
wt TODAY BECAI,.iE AI- JT,$T OUR CHEAT DIVERSITY hIE HAVE A

ED INT I THAT Ec I NG 0llR t H; LDREN ,

IT I{AS SOCRATES HHO SAID,

,,IF I COIILI} GO Til THE HIGHTLI'PI.frCE It{ ATHEI{S, I I{OULD LIFT

UP I{Y VOICE AflD SAY! II},.,[ l+EAil YI" .iLLOI{ 
CITIZEIIS, TTIAT YE TURII

EYERY ST0I{E T0 SCRIPE HEALTI{ T0GEft{8.1 . . AtlD TAIG S^ LIffLE CARE

urtl CHI'lREil, T0 H10l'l YE t-flJST 0,li DAY RELIiI0UISH ALL?*



a-
I-IIHTOUT A DOUBT, A PEOPLE CAI{ BE JUOGED BY HOt,{ THEY TRF'-

IR CHILDREITI rrI FOR 
"

TEI'I ARE THEIR LEGACY,

THE GIVEI'I TOPIC FOR I-IY BRIEF REHARKS THIS HORNING ISI

-DRFN OF THE 90 'S : PER$HESILYE$, PROGRAT.{S, PQI,.J C I ES AI{D

JRITLE$'," 0UITE A M0UTHFUL, ISN'T IT? ,,., BUT IT DoES INDIu

THAT l{E HAVE OUR HORK CUT OUT FOR US.

----
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TI ME IS TOO SHORT TO MEHTIOI'I THE MANY ONGOING EFFORTS

PERTAI N I NG T0 EDUCATIOt'l REF0RHT DAY-CARE, AIITI -DRUG CAI',IPAI Gt{S,

HtrT',THY BEGINNIIIIG AI*ID CHILDHOOD DEYELOPHENT IHITIATIVES, AND ONE

r REF{AI NS VERY CLOSE TO HY HEART, LATCHKEY PROGRAHS. THEST

. ,',,.Y OTHER EFFORTS ARE I N VAR I OUS STAGES, RAIIG I NG FROM LEG I SLATIVE

PRoP0SALS T0 UP-AI{D-RUNNII{G STATE At{D L0CAL GOVERT{MENT, At{I} C0[||UNITY-

BASED ORGAI{ I ZATI ON PROGRAI4S , I-JE CAI{ TAI(E FR T [F I ttl THESE EFFORTS ,



r
BUT AI{ID ALL OF THESE IfTITIATIVES, PROJECTS AND FROGRAI*,IS, I{E

OT LOSE SIGHT OF THE VERY REAL FACT THAT LOVE, CARIiIG, HII,IDII

;OHPASS I OIT CANNOT BE I-{ANDATED OR LES I SLATED , I F }{E BECOI-,IE

-,,uuilT UP Iil 0ttlLY EiIACTIilG PROGRAHS, I{E BEC0lt4E PART 0F THE PR0B -..

A VERY EIE PART OF THE PROBLEI4.

I.D LIKE TO SHARE I,{ITH YOU MY EASIC

"'EMISE REGARDING OUR CHILDREI{ IN THE 1990s AilD OUR ROLE IN

URIHG THAT THEIR IIIITERESTS ARE KEPT AT THE FOREFROHT,
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I SUBSCRIBE TO THE THEORY THAT NO MATTER }IIHAT THE DECADI qR

CEI{TURY, THE HEEDS AND DESIRES OF IHILDREI{ ARE TIHELES$, I B

dE CANHOT LOSE SIGHT OF THIS FREHISE-

CERTAINLY, CHILDREN IN THE 1990S ATE EOII{6 TO BE SOMEb{HAT

D I FTERENT THAN THE I R C0UITTERPARTS TT',0 DECADES AGO , THAT'S A G IVEI{ .

THE STORY ABOUT Af'I I NJURED F I RST-GRA
*rl fiVES JUST HOH 'I.IITH IT'

AND CONTEMPORARY TODAY'S CHILDREH A
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THE CHILD SLIPPEU OII THH

STAIRS AT SCHOOL AI{D SKINNED HIS KI{EE. CONCERNED, THE TEACHER

OUICKLY II,IOVED TO HELP HIM.,,.TN AN ATTEMPT TO STEER HIS ATTEI

THE HURT, THE TEACHER SAID, "REHEHBER, JERRY, EI6 BOYS T

)t JERRY--A CHILD 0F THE 1980s---htlrH HIs LIps pucHERED, r-u0KED

uP AND SAID, "l 'lrt ll0T G$1lt{A cpy. I,Fl GSNI{A suEI,

INDEED, CHILDREiI TODAY ARE GOING TO BE SOMEI.IHAT DIFFERI

CAUSE THEY LIVE II'I AND ARE A PRODUCT OF A DIFFERENT TIF4E PE,
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EUT REALISTICALLY, JUST HOH II4UCH HAVE CHILDRETTI IHAilGEO? I

.D ARGUE THAT THEY HAVEN'T IHANGED MUCH AT ALL ,

THEY STILL HURT AND I- NESPITE I{HAT JEftRY SAII} -+ THEY ST

CHY, THEY STILL HEED THE FIRII4 GUIDAFICE OF A CARIHG ADULTI I IITHEY

STII.L I|IEED LOVEI I I ISUPPORT,,,.,COJ'4PASSIONI.I I I

THEY'RE STILL A5 FRAGILEI I I I 'STILL AS WILLINE TO TRUST AN

rr,t EAGER T0 LM.



{
I N ALL OF OUR I-IE LL. I NTEHTI OiIED EIF( ;LATE THIS OR

THAT,.,,OR TO LAUFICH THIS INHOVATIVE COHCEPT OR THAT I,,IUCH.iIEEDED

FROFRAH, I{E CAI'INOT AND FIUST I{OT LOSE SIGHT OF THE UI|IIYERSAL AND

ESS NEEDS OF OUR HIDS

THE D I SCOU GING T EOVERHHENT CANNOT LEGISL

THIFIGS LIKE C0HPASSI0t{, L0VE, S0UND GUIDAHCE AND SUPERVISI0I'I , THE

EI'IC#.UFAGIHE THING IS THAT BEING AhIARE OF THIS KEY FACT CAN MAKE

EACH OF US BETTER PARENTS, GRAI'IDPARENTS, TEACI{ERS, FRIEI'IDS AHD

IIIE I CHBORS TO OUR K I DS ,
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RECENTLY, THE NATIONS OF THE I{ORLD MET lil{ Af{ HISTORIC

CHILDREil,S SIJI'T.'IIT IO FOCUS ON THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN

AI ' LANDS, I NDUSTR I AL I ZED AND II4POVERI SHED , EVEH AMIDST THE

OIL AND THE ILL.WILL I]II THE MIDDLE EAST TODAY, IT APPEARS Ti

EOPLE OF THIS HORTD STAND AT THE THRESHOLD OF TRUTH SPOKEN

Y{ELL BY SOCRATES SO LOI{G AGO. NATIONS OF THI I',ORLD SEE!iI TO HAVE AT

LONG LAST FOUND THE COI{',ION GROUND ON WHICH TO COOPERATE: CHILDREN,
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THIS REALIZATI0N NEEDS rr., r I I I IiI EVERY HO[{E. AND

THROUGH ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE AHERICAN FAMILY INSTITUTE, ltIF,"-

.EDII\IG ON THIS FROilT, AHD, ARHED HITH THE UI-IDERSTAI{DII.IG TF

,R KIDS REHAIN UI{IVERSAL IN THEIR ITEEDS, I,M HOPEFUT THAT THE

1990S HILL BE A DECADE III I{HICI ' flI n KINq RIGHTFULLY COME

FIRST,'


