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PROUD, Sil HIGH STANDARDS.,.EXCEL"

I AM HONORED TO BE HERE TODAY TO SHARE IN THIS, THE CULJVIINATION OF A DREAIVI

FOR GRADUATES AND PARENTS ALIIG. I HOPE THAT THIS IS OI{LY ONE OF MAI{Y IV|OUNTAINS ]HAT

EACH OF YOU WILL CLIIVIB AS YOU LEAD PRODUCTIVE LIVES.

GRADUATION CERMMNIES HAVE PROBABLY CHANGED LESS THAN AI{Y OTHER CUSTOVI OVER

THI YEARS..,AND IF AI'IY OF YOU HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO AilEND A GRADUATION

CERE4OTIY, I'I'l CERTAIN THAT YOU ARE HOPING THAT ONE THING I,IILL BE DIFFERENT DURING

THESE COTiENCBVIENT EXERCISES.. .THAT BEII'IG THE LENGIH OF THE COflENCilIENI ADDRESS.

IN PREPARING THIS ADDRESS, I REIV1INDED I'/IYSELF OF A COTiEFICilEI{I ADDRESS AT

BROi,IN UNIVERSITY SEVERAL YEARS AGO BY T]{IVIAS J. I.IATSON, JR. MR. }'IATSON TOLD T}E

GRADUATES, "lT'S NOT AT ALL HARD FOR lViE T0 REIvlmtsER T}IAT VIVID DAY 0F ylf 0ulN

GRADUATION. STRANGELY EI\IOUGH, THE ONE THING ABOITI-THAT DAY THAT I CANNOT REYBVIBER IS

}'IHAT THE COOE{CEB{I SPEAIGR HAD TO SAY. I,IY TIOUGHIS, LIKE YOURS, WERE TARGEIED UPON

]VIY FMILY AIID IVIY FRIENDS AI\ID IVIY PLANS FOR THE SIIIVIER, BUT OF OI'IE ]HING I'M SURE: IF

THE SPEAKER MADE A SHORT SPEECH, I KNOI^I I BLESSED HI[VI."
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I WILL PAY PARTICULAR ATTENIION TO THOSE COfiENIS, AND I TRUST THAT YOU'LL

FEEL DIFFEREI{-ILY THAN MR. I.IATSON 10 OR 20 YEARS FRO4 NOI,I WHEN YOU LMK BACK ON THIS

SPECIAL OCCASION,

AS EACH OF YOU SIT HERE THIS EVET'IING, READY TO TACKLE THE CHALLENGES AHEAD,

BE RBVIINDED IIIAT YOUR GMDUATION IS THE II{TEMISSION BEII,IEEN SCIIOOL AND REAL LIFE,

EACH OF YOU IIAS LEARNED SKILLS WHICH SI{OULD ENABLE YOU TO JOIN IHE I^IORIGORCE

AND ASSI,IVIE YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A CITIZEN OF THIS WORLD.

BUI AS I LMK AROUI'ID, I SEE IVIORE THAN EXCITilIil\T IN YOUR EYES, I SEE

APPRBlEllsloN,,,AND I I0TICE sovlE TEARS, ALTH0UGH READY FoR THE DAYS AHEAD, t,lANY 0F

YOU ARE PR0BABLY RELUCTANI T0 LFIVE BEHIND THE DAYS 0F FRIET{DSIIIP Al'lD FELL0WSHIP 0F

YOUR SCHML YEARS.
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IN THIS DAY AND AGE l.lHEN NUCLEAR I,IAR IS 0N THE MIt'lDS 0F n/ERY0l,lE, hlHEN

CHILDRE}I AROIJND lHE WORLD ARE LEFT HOELESS AI'ID HUNGRY BY IIAR AI.ID THE TEI'ISIONS BEMEEN

THE I^IORLD'S SUPERPOI.IERS ARE PAINFULLY EVIDENI,,.I AIVI SURE THAT MAIT OF YOU ARE

hONDERING I4HAT KIND OF FIITURE IS BEING LEFI TO YOU,

BUT Lil'lVlE RBVIIND YOU THAT T}IE CHILDREN OF AMERICA'S FIRST SE'ILERS PROBABLY

IONDERED l.lHAT KIND OF A FUruRE THEIR PARENTS WERE LEAVING THPI. THE C}IILDREN OF

SOLDIERS IN THE REVOLUIIOI'IARY I.IAR WOI.IDERED hIHAT THE FUIURE WOULD BRING THEM.

THE CHILDREN--BOTH BLACK AND hIHITE--OF THE CIVIL v.lAR PERIOD WONDERED hlHAT

KIND OF FUruM THEY hlOULD HAVE IN AIVIERICA, AI{D THOSE YOUNG ADULTS OF I,IORLD I,IAR I, OF

lHE GREAT DEPRESSION AND l,iORLD l.lAR II HAD SERIOUS RESERVATIONS AND FEARS ABOUT IHE

FUIURE AS WELL,

THUS, ITS APPARENI THAT THE IVORE THINGS CHANGE, THE IVORE THEY REIV1AIN THE

SAIE. AND ONE THING HAS REVIAINED CONSTANT: DESPITE THEIR FEARS, AI,ERICA,S CHILDRSI

HAVE AL|^IAYS STOOD TALL IN FACING THE CHALLENGES BEFOPE THEM,
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TONIGHT, I WOULD ASK THE SAIVIE OF YOU, THE GRADUATES OF 1988, BUT TO lvlETT

IIIESE CHALLEI.IGES, I BELIEVE YOU MUST FIRST BE AWARE OF THE INGRMIENIS NEMCI TO

BTTTER I NSURE SUCCESS .

ONE OF THE BASIC INGREDIE}TIS IN IvlEil'ING LIFE'S CHALLENGES IS AN EDUCATION.

BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN TRAINM TO GO l]flo SOCIEry AND PERFOffi NEMM SKILLS, YOU HAVE

ALREADY LAID THE FOUNDATION NECESSARY IN IVIETTING THE CHALLENGES OF T0}0RMI{,

SECONDLY, CITIZENSHIP IS A VITAL INGREDIEI{T. YOU MUST ASSLflIE YOUR

RESPOIISIBILITIES AS A CITIZEII OF IHIS GP€AT NATION.

PRESIDENI THEODORE RMSEVELT SAID, 'THE FIRST REOUISITE OF A GMD CITIZEN IN

THIS REPTIBLIC OF OURS IS T}IAT HE SHALL BE ABLE AND WILLING TO PULL HIS }IEIGHI." AIID

THE LATE SUPREE COURT CHIEF JUSTIG EARL }.IARREN SAID, "CITIZENSHIP IS l,lAN'S MSIC

RIGHI, FOR IT IS NOTHING LESS THAN THE RIGHI TO HAVE RIGHTS."

ALTI.IOUGH I AIVI Ctr1PELLED TO STRESS THE IIVIPORTANCE OF CITIZENSHIP, I WILL IWT

LECTURE 0N THE SlEJEfi. IT IS UP T0 EACH INDIVIUJAL T0 Sl-lchl AN II'ITEREST IN G0VERl,lt'18{I

AND TO TAKE PART IN THE PROCESS OF THIS REPUBLIC,
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OF,

FINALLY, I BELIM IHAT IN ORDER FOR EACH ONE OF US TO FACE THE CHALLENGES

AIIEAD, WE MUST HA\iE ]HE COURAGE TO DREAIVI. ALL THROUGH HISTORY t^tE cAN sEE THAT BETIER

TO]ORROI,{S ARE THE FRUITS OF YES]ERDAY'S DREAIVIS, DREAMS ARE HHAT TO{RROTIS ARE I4AIE

AND THIS IS THE ULTIMATE CHALLEI'IGE I PRESENI TO YOU ON THIS SPECIAL

0ccASI0N: mN'T BE AFRAID T0 DREAll, THIS NATIolt's FoREFATTERS DRzuIED 0F A LIFE IN

THE NB,l W0RLD, Al'lD THEIR CHILDREN DREAvIED 0F A NATI0N B$0LDEN T0 N0 0THER NATI0N,

IHOSE WHO }^ITRE NOT AFRAID TO DREAIVI OF A I^IORLD FREE FRffi POLIO AND OTHER

DISEASE SUCCEEDED IN IVIAKING OUR I'IORLD BETIER.

YOUR DREAIVIS DON'T NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE OF GREAT |VIAGNIIUDE. RATHER, YOU

I,IIGHI DREAIVI OF A DAY I,IHH{ YOU ARE YOUR O^IN BOSS, HAVE A SUCGSSFUL BUSINESS OR A

STRONG FMILY LIFE. THESE DREAIVIS ARE JUST AS IMPORTAI{I,

THE KEY, REGARDLESS OF THE SCOPE OF YOUR DREAM, IS TO HAVE ONE.
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ALTHOUGH EACH OF YOU HAS LAID A FIRIVI FOUNDATION ON WHICH TO LEAVE HERE

TONIGHT AND LIVE A FRUITFUL LIFE, TTIOSE OF YOU WITHOUT A DREAI,I, I,M SORRY TO SAY,

COULD BECOTVIE STAGNANI AS THE l^lORLD PASSES BY.

BECAUSE THOSE WIIHOUI VISION ARE WITHOUI HOPE, IT'S NECESSARY TO REALIZE THE

II,IPORTANCE OF A VISION FOR lHE FUTURE--YOUR FUruRE. MN'T BE AFRAID TO DREAI4..AI\ID

DON'T BE AFRAID TO PURSUE YOUR DREAIVIS.

HENRY T}IOREAU SAID.,'IIF ONE ADVANCES CONFIDEI{ILY IN T}IE DIRECTION OF HIS

DREA'VIS, AND RIDEAVORS TO LIVE ]HE LIFE WHICH HE HAS IIulAGINCI, HE WILL TETT hIIIH A

SUCCESS UNEXPECTED I N COOMN HOURS, "

SO AS YOU GO FORTH TO['IIGI.T, SEARCHING TO TAIG YOUR PLACE IN THIS SOCIETY,

ARJVI YOURSELF I,IIIH A VISI0N FOR TCfORR0r,l. A]'lD F0REVER RS1AIN SIEADFAST IN YffJR RJRSUIT

OF T}OSE GOALS,
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ALSO, AS YOU LEAVE HERE TONIGHT, CONSIDER YOUR ROLE IN THE FWURE OF THIS

NATION AND I,IORLD. IT MANERS NOT ,,HAT YOUR JOB IS. ,,HATE,ER THE TASK, GEI IT DONE

AND DO IT RIGHI, THERE IS AS MUCH DIGNIry AT{D IMPORTANCE IN HARVESTING THE FIELDS AS

]HERE IS IN PERFORIVIING A HEART TRANSPLANT.

BE PROUD OF I^/HAT YOU DO IN LIFE. DEIVIAND THE SAME HIGH STANDARDS OF OTHERS

AS IIAVE BEEN DilANDED OF YOU. AND REME}tsER, DON'T BE AFRAID TO DREAJVI,

THIS IS l'lHAT LIFE IS ALL ABOIJT,,AND I WISH YOU ALL THE SUCCESS IN REALIZING

YOUR VISIONS FOR THE FUTURE.

THANK YOU,
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