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"l\lvlERI CA : THE ELECTIOI'I EXPERI ENCE"

THE l^lORD "ELECTION" |V|EANS TO SELECT, TO PICK, TO CHMSE OR TO DESIGNATE,

SINCE THE FOU{DING OF AI€RICA, AND THROUGH ITS ]VORE ]TIAN 210 YEARS AS A NATION, ]HE

PEOPTE WHO HAVE SETTLO AIID LIVD HERE HAIE BEEN PICKING, CImSING, SELECTING AI'ID

DES I GNATI NG .

INDEED, AMERICA IS ALL ABOUI ELECTIONS. AND AMERICA'S PEOPLE--YOU AND

lvlE--ARE GIW{ THE FREEDOTVI TO PARTICIPATE IN ELECTIONS,

( PAUSE)

DO YOU REALIZE THAT THERE ISN'T ONE YEAR THAT GOES BY I^JITHOUT AN ELECTION?

AMERICANS ARE CONSTAMTLY ELECTING OTHER AIVIERICANS TO SERVE IN GOVERMENT.

I



CAN Al{YtNE TE I MF IIHAT 0FFICtr IS 0PFN FoR FIFCTIrN IN THF tprflvrrrJc tnv. R

GFNFRAI FI FI^TINN NAY?

IN ADDITION TO ELECTING A PRESIDE{I, VOTERS WILL CHMSE AMNG CANDIDATES TO

FILL VARIOUS LOCAL OFFICES. PE{NSYLVANIA LEGISLATORS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ARE RUNNING FOR ELECIION, AS IS ONE-THIRD OF THE STATE SB,IATE. IN ADDITION, VARIOIJS

STATB^IIDE OFFICES ARE UP FOR ELECTION. THESE INCLUDE ATIORNEY GENERAL, STATE

TREASURER AND AUDITOR GENERAL.

TODAY, I'D LIIG TO TALK A FEI^I IVOVIENIS WITH YOU ABOUI THE UNIQUE NATURE OF

ELECTIONS IN OUR COUNIRY.

( PAUSE)

LE-I,S HAVE OUR O^IN VOTE RIGHI NOt^l. HO[^I IVIAI.IY HERE BELIEVE THAT OTHER

COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD HAVE ELECTIONS? RAISE YOUR HANDI t ! t

OIGY, HOt^l MAI{Y BELIEVE THAT COryIUNIST NATIONS SUCH AS RUSSIA (OR THE SOVIil-

UNION) HAVE ELECTIONS?



WELL, RUSSIA INDEED DOES HAVE AN ELECTION PROCESS, AND RUSSIAN CITIZENS CAN

GO TO lHE VOTING POLLS TO VOTE FOR GOVERI{E{I OFFICIALS. HOIdEVER, IHE CHOICES ARE

VERY LIMITED, USUALLY IHERE IS ONLY OlE PERSON ON THE BALLOT FOR AI,IY ONE POSITION,

AND CERTAINLY THERE IS NEVER AI.IYONE ON THE BALLOT l,lHO IVIIGHT DISAGREE WITH THE

COIYIVIUNIST FOffi OF GOVERI\MENT,

CAN YOU IIVIAGINE HAVING THE PRESIDENIIAL ELECTION IN AMERICA WITH ONLY GEORGE

BUSH, OR ONLY MICHAEL DUKAKIS ON THE BALLOT?

THAT'S NOT A "TRUE" ELECTION PROCESS, IS IT? THE PEOPLE HA\/E ALREADY HAD

THEIR CHOICES IvlADE FOR THEM, AND THE ELECTION IS REALLY ONLY A SHOhI.

WELL, IN MAI'IY COUNIRIES, THIS IS THE CASE, THEN THERE ARE NATIONS THAT LIE

IN BEIWEEN THIS Dfl'RilIE AND THE FREEDOVI IN ELECTIONS THAT I^lE HAVE IN AIVIERICA.

FOR EG'IIPLE, H0^l MAI{Y 0F YOU l0l0l^l AB0UT 0R HAVE HFXRD AB0UI A NATIoN CALLED

IHE PIIILIPPINES? (PERTIAPS YOU'D LIKE TO LOCATE IT ON JHE IVIAP), SEVERAL YEARS AGO,

THE PHILIPPINE PEONE PROTES]ED LOI'IG EISTJGH AM LOUDLY EIPIJGH AGAINST THEN DICIATOR

PRESIDEI1I MARCOS, AND IVIARC0S PERMITTED ELECII0N FOR THE FIRST TIlvlE IN SETERAL YEARS,



BELIEI/E ME, YOU HAD TO BE A BRAVE PERSON TO GO TO THE POLLING PLACES DURING

THAT ELECII0N, THOSE PE0PLE I'lH0 WANIED T0 El"ECf A NEl,{ PRESIDE{I (CoRRy AOUINO) WERE

THREAIENED AND HARASSED ON lvlAI.IY OCCASIONS. SOVIE PEOPLE WERE KILLM. PRESIDENI

MRMS, Atr'IY SOLDIERS OFTEN STOOD IERY CLOSE TO WHERE YOIJ CAST YuJR VOTES. WOULDN,T

THAT BE INIIMIDATING AND SCARY?

AS IT TURNED OUT, MARCOS DECLARM HIMSELF THE WINNER, BUT THERE WERE MAIIY

INSTANCES OF VOTE FRAUD IN WHICH BALLOTS WERE CHANGED OR DESTROYM. EVENTUALLY,

MARMS WAS FORCED TO LEAVE iHE COUNTRY ATID CORRY AOUIIS BECA}E PRESIDB\TI. THIS I,IAS

ONE INSTANCE IN WHICH VOTERS HAD TO REALLY l^lORK FOR THEIR RIGHIS.

( PAUSE)

THERE ARE SOVIE NATIONS IN WHICH IT ISN'T UNCSOON FOR ELECIIONS TO BE HELD

ONE DAY AND THE LOSER--I^IHO JUST HAPPENS TO BE THE PRESIDE{T--DECLARES MARTIAL OR

MILITARY COf{TROL THE NDfi DAY. CAN YOU II{AGINE PRESIDRIT REAGAN SAYII'G, ON THE DAY

AFIER EITHER zuSH OR DUIGKIS WINS THE ELECTION, ]HAT HE WILL NOT LEAVE AND THAT IHE

ARIVIY WILL FIGHI AIIYONE WHO OPPOSES Hllvl?
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WE CAN BE THANIGUL THAT THIS DOES NO OCCUR HERE IN AIVIERICA, BUI IN REALITY,

IT DOES OCCUR IN OTHER COUNIRIES.

THIS BRINGS lVlE TO A VERY IMPORTANI POINI, YOU DON'T NEED TO RAISE YOUR

HANDS, Btff lfltl lvlAt'lY 0F You lflcl,l IF YouR PARENTS v0TE? AND IF you lotot^t, m iHEy voTE

REGULARLY At'{D DO THEY PAY ATTENIION TO THE ELECTION PROCESS?

THESE ARE OUESTIONS THAT I BELIEVE ALL A]VIERICANS MUST ASK THilISELVES. HOhI

MAt'lY 0F YoU IN THIS R00M, I^lHfl\l YoU REACH AGE 18, PLAN T0 VoTE?

OKAY, HO},I MA[{Y OF YOU BELIEVE THAT YOU t^lOULD BE I^IILLING TO RISK G TTING HURT

OR BEING THREATF.$IED IN ORDER TO VOTE?

TOO MAI{Y AMERICANS SAY THEY DON'T VOTE BECAUSE ALL POLITICIANS ARE THE SAIVIE,

OR BTCAUSE THEIR VOTE DOESN'T COUNIY, DO YOU BELIEVE THAT???

THESE ARE THE AMERICANS hIHO SHOULD PAY CLOSER ATTENIION TO THE MEN AND WWil,I

IN THE PHILIPPINES WIO RISIGD INJURY IN ORDER TO HAVE IMRE FREDOVI AND A VOICE IN

THEIR GOIERI\TE{I. LIKEWISE, THESE ARE THE AMERICANS WlO SmULD PAY ATTE{TION WHEN ]HE

RUSSIAN PEOPLE GO TO THE POLLS TO VOTE---FOR ONE PAR]Y AND ONE PER$N III

,
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AMERI CANS ENJOY A VERY SCARCE PRIV ON THIS l^IE ARE PEruITTED TO

IIAVE A sAY IN THE MIG-UP 0F OuR G0vERl{vlB{L YouR volE cAN HELp DEctDE IF AItRIcA GoES

TO WAR. YOUR VOIE CAN HELP DECIDE IF TAXES GO UP, OR IF IVI]RE EIPI.{ASIS IS PLACED ON

0UCATI0N, 0R l,'ll-IEIHER 0R NOT DRUG PUSHERS ARE JAILED,

THESE ARE PREITY IMPORTANI ISSUES, DO YOI,I AGREE? YET, LESS THAN ONE HALF

CF ALL ELIGIBI..E VOTERS GO TO ]HE POLLS ON ELETTION DAY AIID \OTE, }.lE TAIG THIS RIGHI

FOR GRANIED, AND I'D LIIG TO ASK THAT EACH OF YCI ]HINK ABOIII IHIS. YOU ARE THE

\OTERS OF TOORROhI, BUT YOU ALSO ARE ]HE PEOPLE WlO WILL BE AFFEfiED BY I,IIIAT ]HE

VO]ERS OF TODAY DECIDE. IF YOUR PARE,ITS DON'T \,OTE, IVIAYBE YOU'D LIIC TO TALK TO ]HEI

ABOI'I ELECTIONS AND lHE SPECIAL GIFI OF VOTING ]HAT AIVIERICANS HAVE, MAYSE YOU'D LIKE

T0 BEmvlE II$OLVD IN A Im(X ELECTIoN PR0GR0I,I HERE IN SCI{01, THE IMPORTANI IHIruG IS

T0 UNDERSTAND AND T0 APPRECIAIE IHE VOTE. IF T0O fvlAl'lY AMERICANS mNTINUE T0 TAIC THE

VOTE FOR GRANIM, ]HAT RIGHI MY SOVIEDAY SLIP AI,IAY,

IN CLOSING, I ,D LIIG TO REilIPHASIZE THE I OF EVERY PERSON'S

oNE \i0lE mES c0uNI! rN 1649, ENGLAND,S KING CHARLES tHE FIRST l,lAS ilECUTm By A voTE

IVIARGIN OF 1 .



IN 18/+5, TEXAS WAS BROUGHI INIO THE UNITED STATES BY ONE VOTE, IN 1868,

PRESIDENI ANDREI,'I JOHNSON WAS SAIM FROVI IMPEACI{VIENT BY ONE VOTE. IN 1876, RIIIHERFORD

B, HAYES I.IAS ELECTED TO THE PRESIDENCY BY ONE ELECTORAL COLLEGE VOTE.

IN 1925, ONE VOTE GAVE ADOLF HITLER LEADERSHIP IN THE NAZI PARry. AND IN

1960, Jol[i F, IGNIEDY }'l0N THE PRESIDEIIY By A MARGIN 0F oNLy otE wIE pER EtEgIIof{

PRECINCT IN lHE IIATION. HAD ONE LESS I€\$IDY SUPPORIER IN EAOI PRECINCT DECIDCI THAT

HIS OR HER VOTE DIDN'T MATIER AND STAYED HOME, KENNDY lVlAY NOT HAVE WON,

THE MARGIN OF ONE OR Tl^lO VOTES IVORE FREAUENILY DECIDES t^lHO WILL BE A SCHML

BOARD DIRECTOR OR A TO'NSHIP SUPERVISOR. SO MN'T LISTEN TO AI{YONE l^lHO IELLS YOIJ THAT

THEIR VOTE--OR YOUR VOTE--DOESN'T COUNTY, IT DOES, BUT YOU MUST CAST IT TO lVlAIG IT

COUNI!
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THANK YOU,


