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TO THEIVI I T IV1AY HAVE SIOOD FOR A NAII ON OF PUR I TY. . , REPRESENTED

IHAI PUR I TY l^lAS BOUGHI AT THE PR I CE OF RED BLOOD, , ,

}I|ITH THE STARS .. I A NEl^l CONSTELLAIION OF SOVEREIGN STATES,.,

B.ISI-NG ON AN UNCLUTTERED AND CLEAR HOR I Z()N OF BLUE ,

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY, LOOKED AI

i T AI'{OTHE+++Y, HE SA I I) :

"l.lE IAKE THE STARS FRI)IVI HEAVEN, IHE RED FR

BY l^IH I IE,

OII OUR IVIOIHER

COUNTRY, SEPARATING IT BY WHITE STRIPES, IHUS SHOI^IING THAI l,lE

HAVE SEPARATED FROIT HER, AND THE l^lH I TE STR I PES SHALL GO DOI^IN

TO POSIER I IY REPRESENTI NG L IBER TY ."

ANOTHER INTERPRETATION OF OUR FLAC EXPLAINS THAI THE RED

IS FOR VALOR, ZEAL AND FERVENCY; THE WHITE FOR HOPE, PURITY,

CLEANL I NESS OF L I FE AND R I GHTNESS OF COI'IDUCT,; THE BLUE THE

COLOR OF HEAVEN FOR REVERENCE TO GOD, LOYALIY, S I NCER I TY,

JUSTI CE AND TRUTH.

THE EXPLANAII ON GOES ()N TO DEF I NE THE STAR AN ANC I ENT

SYIIBOL OF CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EASI AS A SYI4BOL ()F DOIV1INION

AND SOVEREIGNTY, AS WELL AS LOFTY ASPIRATIONSI
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IHE CONSTELLATION OF THE STARS I,{ITHIN IHE UNION ONE SIAR

FOR EACH STATE IS EIV1BLEIV1ATIC OF OUR FEDERAL CONSTITUTION,
a

I.IHICH RESERVES TO THE STATES THEIR INDIVIDUAL SOVEREIGNTY, EXCEPT

FOR RIGHTS DELEGATED BY THEIV1 TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNIVIENT,

WHATEVER THE INDIVIDUAL INTERPRETATION OR IV1EANING,,, OUR

FLAG IS UNIOUE IN THE SIGNIFICANCE ()F THE IV1ESSAGE IT SENDS TO

ALL THE I^IORLD,., A IVIESSAGT OF INDEPENDENCE.., OF INDIVIDUAL

LIBERTY.,. OF IDEALISIVI ,,, AND DTDICATION T() THE RIGHTS OF FREE

PEOPLE EVERYWHERE, IT HAS ENDURED THROUGH GENERATIONS, REPRESENTING

THT FINEST IDEALS OF IVIANKIND. AIUIONG EACH GENERATION, UNIOUE

IV1EAN I NGS HAVE E|VIERGED FOR D I FFERENT SEGIV]ENTS OF OUR SOC I ETY .

FOR THE VETERAN... THE FLAG REPRESENTS HOIVIE.,. FAMILY,,.

AND NATION, IT REPRESENTS ALL THAT HE SACRIFICED WHEN HE TOOK

UP ARI,IS IN THEIR DEFENSE, IT REPRESENTS A STANDARD AROUND I^IHICH

HIS AND OTHER NATIONS RALLIED IN TIIV1ES OF STRIFE. , , TfHEf'HIIFIT

, IT REPRESENTS AN UNSELFISH DEVOTION

FOR l.lH I CH IVIANY GAVE THE I R L I VES ,

.l
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FOR THE [1I LL I ONS OF IVIOTHERS AND FATHERS OF TH I S LAND I,IHO

I^IATCHED THE I R SONS I'IARCH PROUDLY IO THE CALL OF THE I R NATI ON , . ,

,

THEIR LOVED ONES, IT STANDS FOR THE ULTIIVIATE SACRIFICE ffi

rWmAKET0UPH0LDFREED0M,.,JtJSTICE,,,ANDDEM0CRACY.

TO THE CHILDREN OF THIS NAIION.,, OUR FLAG REPRESTNTS PERHAPS

THE F I RST ATTEIV1PT TO REC I TE SOI,IETH I NG OTHER THAN NURSERY RHYIVIES

OR PLAY SONCS. IT IS A COtVlIVlON RITUAL OF THEIR FIRST LEARNING

YEARS TO LEARN THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE,,, EVEN AS THEY ARE

JUST START I NG TO LEARN OTHER SK I LLS THAT l^l I LL CARRY THEI4 I NTO

YOUTH AND ADULTHOOD,

FROI{ THEIR YOUNGEST YEARS, OBSERVANCES SUCH AS OURS TODAY

BU I LD }^l I TH I N THEIVI THE PROPER RESPICT AND REVERENCE THAT BTLONGS

TO SUCH A SACRED SYI1BOL AS OUR STARS AND STR I PES ,

BUT, PERHAPS I,IOST OF ALL . , . OUR FLAG SYIVlBOL I ZES TO ALL

PEOPLE OF THE }{ORLD A NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY.

IT IS NOT THE FLAG OF A REIGNING FAI4ILY OR A ROYAL HOUSE, IT

I S THE FLAG OF IV1ORE THAN TI^IO HUNDRED IV1I LL I ON PEOPLE WELDED I NTO

A NATION.., ONE AND INSEPARABLE... UNITED NOT ONLY BY COIVllvlON

I NTEREST, BUT BY V I TAL UN I TY OF SENT I IV]ENT AND PURPOSE .

OUR FLAG REPRESENTS A R I GHTEOUS CAUSE FOR l^lH I CH THEY COTVIIVII TTED
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I S THE SP I R I I OF IHE AI'IER I CAN NATI ON , ITS HISIORY IS THE HISTORY

OF THE AIVIERICAN PEOPLE, TALES OF NATIONAL HONOR AND 6LORY CLUSTER

THICKLY ABOUT IT. EVER VICTORIOUS.,. IT HAS E|'IERGED TRIUMPHANT

FROI,I GREAT NATIONAL CONFLICTS, (' ,UO*' l{ITNESS TO THE EXPANSION

OF OUR NATIONAL BOUNDARIES... THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATURAL

RESOURCES,. ' AND THE SPLENDID STRUCTURE t)F OUR CIVII.IZNTION,)

IT IS THE PROIVIISE OF THE TRIUIlPH OF POPULAR GOVERNI,,IENT.,.

OF CIVIC AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY,,. AND OF A VIRTUOUS NATION.

YES, I,IY FRIENDS.., THE AI,ERI'AN FLAG IS lulANY THINGS TO

I4ANY PEOPLE' BUT ON THIS FLAG DAY LET US REIVIEIVIBER.., THE UNITED

:i STATES FLAG,,, OLD GLORY,,, Is uNIouE ilv THE DEEP AND N0BLEa.

SIGNIFICANCE OF IIS I1ESSAGE TO IHE ENIIRE l^lORLD A I\{ESSAGE

OF NAIIONAL INDEPENDENCE, ', OF INDIVIDUAL LIBER

auR FLAG EIVIBOD I ES THE ESS E OF PATRIOIISIVI . IIS SPIRIT

TY.,, OF IDEALISII,,,

AND OF PATR I OTI SIVI , W iE .r4€, Fr^1 .+ ur alt 11^-."f* \anr,.
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IT IS THE VISIBLE SIGN OF IHE STRONG SPIRIT THAI HAS BROUGHT

LIBERTY AND PROSPERIIY IO THE PEOPLE OF AI4ERICA, IT IS THE

FLAG OF US ALL,

THANK YOU,


