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This collage is dedicated to a few of the wonderful things our children accompli
We should be proud of their efforts and rest easy in the fact of knowing that one day
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sh. It highlights their work and achievements in their schools and communities.
these young people will assume their place as upstanding pillars in our community.

Every year, hundreds of elementary
school children from the West Chester
area pay a visit to Harrisburg and tour

the State Capitol. After their visits, some
4/« of them take the time to drop me a thank

(7% you card, which I really appreciate. Here
are some from students at the Hillsdale N

School in West Chester.
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Elinor Z. Taylor, Member
House of Representatives
156th Legislative District
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Taylor and Attorney General ‘Team
Up inst Drugs’

| was joined by Attorney General Mike Fisher at the Exton Elementary School
to observe the school’s “Team Up Against Drugs” program. The ceremony was
held in conjunction with Pennsylvania’s 11" Annual Red Ribbon Week.

More than 300 students grades 3-5, from Exton Elementary, participated in
the “Team Up Against Drugs” multi-media presentation. The computerized
program featured anti-drug messages from professional athletes across Pennsyl-
vania and public service announcements from Drug Free Pennsylvania.

Red Ribbon Week was organized in memory of the brutal slaying of Federal
Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena by drug traffickers in February 1985. Since then,
it has continued as a national program to increase public awareness of drug
abuse and to unite community groups across the country in activities that
promote a drug-free lifestyle.

Read-to-Succeed Grants Aiding West Chester Schools

According to Secretary of Education Eugene W. Hickok,. ® assess students at risk of reading failure in primary
strong reading skills are both a fundamental means to acquire grades;
new knowledge and a prerequisite for our children to attain ® provide in-service training for teachers to insure that
high levels of academic achievement. | could not agree with students who are reading below their current grade level
him more. receive any additional instructional time; and
The Read-to-Succeed program should improve the reading ® promote community involvement with schools and
performance of students in the libraries in an effort to
West Chester Area School encourage students to read.
District. Read-to-Succeed (The initiative funding
Exton Elementary, Glen West Chester Area School District for the West Chester Area
Acres Elementary, Hillsdale School District is in the
Elementary and Penn Wood Exton Elementary ... $100,000.00 chart, at left.)
Elementary schools will Glen Acres Elementary ..........ooc.oeveeereeeveecereeeesiennns 25,000.00 These schools were part
receive $200,000 to establish i of 409 elementary schools in
effactive Insiructional methods Hillsdale Elementary ........ccocceeeerenereieeessieeessees 50,000.00 158 school districts that
and curricula for helping Penn Wood Elementary ... 25,000.00 | received more than $19
students meet Pennsylvania’s TOA] e $200,000.00 | million from the initiative. A
academic reading standards. second round of funding will
The grant money, which be provided in upcoming
was made available under the state Department of Education’s ~ months to schools where the need for intensive reading
Read-to-Succeed program, is to be used by the schools to: instruction is the greatest.
® increase parental involvement with students who are The program is focused on helping school districts
struggling to read; - where 60 percent or more of the fifth-grade students scored
® create strategies to evaluate their current reading below the state mean on the Pennsylvania State System of
programs; Assessment.

Attention Seniors of the 156" Legislative Distrist!l!
'99 Senior Expo

It is soon time for my annual Senior Expo. The 99 Senior Expo will provide senior
citizens with an opportunity to meet with representatives from numerous service agen-
cies and vendors.

ute: Friday, Ust. 15
Time: [0 a.m to 3 p.om.

 Place: Lhrist Commanity Charch,
190 Fhoenixvilte Fike, Weet Goshen

Free: Sntertainment and [Gedreshmente

Paratransit rides will be offered from the Senior Center, Bellingham, Barclay/Friends,
The Hickman and the Denny Reyburn to the Christ Community Church and back again.

For more information about the Expo or directions, please call my district office at
(610) 436-4433.

| hope to see you there!
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