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AS A FOMER EDUCATOR AT THE HIGH SCIIOOL AI\ID UNIVERSITY LEVEL AND AS A STAIE

IEGISLATOR, I AGREE 1,III}I PRESIIENI BIJSH. FOR I TOO M PMFflNDLY MN(EME ABfl'I THE

CRISIS IN EDUCATION I.lE FACE ACroSS OUR CSOfl]NI.IEALTH AND OUR COUNIRY,

AND I I$IOI.I THAT YOU AS IVE\IIBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION ARE CONCERNED, TOO, FOR

EDUCATION HAS BEB{ ONE OF ROTARY'S PRIORITITS.
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ALL0'J l'lE N0,l T0 SHARE S0\E Tr-0ffins t,ltTH you 0NTHIS I,IAIIER, I'D LII€ TO

TALK BRIEFLY WITll YOU ABOUT SOE HIGHLY SIGNIFICANI THINGS. THII,IGS LIKE:

uu l/ t/

FEEot't- 
4

$lPotlEftlEltll, 
- 

fEoPLEf

ilPECTATIOIIS,

ENLIGH]IvIEIIII,

O.INERSHIP,

PARTI,|ERSHIp,

AN[), A LEGACYItII



?

ALL PLAY A PART IN THE IVNIN FOCIJS OF f'IY RBVIARJ(S THIS TVNRNII{G

--THE RESTRUCTURING AND RENB'IAL OF AI'ERICA'S EDUCATIONAL SYSTB'I'
I

'4rt
AT THAT r{EErrNG LAST ruNIH, pRESIDB{r BUsH AI{D THE NATIoN's GovERNoRS ntinrro

OI,{ lHE NED TO OVER}IAUL THE COUI,{IRY'S EDIJCATION SfSIB'I BY CFEATING A SET OF GOAIS TI{AT

WILL FoCUS 0N tLIl'llNATIl,lG ILLITERACY, RESHAPII'IG CURRICULUI"IS AND H0HII-IG TEASIERS

ACMUNIABLE FOR THTIR PERFOWANCE.
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0l'lE 0F THE ISSUES AT THE CBrIIER 0F THE IEBATE 0l,l HO$l T0 REF0ffi,l THE SYSTRI IS

AN MUCATIONAL INISVATION IOU^IN AS "SCI.IOOLS OF SIOICE," I

PUr Sil,IPLY, UIIT}ER THIS CONCEPT PARENTS ARE ALLO{ED TO SE}ID THEIR CHIURH,I TO

lHE flJBLIc scll00l 0F IHEIR cfiOrcE, N0 TI1ATIER rF iHE soffiL Is rrOflIED flTEIIE THE

SC}OOL DISTRICT IN I|IHICH THEY LIVE,
IHE,T'E, UAYT', }.{HEN YOU GO OIIT TO zuY A CAR, YOU HAVE HAI-IY IYIAKES, ISDELS AI.ID

IEA[rRs FRsr t+[c]r T0 omE, ]mEil0u G0 T0 fiE GR0cmy ST0RE, ]u,,RE tsT LocrcD

IITO SHOPPII'IG AT OIIE I'I,ARIffi, AND, IF YOU IED TTE SERMICES OF A PTFESSIOf,IAL, T}E

ffiONE MOK IS FULL ffi LISTIISS OF DOCIOM, LA}{YERS, SERVICE PMPLE, AIO OrHffS,,..THE

OOICE OF I{TIO TO $IGAGE IS YOURS.



b

Blff, IF YOU'ffi LOOKII.IG FOR A PUBLIC ilX.ICATION FOR YOUR CHILD, THE SffNOL THE

CHILD WILL ATTEI.ID IS TECIDED, NOT BY YOU, BUT IS DEIEffiINM BY l,lHERE YOU LIVE,

SMULN THIS BE CI.IANGM? $NULD SCI-OOL DISTRIfTS IN PE}INSYLVANIA BE OPil{M

rn sTluENrs xl{0_LM_0ffistnE IdILL ]HIS ENHANCE A STUTE.T,S EDUCATIO.I?

]HE$E ARE SryE OF TI"IE OUESTIOI\IS THAT TI,IIJST BE ANSI.IERED BEFORE A I}EIISION IS

1r

IVtrADE TO PUT THE CONCEPT INIO PLACE IN PilNSYLVANIA, AI'IY TECISION OF ]HIS MGNITUDE

h/ILL HAVE FAR.REAffIING EFFETTS ON OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AI{D THEIR FUTURE IN OUR

COIOU{EALTH, U,lR NATION AI{D flJR IORLD, }lE CAN'T $IOOT FRilII ]HE HIP OI,I IIJIS ONE, IT

IS FAR TOO IIVIPORTANI,



IHAT'S I.,IHY SCI{001S 0F CI.OICE ARE BTIIffi D ISCUSSM IN I4qNY OIJARTERS.

PSilISYTVAI.IIA IS IS gCHI-Iff{. JUST THE OfiEft }IEK AT T}E STATE CAPIIOI- lHE IIilSE

EUCATItr'I COOIITTEE, ON I{TIICII I SERIE, IEI.-O A PI'BTIC IGEIIIG TO GA]HER INPTJT O{ T}IE

,CHOICE' 
MNCEPT, IM MTIOfiIALLY RECNGNIZED EDI,ICATOffi RELA]ED IHEIR PERSOII{AL

qffiRIilCES }IIIH THE PLAN,

THE T'IEEITNG HELPED THE CSflITTEE LEARN FroH THE INITIATIVES AND EXPERIS{CES

ffi OTHER SIAIES AND cITIEs. AITID THAT, OF OflJRsE, ULTImqTELY l,lILL BE A FACIOR IN

HELPIIG $IAPE THE I.EGISLATIff{ IHAT WILL BE INIRODUCED AND IEAIED SY Nfi CE,EMT

i7

ASSStsLY,
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hIHATE\'ER PR0roSAL FINALLY S'/IERGES IN OUR LECISLATURE, IT IS ESSErTAL THAT

IT BE UNIAUELY FITTM TO ]HE NEMS AND CIRCITVISTANCES OF HilNSYLVANIA,

I

IT IS ESSENTIAL IN FOHVIING "CHOICE' LEGISLATION THAT t+E I@P IN t'tIND THAT

ALL OIIINRS{ MVE DIFFEffiNI ]EEDS, CAPABILITIES AI{D IfARIIING ITIE$, THAT TEAOfRS

HAVE DIFFERE{I APPROACHES, AND THAT PARB-{IS HAVE DIVERSE H{ILOSOPHIES,

SUCI,I IIGISLATION I'ITJST CONIAIN Cfi{ruNE{TS THAT GUARAIITE A STUDB{I''S

E)IJCATIO'I HILL BE E,IHANCED. OTHER.IISE, OUR GOAL, OUR ilFECTATION IHAT THIS },IILL OCCIJR

t'llll RStAIN ul{tET, AND THAT IS ssEIHIt'lG HE m NOT }iANr T0 t{ApFEN, I ASSTRE yOu I

I{ILL M HHATEIER I CAN TO Sffi THAT IT DOES NOT,
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BY I.0I^I, I hlOI'LD VEI,{TURE TO 6UESS I'PST OF YOU IN THIS RffiI PROBABLY HAVE

FOSGD SOE SORT OF OPINIOI'I ON TTITS COI'ICEPT, AIIS{ fT TO TELL YOU ]O{ SOE OF YUJR

FELLS^I PENNSYLVANIANS FEEL ABOUI THT IDEA'

THT Cfl'IMM{EALTH FOUNDATION, A THINK-TANK OffiRATION HEADOUAR]ERED IN

HARRISBURG, RECAMY CONDUCTM A FOLL OF 12OO STATE RESIDfl{'TS ON THE SUBJECT'

I.IHEN THEY I,IERE ASIGD IF THEY FELT PARBTS SHOULD HAVE T}IE CFNICE AS TO hIHIC}I

PIELIC $ftIOOL THEY CAN SEND IHEIR CHILDRB{, OVER 60 PERCE{I SAID YES'



v
SCHOOLS OF CHOICE ARE ESPECIALLY SUMORTED BY URBAN RSIDEI,Iffi IN PTIII.ADELPI{IA

AND PITTSBURGH. IN PIIILADELPHIA, AI..IOST 80 PERIrI.IT SAID YES TO THAT OUESTION, OI'I IN

PITTSBUMH, 68 PERCE{I },IOULD SUPPORI SUSI S$NOLS,

THIS SAYS VERY CLEARLY THAT PARENTS HANI TO HAVE A ROLE IN ftIOOSIfuE THEIR

KIN' SCIMOL, TI{AI TIE-'|, I{ANI TO BE PARI OF TIf PARITGRSIiIP FOR BENER EII,ICATION,

A RECENI GALLUP POLL Sl'l0,lS THAT MST AIERICANS..6O PERCENT OF T}flSE

PI}L["B-+AVOR PARB{IAL OflICE. T}E NEl{ }ORK TIIIES RECE{ILY RtrOfiIED THAT A GRO.IIS

ttMER OF EDUCATORS AtO POLITICIANS SAY COfETITIOI.I IS AE ANSdER*I.-ETTIrc PARE{IS

OME TI€IR CTIII.DflB{'S SCIfl)LS.
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,SCHMLS OF C}OICE" IS AN ITEA THAT,S BEB! RtsRACED BY COI{SEruATIVES AI'ID

LIBERALS ALIIG. SSE FOMS OF "PARE{IAL OSIE" HAVE BEB.I AMFIEN BY 20 STATES, AND

20 I'DE ARE fr,*IIERING '$IOI(E' PROIPOSALS, 
*' h^{T%'

t .r't/

).' 'l' ,"-', i,\

PTJBLIC SCHOOLS OF CHOICE VARY FRil',I STATE TO STATE, THE INITIATIVES VARY TM

BECAUSE l.lHAT hIORKS I,IELL IN ONE STATE IV|IGHT MT BE I,IHAT IS NEEDED IN ANOIHER,

- uf1*i* C o4-!- lr"7r;*
AND MASSACHUSTTTS HAVE LED THE l^lAY IN ADOPTING CHOICE PROGRIJVIS,

. r-, N A.,J* , $'r.l(aaaPr

Il{ filtil'{Es0rA, BY 1990, ALL 700,m 0F ll$fr'lffi0TA,s ptBLIc S0fr}L sTtE'IIs HILL HAVE IHE

,r,',''i fvl

OPTION OF TRANSFERRING TO ANY OTTER SffML DISTRICT IN THE STATE,
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INGNTT SCHMLS REPRESE,IT ANOTHER VALUABLE FRff,I OF CI.NICE FOR STUDil-{IS AND

PAREIIS, AND ALREADY ARE OPERATIIIG IN SO'E SCHN. DISTRICTS IN PE}TIYLVANIA. VIH'IED

AS A STARTING POINI FOR IIVIPLEVIEI{IIT'IG CHOICE, TVIAGNET SCHMLS RESPOI\ID TO STUDEI{TS'

SPECIAL IIfIERESTS AND TALB{TS IN SUCH AREAS AS THE ARTS, SCIENCE, ECOIfr'IICS AND

LI]ERAIURE, AS IilELL AS IECHNICAL $[I,IDIES, ]HE MSICS ALSO ARE TAI.JGIII AT $ffiI SOMLS,

ONE OF THE TYOST succrssruL ryngnrer $cHmLS-tN THE co[ot'$IEALTH Is IN

PITTSBURGH, SCHE,II,EY HIGH SCHOOL CE'IIER THERE HAS BEEN NAilv|s A 'SCHML OF D(CELLENCE"

BY TtE UNITm STATES IEPARII'E'II 0F EilJCATI0N, ITS CLRRICULU{ Focus$ 0N II',IIERNATI0NAL

STI'DIES AI'ID HIGII TE$INOLOGY.
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SffiE EXPERTS FEEL ]HAT BY frPANDING CHOICE BEYOT{D MAGNTT SCHOOLS ]O INCLUDE

ALL HNLIC SCIIOOLS, RACIAL IIMGRATION CAN BE AO{IEIE) IN I'IAM AREAS. SI-ILL OT}IERS

FEAR THAT SOffiLS OF SOICE }IILL DISRUPT NE RACIAL BALANIE URBAN SC}EOLS HAVE TRIS)

TO AftIIE1/E,

Hil.IEVER, THE ffiY]MNt.lEALTH FOUNDATION HAS FOUI{D THAT BY PMVIDIT,IG SCMOLS

hTIICI,I AfiRAET ST1JDEIIS SPECIFICALLY BECAUSE ffi THE ruRRICULUITI, MCIAL INIEGRqTIO.I AICI

MUCATION OProRTUNITIES FOR IVIINORIT

ALSO, THE PEOPLE I^IHO'VE HAD EXPERIS{CE IN SCI{OOLS OF $IOICE TELL US THAT

IEAOIERS CAN BENEFIT TM THRflT+I SUCH S$IOOLS. IVIST IEAOHERS REffiNIZE T}IAT H.tsLIC

COfiFIDENCE IN 'ITIEIR PROFESSION HAS DII'IINISHM AL$IG }IIIH THE PERFOtr{AN(E OF IHE PI.JBLIC

->,J-'*
SC}IOCL SYS]E!'II -
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SUCCESSFUL CHOIIE PROGRAJVI$ ELEVATE TEACHERS BY REGADIIS IHB,I AS PARTNERS AND

ALLOI{ IHB'I GREAIER INDIVIDUALITY IN CURRICULII}I FOSIJLATIOI{ AND IEACI{II.G IECHNIOUB,

THE EXPERTS SAY,

AS I{ITH AI'IY ISSUE OF $UCH rV1AGNITUDE, THERE ARE, OF CflJRSE, AffiIJIEI{IS ON BOTH

SIDES OF IHE IqTTER, HO'EIER, IT APPEARS IHERE ARE I'lAffY GMD flIISS TO GIE OIII-OF

0PTING FOR "SCH00LS 0F Cli0lCEu AS A }rlAY T0 RESTRUCIURE AtW RH\El'l OUR FAILII{G

ETll,f'/tTrru\lAt tt\rttTrrr
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B[TI, AS I SAID IARLIER, ttlE CAN'T SHOOT FroH T}IE HIP ffi THIS ONE, l.lE I,II'ST

TAIG A VHY LOiIG AND VERY Mru LOOK AT THE }IICIIf PICruRE AND ALL ITS MTIIFICATIOI{S

..NOId At{D INIO THE FTJTURE'

TAKING THIS MURSE I{OUU II,EqN fiAT }iE AFE TUMING FRM ESTABLI${O NOM6

II{IO UNCI{AfiIED lllAIEPS AS FAR AS UJR $TATE IS COMERIED. gJOt CHAI{GES hUJI' HAVE

MEE{MUS trFEgT ON PARB{TS, STIJDEilIS, 'IEAC}EFS. THE IlfACT PMBABLY }OJD BE FILT

roR GREFATIfl'E TO COE.
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IN THE LOI.IG RUN, ANY REFOH,/I OF OUR EIIJCATIONAL SYSTRI IvlUST BE I.45TI[-16

REFOM, PROGRAIVTS THAT ARE NUI I,{ORKITS IVIJST BE STT ASIDE IN FAVOR OF INI'IOVATIVE

PmGRAJVIS THAT tllLL I,l0Rl(,

THIS IS NOT TO SAY OUR EDTJCATIONAL PROGRESS HAS NOT BEEI'I GOOD. l{E HAVE CSE

A LOIS }{AY, BUT CAI,IIST AFFORD TO STAGNAIE ISI,I. }'lE IiIJST [flE FOM{ARD SO UE,RE.READY

FOR THE 21ST CENTURY, THE $IALLEI.IGE IS FOffiIDABLE A]'ID THERE IS I'IUCH AT

STAIG--AIERICA'S PLACE IN T}E l,lORLD ECOTSiIY AIO OIifETITIVE ARB{A FOR STARIERS.
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IT IS IMPORTANI THAT ALL I^II.P ARE INOLVED IN TTIE EDUCATIOI'IAL PROCESS HAVE

S#IE SS'ISE OF CfrVT'1ITTVEI,I, OF OT{NERSHIP, THE PARTNERSHIP IvlUST INCLUDE PAREI'Iffi,

CHILDREN, EDUCATORS, TIIE BUSINESS Cff{VIUNITY, LAhITVIAKERS At{D GOVERNVIE\{I AGENIIES.

ALL IVI]ST BE E{rohERED TO HAVE A SAY IN Hfi.I AI-{D hlHAT CHILDRB,I LEARN AND

TEAOHERS TF,ACI]. IN THI$ I,IAY, hIE CAN PLAY A PART IN HELPII.IG GUARD AGAINST THE

ffiDIOCRITY, SOCIAL DECAY AND NATItr-IAL TECLINE OF hlHIC}I PRESIDffT BUSH SFOI(E.



/?

ALL OF THIS, OF COURSE, LEADS US TO TTIE LffiACY I SPOI€ OF EARIIER. At{D IT'S

IHE BEST PART OF IT ALLI I I I

TO ILLU$TRATE I'IY POINI, ALLOTI IiE TO SHARE WITH YOIJ A TRIE STORY OF A

KINDERGARIE.I SO{OL TEACHER I.IHO ASI€) HER STIJDB{IS TO PAII{I A PICTURE OF IHEIR SCfiML

CSVIPLil. IN REVIB{ING THEIR I.ORK, SHE CAT'E UMN OttE C}IILD,S DRqI,{Iffi AND, TRY AS $f

MIGHL C0I.JLDN'T SE H0r{ THE DMl,lII{6 IN At{Y l,{AY RESEtstE) THE ACruAL zulLDIls Al{D

GrcUNDS.
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I'IINUTES LATER, IT STRUCK HER. TTIE CIIILD HAD DRAl.lN AN AERIAL VIB.I, A NOVEL

APPROACH, TO SAY TTIE LEAST, AND ONE LUCIflLY REIIfORCED BY THE TEAC}IER,

THE CHILN'S DRAhIII,IG ILLUSTMTES NOT JIJST A SC}NOL, BIJI ALSO THE ESSEI,IIIAL

OUALITY OF ANY MqJOR CTIAI.IGE--A DIFFERB{I PEFSPESI-IVE fiAT OPENS UP I\E{ roSSIBILITIES,

A UNIzuE APPROACII TO SUPPLANI T}IE TRIM-AND-TH,JE,
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IHIS SAYS, T00 fr'lE 0F THE FINEST, t{ST LASTII\G, tmST IEANINGFUL THII-IGS ttE

CAN'GIVE OUR fiILNffiN IS A GOOD, SOLID OUALITY EDUCATION, BUI, CflJPI..ED I{ITH 1HAT I,IIST

BE A CERIAIN SSTSE OF FREEDCT'I TO BE CREATIVE. 'IO 
TffY OiE'S I,III,IGS IN fiE CLASSRMI SO

fiERE,S A LII'IIOP EEIITEFI II'4AGIMTION AND LEAtr,IIIs.

BY SO DOII'IG, IIIE ARE PREPARIIffi THRI TO EDUCATE THRISELVES THROUGHOUI THEIR

LIVES, I,IE ARE HELPING THflq REALLY USE TTIEIR PII[{D$, l-lE ARE HELPING GI\/E TTIEVI A

BRIGHTER, I'ORE SECURE FUTUffi.



?/

ALL OUR CHILDRM{ DESERVE A FAIR CIIANCE TO PREPARE FOR ADULT}NOD At{D IHE

ffiMNSIBILITIES IT BRII'IGS, NO OIE SIflJLN HAVE TO ATTB\D A SEMiD-RATE PIIBLIC SO{OOL

OR GET AN UNINSPIRED, SEtrND.MTE DUCATION IN OUR COWMfiqL]H OR IN OUR MUNTRY,

IVUKING CERTAIN THAT DOES NOT HAPPE}'I IS, INTm, A I+OT.IDERFUL LTGACY TO LEAVE OUR

CHILDREN, DON'T YOU AGREE?
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I OPB{M FIY REtARI$ TODAY WITH SIIE-IHING PRESIDB.{I BUSH SAID, ALLO.I IE I'IO'I

TO BRING THflVI TO A CLOSE BY OUOTING HItVl AGAIN:

,MUCATION IS OUR MST EI-IDURII'IG LEGACY, VITAL TO EVERffiIING hlE Affi

AND CAN BECff1E. AND, CflE THE NEff CB{ruRY--JUST 10 YEARS AI.IAY--hII.IAT

WILL IG BE? hIILL I,lE BE OHILDRB{ OF THE ENLIGHTEJTIEI,I, OR ITS ORP}IA[.IS?"

THANK YOU FOR ALL0r{ING tv'E T0 SHARE I,IY TH0|.,6HTS WITH YOU 0l,l THIS OCT0BER

IMRNING, IT HAS BEEN A GREAT PLEASURE TO BE WITH YOU FOR IHIS OCCASION.


