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State Representative Robert W. OrDonnell (Democrat

Philadelphia) tfris week called for an investigation by the

Department of Public Welfare of Title XX funded. day care

centers in Philadelphia.

At public hearings of Pennsylvania I s Department of

Public Welfare at Eastern Pennsylvania Psychiatric Institute

on April L6 , O I Donnell joined dozens of day care parents in

urging the Department of Pub1ic Welfare to adequately fund

day care centers in Philadelphia.

The public hearings were scheduled to aIlow the public

to comrnent on the Department of Public V,Ielfare I s proposed

Comprehensive Annual Services Program Plan for 1980 1981.

This PIan ca1Is for, among other things, a ceiling on the

cost per child of day care across the state of Pennsylvania.

The proposed cap on spending, to be in effect on July L,

1980, will effectively shut down a number of centers in
Philadelphia or severely curtail their programs.
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" It should be quite clear , 'r stated O I Donnell in hi s

testimony, "that what w€r as a city or a state, cannot afford
is to lose another program that offers so much enrichment to

the lives of so many citizens who have so litt1e. ''

O I Donnell called for a moratorium of up to a year on any

funding decrease for day care centers until the continuation

of these centers, with their exceptional educational component,

was assured,

"I wish to propos€", said OrDonnell, "that the Department

of Public Welfare begin an immediate investigation of Phila-
delphia's Get Set program to find out why the present cost

per child is so high, and to discover the amount per child
that will be necessary to continue to produce a quality day

care program rvith an educational component. It

The day care centers in question service 81000 pre school

children in Philadelphia whose parents meet Iow-income eligi-
bility requirements. Federal -funding was established for
these centers in the early L97 0's to allow parents to seek

work or job-training. Since that time, hundreds of citizens
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have been able to get jobs and pay their fair share in taxes

because their children have been competently cared for.
O I Donnell called the proposed budget cuts ttanother

example of the Thornburgh administration I s disregard for
folks r need and desire for work. " Noting the absence at the

hearings of Mrs. Helen OtBannofr, secretary of the Department

of Public Welfare, OtDonnell assured parents that nevertheless

"your voices wi 11 be heard. . t'

There are 137 Title XX day care centers, including Get

Set centers, in Philadelphia that will be effected by the

budget cuts.
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0rDOm'lElL ATTACKS DA.Y CARE DIRECTI''IES

State Representative Robert W. 0rDonne11, Chairrnan of the House_

Demoeratic Caucus, today attacked two state directives that will
ftserious\r disrrrpt day care serviees[ In Ehl]adelphia.

OtDonne11, speaking at a meeting of The Learn:ing Center, a commum.ty

center in Allegheny-','iest, said 0overnor Thornburghrs di,recti.ves rrcould

force people i,nto a position of goi.ng on rrel-fare or leaving their

children unattended. rr

'. 0 rDonnell is co-spoosor of a resolutlon ea3-ling for a public hearing

on the directives wiLt ch wiIL transf er deter:rrination of program e3:g'ibiHty

from local day care providers to the state Deparbment of Pr-rblic I,'Ie3Jare,

and r,ri]1 require private day care centers to engage in competitive

biddlng for the rignt to continue to pror;ede servi.ces. ttBy executi.ve fiat,

the Goverrror has put day care up for auction and thror,rn the process of

determining ehg"ibility into chaosrrr 0 rDonne11 said.

Representative 0rDonnel1 called the transf er of e}lgiirrhty

deternination lra ni3htmare. It T,,rill have severe effects on working poor

parents and on poor carents e:<pecting job of f ers, because they cannot

afford the Iu:nrry of waiting to receive from Harrisburg as to luhether

their ehildren qualify for day car€.r'

** * I',CPJ ***



O I DOi'i}JJiLt ATTACKS DAY CAR,E DInrrlCTfYES

ADD OI,IE

0 tDonnell said a second directive requi-n ng coruuur:rty day care

protrS.ders to bid agaj-nst each other to sersrice individual areas was

rrdilrisi-ve and destmctive. The d:irective pits comrmrnity centers against

each other trhile the city gets direet grants. OnlJ one corrrrun:.ty center

tnII be perndtted to serve each tareat, and. in Philadelphia no one has

even provided the eenters r,rith maps telling thern r,rhere their areas are

supposed to be. Thrs plan l,riIl seriously d5-snrpt day care services in
this clty and state-iar.de.rr

0rDonnell told the assembled parents of child,ren using day care

services that he co-sporrsored the resolutron ltbecause there has been no

public ip-put and no accountabiS:ty in the entire process.lt

*** 3O ***
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O 
I DONNELL INTRODUCES CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION BILL

state Representative Robert tr{. 0rDonne11 (D-East Fal.ls), the House

Maj ority wtrip, today lntroduced a bt1l creatlng a statewide child Abuse Fund

for the development and implementatLon of programs geared to the prevention,
reduction, and elimination of chird abuse.

otDonnell called the child Abuse Fund "an important addition to legislative
proposals on chl1d abuse. The Fund w111 encourage the development of
programs to combat or prevent abuse, and identify the uost ,

effective Programs so they can receive broad,er fundi.ngrtt 0tDonnell said.
The child Abuse Fund would be supported by a $s assessment on marriage

licenses 'and a $s charge to each party to a dlvorce or marriage annulment.

Local governments 
' non-profit organizations, and other agencies would be

eligible to receive start-up subsidies from the fund to create and maintain
abuse prevention services f or children and their families. ,,The restri.etions
we have placed on the use of these monies will prevent local Health Departments

from siuply using the Fund as a substitute for other government grantsr,,the
East Fa11s legislator explained.

OfDonnell said the marriage and divorce fees were "a logical and painless
place to raise money to help kids. Troubled f amilies, such as those-irrhere

parents are divorced, should be especially concerned about child abuse. And

people who are getting married should be encouraged to think i.n |dr"rr"" about

their parental responsibilities. tt

*** 30 ,t**
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HOUSE PASSES CHTLD SAFETY BILL

The State Ilouse of Representatives today overwhelmingly passed

Iegislation requiring the use of car seats try young chiLdren. The biU now

leturns to the state Sentate for final legislative approval,

State Representative Robert W. O I Donnell (D-East rA}ls), the House Majority

whip anal one of the House leaders in the efforts to enact the billf caLled the

vote "a key step in adopting overd.ue and batlly needed child-safety laws.,rl

rrln this country, more children under four years old. are killed each

year in auto accidents than die from any other causer" orDonnell said. 'tlt is

time that Pennsylvania joins the other 41 states that already require this

kind of protection for kids.'l

The legislation requires drivers carying passengers under four years

old to nake sure that child.ren ridling in the front seat of the car vrear a

federally approvedl car-seat, and that children in th,: Lack seat be properly

buckleal-up in a seat beLt.

House passag,: cf the safety legislation was threatened by a proposal

to amend the bill with a controversial measure on oil conpany ownership of

service stations. OrDonneII r{'as instrumental in convincing proponents of

that measure not to try to link the two.

''It was important that the issue of child safety not become entangled

in the problems of big oil," OrDonnell said.

* * * 30 * * *
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OIDOUTIET,L CHILD ABUSE BIIL'PASSES HOUSE

A bill introduced by State RepresentaLive Robert W. OrDonnell-

(D-gast Falls) creating a child abuse prevention fund overwhelmingly passed

the House thj-s week. Its purpose is to develop programs for preventirg,

reducing, and eliminating child abuse throughout Pennsylvania.

The Child Abuse Fund established by this bill would be supported. by a

$S assessment on uarriage licenses and a $fO charge upon filing for a divorce

or uarriage annulment. The federal government, under a L984 law, w111 add a

quarter to every dollar that the Fund raises.

Representative 0tDonnell said, "The Child Abuse Fund will encourage the

development of programs to combat or prevent abuse. I"larriage and divorce f ees

are an appropriate way to raise money for this purpose. The fees are 1-ow,

they are only paid once, and their collective impact will make a big dlfference

ln the Ii.ves of many children and their families. tt

The money provided by the Fund will be distribuEed to local governments

and non-pro f iE or ganLzat iorus f or new or innovat ive child abuse prevent ion and

red.uction programs. No single organization will be able to receive funds for

more than two years.

***MORE***
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0rDonnell added, "$851,000 will be raised annually through the program

and the f ederal government t s contributi-on will increase the total to

$1.1 mil1ion. The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency will

be responsible for developing statewide plans for the distribution of these

funds. tt

The bill now goes to the State Senate for its consideratj-on.

***30**)t
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O I DONNELL PUSH FOR DAY CARE FUNDS IS SUCCESSFUL

State Representative Robert w. O'Donnel1 (D-Germantown) led a successful

effort to include an adlditional $6 urillion for day care services for working

parents in the 1986 State budget which passed the legislature and was signed into

1aw by Governor Thornburgh at the end of June.

o'Donnell said,"These add.itional funds will alloht more Parents in Pennsyl-

v.ania, to become produetive wage earners and ta:(Payers without worrying about the

availability of day care services. In my Legislative district and across the

state I hawe seen many instances where afford.able day care has made it Possible

for parents to obtain and keep nuch needeal jobs."

20,000 children in the state are eligible for dlay care based on family

size and income. The nunber of available licensed and. registered oPenings for

chiLdren is currently only a little more than one half the nunber of women

in the work force with children under six yeals of age.

I'By 1990, seventy five percent of our children will have working parents

needing child care arrangeEents, " Representative O'Donnell pointed out. "Penn-

sylvania has moved in the right direction toward. meeting this need and. lowering

a barrier that has kept some people from achieving economic self-sufficiency. "

***30***
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Legislative Report
State Representative
Robert'W. O'Donnell

December 3, 1985

The State House voted 187-6 last week to
approve my bill creating a special Child Abuse
prevention Fund that will develop new child
abuse prevention Programs. This Fund would be
subsidized by a $S.OO surcharge on marriage
licenses and a $f0. 00 filing fee charged on
divorces and marriage annulments.

When I first inEroduced this bill last
session, w€ estimated that the Chitd Abuse
Prevention Fund would Eake in $400,000 each
year. Since then, the federal governqglt has

"rr"ted 
a larv that would provide an additional

25 cents for every dollar raLsed by this Fund.
That would mean t. t million dqllars would be,
available each year to finanie new abuse Pre-
vent ion programs .

This kind of special fund is an effectiv€ .
way of providing,extra help in !h" flght againsf
cnita atuse. I^le have rvritten the bill so that
local governments cannot simply use money from
the Chifd Abuse Prevention Fund as a subsEitute
f or o ther grant s in order to shi f t money away
from existing child abuse Prevention programs.

Using marriage and divorce fees is a painless
and appiopriate means to raise money for the
Child- Abule prevention Fund. Individually , it
doesn't cost much anC collectively, they do a
world of good. The bill now has to pass the
Senate before it can become law.


