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REP. E. Z, TAYLOR/ SENIOR CITIZEN CENIER SEprslsen, 1988

(OPB\ING RBTARKS IN RESPONSE TO INTRODUfi'ION)

THE DEDICATION OF AM STRUCIURE REPRESSflS, TO ['E, A NEW BEGINNINGI I t '

l.lE HAVE COE HERE TODAY TO IVIARK A BEGINNING. I,,IE ARE HERE TO DEDICATE THE

rBl I'IEST CHESTER SE'll0R cB'lTER. I FEL IERY PRIVILEGED, IIIDEED, T0 BE PART 0F THIS

OCCASION AND T}IANK YOU FOR INCLIJDING IvlE.

IN THE SPRING OF I%7 I l^lAS PLEASM TO GATHER ON THIS SITE hIITH CB{IER BOARD

PRESIDB{I' STE\E I'ICGANN, CAIYIPAIGN CIIAIft1AN JO}IN HALL, C(MISSIO,IER PAT BAI..S.IIN AM

IVIAYOR TOVI CHMBERS TO BREAK GROUT{D FOR THE CENTER,

THAT IN ITSEtf I^IAS AN EXCITIIS DAY! I B\MISIOI,IED THESE I^IALLS RISING.

FLMRS BEING LAID, A RMF STRETO{II'IG OVER}IEAD. AND I AIVI EVE{ MORE THRILI.fD OI'I THIS

SEPIB,IBER DAY IN 1988. BECAI,ISE TODAY IT IS ]S LONGER A VISIO,I, A DREAIVI. IT IS A

RFXLIry!
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I'M FILLED WITH A Sil{SE OF EXHILARATION. OF ACCMPLISI.IVIEI{I, OF GRATITUDE.

I ]HINK OF ALL I.l}O HAVE I.IORIGD SO HARD TO ATTAIN THIS DRE}IVI--THE PLANI'IERS, WITH THEIR

FAR-SIGHTEDNESS AND SENSITIVITY TO THE NEED FOR THE CB{TER. THE PEOPLE l4HO

COI'IIRIBTITED IHEIR RESOURCES. THEIR GIFI-S HAVE HELPED MAIG THIS DAY POSSIBLT. TO THE

zuII..DERS. ALL }'IHO MVE GIIEN OF ]HEIR TII'E, TAI."B'TT OR TXEASURE TO CREATE THIS I{EETII.IG

PLACE FOR OIJR SENIOR CITIZB'IS. I TAIG I,IY HAT OFF TO YOU FOR YOUR WILLINGNESS TO BE A

PART OF THIS COMI]IVIB{I-, THIS SERVICE TO COII,IJNITY, AND I SAY THANK YOIJ FOR A JOB

I^IELL D0NE,

DO YOU IOOI^I OUR STATE IS NI.}tsER ONE IN THE NATION IN THE STRVICES IT PROVIDES

T0 SB,ll0R CITIZBIS? liE SPF]ID AB0UT $95 PER CAPITA 0N THill. tvlAl,lY STATES D0 r'uCH LESS.

FOR INSTANCE, FLORIDA SPB,IDS ABOIIT $20, WHILE CALIFORI'IIA BIJDGETS A LITTLE OIER $3.

AND TUAS, WHERE EVERYTHING IS SUPPOSED TO BE BIGGER AND BEflER, ONLY $2.58.

HERE IN PB{NSYLVANIA THE LEGISLATURE IS VERY AI^IARE OF THE NEDS OF ITS

SENIOR CITIZB'IS, AND l,{E RESPOI,ID TO IHOSE NEES. l,{E HAVE AN OUTSTAI{DING PRESCRIPTION

ASSISTANCE PR0GRAIVI-2E--F0R TIOSE 0F YOu 65 At{D 0VER l,lH0 FALL WIIHIN CERTAIN INCI|'E

QJIDELINES. ATID, THERE,S OJR PROPERIY TAX A]iID RB{T REMTE PROGMT'I TO ASSIST SB.IIOR

CITIZENS ON FIXED INCSIES.
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I.IE TRY VERY HARD TO Lil-AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE FALL THROUGH THE CRACKS.

THERE ARE DOZB.IS OF SERVICES AND BB\EFITS AVAILABLE, THEY ARE ALL OUTLINED IN A

CtrIPREHil{SIVE BROCHURE PTELISHED BY THE DEPAR]IVIM{I OF AGING, NOT ONLY DOES THE

BMKET OFFER INFOHVIATION ON PROGMIVIS ATID SEFVICES, IT ALSO TELLS YOU ABOTII STATE

AGBICIES, AS I^IELL AS STATE, LOCAL ATID NATIONAL GROUPS FOR OLDER PERSONS, ATID IT

TOUCHES ON FCIEML PROGRMS SUCH AS SOCIAL SECURITY, I'EDICARE, VEIEMNS BEIEFIR, ETC.

(lOTEr Y0lJ CAN I€NTI0N HERE SOEIHI]$ ABOII- BROCHURES BEING AVAILABTI--EITHER AT iHE

CEITER OR THROIJGH YOUR DISTRICT OFFIG, IF YOIJ TAIG MPIES ALONG WITH YOIJ, YOIJ WILL

I.IANI TO lvlB.IIION THAT PEOPLE CAN PICK THBvl UP HERE LATER).

BECAUSE PO{NSYLVANIA OFFERS SUCH A I^IIDE RANGE OF SERVICES AM PROGRAMS, IT

ALS0 IS VERY CLEAR T0 l€ THAT AS IEGISLAT0RS I,JE ARE ACtmLY Al.lARE OUR SB,llOR CITIZSIS

ARE A LARGE AND IMPORTANI PART OF OUR STATE SOCIETY.



I FOR ONE HAVE NO DOTETS THAT OLDER PII,{NSYLVANIANS ARE THE BACKBONE OF OUR

SOCIETY. THEY'VE GIVEN MUCH TO THIS STATE AND TO TIIIS NATION--PROBABLY I,NRE THAN AI'IY

OTHER AGE CROUP. ]HEIR YEARS OF WORK, OF SEFVICE, HAVE HELPCI IV1AIG OUR MIONilEqLTH

AND OUR COUI.IIRY I.JIIAT THEY ARE TODAY. FOR THAT, I.IE O^IE THRI. FOR THAT, I,IE THANK THB,I.

IN IVIY l^lORK IN THE FOUSE OF REPRESfl.ITATIVES I HAVE A CHANCE TO SEE THE BIG

PICTURE--TO SPOT TRB{DS. ONE THING ]HAT'S OBVIOIJS IS THAT MRE AND IORE PEOPLE ARE

LIVING TO l.lHAT ONCE I^IAS DESCRIBED AS A "RIPE OLD AGE."

I'VE ALSO FOUND THAT THE GROI^IING NUtsER OF VIGOROUS, HEALT}IY, II{IERES]ED

OLDER PEOPLE HAS HELPED OIERCOIE SOE SIEREOTYPES ABOUI AGING. FOR TVIAI'IY, THE BEST IS

YET TO CO'IE. OLNER PEOPIf HAVE }il-IAT I LIIG TO REFER TO AS 'THE ADVANIAGE OF VINIAGE."

IT IS TtY SINCERE HOPE OUR SENIOR CITIZB{S WILL CONIINUE TO PUI THAT

"ADVANTAGE" T0 W0RK FOR THEI. TIIAT IHEY WILL FII'ID A FULFILIJE'II 0F SORTS HERE, AtCI

IHAT AS THEY COE T0GEIIIER WIIH IEli AND OLD FRIB{DS 0F IHEIR O{N GB'IEMTI0N IN IHIS

CENTER, I}IAT THEY MAIG lHE RAFTERS RESOUTID WITH TIEIR LAUG}MR, THEIR SINGI]'IG, THEIR
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IIVIPORTANI PART OF THEIR LIIES.

IT IS IY'lf HOPE, T00, THEY t^llll MAIG THE I,'IEST CHESTER SB,ll0R CEI,ITER AN

THAT THE CR{TER WILL TAI€ A SIGNIFICANI PLACE IN THEIR

DAILY MUTIIE AI{D THEY WILL DROP IN OFTE{ AI{D STAY LONG. TIIAT THEY WILL MAIG NB{

FRIB\DS. GAIN NEI^I INSIGHIS, LEARN SOIEIHING NEI^I AS THEY RELAX AND SOCIALIZE

TOGEI}IER,

THAT ALL THE "NE}'I BEGINNINGS" THEY ilPERIB,ICE HERE IN IHIS GATHERING PLACE

}JILL B,IRICH THEIR LIVES, THIS CENTER, ITS STAFF, THE SB.IIORS l.lHO COE HERE, MULD

HAVE NO IOBLER GOAL,

I WISH YOU SUCCESS AND LONG LIFE, }.IEST CHESTER SB{IOR CENTER,

AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR INCLUDIIIG IvlE TODAY, IT HAS BEE\ A PLEASURE TO SHARE IN

THIS "NE}^I BEGINNING" WITH YOU.


