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The flag we honor today represents many things to many people . . . and as citizens of
X‘J this nation, we have our collective traditions . . . and unique ways of paying tribute individually
%’Q\é’ . .. to the symbol of our great nation.
Perhaps the most common of all is reciting the pledge of allegiance on occasions hke this
_when we do that . . . although the words are the samc . . . the thoughts about whm thcy
mean are as diverse as the numbers of us who are here this afteron,
1)1t is the flag that flies high, wide and handsome on joycus happy occasions - a fight
won . . . a country freed . . . a peace remembered.
2.) It is the flag that is solemn as it drapes the casket of a’oved one or of a comrade'
fallen in the line of duty.
3) It is the ﬂag children wave in joy, widows clutch in soriow. To the children, also it
represents perhaps the first attempt to recite something; other than nursery rhythms

or songs.
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jlt is the flag th;_tiini énéér and rebellion that has been dusecrated by our own

misguided and mislead.

5.) It is the flag that was burned by the terrorists in Iran, and that act served only to unite

our people.
~6.) It is the flag carried in battle to protect our land and liburty.

7.) It is the flag that symbolized freedom to the oppressed people of Europe - it was
carried on the beaches of Normandy - All Americans were reminded on the 50th
anniversary of D-day of the sactifices of brave men who fought and died for our
precious freedom,
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10.) For the veteran the flag represems home family nal on. MM
sactificed—when he-took-up-arms-to-protect-home;fumily, Tration.

M "We take the stars from heavcn, the red from our Mother C Country, separating

w)'/\w it by white stripes, thus showing that we have separ:ted from her, and the

W white stripes shall go down to posterity representing liberty.”

Another interpretation of our flag explains that the red is for valor, zeal and fervency;
the white for hope, purity, cleanliness of life and rightness of conduct; the tlue - - the color of
Heaven - - for reverence to God, loyalty, sincerity, justice and trut’.

’ The_explanation goesonto-definethe sfar - - an-ancient symbol-of eivilizations—in-the east

umbeuﬂdmmrmdm%@w—wduﬂe&r@mﬁm‘ﬂhmm&hmn of
th‘emns__\sm;hm-t»hefun‘l‘ﬁﬁ - - one star for each state - - is emblematii; of our federal constitution,
which reserves to the states their individual sovereignty, except for rights delegated by them to
the federal govemment.



Do not all of us have a commitment to preserve our traditior:s of strength, unity, freedom
and independence? Those strengths that have stood for so long and have cost so much in terms

of human life and sacrifice . . . _ I

hvwmwﬂ&u@w%

/4*"" /Muﬁﬂixf{ »4 Mwux s W
MMA«M Jo Pty 7

/;W/ﬁ%m 7%W

- _V - — —



