
REP, ELINOR Z. TAYLOR I'lovu{srn 1988

CHESCO FIRE POLICE ASSOCIATION

(RESPOND TO THE INIRODUCTION)

I'lvl ALI^IAYS HONORED TO BE GIIEN THE OPPORTUNIry TO TALK WITH VOLUNTEERS--A

GROUP WHICH I CONSIDER TO BE AN IMroRTANI CORNERSTONE IN OUR SOCIETY,

VOLUI{IEERS LEND THE HELPING HA[{D, RESPOND UNSELFISHLY TO THE CALL FOR HELP,

AND PERFORIVI THE ULTIMATE HI.flIAN SERVICE DEED OF "DOING UNIO OTHERS,,,"

VOLUNTEERS CAN BE FOUND IN NURSING HO'VIES, HOSPITALS, CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS,

YOUTH GROUPS, CHURCHES, SCIIOOLS AIID IVIAI'IY OTHER PLACES WIIHIN OUR SOCIEIY, ALL ARE

IMPORTANI, AND ALL IvlAIG TRBVIil{DOUS CONIRIBTIIIONS TO THEIR FELLO}I IV1AN AND THIS NATION

BY GIVING OF THEIR TIME AND TALENIS.

I DON'T lvlEAN TO RAIE IHE IMPORTANCE OF VOLUNTEERS, BECAUSE ALL HAVE A ROLE

a+4nt'lll{
AND ARE DESPERA]ELY NEEDED. BUT THIS AB*ffi I DO l^lAI'II TO BVIPTIASIZE THE VITAL ROLE

THAT PIERGENCY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS PLAY IN OUR LIIES.
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WHEN I THINK OF THE FIREFIGHTER, THE FIRE POLICE VOLUNTEER, THE AMULANCE

ATIEI{DANT,,.}'IORDS LIIG "UNSELFISH" AND "RELIABLE"... COME TO MIND, THESE ARE LABELS

THAT I'lvl SURE EACH OF YOU WEAR PROUDLY, AND YOU DESERVE CHISTER COUNTY'S DEEP

APPRECIATION FOR IVIEASURING UP TO lHE STiFF REAUIRBYENTS OF VOLUNTEERING. YOU ARE THE

PEOPLE THAT lvlAIG A DIFFERB{CE; YOU lvlAIG THAT DIFFERB{CE THROUGH ACTIONS. FOR SME,

IT'S GREAT TO TALK A GOOD GAIVIE OF HELPING OTHERS BUT THEY HAVE DIFFICULry PUTIING

THEIR I^IORDS IIffO ACTION.

rLa$*
THOSE OF YOU HERE TON+€fIT IOIOI.I OF THE DIFFICULTIES AND OBSTACLES THAI ONE

MUST OVERCffiE IN ORDER TO BE A VOLUNTEER IN THE TRUE "ACTION-SINSE" OF THE I^IORD,

PS{NSYLVANIA IS FORIUNAIE IN THAT NEARLY IOO,MO INDIVIDUALS HAVE ANSI,JERED

t14e.t >n*,
IHE CALL AS FIRE SAFEIY AIID FIREFIGHTING VOLUNIEERS. T}IOSE OF YOU HERE IHISflEMIIG

ARE PART OF A SELECT AND IMPORTANI GROUP KNOWN AS THE FIREFIGHTERS,

THE PENNSYLVANIA FIRE POLICE ASSOCIATION SAYS THERE ARE SOVIE 4O,OOO FIRE

POLICE IN PENNSYLVANIA, THAT'S A SIZEABLE NLMER...A NtflIBER THAT GB{ERATES HUNDREDS

OF THOUSANDS OF HOURS OF SERVICE EACH YEAR FOR THIS STATE.
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I KNOW--AND YOU WELL KNOW--THAT VOLUNTEERS, NO |VIATI'ER WHAT IHE SITUATION,

SELHT,I RECEIVE IHE REMGNITION OR SUPPORT THEY DESERVE. SOVIE OF THIS STATE'S IVOST

DEDICATED YE LEAST RECOGNIZED SERVANIS ARE THE FIRE POLICE.

FIRE POLICE OFTEN ANSI^IER THE CALL IN BVIERGENCY SITUATIONS WITHIN COIVIVIUNITIES

RANGING FRO'VI NATURAL DISASTERS SUCH AS FLOODING TO MAN-CAUSED PROBLEVIS SUCH AS

VANDALISM OR CROhID CONIROL,

IXOST COryIUNITIES RELY ON FIRE rcLICE TO lVlAN THE STREII-S WHEN CMTUNITY

CELERATIONS ARE HELD. YOU,RE OFTEN A VISIBLE AND I,iELCOIE PRESB{CE AT TOy'IN PARADES,

COUNry FAIRS OR LOCAL SPORTING EVENTS.

BUI BY FAR YOUR LARGEST CONIRIBUIIONS CffiE WHILE YOUR FELL&.I FIREFIGHTERS

ARE RESPONDING TO A FIRE OR RELATED il]ERGB{CY CALL. ]HE FIRE POLICE REPRESRff THE

FIRST LINE OF "ATTACK" IN THAT RESPONSE, IF THE FIRE APPARATUS CANNOT MAKE IT TO THE

SCEIE IN A TII,ELY AND ORDERLY FASHION, PROPERTY IS LOST AND LIVES ARE ENDANGERED.

]
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YOU PROVIDE THAT ALL-IMPORTANI LINK BE]WEEN FIREHOUSE AND BVIERGENCY SITE.

YOU TAIG TO lHE STREEJ'S TO CAL.IVI A SITUATION THAT OFIEN EVOIGS PANIC, RECKLESSNESS AND

JUST PLAIN NOSINESS BY JOHN Q, PUBLIC.

I'VE OFTEN NOTICED IHAT DOGS BARK AND HOl^lL ALONG WI]H THE FIRE SIREN, AND

I'M SURE IVIAI,IY OF YOU I4OULD AGREE THAT THE FIRE WHISTLE OFIEN HAS A STRANGE AND SCARY

AFFECT ON SOV]E PEOPLE AS WELL. FORIUNAIELY FOR THE CO{VIUNITY AT LARGE, YOU RESPOND

II,flEDIA]ELY TO BRING A SStsLANCE OF ORDER AND CAL]VI TO THE SITUATION.

BASICALLY, l,lHAT I'lvl SAYING IS THAT YOU DO A FINE JOB UNDER CONDITIONS THAI

ARE ANTTHING BUT IDEAL. AIID ALT]OUGH YOU DON'T OFTEN RECEIVE THE "IHANK YOU" OR PAT

ON THE BACK THAT YOU DESE$/E, I I.IANT YOU TO $M THAT TNST EVERY CHESIER MUNTIAN IS

AWARE OF YOUR CONIRIBUIIONS, YOUR SACRIFICES AND SERVICE.

YES, THE GENERAL PTELIC--I\4YSELF INCLUDED--TM OFTEN TAKES THE VOLUNTEER FOR

GRANTED, LOCAL COVIVIUNITIES AND ]HE STAIE OFIEN TAIC ]HE VOLUNTEER SERGENCY GROUP FOR

GRANTM, OFIEN LEAVING YOU ALONE TO FB\D FOR YOURSELVES AI.{D STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL.

t
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IT'S A CONSTAI.I STRUGGLE FOR SOIVIE VOLUNTEER FIRE CO'VIPANIES AND AIVIBULANCE

SOUADS TO STAY AFLOAT, BOTH FINANCIALLY AND MNPOI.IER WISE, }{E'VE BEEN FORTUNATE HERE

IN CHESIER COUNTY IN THAT THE SPIRIT OF VOLUNIEERISIVI SEBVIS TO SHINE, BUT l,lE MUST NOT

IAKE THE VOL OR THE VOLUNTEER ilERGENCY G FOR GRANIED

( PAUSE)

IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT I'M PROUD TO NOIE SEVERAL hlAYS IN WHICH THE

COIA/IOI'{hIEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AND THE PENNSYLVANIA GENERAL ASSRtsLY ARE I^IORKING TO

LEND YOU A DESERVED HAND OF SUPPORT.

OOEMS.., 
THE BVIERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES SYSTEIVI, |\/lAI'IY OF YOU ARE FAIVIILIAR

WITH THIS PROGRAM, AND I'D LIIG TO UPDATE YOU ON SO4E VERY I|V|PORTANT IMPROVilIENTS ]HAT

HAVE BEEN IvlADE TO IT RECENILY.

ilS WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE 1970s TO COORDINATE EVIERGENCY SERVICES BY

OFFERING CENIRALIED PLANNING, DISPATCHING AI{D OTHER BB{EFITS SUCH AS "911." THE LA}i

WAS REWRITTEI{ IN 1985, AND I'M PROUD TO SAY THAT ] PLAYED A ROLE IN REDRAFI'ING THE LAl,l

AT THAT TIME. UNDER THE 1985 LA}i, A $10 FEE t,lAS TO BE ASSESSED TO ALL IVNVING TRAFF]C

VIOLATIONS.
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THESE IVNNIES WERE EARIVIARKED TO ASSIST LOCAL ilIERGEI{CY ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS

THE STATE, UNFORTUNATELY, PENNMT'S INIERPREIATION OF THE LAW I,IAS SO NARROhI ]HAT THE

ANIICIPATED $10 MILLION ANNUAL REVB'IUE I^IAS NEVER GENERA]ED.

MREOVER, THE HEALTH DEPARTMENI AND THE ATYIINISTRATION SAT ON THE $7 MILLION

THAT I^IAS ACCUMULATED.,. REFUSING TO APPROPRIATE IT TO ilERGENCY ORGANIZATIONS.

IN SHORT, IT hlAS A BUMBLING BUREAUCRATIC IPISODE OF THE WORST KIND. IVIONIES

EAMARIGD TO HELP PENNSYLVANIA'S VOLUNTEER BIERGENCY SERVICE GROUPS lllERE NOT GETTING

TO THEM. , . AND THERE I^IAS NO EXCUSE FOR IT.

I'M PLEASED TO REPORT THAT CORRECTIVE STEPS HAVE BEfl\ TAIG{ THROUGH THE

RECE{ILY rufiM ACT 121 OF 1988 SIGNED INTO LAI.I ON OCTOBER 21. THIS ACT MES SEVERAL

THINGS THAT WILL BE OF BENEFIT TO ilIERGENCY SERVICE VOLUNIEERS:

EIBST--IT SPECIFIES JUST l^lHAT A IVOVING VIOLATION IS SO THAT PENNDOT AND

ALL LAW ENFORCEIV1ENI PERSONNEL KNOI^I WHICH VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE

ASSESSED THE $10 FEE. SIMPLY PUT, THE $10 EIVIS FEE APPLIES TO ALL

MOTOR VEHICLE LAI.I VIOLATIONS OTHER THAN A PARKING TICKET.
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SECONDLY--IVIONIES ACCUMULAIED IN IHE FUND WILL BE APPROPRIATED ANNUALLY IO

THE HEALTH DEPART]VIENI SPECIFiCALLY FOR DISTRIBUTION TO LOCAL

BVIERGENCY GROUPS. THIS LANGUAGE WILL LEAVE NO OUESTIONS OR LEN^IAY

FOR THE BURFJUCRATS IO AVOID THIS RESPONSIBILIry.

FINALLY, THE NEI^I LA[.I RESTORES $1 ,5 MILLION IN GENERAL FUND IVONIES FOR EMS,

THE RESTORM FUNDING IS IN ADDITION TO A STANDING $6 MILLION APPROPRIATION.

]HIS BRINGS. EIERGB{CY SERVICE STATE ASSISTANCE TO $7.5 I,IILLION FOR TIIE CURRENI 1988-89

FISCAL YEAR--UP BY $2,6 MILLION SINCE 1985, IN ADDITION, THE ilIS $10 TRAFFIC

VIOLATION FEE W]LL PROVIDE EVEN IV|ORE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

SO, l,lHAT DOES THIS IEAN FOR OUR \rcLUN]EER IX.IITS? HOPEFULLY, THESE BEEFED UP

STA]E APPROPRIATIONS WILL HELP LOCAL UNITS COVER COSTS OF TRAINING, ASSIST WI]H

FUNDRA ISING ACTIVITIES AND PURCHASE PROGRAIVIS.

YOU AND I BO]H KNOl.l THAT NONEY CANNOT BIJY VOLUNTEERS, A VOLUNIEER IS A

SPECIAL BRED OF INDIVIDUAL,.. HE OR SHE EITHER HAS l,ilHAT IT TAKES, OR THEY MN'T.

THEY EITHER I,ilANI TO -- AND FIND THE TIl'lE TO -- HELP, OR THEY DON'T.
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t/lORE STATE IVIONEY CAN HELP LOCAL UNITS USE THEIR MANPOI^IER IVORE EFFECTIVELY BY

POSSIBLY EASING IHE NEED FOR AS IvlANY FUNDRAISING EFFORTS, BUT IT t^lON'T SOLVE THE

SHORTAGE OF VOLUNIEERS THAT ylAI,IY UNITS ARE EXPERIENCING. THAT, I4Y FRIENDS, IS A

CALLING THAT EACH PERSON lVlUST FACE AND ANSI^IER IN HIS OR HER OI^IN WAY.

PERHAPS WE CAN--BOTH ON A STAIE AND LOCAL LEVEL--DO A BEI'TER JOB OF

TNFoMTNG THE puBlrc THAT voLUNTEERs ARE NEEDD $** am n uusrlrr LrFE AND

PROPERTY-SAVING SERVICES ARE TO MNTINUE, THE RIGHT MESSAGE OFTEN CAN STIR SOVIE TO

PARTICIPATE t,lHO OTHER}{ISE MAY NOT SEE A NEEN,

$$GEE

ANOTHER RECENILY ENACTED LAl^l IS OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE "FIRE]VIEN'S BILL OF

RIGHIS," IT'S ACT 87 OF 1988, AND IT EflENDS THE LIFE OF ]HE PENNSYLVANIA BVIERGENCY

IVIANAGBVIE\IT AGENCY (PUVIA) FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS. ACT 87 ALSO ESTABLISHES THE OFFICE

OF FIRE SAFEry SERVICES AS A FONV1AL POSITION BY IVIANDA]E OF THE GENERAL ASSRtsLY, THE

P0ST HAS BEBI IN RISTENCE AT THE PLEASURE 0F THE G0VERN0R SINCE THE MID-1970s... But

IT HAD NO REAL LEGISLATIVE GUARANTEES OR POI^IERS.
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I,M HOPEFUL THAT THIS NEII.I OFFICIAL SIATUS WILL ENABLE THE OFFICE TO BECOV]E A

BIT IVIORE INDEPENDENI OF THE AIMINISTRATION... AND CONSESUEI'ILY IVORE OUTSPOI€N IN

BEHALF OF THE FIREFIGH]EPS ATID FIRE POLICE l.lHO WORK SO HARD FOR THEIR FELLOI^I CITIZENS.

( PAUSE)

HOUSE BILL 1011 IS ANOTHER MEASURE THAI HAS UNANIIVOUSLY BEEN APPROVED BY THE

HOUSE. IT CURRENTLY AWAITS SENAIE ACTION, ]HE MEASURE WOULD IMPLEIENI SAFEGUARDS FOR

VOLUNTEER FIRE SERVICE PERSONNEL l.lHO RESPOND TO THE CALL FOR HELP ATID AS A RESULT IvlISS

TIME ON THE JOB.

THE BILL, IF ENACTED, WOULD PROTECT AN EIVIPLOYEE FROVI BEING DISCRIMINATED

AGAINST AS A RESULT OF HIS OR HER MISSCI hORK DUE TO BV]ERGENCY SERVICE ACTIVITIES, IT

FURTHTR WOULD EXPAND PRO]ECTION FOR THOSE VOLUT{IEERS l,\lHO MISS WORK FOR EflENDED

PERIODS BECAUSE OF AN INJURY RESULTING FROVi FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE. I'M I1OPEFUL THAT

THE SEI{ATE WILL IvlOVE THIS BILL TO THE GOVERNOR BEFORE THE EI'ID OF THE CURRENI

LEGISLATIVE SESSION.

( PAUSE)
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THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST TO VOLUN]EERS, INCLUDING ONE THAT

I^IOULD INCREASE LOAN LIMITS FOR FIRE COV1PANIES AND AItsULANCE SSUADS UNDER THE

LOW- I N]EREST /rrllrVW
i4 ft)r,u 5 S

1

, i*
fu,\;, f',''{roru

BUT ONE MAJOR PIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT MOST EVERY VOLUNIEER IS KEEPING AN

IS THE "SMALL GAIVIES OF CHANCE" BILL.

AS YOU KNOI^I, IT hlAS PASSD BY THE GENTRAL ASSRtsLY At.,D SENI TO THE GOVERNOR

IN OCTOBER, GOV. CASEY--AFTER CONSIDERABLE REVIEI^I--VrI.OM THE BILL,

NOI'/, I KNOl^l THAT SOIVIE PROPONENTS OF THIS PARTICULAR VTRSION OF A SIV1ALL GAMES

OF CHANCE BILL IIVIVIEDIATELY SAY THAT CASEY AND ALL LEGISLATORS I^IHO HAVE HAD

RESERVATIONS ABOIJT THE BILL ARE ENBV]IES OF FIRE COTVIPANIES, LODGES, AND OTHER LOCAL

VOLUNIEER GROUPS,

I'M HERE TO SAY THAT SUCH CHARGES ARE RIDICUI.OUS--AND I DON'T TAKE KINDLY TO

IHRI, I'LL STACK IV]Y REMRD ON BEHALF OF VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS--ESPECIALLY

THE FiRE COIVIPANIES AND AIVIBULANCE SOUADS--AGAINST AIIYONE,
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I HAVE I4ORKM ESPECIALLY HARD TO GAIN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN NEhl STATE

FUNDING FOR THESE ORGANIZAIIONS.

I WOULD, HOWEVER, LIKE TO TAKE THIS TIME TO ADDRESS YOU--FACE.TO-FACE--AND

Lfl-YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHERE I STAND ON THE SIVIALL GAIVIES OF CHANCE ISSUE.

I MUST BE FORTHRIGHT AND TELL YOU THAT I AM NOT AN ADVOCATE OF GAMBLING.

THE HORROR STORIES OF FINANCIAL LOSSES,,, PERSONAL LOSSES,,. FAJVIILY HARDSHIPS.,. AND

SOCIII-AL PROBLBVIS BROUGHT ABOUI BY CASINO GAMBLING IN ATLANIIC CITY ARE WELL

MCUMENTED.

HOWEVER, I AM A REALIST IN THAT I K}OI^I PUNCHBOARDS, RAFFLES, ETC. HAVE BEB{

GOING ON, ., AND WILL CONTINUE IN PF-NNSYLVANIA REGARDLESS OF THE LAI,I. II{DED, SUCH

EFFORTS PROVIDE VOLUI{IEER GROUPS WITH NEEDED FUNDS.

NOW, IF I MAY, I'D LIKE TO EXPRESS I.{Y I{AJOR OzuECTION TO THE STVIALL GAI{ES OF

CHANCE BILL IHAI WAS PASSED AND VE-I-OED. FRANKLY, IT COI{IAINS LANGUAGE THAT GOES

OF

BEYOND THE REALIV1 OF PROVIDING FIRE COIVIPANIES WITH SMALL GAIVIES AUT}IORITY.

I
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OUITE SIIVIPLY, THE SIVIALL GAIV1ES OF CHANCE BILL--AS CURRENTLY WRIII'EN-- IS A

WELL-DONE DISGUISE ON BEHALF OF PRO-GAMLING FORCES THAT I^IANT TO SEE OFF-TRACK

BTMING, CASINO GAlvlBLING AND THE LIIGS IN THE COOOIMEALTH.

THE LANGUAGE PROVIDES THESE FACTIONS WITH THE OPENINGS THEY HAVE BEEN

SEEKING TO II"IVADE PENNSYLVANIA.

YOU AND I BOTH KI\OW THAT hIITHOUI HONESTY AI'ID REGULATION, GAMLING AUICKLY

CAN BECOV]E A lvlAJOR RIP-OFF, PENNSYLVANIA MES rcT NEED ]HE LAW B{FORCBVIENT PROBLEVIS

ASSOCIATED WITH THE BIG-TIME GAMBLING FACTIONS.,. NOR DOES ITS PEOPLE NEED THE

PERSONAL LOSSES ASSOCIATION hIITH SUCH OPERATIONS,

CONSESUENILY, GOV, CASEY HAS PROPOSED A REDRAilING OF THE SIVIALL GAIVIES OF

CHANCE BILL TO ENSURE ]HAT BLANK CHECKS ARE NOT WRITIEN TO THE !,IRONG PEOPLE. LATSUAGE

MUST BE INCLUDED TO LIMIT GROi.ITH OF GAI,tsLING AI{D TO IGEP A TIGHT LID ON MANUFASTRERS

AND DISTRIBUTORS OF THESE PRODUfiS. .
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--IHE GRFJTEST REh/ARD FOR SERVING OTHERS IS THE SATISFACTION FOUND

I N YOUR OI^IN HEART,

--SERVICE IS THE RENT hIE PAY FOR THE SPACE I^IE OCCUPY IN THIS I^IORLD.

--THERE ARE NOT GREAT IvlEI\ EXCEPT THOSE WHO HAVE RENDERED SERVICE TO MANKIND.

At{D FINALLY THIS,

AS I STAIED EARLIER, IT TAIGS A SPECIAL PERSON TO VOLUNTEER HIS OR HER TIME,

IT'S NOT FUN T0 ANSI,IER THE CALL AT 2 A,M, 0N A ZER0 DEGREE lill{lER NIGHT, IT'S NOT ALL

THAT ENJOYABLE TO EITB\D IHE HELPING HAIID ONLY TO HAVE OTHERS RIDICULE IT, IT,S NOT

FUN TO PUT YOUR OhIN HEALTH AND SAFEIY ON THE LINE.

"THE MEASURE OF A I{AN IS NOT THE NUMER OF SERVANIS HE HAS, BUI

THE NUIVIBER OF PEOPLE HE SERVES. "
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COIVIPAN

ON THE SURFACE, THE $VIALL GAMES OF CHANCE BILL FOR VrIERANS CLUBS AND FIRE

SOUNDS HARIVILESS.., ALL IT hlOULD DO IS LEGALIZE WHAT HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE.

TRUE. BUT, AND THIS IS A MAJOR "B[JT." I,.IE MUST BE ON GUARD AGAINST THOSE I,JHO ARE

TRYING TO USE THE FIRE CtrIPANIES AND VilERANS AS NOTHING |VNRE THAN A VEHICLE TO

OPENING THE FLOODGATES TO CASINO AND OTHER BIG-TIME GAMBLING IN PENNSYLVANIA.

I THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING IVIE TO STATE I\4Y POSITION ON THIS TOPIC, AND I'[V1

HOPEFUL THAT YOU SEE THE CffiPLEXITY OF THIS ISSUE. I^IE MUST GUARD AGAINST THE

UI{DESIRABLE ELBVIEI'IT IHAT ONCE IN IS DIFFICULT TO CONIROL AND ELIMINATE, l,'lHB{ l^lE HAVE

A BILL THAT PROVIDES THESE PROTECTIOI{S, I WILL UNDOIETEDLY SUPPORT IT. BUT I CANIWT

ALLOW THESE ELilENIS TO USE OUR VOLUNTEERS AS A VEHICLE FOR THEIR OI^IN BIG-TIME

GAML I NG PURPOSES ,

IN CLOSING, I JUST WANI TO il1PHASIZE THE I|VIPORTANCE OF YOUR SERVICE ON

BEHALF OF OTHERS.

HERE ARE A FEl,l STATEIVIENIS THAT RFJLLY SAY IT ALL ABOUI SERVING AIID

( PAUSE)

VOLUNTEERI NG .

,p
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BUT THOSE WHO TRULY VOLUNTEER FOR IHE RIGHI REASONS KNOW ONE THING, THEY

THANK YOU,

-END-

IOIOI,I THAT HELPING OTHERS IS PERSONALLY REI,IARDING. AND THEY IOIOV{ THAT THEY ARE DOING

SOIVIEI'HING TO I|VIPROVE IHIS LIFE FOR OTHERS,

IN IVIY VIEI^I, ,, THAT'S Sffiil-HING,


