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(APPROPRIATE RESPCNSE TO II{TRO)

JAIVIES lv]AS()N ONCE SAID "EDUCATION TODAY, rcRE THAN EVER BEFORE, MUST SEE

CLEARLY lHE DUAL OBJECTIVES: EDUCATION FOR LIVIIIG AND MUCATION FOR trtAKING A LIVING,"

T}{ERE IS NO DOUBT A GOOD EDUCATIONAL SYSTEVI IS VITAL TO IHE WELL.BEING OF

PENNSYLVAIIIA--ALL AIVIERICA IN FACT. AND VC)CATIONAL TECHNICAL DUCAIION CAN AND IS

PLAYING A LARGE PART IN II'IPP.OVING OUR STATE AND NATION.

THAT IS I^II-fY IT'S A RFJL PLEASURE AND HOIIOR FOR lvlE TO BE HERE TO DISCUSS A

PART OF EDUCATION THAT IS SO IMPORTANT TO THE FUTURE OF PB,INSYLVANIA AI{D GIVE YOU AN

OIERVIEI^I OF hIHAT'S HAPPS.IING IN THIS AREA.

I.lE ALL IOO^I VO-TECH PROGRAIVIS CAN HELP GREATLY TO TURN THE TIDE OF

UNilPLOYIV1BIT AND ENCOURAGE ECOIISIIC DEVELOPMENI II'I CITiES AND TO,INS ACROSS THE

co0'oltlEALTH. BuI, AS IT Noil STAI{DS, I4HAT IS THE STATE 0F vo-ED IN ouR STATE? HAS IT

PROGRESSED MUCH SINCE.ITS INCEPTION? l,lHAT IS ITS FIIII]RE? l,lHAT ARE ITS STRBIGTHS?

ITS WEA!$IESSES?
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ALLO^/ lvlE TO SHARE WITH YOU SOIVIE INFOru{ATION ON A PP,OPOSAL NO[^I BEFORE THE

LEGISLATURE THAT ADDRESSES T,IO OF THE IVOST COOON PROBLBVI AREAS IN VOCATIONAL

EDUCATION AT THIS TIME PROPER LEADERSHIP AI{D ADESUATE FUNDING MECHANISIVlS.

IT IS HOUSE BILL 1737, hlHICH I AM SUPPORTING, IT IS DESIGNED TC) CRFATE THE

OFFICE OF CSflISSIONER OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING IN THE

DEPARIItI'IT 0F CIUCATI0N, IT IS l\0r,1 BEING SIUDID BY IHE H0USE DUCATIoN COI,IITTEE, otl

WHICH I SERVE.

THE AGBICY WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MANAGilIENI AND COORDINATION OF ALL

SECOIIDARY AND ruST-SECONDARY PROGRAMS IN SCHML DISTRICI'S, AREA VOCATIONAL ]ECHNICAI.

SCHOOLS, II\IERIEDIATE UI\!ITS, COry]UNITY COLLEGES AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTES IN THE

CC,$,0[$^IEALTH ,

WITHIN A YEAR OF ITS ESTABLISI-IVIEI'II, THE OFFICE WOULD BE AI.ITHORIZD TO SFT IIP

A PLAN FOR ADVANCED PLACilIilfl' CREDITS IN POST-SECONDARY SCIflOLS FOR SECONDARY

TRAINII{G, IT ALSO WUJLD DEVELOP PROPOSALS TO ilPAND SECOI'IDARY AI{D POST-SECOI.IDARY

PROGRAI'IS INIO AREAS NOI NOT SERT]ED, AND I^JOULD AIT,IINISTER STATE AI{D FEDERAL FUNDING.
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SPELLD (]UI IN THE BILL ARE THE lVIil'HOD BY I^/HICH SCHOOI-S DISTRICTS AND OTHER

FIUCATI0NAL INSTITUTI0NS l^llll BE suBSiDIZm FoR THE pRt)GRAIvts, AS l\o1,l pRop0sED, srAlE

FUNDING FOR EfiENSI0N PR0GRAIVIS l,{0trlD INCREASE FROvl 80 PERCENT 0F $4 pER CREDIT llouR T0

80 PERCETN' OF $12 PER CRMIT HOUR.

FUNDING I^IOULD GO DIRECTLY IO THE INSTITUIION OPERATING THE PP,OGRAIVI, AT THE

OTITSEI', $IM,OOO I,IOULD BE APPROPRIATED TO THE EDUCATION DEPARI]VIENT FOR STARTUP COSTS

OF THE NEhI OFFICE,

THIS NE}^I AGil{CY ALSO WOULD WORK WITH THE STATE BOARD OF VOCATIONAL

EDUCATIC)NAL AND THE PB.INSYLVANIA ADVISORY COUNCIL. IT I.IOULD III\ENTORY AI{D ANALYZE

EXISTING PROGRAIV1S TO FACILITATE CMPERATION }IIIH BUSINESS AI'D INDUSTRY, PART OF SUCH

A SNIDY hIOULD BE TO SURW DR4OGRAPHIC, ilIPLOYTVIENI AND IVIANPOI^IER TRENDS AI\II)

RELAT I ONSH I P TO BUS I NESS AND I I{DUSTRY .

AI.IOTHER FACil'OF THE AGB\CY'S WORK l^lOULD BE TO ASSIST SCHOOLS IN OPERATIIIG

PROGRAIVIS A]'ID FACILITATE II{IERAGB{CY CMRDINATION IN VOCATIOI'IAL EI,IUCATION, JOB ]RAINING

AI'[D ECONff]IC DEVELOPIVIENT,

I
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IT IS A VERY COfVIPREHE}ISIVE PIECE OF LEGISLATION AND I Al\1 PROUD TO BE ONE C)F

ITS SPONSORS. I PLAN T(] DO ALL THAT I CAN TO ENSURE ITS PASSAGE BY IHE GENERAL

ASSE}ELY.

CREATICI'I OF SUCH AN OFFICE IS VITAL TO PENNSYLVANIA RIGHI NOt^l, AS WE STAND

ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE 21ST CE}TruRY, OUR COOOI{I,IEALIH'S ECOI.OiY IS IN TRANSITION.

THIS, OF COURSE, TRAI\ISLATES TO PEOPLE IN TP,ANSITION.

THAT IVIEANS OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSIRI MUST BE RESPONSIVE TO THE INHTRR{I CHANGES

OF SUCH A TRANSITION. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SHOULD BE A I€Y IN TRAINING AND REI'RAINING

PEOPLE TO FILL JOBS, ESPECIALLY THE I.IEW JOBS -- THE HIGH TECH JOBS -- THAT MUST BE

CREA]ED IN PE{NSYLVANIA IF l,.lE ARE TO ADVANCE ECOMMICALLY, IT IS VITAL THAT l.lE IGEP

BUS i NESSES AND I NDUSTRI ES HERE AND ATTRACT NN^I F I M4S TO PEIINSYLVAN I A ,

I RilRtsER S0wIIIHING G0VERN0R DICK fh0RNBURGI{ 0NCE SAID: "1,{E lvlUST D0 THREE

IHINGS EOUALLY WELL. FIRST OF ALL, CREATE NEI.I JOBS IN PE{NSYLVANIA, SEMND, PROVIDE

AN ADEOUALTELY TPAINED l^lORK FORCE THAT CAN FILL THOSE JOBS. THIM, HAIE A PLACRIET.II

SYSIRI FOR I/IATCHING INDIVIDIJALS AND JOB OPPORTUI\IITIES."

I
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Lil-ME SHARE WITH YOU A FEW FIGURES FROTU STUDIES CONDUCTED BY THE DEPARTT{ENT

OF EDUCATION THAT SHOhI VOCATIONAL EDUCATION BRII\GS DIVIDENDS TO PENNSYLVAIIIA.

ONE DEPARTMENI STUDY DilERMIND THAT STUDENIS AND ADULTS l^lHO COMPLilED VO-ED

AND Ril-RAINING PROGRAI/IS REIURNED AN ESTIMATED $7.6 tvlILLION IN TAXES TO THE STATE

WITHIN A YEAR AFIER THEIR GRADUATION. THE TOTAL STATE II.I\ESIIVIE\TT INTO THE PR.OGRAI,IS

WAS CALCULATED TO BE $25.5 MILLION, AS YOU CAN SEE, THIS IVIEANS THE RTTIRE IIS/ESITVENI

I{ILL BE REIURNED WIIHIN THREE YEARS. I I^IOULD SAY ]HAT'S A GMD REIURI{ ON OUR DOLLAR,

I^I(]ULDN'T YOU?

ENROLLME{TS IN OCCUPATIONAI- PROGRAIYIS TOTAL ABOLIT 125,t)OO I.OhI AND IF

EDUCATION PROJECI'IONS ARE CORREfi', THAT WILL FALL TO ILZ,OOO BY 1991-92. ALSO

EXPEC]ED TO DECREASE ARE GRADUATES OF THESE PROGRAIVIS -- FR0,1THE PRESF}TT AUOST 4O,OM

TO ABOUT 35,OOO IN 1991-9. GRADUA]ES AVAILABLE FOR BVIPLOYI'ENT LESSEN, TOO, IN ]HAT

T]ME FRAIE, GOING FROVI ABOTJT 26,000 TO%,ffi IN 1991-S2, PROJECTIONS FOR 199i.92

NOTE ]HAT GRADUATES E,IPLOYM WITHIN A YEAR AFIER COIPLEI'ION OF THE PROGRAM WILL BE

19 , 8OO , COTVIPARED TO TH I S YEAR' S 22, OOO .
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THE DEPARTIVIENI OF EDUCATION INFORIVIS lVlE THESE DECREASES RESULT FRS4 A GENERAL

DECLINE IN SECONDARY ENROLI-JVIEI\T|, AS WELL AS lvlORE STUDENIS RE,IAINING IN AN ACADR{IC

ORIB.IIED CURRICULW. THAT lvlAICS SB\SE TO lYE, FOR IHE LESSENING HAD TO BE CONNECIM

WITH SOilTTHING LIKE THIS, RATHER THAN TO A VO-ED PROGRAM THAT IS NOT WORKIIIG.

AND VOCATIOI'IAL EDUCATION IN PB\NSYLVANIA CERTAINLY IS hIORKING, AS STUDIES

SHOI.I, STUDENTS ARE LEARNING TO BECOVIE DATA PROCESSORS, KEYPUNCH OPERATORS, LIBRARY

AIDES, DENTAL TECHNICIANS, FORESTERS, AIIIO MECHANICS AND BODY SHOP WORKERS,

CARPENIERS, WELDERS.,. THE LIST IS B\DLESS. AND THE PROGRAf',IS ARE BECO4ING EVEN I,nRE

DIVERSIFIED TO IvlETT OUR CHANGING TECHNOLOGY,

PSINSYLVANIA IS IVIEETING THE CHALLENGE AND RESPONDING TO OUR CHANGING

ECONO{Y. WE ARE NOT ONLY BEIIFITING YOUNGER STUDEI'ITS BUT ALSO lHE I,/IATIY ADULTS I^IHO ARE

DISPLACED I,JORICRS AND WILL NEVER BE ABLE TC| REI'URN TO IHEIP. FOM4ER JOBS -- BECAUSE

ftOSE JOBS NO LONGER ilIST. rlAI'IY HAVE BEEN PHASM OII IN THE FACE OF TRANSITION.

COUNILESS PENNSYLVANIANS ARE Gil'TING THE CHANCE TO WORK IN A NEI^I AND ilPANDING

TECHNOLOGICAL EI{VI ROMENI.

:
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AND THE LAII'ER IS THE OBJECTIVE OF CUSTCjVIIZM JOB TRAINING. l^lE ARE

PREPARING TIIESE PEOPI-E FOR Nfl.ILY CREATED JOBS IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. BUSINESS IS

DEIERI,IINING ]HE VOCATIONAL TPAINING NEEDS AND GUARAIITEEING ]HE HIRING OF ]HE TRAINEES,

hIHILE A LOCAL EDIJCATIONAL INSTITUTION PROVIDES THE CLASSROOIVI, EQUIPIVIENI AI.[D

INSTRUCTORS. WE KNOW IOO, THAT IN StrlE CASES WHERE THE TRAINING IS HIGHLY

FUNDING IS SUPPLIED BY THE COOOI{I^IEALTH TO HELP PAY FOR THE TRAINING.

AND, NOT ONLY DOES THIS TYPE PROGRAIV1 PROVIDE ITS GRADUATES WITH THE

NECESSARY SKILLS TO FUNCTION IN IHE l,lORK l^lORLD, IT AI.SO E{COURAGES ATTIT1JDES THAT

SIABLE THil TO II{TERATT CO4FORTABLY WI]H SOCIETY. IT ENCOURAGES HOI€-SCHOC|L AI\ID

in t *l ! '',''t',^ ( ey'g,a i- '
CSryIUNIry DEVELOPMEI{T AND SUPPORTS THE DIGNITY OF I,IORK TflE-!ERY VALUES ABE}rI.

IHE HEART 0F PSIIISYLVANIA'S ECOfUvllC IIEVELOHENT At'lD COIflNITY PRESERVATI0N POLrcY.

TO RilURN TO THE OUISTT OF IVY RR4ARKS WHEN I OU()TED IVIASON, I^IE ARE, IAIDEED,

TEETING THE DUAL OB.JEfiIVES OF EDUCATION BY PROVIDING STUDB{IS WITH EDUCATI€AI,FOF.

LIVING- AND. EDUCATION FOR IVlAKING A LIVING: 
*

SPECIALIZED, BUSINESSES PROVIDE INSTRUfl-ORS AND THE TP,AINING SITE. IN ALL CASES,
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S(] AS V(.)CATIOI,NL roUCATION STIIDENIS, I'D LIIG T(.) ASK YOJ TO DO YruRSELVES

AID I1E A FAV()R, IIOLD YruR HEADS HIGII h/ITI{ PRIDE,

TI]E PRCFESSIONS AI'D CAREERS TI1AT YCIJ ARE RJRSUII\N ARE IN FACT THE BACrc${E

rF S(.|CIIT TIDAY, IHERE'S AS I1UCH BT/\UTY IN TIIE PT,AIIIIIIG IF A FIEI_D AS TI{ERE

IS II'I THE DNCTOR'S IMLING PRACTICE. THEPE'S AS I\TJCH I{AGIC Ill THE SKILLS

ffi A !'IECIiAI'IIC AS THERE IS IN THE SKILLS OF A IRIAL IJ\I^IYER,

THE IGY T() IT ALL IS TO IAIG PRIDE IN WIIATEVEF. Y(-XJ Dt| AI'ID Dt| IT T(.)

THE BEST tF YOUR ABILIry, I AI1 PERSOI,IALLY DELIGHIM AI\D PRII.ID--AS A CI-IAIPITN

ffi trUCATI(]N--T[) IIAVE TI{IS OPPORIUNITY TC-DAY Tr) ADDRESS TRUE STUDB{IS (.F

A SIJB-JECT. YOJ HAVE SELECTM A DIRECTIS'I FOR. YO.JR LIFE. THAT IN ITSEI,F

IS A MJOR AI,ID AI}IIRABLE ACCOIPLISITIil{I', THTFAfl- TIIAT YOJ N(]I{ ARE PIJRSUIM

TIIAT SELECTIOI.I, TI{AT G[I/\l, I^II]H A DMICATIOI{ AI{D VIGI}R IS AI{ ENCruP,AGII'ffi

SIGl'l tr JUST WIJERE Y[,X.J'LL BE FIVE OR TEI{ YEARS FRIIVI NOI,,I. t t . I I^]CIULN

VENruRE TO SAY THAT AT THAT TII1E, YOJ hII LL BE SJCCESSFUL IliltsERS AI,ID

IGY CII1POI{EIIIS [F (.IJR Sr}CIETY.

IIDEED, Y("XJ I\rlLL BE ]HE BACIGII'IE,,,,THE Fru['lDATI0N,,,,THE CRUX 0N

l^rHICtl THIS t.,AllD fF I{E FREE SIRIVES AllD THRIVES, I,llTHffJT il[JCATm'rAl'D SKItlfl
I^/NRrcRS, h/E ARE N(]THING, Ft|R THIS RTASCIN, IT IS VITAL TI{AT THOSE IN THE

V()CATIO^'nL trUC/\TION CIJRRICUUJI'IS ARE IF STR(II,N OflRACTER. THESE ARIN'T EASY

ROTIS T(.| FILL IN A PRTPER AI{D I,IORTHY I'IANNER. IN ADDITICI.I TO T}1E SKILIS TH/\T

YOJ ARE LEARI,III.G, Y(]U ALSO ITJST BE AI^IARE OF THE RESTTI'ISIBILITIES FOR (lMD

CITIZENSHIP THAT ACCMPff'IY THESE R[)LIS, TIIESE IIIPC)RTAI\II POSITIOI'IS.



IN IALJ(IIffi hIITH SO1E ffi YUJ AI\D YffJR INSIRUCTORS, I IflOI'I TI.UIT I STAI{D

BtrORE B(]TH A IALEII'M A'{D VERY AI^IARE GRTIIJP ffi YOUNG I1B\ AI,D I',,U''IB,I, IN

ADDITION IO USII6 IIIE GOD-GIVEIJ ABILITIES I^IITI] I.IHICH YUJ'VE BEH\ BLESSED,

I,IANY OF Yru RECMNIZE IHE IIIPCI{TAI!ffi ffi SOCIAL RESP(]I{SIBILITIES AI{D CITIZENSHIP.

A1ERICA NEilS I,IELL R()IJNDM INDIVIIUALS IN THE I^ORIGORCE AI\D IN THE

HCIIE, THE CHILNRil'I IF TCDAY AI\ID TI}I(]RR(]I^I NED }{EEL-RUJ[IDM, RESPONSIBIf

IIDIVIDUALS TO AD1IRE AIID LfXRN FRIH.

I SINCERELY BELIEVE T}{AT TI{E VC|CATIO\AL MUCATIffI PRMRff{S OF TODAY

ARE TRAINIIE, CULTIVATII'N ff'D NURTURII,IG THESE TRAITS AND THESE II{DIVIDUALS.

FOR TI1IS REASON, I LMK AT YflJ TMAY l^lITH A COI\PIDH\CE IN hlHERE I4E

AS A PEOPIJ AI'ID A I'IATION AT{E HU\DM. IF YOJ CONIII{UE TO RJRSIJE TIIAT GctAL,

INCORPOtuSfur eunLITIES tlECESSARv T0 BE A pRorucTIVE Ir,rDIVrruAL Ato

PIiltsER ffi SMIETY, I IflSI TI{AT AIIERICA'S FUTURE IS SruID.

ALI,IAYS RillOtsER, Y[[J. /1RE NTMM

I{AIIY O]'HERS ARE CruI{IIIfi r)N Yru.

r t I .,YO.J ARE VAL.IJED.,, . .ND IIAI{Y

THANK YU.J,

,
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REP. TAYLOHA/O
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(AppRopRrATE RESPoNSE T0 INTRoDUCTTON)

TO OPEN MY REMARKS TONIGHT, I'D LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU A VERY

SPEclALSENTENcE'lTSABoUTPERSoNALM*DAccoMPLlSHMENT.

THIS IS A TEN.WORD SENTENCE AND EACH WORD IN IT CONTAINS ONLY

---
TWO LETTERS. THE SENTENCE IS THIS:

"lF lT ls T0 BE, lT !s uP To ME."

THINK ABOUT THAT FoR A M0MENT....(PAUSE)

I CAN'T THINK OF ANY SHORTER, SIMPLER WAY TO DESCRIBE WHAT HAD

TO BE YOUR APPROACH TO REACHING THIS GOAL. YOU KNEW WHAT HAD TO BE

DONE....AND YOU DID IT.

I SALUTE THOSE OF YOU BEING INDUCTED INTO THE NATIONAL

VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HONOR SOCIETY THIS EVENING. MY SINCERE

CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF YOU, AND TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS YOU

REPRESENT.

,TN
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EZ: FYI -- DISTRICTS ARE COATESVIL KENNETT DOWNINGTOWN

OXFORD AND AVON GROV

AS NEW INDUCTEES, TONIGHT YOU JOIN THE RANKS OF THE FIVE NVTHS

MEMBERS SERVING SINCE LAST YEAR. YOU CERTAINLY MUST FEEL PROUD OF THIS

ACHIEVEMENT, AND RIGHTLY SO!..

MOST ASSUREDLY, THERE ARE OTHERS IN THIS ROOM TONIGHT WHO

ARE EQUALLY PROUD - YOUR INSTRUCTORS, YOUR FAMILIES, YOUR FRIENDS...FOR

THEY'RE THE ONES WHO HAVE STOOD BESIDE YOU, AND BEHIND YOU, AS YOU

WORKED TO REACH THIS TREMENDOUSLY WORTHWHILE GOAL

THAT IS WHY, BEFORE GOING ANY FURTHER; I ALSO WANT TO

COMMEND YOUR HOME SCHOOL TEACHERS, TIIE STAFF AT TTIE VGTECH SCHOOL,

AND ALL THOSE WHO SUPPORTED YOU AS YOU WORKED TO EARN THIS HONOR.
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I KNOW FULL WELL AS I STAND BEFORE YOU TONIGHT I'M LOOKING AT

TOMORROW .. TOMORROWS FAMILIES. TOMORROW'S BUSINESS MEN AND WOMEN.

TOMORROW'S LABOR FORCE.

YES, I'M TALKING ABOUT YOU, STUDENTS. FOR YOU ARE TOMORROW'S

CAr'

CITTZENRY AND WORKFORCE. AS AN EDUCATOR, AS YEUR LEGISLATOR, I'M HERE

TO TELL YOU, YOU ARE AMONG THOSE WHO COMPRISE OUR COMMONWEALTH'S -

AND OUR NATION'S .. GREATEST RESOURCE: AN EDUCATED, SKILLED WORKFORCE.

YOUR INSTRUCTORS AND MANY OTHERS KNOW YOU HAVE THE ABILITY

TO DO THE JOB. THEY WANT THE BEST FOR YOU.

I URGE YOU, IN RETURN, TO WANT THE BEST FOR YOURSELF. FOR YOU

WILL NEVER REGRET GIVING LIFE YOUR BEST SHOT!

WE'RE ALL AWARE THAT BEING NAMED A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL

VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HONOR SOCIETY MEANS YOU ARE BEING RECOGNIZED

FOR YOUR ACADEMIC STANDING.
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HOWEVER, WE MUST KEEP IN MIND TOO THAT THE SOCIETY PROMOTES

ADDITIONAL ATTRIBUTES SUCH AS HONESTY, SERVICE, LEADERSHIP, CAREER

DEVELOPMENT AND SKILLED WORKMANSHIP AMONG VOCATIONAL STUDENTS.

ALSO SIGNIFICANT IS THE FACT THAT WHEN YOU'RE CHOSEN FOR THIS

HONOR, CONSIDERATION IS GIVEN TO YOUR ATTITUDE, YOUR WORK ETHIC, YOUR

LEVEL OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AND EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, AND YOUR

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AS WELL.

WHEN YOU THINK ABOUT ALL THOSE THINGS, IT BECOMES VERY CLEAR

YOU'VE BEEN SINGLED OUT FOR THIS HONOR BECAUSE YOU'VE CLEARLY

DEMONSTRATED A CAPACITY TO WORK HARD...BECAUSE YOU'VE SHOWN YOU ARE

WELL-ROUNDED, COMMUNITY.MINDED STUDENTS WHO ARE WILLING TO

CONTRIBUTE...AND YOU ARE GIVING IT YOUR BEST SHOT!

YOU HAVE COME TO VO.TECH SCHOOL FROM DIFFERENT HIGH SCHOOLS

TO FURTHER YOUR EDUCATION AND LEARN NEW SKILLS.
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AND THAT'S VERY SERIOUS BUSINESS IN OUR SOCIETY TODAY. PERHAPS

MORE IMPORTANT THAN IT'S EVER BEEN.

FOR HOW OUR COMMONWEALTH, OUR NATION, FARES IN THE NEXT

MILLENNIUM DEPENDS ON HOW WELL WE PREPARE OUR WORKFORCE NOW AS WE

CLOSE OUT THE 2OTH CENTURY IN OUR TIME.

AND AS FAR AS I CAN TELL FROM LOOKING AT THE LIST OF CLASSES

TAUGHT tN OUR VO.TECH SCHOOLS AND THE VARIETY OF COURSES AVAILABLE TO

YOU, YOU'RE BEING VERY WELL PREPARED TO GET JOBS THAT WLL ENABLE YOU

TO MAKE A DECENT LIVING.

WHAT YOU'RE LEARNING CREATES A SOLID BRIDGE TO EMPLOYMENT

AND OPPORTUNITY FOR EACH OF YOU.

CROSSING OVER THAT BRIDGE .. OR, IN OTHER WORDS, MAKING THE

TRANSITION FROM SCHOOL TO WORKFORCE - IS NOT ALWAYS EASY. BUT YOU'RE

LEARNING THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS YOU CAN DO TO MAKE IT SMOOTHER.
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ANOTHER PLUS IN ALL THIS IS THAT ALONG WITH EVERYTHING ELSE

YOU'RE GAINING VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO WHAT YOU REALLY WANT TO DO TO

EARN YOUR LIVING.

ARE YOU AWARE THE AVERAGE PERSON WORKS ABOUT 35 TO 40

YEARS DURING A LIFETIME? SO IT'S A DARNED GOOD IDEA TO BE DOING

SOMETHING YOU CAN ENJOY!

ADDED TO ALL THIS, I HAVE SOME INTERESTING INFORMATION ALL VO.

TECH STUDENTS WLL DEFINITELY LIKE HEARING. GUESS WHAT? WHEN YOU

GRADUATE FROM THE VO.TECH PROGRAM YOU'RE GOING TO BE IN DEMAND. HOW

SO?

FIRST, STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STUDIES SHOW A VO.TECH

EDUCATION IS A SPRINGBOARD TO IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT FOR MANY HIGH

SCHOOL GRADUATES.
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A WIDENING SKILLS GAP IN THE NATION'S WORKFORCE HAS MADE

EDUCATORS WORK CLOSELY WTH EMPLOYERS TO MAKE SURE STUDENTS HAVE

t fi,rt(THE SKILLS THE LABOR MARKET DEMANDS.

COUPLED WITH THAT, TEACHING EXPERTS BELIEVE THE HANDS.ON

APPROACH VGTECH EDUCATION USES IS MORE EFFECTIVE WTH MANY STUDENTS

THAN READING A TEXTBOOK OR LISTENING TO LECTURES.

AND MORE AND MORE THEY'RE FINDING THAT STUDENTS TEND TO

LEARN BETTER WHEN THEY CAN RELATE WHAT THEY ARE LEARNING TO THEIR

FUTURE CAREERS.

YOU'LL ALSO BE IN DEMAND AS VO.TECH GRADUATES BECAUSE, IN

ADDITION TO ALL THIS, THE NATION'S NEED FOR SEMI.SKILLED LABOR IS

DWNDLING. THUS, YOU'RE BEING PREPARED TO FILL THE BULK OF lHE NATION'S

JOBS BECAUSE YOU HAVE WHAT IS KNOWN AS ''EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS.''

VOCATIONAL.TECHNICAL EDUCATION INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT...SO VOCANONAL
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IT MAKES ME FEEL GOOD TO KNOW THAT THINGS ARE LOOKING GOOD

FOR OUR VO.TECH GRADUATES. WE'VE A LOT OF STUDENTS IN VO.TECH

SCHOOLS, YOU KNOW.

ALMOST HALF THE NATION'S HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS .- OVER THREE-

AND.A.HALF MILLION .. PARTICIPATE IN ABOUT 94,()()(} VGTECH PROGRAMS IN 11,600

SCHOOLS.

NOT ONLY THAT, AT LEAST 97 PERCENT OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS TAKE AT LEAST ONE VOCATIONAL COURSE...AND VO.TECH PROGRAMS

ARE OFFERED IN MORE THAN 9,OOO COMMUNITY COLLEGES, TECHNICAL INSTITUTES

AND UNIVERSITIES.

SO YOU SEE, AS STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE VOCATIONAL.TECHNICAL

PROGRAM, YOU'RE PART OF A VERY LARGE GROUP OF PEOPLE TAKING

ADVANTAGE OF VO.TECH CURRICULUM'S UNIQUE COMBINATION OF CLASSROOM

t-/\N
wt

INSTRUCTION, HANDS.ON WORK AND ON.THE.JOB TRAINING.
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I APPLAUD YOU FOR MAKING THE CHOICE TO TAKE VO.TECH COURSES

AS PART OF YOUR EDUCATION.

NOW TIME F THAT,

ryNiR, t'D LIKE To sHARE wrrH you soMETHTNG BRmsH wRrrER soMERSET

MAUGHAM ONCE SAID. I QUOTE:

''IT'S A FUNNY THING ABOUT LIFE...IF YOU REFUSE TO ACCEPT ANYTHING

BUT THE BEST, YOU VERY OFTEN GET IT.

NATIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES, I

CHALLENGE YOU TO ALWAYS AIM HIGH .. AND NEVER ACCEPT ANYTHING BUT THE

BEST.

I WISH YOU LUCK IN WHATEVER YOU PURSUE IN LIFE.

WHEREVER YOUR ABILITIES, YOUR DREAMS TAKE YOU .. AS YOU STEP

INTO TOMORROW . I HOPE THE FUTURE HOLDS NOTHING BUT ACCOMPLISHMENT

\=ro\rND 
uP W.*rrin$. BEIqE

AND FULFILLMENT FOR YOU...
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YES, TONIGHT YOU DESERVE TO BE PROUD OF YOURSELF. GIVE

YOURSELF A PAT ON THE BACK - YOU'VE EARNED THE RIGHT TO CONGRATULATE

YOURSELF.

FOR EACH OF YOU KNOWS, DON'T YOU, ''IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP TO

ME''?

ONCE AGAIN, MY CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH OF YOU.

FINALLY, MY THANKS TO THE CENTER FOR ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY FOR

INVITING ME TO JOIN YOU IN CELEBRATING THIS VERY SPECIAL EVENT IN YOUR

LIVES

IT'S BEEN A REAL PLEASURE BEING HERE WITH YOU TONIGHT.

-30-


