
HARRISBURG

July 15, 1983

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT : ROB DIINHAM , 843- 17 00

BUDGET NEGOTIATORS SAVE SCHOOL FI]NDS

Slate Representative Robert w. o'Doflnel1 (D-GermanEotrn), the House Maj otiry

Whip, today attacked Governor Thornburght s veto of the Democratic budget and

economj-c development proposals.

0 rDonnel1 charged that the Governor's vetoes, which ellml.nated 91.2 b111ion

for social programs, "were taking the Reagan new federalLsn to ils loglcal

extretrIe.

"The Denocratlc initiatives were totally s1ashed," O'Donne11 sald. 'rNot

only did the Governor ellninate our plans for eeonomie development and aid to

the unemp loyetl, he also blocked our efforts to preserve funding for family

planning prograns and comunlty 1egal services. He also sharPly reduced funds

for domestic vlolence and rape crlsls programs and for emergency food asslstance.

TLmes are extremely hard right now, and unernp loyment is unaceeptably high. These

line-by-line vetoes rrere extremely mean-spirlted. "

In spite of these vetoes, Democratic budget negotiators were able to

counter some key cuts in aid to the eity and school distriet of Philadelphia'

OrDoflnell said. "Through negotiations on the suPplementary budgef Package, we

were able not only to resEore these cuts, but to gain additional funding. The

supplementary budget caLls for a new formula for the disLtlbutlon of state aid

to local school dlstrlcts. This formula will result in $87 nlllion more for

our public schools.

"The combined new dollars for our clty and schools are ln excess of

$65 miIIion," OrDonnell" said.

*Jrrk 30 *rrr(
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3425 CONRAD FTREET
PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA I9I29
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTI\TIVES

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

September 22 , 1983

FOR IMIVIEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: ROB DUNHAM , 843-1700

O ' DONNELL PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR i<ELLY SCHOOL

State Representative RoberE W. O'Donnell (O-Germantown) met today with

William C. Seiberlich, principal of the John B. Kel1y School, to discuss

the needs of Ke1ly School and pledge his suppott for all-day kindergarten

services and additional enrichment programs at the school.

OtDonnell, who was instrumental in the recent reversal of a school

district d.ecision to move the westside Parents Cooperative Nursery from

Calvary Church, expressed his concern about school district cuts in

programs offered at KeIlY School.

"As is often the case, the school district attempted to dismantle many

of the special programs offered at the Kelly Schoo1 while Mr. Seiberlich was

on sabbatical,,t O'Donnell said. "It is important that we work together to

restore as many of these programs as we can, and fight to prevent additional

cuts in the future. "

***30***
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3425 CONRAD STREET
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-TIVES

COMMONWE.A.LTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

N{arch 23 , 198 4

FOR N4IVIEDIAIE RELEASE

CONTAOI: ROB , 843-1700

O'DO}WELL SAVES PRORA}{ FOR SCHOOL AGE PARENTS

The City Departnent of fub1ic Welfare has reversed its decision to slash

$f00,000 from the budget of the Comprehensive Services for School Age Parents

program, State Repres entat ive Bob 0' Donnell announced tday.

The reversal marks the second tjme in less than a year that OrDonne11 has

iatervened on behalf of the program to restore its City ftrndirrg. Last Aprll,

the Department of Rrblic l,Velfare had cut $S00,000 in social service subsidies

to the program. With 0tDonnel1's assistance, those cuts were also reversed.

Miriam F. Mednick, coordinator of the Comprehensive Services for School

Age Parents program, said the restoration of funds "saved our program from

closing" and thanked the Germantown legislator for histtcaring commitment to

help pregnant teenagers and their families."

0'Dorurell ca11ed the prograin "extremely valuable , both for the kids it

helps and for the City. The teenagers are able to stay in school rahile at

the same time learning to cope with the special problems associated with

parent irg .

"This program often makes the difference between a studentr s becoming

self-sufficient or getting stuck on welfare r" 0'Donnell said.
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Legislative Report
State Representative
Robert W'. O'Donnell

September 26, 1985

This week, State Representative Ron CowelI
and I witl be introducing a bitl that would
designate the Pennsylvania School for the Deaf
as a regional community resource center for
the hearing- impaired .

In addition to being an excellent school
for deaf children, PSD provides imporEant re-
sources for the 300,000 hearing-imPaired adults
in the Delaware Valley. The school operates
an information and referral serviC€,' gives coun-
seling to deaf people and their families, offers
sign language courses to the general Pt blic, and
assists heaiing-impaired people in selecting
doorbells, telephones and other electronic
services.

By of f icially recogni zLr,'g PSD as a courmunity
resource center for Ehe deaf, Ehe bill would
make it easier for the school Eo obtain additione
public funding and foundation granEs, ald would
fielp this fine institution expand the already
high quality services it offers the community.

Now EhaE the legislature is back in
my office will resume sending y9u "This
Harrisburg" to keep you informed of the
on here in the Capitol. I hope you had
ductive and enj oyable suuurer.

session,
Week in
goings-
a pro-
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REPRESENTATIVE O 
IDONNELL SUPPORTS LIBRARY BILL

State Representative Robert I^I. 0 t Donnell (D-Germantown) supported a

bill whj.ch passed the House this week that would place a $30 million bond

issue before the voters for the purpose of constructing, establishing, or

moderni zirrg libraries across the state. 
,

Representative OtDonnell said, ttMany libraries in Pennsylvania are

in dire need of capital funds to repair or repl-ace their buildings which

have suffered from lack of adequate maintenance in recent years. Last year

only $l miltion dollars in federal funds were available for library eapital

projects Ehroughout the entire Couuronwealth. Up until now there have been

no capital funds available from the staterr'

.If passed by the senate and approved by the voters, the proeeeds of this

bond j.ssue would be provided to local libraries in the fo:m of loans ' None

of these funds would go for general operating eosts '

Representative OtDonnell added, ttlibraries are an irreplacable source of

information at a tiu.e when information is Ehe nuuber one resource enabling

individuals to prepare themselves f or economic succ ess in our societ'y ' The

number of books in pri.nt has doubled in the l-ast ten years. Local libraries

must be physically able to handle that increase as well as a similar growth

in video cassettes, eomputer terminals, and 1ifelong learning materials'tt

ll#ll 30{t lttl


