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THE IMPORTANCE OF Gil'TING A GOOD EDUCATION IS VERY SERIOUS BUSII'IESS IN OUR

ETY TODAY, PERI.IAPS IVIORE IMPORTANT THAN IT'S EVER BEE.I. WE ARE IN AN AGE OF

TRANSITION. }{E STAND ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE 21ST CEI{ruRY, READY TO BE CATARJLTED

INIO AN AGE OF HIGH TECHNOLOGY l,{E NEVER IIVIAGINM.

THE MOST I|VIPORTA]'II ITIVESTIVIB{'T PENNSYLVANIA CAN MAKE IS IN ITS CHILDRil.I, IT'S

STUDENIS, FOR THEY ARE THE FUruRE, YOUNG PEOPLE ARE OUR IVOST VALUABLE RESOURCE.

EDUCAIED CHILDREN ARE IHE I€Y TO OtJR FUTURE ECOIU,IIC STRB{G]H. LEARI{ING CREA]ES IHE

BRIDGE TO BVIPLOYTIENT AI.{D OPPORTUNIry.

IT IS ESSMflIAL TO RECEIVE A BASIC--DUCATIONI I I lTO LEARN THE 3 R'S.. ..BUT

THAT'S NOT ENOUGH. WE LIVE IN A VERY CS1PLEX AI'{D SPECIALIZED SOCIETY. I^IE MUST

PREPARE FOR THE RITURE BY GETTIIG AN EDUCATIOII IF HE ARE TO PLAY AN ACIIVE ROLT IN OUR

COOOIII^IEALTH, S , AND OUR COUNIRY,S, PROGRESS .

EACH OF US HAS AN OPPORTUNIry TO CONIRIBUIE..IO TVIAKE AN IMPROWENT IN THIS

RLD. l^lE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO MAIG THE WORLD A Bil-TER PLACE, [\lOT ONLY FOR

OURSELVES, BUT FOR FUIURE GflIERATIONS AS hIELL,
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IN ORDER TO lVlAKE THAT CONIRIBUIION, EACH OF US lvlUST FIND OUR OhlN NICHE. AND

EDUCATI0N HELPS US tvCIVE TO^IARD THAT G0AL, PRESIDENI lGllNDY ONG SAID: "0UR PR0GRESS

AS A NATION CAN BE IO SI{IFIER THAN OUR PROGRESS IN EDUCATION,.]HE HIIVIAN MIND IS OUR

FUNDAIVIENIAL RESOURCE. "

EVERYDAY WE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW IN EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE, 'YOU

LEARN SO|TTHING NEI^I EVERY DAY" AND "A MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO l^tASTE" lvtAY BE

I4ELL-}ORI{ CLICHES, BUT I BELIEVE T}EY'RE TRUE. AT tfAST, THEY SFNULD BE. NOT ONLY

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE, B[I[ FOR ALL PEOPLE .

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU TAIG ADVANIAGE OF THOSE OPPORTUNITIES, DON'T LfI

THBVI PASS YOU BY, TOO IVIAI'IY YOUNG PEOPLE HAIE MNE TT1AT AI{D THEY END UP STAI{DING ON

THE OUISIDE LOOKING IN ON LIFE. THEY ARE KI{OhIN AS "DROPOUTS,"

PENNSYLVANIA IS NOT UNAI^IARE THAT STUDENIS DROP OUT OF SCHOOL YEAR IN, YEAR

OUT. THE LEGISLATURE, REALIZING THAT THE LACK OF AN EDUCATION DOOVIS OUR YOUNG PEOPLE

TO A LIFE OF STRUGGLE ATID LACK OF OPPOTruNITY, SETS ASIDE IVONEY IN OIJR STATE BUDGE| IO

ADDRESS THIS PROBLBVI. THIS YEAR, JUST AS LAST, $5OO,OOO IS APPROPRIATED FOR

IMPLilENIATION OF PROGRA]VIS IN SCHOOL DISTRICTS WITH HIGH DROPOW RAIES.
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LAST YEAR, THERE WERE 13 SUCH PROGRAMS. THIS YEAR, 26 ARE PLANNED UNDER THE

PROPOSED 1988-89 STATE BUDGil', CURREIff PROGRAIVIS WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO BECWE

SELF-SUFFICIBIT THROUGH CO{VIUNITY PARTICIPATION SO THAT IVORE SCI.OOLS WILL HAVE ACCESS

TO STATE IVIONIES IN THE FORJVI OF GRANIS FOR THIS VERY WORTFII^IHILE PROJECT. (FYI:

STATS--STATE DEPT. OF HIflIAN RESOURCES SAYS 10 PERCEI{T OF WHIIE STIIDB{TS DROPPED OIII- IN

1986 I 37 PERCENI OF BLACKS--FROM 1986 GRADUATING CLASSES AND NEVER GRADUATED) .

IN l^lHAT OTHER I^IAYS CAN WE RESPOND TO THIS PROBLilI IN Pq{NSYLVANIA? l^lE CAN

IMPROVE MUCATION FOR ALL STIIDE{TS SO IHEY ENJOY GOING TO SCI-OOL, EIJOY LEARI\ING. WE

CANTST AFFORD TO ,DISCARD" 
AI'IY OF OUR STUDffTS, A[.ID THAT HAPPENS IN MAIIY viAYS AND FOR

MqNY IIEASON, AND SCHMLS ARE NOT ALI..IAYS RESPONSIBLE. THE DROPOUI-SYNDROVIE AFFECI'S

lVlAI{Y PEOPLE WHO, IN ESSENCE, GET "LOST IN LIFE" AS THE YEARS DRIFI BY, FOR, IN

DROPPING OIJT OF SCHML, IHEY DROP OIII OF LIFE IN A SB{SE At{D NEVER REALLY AIrcUNT TO

AI\ryTH I NG OR EXPERI ENCE REAL FULF I LLJVIENI I N L I FE ,

B{SURING THAT THE BRIDGE TO OPPORTUNI:rY AND ilPLOYMENI IS BUILT FOR OUR

YOUNG PEOPI"E IS A JOINT RESPONIBILITY, IT II{\OLIES PARENTS, TEACHERS AI,ID SIUDB{'I-S.

IT'S A THREE-WAY PARTNERSHI P THAT SAYS EDUCATION IS A "FAIVIILY AFFAIR. ' TOGE]'HER,

V{ORKING WITH FELLOi,{ ST1IDENTS AND YOUR PARS{TS AND TEACHERS TO BE THE BEST YOU CAN, YOU

BECO4E PART 0F A Nil-rl'lORK THAT'S F0RGING THE FUTURE,
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TAKE PART IN THE PARTNERSHIP AND LOOK FORI.IARD TO YOUR FUIURE WITH A SENSE OF

SELF-CONFIDENCE AND SELF-hOR]H, SECUP€ IN IHE KNO.ILEDGE THAT YOU ARE PREPARED, AtrVIED

WITH A GOOD EDUCATION.
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