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IT IS INDEED A PRIVILEGE AND A PLEASURE FOR l4E TO SHARE IN THE I^IEST CHESTER

SOROPTIIVIIST CLUB'S ANNUAL AhIARDS CEREI\MNY,

AS I LOOK AT THE LIST OF AI^IAPOS GIVEI! OW I AM IMPRESSED BY THE WIDE SPHERE

OF ACTIVITY THEY P€PRESENT--I^ISEN HELPING WOIEN, ART, SECRETARY OF THE YEAR, JUST TO

NA[vlE SEVERAL. , ,

I AIV1 EVEN lViORE IMPRESSED BY THE CALIBER OF I^IOIVIEN I SEE IN THIS ROOIVI, AND,

BY THE FACT IHAT Yt)U ARE VOLUI{IEERS, GIVING WILL]NGLY OF YOUR TIME AND TALENiS TO HELP

OTHERS LESS FORTUI'IATE.

BY SO DOING, YOU ARE MAKING A SOLID CONIRIBUIION TO THIS CSflUNITY.

ACTUALLY, YOIJ ARE THE TRUT DEFII.IITIOI! C)F A COryIUNITY--PEOPLE JOINED TOGTMER

FOR A COOMN GOOD.
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WHEN I^lT THINK OF THE hlORD CO{VIUNITY, IVIAI{Y OF US THINK ONLY OF A PHYS]CAL

LOCATION. WHEN ASIGI] l,lHAT CO{VIUNITY IiE LIVE IN, l,lE USUALLY ANSI.IER I,IITII THE NAME OF

OUR TOWN OR RESIDENIIAL DEVELOPMENT,

hIBSTER DEFINES A CSryIUNITY AS SOITTHING lvlORE THAN JUST A PLACE. THE

DIO-I0NAFY STATES: "A B0DY HAVING CO|ON RIGHTS, II{IERESTS AND PRIVILEGES." IT iS

SUCH A COTIUNITY hIE FIND OURSELVES IN HERE RIGHT [.IOhI.

AIV1ERICAN POil l^lALT WHITIVIAN hIROTE: ,BEHOLD, I DO NOT GIVE LECTURES (]R A

LITLE CHARITY. hlHil\ I GIVE, I GIVE IV]YSELF."

THAT'S A VEPY MEANINGFUL THING TO THINK ABOUT. hlE ALL I$Ohl HC]t{ EASY IT IS

TO OFFER LIP SERVICE TO A CAUSE AND THEN TURN PROVIPTI.Y TO SO{flHING ELSE, HC'I,I VERY

EASY TO lVlAI€ A CONIRIBUIION AND THB{ TURI! AI^IAY,

BUT, HO.I DIFFICULT IT IS TO GEi'II\IVOLVED. TO BECOIVIE AN ATTIIE PART OF A

GR(]UP SUCH AS THIS SOROPTII\/IIST CLLIB, AND TO GIVE OF YOURSELF OIER AND OVER.
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I HAVE ALI^IAYS IVIARVELD AT PEOPLE I^IHO GIVE OF THilSELVES. I^IHO CME FORTH,

OUIEI-LY, UNASSIJMINGLY, TO DO A JOB THAT NEMS DOING, THAT IT GEI'DONE AND GffS DONE

WELL IS SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU DO IT! YOU GIVE OF YOURSELIES SO THAT THE TASK IS

ACCO,IPLISHED, IHAT SAYS TO rlE THERE IS A TREVIENDOUS SB{SE OF UNITY, AND COflUNITY,

PRESENI IN THE I^IEST CHESTER SOROPTIIVIIST CLUB,

AS A lvlRtsER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GB\ERAL ASSE}tsLY, I'Ivl IN A GOOD POSITION TO

SEE THE VALUE OF PROGRAIV1S AND EFFORTS PUT FOR]H BY ORGANIZATIC)NS IN ALL TYPES OF

EI'IDEAVORS,

AS A IV]AII'ER OF FACT, ALL TAXPAYERS SHOULD APPRECiAIE THE ADVANIAGT AND VALUE

OF lHE HARD WORK AND THE HUNDREDS OF HOURS THAT GO INTO THE SEFVICES YOUR CLUB, AND

MAI'IY ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA LIKE YOU, RB{DER, Yt)U SA\iE PBINSYLVANiA A LOT OF MONEY IN

HI.JMAN SERVI CES .

YOU FILL A GAP THAT OTHERI^IISE hlOULD BE LEFT UNAilENDD, PEOPLE hlHO APE

hIITHOUT HELP.-WITHOUT HOPE IN SOME CASES--CAN TUPN Tt] YOU. YOU CONTRIBLM YOI.IR

TIME., .,,YOUR EXPERTISE..,..YOUR CARING.. . ,.YOUR DEDICATION TO CARRY OIII ]HE GOALS OF

THE SOROPTIIVIIST CLUB IN OUR COryIUNITY,
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IT IS HEAR]ENING TO SEE SO MAI{Y OF YOU WILLING TO ADD TO YOUR OhIN HEAVY

SCHEDULES AI'ID TAKE ON STILL ANOIHER TASK, ANOTHER CHALLBIGE,..,.THAT OF OFFERING YOUR

SERVICE TO CLUB AND CO{VIUNITY, WITH YOUR ONLY THOUGHT BEING i ,,I WANI TO GIIE

SOVEI'HING TO IVIY COflUNITY,"

THE SPIRIT OF HELPING OTHERS AND COI'IIRIBUIING CAN BE SATISFYIIIIG..,..FOR

]HAT'S IHE ONLY--BUT GREAIEST--REI.IARD. ...IIIE SELF-SATISFACI'ION THAT I}IE EFFORT HAS

BEEN I,{ORTI{},IHILE. AND YOU CAN SAY: ,,I^IHAT I DID REALLY HELPED."

DEDICATION...,COTVIITIVIENI-I t I IJUST LOOK AROUND ]HIS ROOIvl' LOOK AT YOUR

FRIENDS.,.YOUR NEIGHBORS. YOU ALL LEAD BUSY, PRODUCIIVE LIVES, YEI, YOU FIND THE

TIME--YOU IVlAKE THE TIME--TO GIVE UNSELFISHLY C)F YOURSELVES SO THAT OTHERS MAY BE

HELPED.

EACH OF YOU IS A SPECIAL KIND OF PIRSON BECAUSE OF THE SERVICE YOU DC) AS A

IVITJV1BER OF THE WEST CHESTER SOROPTIMIST CLUB.

TO ALL OF YOU l^lHO ARE PART OF THIS CO4IVIUNITY, THIS CAUSE, l^lHO hlORK FOR THE

COO4ON GOOD-- I CSfiEND YOU. I THANK YOU .
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IN CLOSING, I SHOULD LII€ TO CONGRATULATE THE RECIPIENIS OF THE A|4ARDS

PRESENID HERE (TONIGHT/TODAY). THE AhIARDS ARE SYIVIBOLIC OF YOUR OBVIOUS DDICATION TO

OUR COfiIINITY.

THANK YOU FOR ALLO^IING lvlE TO SHARE |VIY THOUGHIS WITH YOU ON THIS HAPPY A[tD

SIGNIFICANI OCCASION,

a
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