REP ELINOR Z. TAYLOR/FLAG DAY/6-12-94

TODAY WE GATHER TO PAY TRIBUTE TO OUR NATION'S FLAG.

I'M HONORED TO HAVE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A FEW COMMENTS
ABOUT THE STARS AND STRIPES AND WHAT OUR FLAG HAS MEANT -- AND
CONTINUES TO MEAN -- AS IT FLIES, FLAMING WIDE THROUGH THE SKIES OF
HISTORY.

THANKS FOR INVITING ME.

OUR STAR SPANGLED BANNER IS A STIRRING SIGHT AS IT WAVES IN
THE BREEZE, ISN'T IT? ITS STRIKING DESIGN, ITS BOLD RED, WHITE AND BLUE
REMIND US OF ALL OUR FLAG STANDS FOR WHEN IT COMES TO OUR NATION, OUR
GOVERNMENT, OUR PEOPLE, OUR IDEALS.

OUR FLAG CAN STIR US TO JOY...TO COURAGE....TO IDEALISM....AND TO
SACRIFICE. MANY MEN AND WOMEN HAVE DIED TO PROTECT OUR FLAG AND WHAT

IT REPRESENTS, NOT ONLY TO US AS AMERICANS, BUT TO THE WHOLE WORLD AS

WELL.
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WHEN FLAG DAY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1917, PRESIDENT WOODROW

WILSON HAD THIS TO SAY:

"FOR THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE EMBODIMENT OF OUR

HISTORY. IT IS THE EMBLEM OF OUR UNITY. OUR POWER. OUR THOUGHT AND

OUR PURPOSE AS A NATION. IT HAS NO OTHER CHARACTER THAN THAT WHICH WE

GIVE IT FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. THE CHOICES ARE OURS."

YES, SURELY, AND CLEARLY, THE CHOICES ARE OURS. IT IS, AND

ALWAYS HAS BEEN, UP TO US AS AMERICANS, MY FRIENDS.

DO NOT ALL OF US HAVE A COMMITMENT TO PRESERVE OUR

TRADITIONS OF STRENGTH, UNITY, FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE? THOSE

STRENGTHS THAT HAVE STOOD FOR SO LONG AND HAVE COST SO MUCH IN TERMS

OF HUMAN LIFE AND SACRIFICE....



ARE WE NOT ALL DUTY-BOUND AS FREE MEN AND WOMEN -- AS
AMERICANS -- TO PLAY A PART IN MAKING CERTAIN THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER
CONTINUES TO WAVE "OVER THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE HOME OF THE
BRAVE?"

AND SO, MY FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, AS WE GATHER TO PAY TRIBUTE
TO OUR FLAG AND ALL IT STANDS FOR ON FLAG DAY, 1994, ALLOW ME TO LEAVE
YOU WITH THIS PARTING THOUGHT....

MAY OLD GLORY ALWAYS MEAN AS MUCH TO US -- AND TO THE
WORLD -- AS IT FLIES, FLAMING THROUGH THE SKIES OF HISTORY, NOW AND FOR
ALL THE AGES YET TO COME.

FOR IT IS MY FERVENT HOPE -- EXPRESSED SO BEAUTIFULLY IN THE
WORDS OF THE SONG WE SING -- "LONG MAY OUR LAND BE BRIGHT WITH
FREEDOM'S HOLY LIGHT..;."

THANK YOU. - 30 -
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TO THEM IT MAY HAVE STOOD FOR A NATION OF PURITY... REPRESENTED &
BY WHITE. THAT PURITY WAS BOUGHT AT THE PRICE OF RED BLOOD...
WITH THE STARS ... A NEW CONSTELLATION OF SOVEREIGN STATES...

RISING ON AN UNCLUTTERED AND CLEAR HORIZON OF BLUE

e e

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY, LOOKED AT
IT ANOTHER WAY, HE SAID: — R
”WE TAKE THE STARS FROM HEAVEN, THE RED FROM OUR MOTHER
COUNTRY, SEPARATING IT BY WHITEMSTRIPES THUS SHOWING THAT WE
HAVE SEPARATED FROM HER, AND THE WHITE STRIPES SHALL GO DOWN

TO POSTERITY REPRESENTING LIBERTY.”



ANOTHER INTERPRETATION OF QUR FLAG EXPLAINS THAT THE RED
IS FOR VALOR, ZEAL AND FERVENCY; THE WHITE FoR HOPE, PURITY,
CLEANLINESS OF LIFE AND RIGHTNESS OF CONDUCT; THE BLUE -- THE
COLOR OF HEAVEN -- FOR REVERENCE To 60D, LOYALTY, SINCERITY,

JUSTICE AND TRUTH,

. THE EXPLANATION GOES ON TO DEFINE THE STAR -- AN ANCIENT
SYMBOL OF CIVILIZATIONS IN THE EAST -- AS A SYMBOL OF DOMINION

AND SOVEREIGNTY, AS WELL AS LOFTY ASPIRATIONS,



THE CONSTELLATION OF THE STARS WITHIN THE UNION — ONE STAR
FOR EACH STATE -- IS EMBLEMATIC OF OUR FEDERAL CONSTITUTION,
WHICH RESERVES TO THE STATES THEIR INDIVIDUAL SOVEREIGNTY, EXCEPT
FOR RIGHTS DELEGATED BY THEM TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

WHATEVER THE INDIVIDUAL INTERPRETATION OR MEANING... OUR

FLAG IS UNIQUE IN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MESSAGE IT SENDS TO

ALL THE WORLD... A MESSAGE OF INDEPENDENCE... OF INDIVIDUAL ,‘
LIBERTY... OF IDEALISM... AND DEDICATION TO THE RIGHTS OF FREES{:ﬂQX

PEOPLE EVERYWHERE. IT HAS ENDURED THROUGH GENERATIONS, REPRESENTING

THE FINEST IDEALS OF MANKIND. AMONG EACH GENERATION, UNIQUE
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WHEN FLAG DAY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1917, PRESIDENT WOODROW
WILSON HAD THIS TO SAY:

"FOR THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE EMBODIMENT OF OUR
HISTORY. IT IS THE EMBLEM OF OUR UNITY. OUR POWER. OUR THOUGHT AND
OUR PURPOSE AS A NATION. IT HAS NO OTHER CHARACTER THAN THAT WHICH WE

GIVE IT FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. THE CHOICES ARE OURS."
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YES, SURELY, AND CLEARLY, THE CHOICES ARE OURS. IT IS, AND

ALWAYS HAS BEEN, UP TO US AS AMERICANS, MY FRIENDS.

DO NOT ALL OF US HAVE A COMMITMENT TO PRESERVE OUR
TRADITIONS OF STRENGTH, UNITY, FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE? THOSE
STRENGTHS THAT HAVE STOOD FOR SO LONG AND HAVE COST SO MUCH IN TERMS

OF HUMAN LIFE AND SACRIFICE....



<,

RE WE NOT ALL DUTY-BOUND AS FREE MEN AND WOMEN -- AS
AMERICANS -- TO PLAY A PART IN MAKING CERTAIN THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER
CONTINUES TO WAVE "oVER THE LAND OF THE FREE AND THE HOME OF THE
BRAVE?"

AND SO, MY FRIENDS AND NEIGHEORS, AS WE GATHER TO PAY TRIBUTE
TO OUR FLAG AND ALL IT STANDS FOR ON FLAG DAY, 1994, ALLOW ME TO LEAVE

YOU WITH THIS PARTING THOUGHT....



MAY OLD GLORY ALWAYS MEAN AS MUCH TO US -- AND TO THE

WORLD -- AS IT FLIES, FLAMING THROUGH THE SKIES OF HISTORY, NOW AND FOR

ALL THE AGES YET TO COME.

FOR IT IS MY FERVENT HOPE -- EXPRESSED SO BEAUTIFULLY IN THE

WORDS OF THE SONG WE SING - "LONG MAY OUR LAND BE BRIGHT WITH

FREEDOM'S HOLY LIGHT...."

AN



