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{ I'M HAPPY ?O BE HERE ?ODAY, AND VEHY pLEASEtr TS

PAR?ICiFATE IN A SPECIAL EVETi*T DURINC A SPECIAI WEEK.

f|fLl' }Iifi-li.nl . gAlj,tjrtrfr-Itn$HElrr rEen UE$iE Arug tS,

IND*iD, It U*rlQUE OFPORTUNTTY TO EXPRESS AMER;CA-3

COTLEC?IVE SENSE OF RESPECT AND APPREgIATION FOR THH

MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE SERVED IN OUR ARMED FORCES.

AND lT AflES OCCtiR AT A SBEC1AI T,ME. lT'S NO

ATCIDEI\I? THAT THIS OBSERVATiCE lS trELD DuRlNc TllE WEEK

1AIE CELEBRA?E VALEilITIhIE'S SAY-

OW -b SE

B DA?E ,.I

... FEERUARY IIth IS A TRADITI0NAL DAV FoR

>fsenotnc BEsr wrBHEs AND ExpREsstoN$ oF AFFEcrroN ro

E_ryEqryY rHo
I)REErn(ylfE

LOVED ONE$ AND CLOSE q:RIENDS.
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HISTORY TELTS Ug THE DAY Ig NAMED FOH CT.

VALENTINE, A CHRISTIAN BISHOP MARTYRED NEAR ROME ON

THIS DA?E IN T}IE THIRD CENTURY. BUT THE PRACTICE OF

ATTACHING AFFECTIONATE SENTIMENTg TO THE DATE IS

O(PLAINED ONLY IN VAGUE LEGEND.

THE MOST COMMON LEGENO I{OLDS THAT IT'S BECAUSE

"HIg 
IT THI DAY ON WHICH EIRD$ RETURN FfIOM WINTEIT

MIGRATION 
"O 

MATE, RES", AND WELCO]T'E SPRING"

WHATEVER THE FACTS ARE, FEERUARY I{ HAS EECOME A

DAY OF SPECIAL MEANINS .- A DAY FOR THOUGHTFULNESS

BETWEEN FR|ENDS AND $rr\icERE cARlNG.

BEGINNING IN 1O'I. A NEW ELEMENT WAS ADDED TO

THIE TRADITION WITH THE ESTAELISHMENT OF 
"HI6 

SATUTE

FROGRAM.
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FEBRUARY tl o'r AND THE WEEK DURTNG wHICH tT

OCCURS b. BECAME AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPRESSION OF

CARING FoR A SPECIAL GROUp oF AMERI.AN'.

T}IESE ARE THE SOLOIERS. THE SAILORS ANO MARINES;

THE MEMBERS OF THE AIR FOiCE AND COAST GUARD .- WHO

HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY PROUDLY AND COURAGEOUSLY

AROUND THE WORID.

THEY No LoNcER wEAR THE uNrFoRJvf. Eur THEv LEFT

THEIR MARK ON HISTORY AT

ott'IAHA BEAcH AND GuADAL.ANALT TT{E

RESERVOIN ANB PORK CH L; KHE $ANt{ (Km Srwnl t/
THE IA DRAN drrry) VALLEY, AND A HU f,ICE

PADDIES AND JIINCTES IN VIET}KIEI:

L.--



a'

,l.'r*r' 3viXirox -e,lC0gitf' ?!2'! i 2- il-!0 ;:U i?aPil ;

-,f-

EUT HISTORY LEFT IT3 MARK ON THEM, TOO, f,'ANY

WERE WOUNDED OR INJURED DURING THEIR SERVICE. ALL

EORE THE HARDSHIP OF BEING AWAY FROM HOMES, JOBS ANO

FAMILIES.

AND TODAY, SOME STILL BEAR THE SCARS OF THEIR

SERVICE. MORE THAN SIXTY THOUSAND PATIENT$ WILL

SPEND TONICHT IN A VA MEDICAL CENTER,

?HESE ARE MEN AND WOMEN WHO DESERVE THE PERSONAL

APPRECIATION OF THEIR FETLOW CITIIENS. MEN AND WOMEN

WHO SHOULD NOT BE FORGOTTEN.

AS A BENEFACTOR OF THEIR SERVICE, IT IS EVERY

AMERICAN'S RESPON$IBILITY TO SHOW OUR VETERANS T}IAT

,

THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN.
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IT IS OUR RESPONSIEILITY TO EXPREBS TO THHM OUR

HIAiTFELT THANK8 AND ApFREcrATroNr ouR nEspoNstBtLtry

TO LET THEM KNOW SOTIJTEONE CARE$. THAT.S WHAT THE

NAT]ONAL SALUTE I ALL AEGUT.

T'h FACT THAT NTINE'S DAY Ig HEAVILY

COilJIMERC LIIEU R ATURAL I D iS'l.I ttrt*
',ld <rr trl ON3 A THE

SINCERITY O HE CHANG RDS AN 73.F

EUT WITHIN VA THENE 13 NO QUESTIONING T}{E

$INCERITY OF TIIOSE VOLUNTEER$, OFFICIALS,

CELEBRITIES, AND OR$IruAftY CITIZENS ,* YOUNG AND SLO

-'r WHO VISIT VA ltOSPl*A1,5 tY THE THOUSANDS FSR

PURPOSES SUCH A$ Ttils.

THE NATIONAL SALUTE ?O HOSPITALIIED VETERANS TAPS

THE HEART AI{D gOUt OF THE AMERICAN PEOPTE WHO HAVE

AIWAYS CARE ATOUT 
"HEIB 

VETERAN8. . ,/

Yh
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ADVICE COLUMNIS? ANN LANDERS HAg ASKED HER

MILLIONS OF DERS TO I HOSPI ED VETERAN$ OR

SEND A CARD. R ONE ND HALF M roN PLE

FOLLOWED HER ADVICE,

IT'TI BEEN SAID THAT WHEN THE NIGHT IS DARKEST, WE

CAN BEST SEE THE STARS. WELL, TTMES DO SEEM A BIT

DARK FOR SOME OF OUR HO$PITALIZED VETERANS, AND -T

THIT WEEK II, THE STARS ARE OUT FOR THEM.

D ING THE WEE F ?HE SALUTE, TVI E STAR IN

DOESON O APPEAN$ ELEVISION S

I

t-

"KNOT'$ LANDI VIES .,. IS AMONG MAf{Y

ENTE MENT PER Ar lTtES vtstT HOSPITALIZED

ERANS.

I

T

I

o



J:'i 'i:'I.r';X i eli3..('' 'i.t!'- i t- i-v- r i '':*i'

SEIrr 3Y:XCr.ox Ie , eCoDi0r- Tg2'! I ?- 0-0C : | 2l23pl,l ; i023?$8??t.

7- r

CHAIRMAN OF YEA ALUTE, MR, DOBSON HA

URGED A AMERI NS TO VISIT HOSPI IZED VETE

THIS WEEK.

SO MANY OF YOU PRESENT HERE HAVE BEEN T- ANU WILI

BE .. THOSE STARS .t. STARS THAT PROVIDE LIGHT AND

SHINING MOMENTS. WHEN TIMES SEEM DANKEST FOR SOME OF

OUR PATIENTS.

THAT DIMENSION OT KINONESS .I THE HUMAN TOUCH,

WHICH lS THE ESSENCT: ilr VULUNTARISM '- lS OF

TREI,IENDOUS IMPORTATqCH lf\i CUn vA sYsTEM.

AFTER ALL, VOLiJfuTT-NI$h/? IS A STRONG PART OF OUN

NATIONAT CHARACTER PECPLE OF ALL A6ES AND

EACKOROUNOS WILLTNGLY GIVE THEIR TIME AND ENERGY TO

VOLUNTEER WORK" TODAY, THERE ARE MORE THAN 8?

?I{OUSAND N:OULARIY SCHEDUTED VOLUNTEERS WORKING IN VA

A

MEDICAL CENTERS.

t
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OVER TTIE PAST FEW YEARS WH I{AVE SEEN A gUNGT OT

ACTIVITY AND A REKINDLING OF ?HIS AMERICAN

TRADITION, THEBE WONDEBFUL MEN AND WOMEN GAVE 1T

MILLION HOURS OF THEIR TIME LAST YEAR TO VUORK IA'I?H

HOSPITALIZEO VETERANS.

SO THE VOLUNTEERS ARE KEY PEOPLE IN THIS SALUTf;;

THEY'RE THE Of.JES hTA4ING IT UTIORK. THEV HAVE OUR

HEARTFETT THANKS FOR WHAT THEY'RE DOING AND FOR W}IA"i

THEY CONTINUE TIi US.

IN CLOSING. I ITJSiJLS L:K[ TO PAsg oN goME VERY

PROFOUND AND TIU{:?"{II.JG T}IOUCHTS ABOUT THIS SALUTI Ti,

HOSPITALIZED VET"[TA";S, WHICH RECENTLY WERE SENT OUT

irt

\
I
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II' ON THAT SIMPLE BUT DISTINCTIVE STATIONARY

THAT BEAR$ THE INCRIPTION: "THE WHTTE HOUSE,

WASHIN6TON.'

HERE IS THE NATIONAL SALUTE MESBAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, TO OUN HOSPITALIZED

VETERANST

*RECENT EVENTS HAVE FILLED ouR HEART$ WITH

RENEWED HOFE AND OFTII.IiSH THAT DEMOCRACY AND FREEDO:,'

WILL EVENTUALLY SPfIE.EI} C ALL PARTS OF THE GIOBE,.

'THE UNITED ST1TEE 1ERUE5 AS A $YMBOL OF LIBEftTY

AND INDEPENDENTfr #{.Ifi 'I.r{t"i$ff hiATIONg EEGINNING T}TEIft

EXFERIMENT lr' sHr,{*tfrAiy AnID THIs Is DUE tN GREAT

MEASURE To ctrlrEris suiir As you wHo HAVE sAcRtFrcED

TO ENSUNE THAT OUN GREAT NA?ION WOULD REMAIN STROf{G

t-

ANO FREE.

t
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"YOU HAVE AMHHICA'S HEARTFELT THAili}d$ TSH YI*f;

SENICATED SENVICE. WE WILL NEVER FORGET YOUft

DEVOTION AiltD ALL YOU HAVE DONE TO PRESERVtr .rir5

PROTECT AMERICA.*
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KINC FO RYONE P R AT TH e!
!t
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Y, iNE SAV, ECHO TH

FEEL ll.lGS,

, r.ET MH SAY lT I3 CER"A$fuLy ,,.

CREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE IN THE COMPANY OT IO MANY

FtOPtE WHo CARE sO MucH AEOuT OUR HOgptTAlrJED

VTTIiANI. THAT Ig A TRADITION THAT WE ARI PROUD OF

AND A TRADITION ?HAT WE INTEND TO KEEP.

?HANK Y -.r AillD Goo ElISs YOU, AND COD ELEBB OUR
i

I

rl


