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April 18,1997

Ms. Pamela S. Szczesny

North East, PA]'6428

Dear Ms. Szczesny:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the lowering of required standards
for school nurses. I very much appreciate your professional insight on this important
matter. I also commend you on your timeliness; it is Paramount that potentially
controversial legislation, such as this, be addressed from its inception.

I can certainly understand your perspective on the job parameters of school

nurses. The role of today's school nurses is critical to the health and well-being of our
students. It is my hope that no legislator would introduce a bill which would
undermine the integrity of our school nurses'

Please know, that should this legislation come before the House I will most

certainly keep your thclughts in mind. Your professional insight on this matter will
assist me in the ever-important decision making Process.

Again, thank you for sharing your views with rne. If there is anything else I may
do for you with this or any other matter, please contact my office.

Thomas ]. Scrimenti
State Representative
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Pamela S. Szczesny

North East, Pa. 16428

To:Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

Date: March 16,1997

From: Pamela S. Szczesny, R.N., B.S.N., M.S
Certified School Nurse

Re: Legislation Changing the Definition of a School Nurse

It has been brought to my attention that Senator Daniel Scott Delp is considering the sponsorship of
legislation which would lower the standards required in the School Code for school nwses.

Perhaps he does not realize that a Certified School Nurse functions on her own in an educational
setting rather than a clinical setting. Her practice involves the care of and advocacy for the health care

needs of public, private and parochial students tfuoughout the Commonwealth. She is a fully qualified
member of the education team which attempts to provide an education in the least restrictive setting for all
children. Most people seem to think that a school nurse spends her day putting on bandaids and handing

out pills - and though that may be a time consumingprt of her practice, it is only the beginning. She

provides health education and health counseling to all students, their teachers and their families. A
Certified School Nurse must be a well educated and experienced practitioner in order to best meet the
complex health care needs of today's students.

I cannot imagine that State Senators wouldbecome involved in lowering the standards for the

coronary care nurse who will care for them when they have their heart attacks; or for the intensive care

rurrse who will care for their family members who are injured or who have major surgery; or for the
psychiatric nurse who will tend to those with mental break downs; or for the community health nurse who
will care for those who are discharged from the hospital too soon to care for themselves at home; or for the
nurse educator who will prepare future nurses for practice. AII nurse specialists are required to have an
advanced educational background in order to qualify for their specialty, School Nurses are no
different.

It is my respectfrrl request that as my own, Representative you will stand for excellence in school
health care and support the well prepared Certified School Nurses who serve the children of Pennsylvania.

Sincerely,
Pamela S. Szczesny
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December 8, 1998

Lisa Zarger
Wattsburg Area School District
Seneca High School
10770 Wattsburg Rd.

Erie, PA 16509-6499

Dear Ms. Zarger:

I would like to thank you for your correspondence with my office regarding your concerns
with revisions being made to alter Chapter XIV of the School Code (Health Services in Schools).
As a State Representative, I certainly value your professional opinion and I appreciate being
apprised of those issues that concern you.

Upon receiving your letter, I contacted Ms. Jessie Rohner, DrPH, RN, Executive Administrator
of the Pennsylvania State Nurses Association (PSNA), regarding your concerns, As you most
likely already know, the.PSNA and the State Board of Nursing share in your concerns over this
rnatter. Ms. Rohner has conveyed that indeed there is a proposal in the works that would amend
the Public School Code of 1949 to remove several provisions of the current health program.

Ms. Rohner has also expressed that thus far this proposal has been paft of a slow moving
process and she is not certain what definite changes are forecasted in the near future, However,
the PSNA is working with the State Board of Nursing on fighting this proposal and they are
continuing to conduct meetings on this issue. Ms. Rohner recently forwarded the PSNA position
statement on school nursing to my office. I have attached a copy of this statement for your
perusal. Ms. Rohner has also conveyed that the PSNA will know more about the procession of
this proposal closer to the end of this month and will be issuing a more in-depth letter addressing
the PSNA's opposition with suppofting rationale.

Please know that I understand your concerns with the new provisions and I will ceftainly keep
your thoughts and concerns in mind if and when this proposal comes to fruition and is before the
House for a vote.

I would like to thank you once again for your letter to my office. Please continue to
communicate your views with me in the future. j' .,
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Thohna's J. Scriinenti
State Representative
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December 14,1998

Ms. Marcy L. Hall

North East, PA 7il28

Dear Ms. Hall:

Article 14 is part of Pennsylvania's School Code, which contains all of the laws
relating to public schools. The ratio of one nurse to every 1,500 students is contained in
Article 1- 4; rnother words, it is mandated by law artd not by regulation. House Bill 153,

introduced in 1997, would, among other provisions, change this ratio to one nurse to every
750 students. Since this bill stalled in the House Education Committee and the current
session is over, the bill is now defunct.

According to a staff member of the House Education Committee, there are no
proposed regulations or pending legislation that would privatize school health prograrns or
cause them to be diluted. Hotrse Bill 1010, which covered a number of school provisions,
might have had that effect; however, it was not reported from the House Education
Committee. In fact, that bill has been replaced by-another bill that has no bearing on the
delivery of school health services.

Tharrk you again for calling this matter to my attention. I do not at this time believe
that any drastic changes are in store for school nurses or school health prograrns. If I ever
have the opportunity to vote on House Bill 153 or a similar bill, I shall certainly keep your
coilunents in mind about the nurse-to-student ratio.

C OMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

"nyr^ul tk/G N"t
@ ,^,nta, * RE.Y.LED PAPEB

State Representative

Thank you for your recent letter in which you inquired about proposed changes to
the School Health Code of 1949. You have raised a number of valid and warranted points
about the role of school nurses and health progr€uns in our public schools.
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May 2, 1995

Pat Calabrese
.

Erie, Pa 16507

Dear Pat:

I would like to thank you for your recent letter expressing your support of fair share

fees and opposition to tuition vouchers. I certainly understand and share your concerns

about these critical issues and hope that you will continue to contact me with your ideas

and opinions.

I believe that fair share is not a labor-management issue, but is rather an issue of
fairness. The repeal of fair share would allow people who chose not to pay for the cost of
negotiations to receive the benefits of a collectively bargained contract. t believe that
elimination of fair share could fatally damage the collective bargaining process. Public

employees have made great strides in the last 20 years and that can be attributed to the

collective bargaining process. I strongly believe that the right to collective bargaining is a

fundamental American freedom. I will oppose all measures that seek to damage this
process. I will vote against Senate Bills 9,291 and I I and all other attempts to eliminate
fair share.

You may also be sure that I will not support tuition vouchers. The last time a tuition
voucher came before the House I voted against it. This session I oppose the Governor's
proposed nrition voucher proposal on constitutional, philosophical and fiscal grounds. The

Pennsylvania Constitution states that "No money raised for the support of the public
schools of the Commonwealth shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any
sectarian school" (Article III, Section l5). While Pennsylvanians should be proud of the

state's long tradition of parochial and private schools, this provision was written so that the

taxpayers will never be required to support these institutions. Thus, I do not believe that
this voucher proposal is constinrtional and will continue to oppose all tuition voucher
programs.

Second, I simply do not believe that the state should be involved in funding private
and parochial schools. These schools do not have to abide by the same regulations and
requirements as public schools. Thus, there is no way to ensure that students are receiving



Page 2

a quality education under this system. In addition, the vouchers are only for $700, which is
far too little money to cover the cost of tuition at most schools. Thus, this program will
basically subsidize those who can already afford to attend non-public schools.

Finally, in the current era of fiscal consffaints, I do not believe that the funds should
be shifted from our public school system. The Governor is not only taking money away
from our public schools, but he has also proposed very little new funding for our public
universities. This includes funding for repairs and maintenance to buildings and
classrooms, which is often cited as the nation's top educational need. The simple fact is
that the Commonwealth must attend to its responsibilities to our children and the public
school system before spending money on any new experiments.

If any tuition bill comes before the House, I will certainly vote against it. However,
if it would pass, it would become part of the budget. At this time, I am presently undecided
as to whether or not I would vote against the budget if I am presented with this scenario.

You may be sure that I will vehemently fight any school voucher progftrm which
includes private and parochial schools. I will also support the concept of fair share in this
and upcoming legislative sessions. Thank you again for your letter. If I can be of any
further assistance on this or other issues in the future, please do not hesitate to contact my
office.

Sincerelyl

\-j-' \r'il'\-
Tom Scriinenti
State Representative
4th District
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October 26, L995

Valarie Kane

Nortlr East, PA L6+28

Dear Ms. Kane:

I want to thalk you for your kind words and sentiments. It is very important
for me to hear of your views and ideas, especially about such importcrnt an{
controversial issues as the school voucher system. Your comrnents and insights will
help me if this matter is again brought forward for a vote.

Although the vote on House Bill 38 was stricken, I opposed the bill for a variety
of reasons. f11itidy, I was frustrated tl'at ttre Governor did not provide arry

opportunity for public input into his Keystone Initiative for a Difference in Our Schools

lifnSy plal. Ttrere are so marry ideas for school reform tllat have been implemented
across the state and the countqr that are cost effective and efficient. Because of the
number of children in private and parochial schools ttrat could qualiff under the

lalguage proposed by Governor Ridge, the tuition voucher plan will cost over 3OO

rnillion dollars. If this plan would have been enacted, I would have essentially been

approving a risky plan, along with a tax increase without arry public input or approval.

8) ,ecycua pap*
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It was with all tl1at in mind and more that I vote against the proposal. As you
cal imagine. that vote has been the subject of marry phone calls and letters to my
offi,ce, of-which yours was a welcomed and appreciated addition. Again, thank you for
uriting and please continue our communication.

i

SincerelY, ",, 
1ti/
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?orir Scrimenti
State Representative
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November 20, 1998

Richard Zahner

North East, PA 16428

Dear Mr. Zabner:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding school vouchers, public education, campaign finance
reform, the state surplus, and stadium funding. Your thoughts are welcomed and valued. I hope you will
continue to contact me with your insights.

As you may know, I am an opponent to Governor Ridge's voucher plan. Vouchers are a serious
threat to effective public education, jeopardizingthe schools' traditional mission of "leveling the playing
field" for children of all socioeconomic backgrounds. In the past, voucher proposals have presented more
problems than solutions.

In my opinion, education is the key to a civllized, prosperous, and healthy society. Educating our
children is of paramount importance to me. It is a valuable investment to our future, a cornerstone of our
democracy, and by no means should be sacrificed.

I agree, the General Assembly must implement strong campaign finance reform that respects the
rights of interested individuals to contribute to the candidates or causes they choose to support. Please be
assured that I will support legislation that limits campaign contributions and implements public funding
for candidates who agree to voluntary spending limits.

Incidentally, Senate Bill 254 unanimously passed that House and Senate and was later signed into
law by the Governor on October 15, 1998 (Act 93 of 1998). Act 93 requires lobbyists to register with the
State Ethics Commission and report the identity of any lawmaker or state official on whom he/she has
spent $650 or rnore in one year for hospitality and entertainment.

Although the funds are derived from tax monies, Governor Ridge and Republican leadership in
the Legislature have full discretion in deciding how the state surplus revenue, which is estirnated to be
approximately $700 million, is allocated. The Governor and Republican leadership has not yet formally
announced how or when these funds will be dispersed
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As you know, Governor Ridge wants the legislature to raise the state's debt ceiling by $500
million, which means the state can borrow up to that amount to pay for large building projects. Of that
total, $300 million to $325 million, or one-third of the cost, would be earmarked for stadiums for the
Pittsburgh Steelers and Pirates and the Philadelphia Eagles and Phillies. The cities and team owners
would be responsible for the remaining two-thirds of the cost. The other $175 million to $200 million of
potential debt could be used for other projects around the state.

Although school vouchers and stadium funding have been issues of great debate this session,
legislation to establish such provisions have not been formally introduced as a bill or amendment.
Therefore, these proposals have not yet been considered by the General Assembly. The current 1997-
1998 legislative session concludes on November 30, 1998. Any legislation that is not passed by then will
die with the session and can be offered again in the next session. There has been some speculation that
vouchers and stadium funding, if considered, may be delayed until the I 999-20A0legislative session.

' 
Please be assured that I will take your thoughts into consideration if, and when, the

aforementioned issues are brought before the House for a floor vote. If you have questions or comments,
please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,

fur*
Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

TJS/mtf
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Aptil L4, L999

Pat Brtrno III, President
Central Labor Union & Indr.r,strial Union Council
t70L State Street
Erie, PA 16501

Dear Mr. Bruno,- Yfr r

I want to take this opporftmity to thank you for writing t9 ot: in opposition to-the

Govemor,s on-going schooi voucher proposals. Yotrr concers for the students attending

schools in the C"ondonwealth are obviously genuine and deserve to be heard.

Recently, Govemor Ridge unveiled a proposal thgt would enact a new Educational

Opport,nity Crant pilot progrio.lJnder t!1s nroerarn, families would be provided with a

voucher that woddcorr"i pult of the cost of tuition at another school, whether that school is

public, private, or parocniif. The Educational Opportunity Grant p-tP-t Plg$tarr, ry"l$ also

provide ,,superuouchers" to ,Cistressed school distri.ts, which would be identified, trsing a

predeterrnined criterion, by the Pennsylvartia Deparffitent of Education This pacloge aPPears

to be quite extensive and, experuive, but according !" f" Governor would not take any funding

from the Cornmonwealth's public schools and would be only a very small portion of the budget

already allocated to the Departrtent of Education., 
,

As you may know, school voucher tqgol"gon has been stnrck down every time it was

presented before th" G.r,"ral Assembly. Altho"ugh t-agree-with the Govemor that we, as

iegislators, educators artd parents must continui to keep the best interests of our children in

focw, there may be other altematives to assure that our children will receive the best

educational opportqnities available to them. Smaller class sizes, imprwed technology,-artd

clear academic rturd*ds are iust a few of the potential solutioru that have continuallyleen

mentioned. I agree that all chitdren deserve an equal9T.", something that can only be

provided by thI public schools. We need to support the Commonwealth's public school

districts to ensqrl a[ children will receive a quality education in Penruylvania-

Again, I wartt to thank you for your letter of concern. I will strrely keeg yoq comrrtents

in mind * tf"i" legislative issue unfolds in the General Assembly. If I can be of any further

assistartce to you6n this matter, or any other matter in the future, please feel free to contact me'

Yci.
Thomas |. ftrimenti
State Representative

@ ennreoor Racrcl-EDP PER
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August l7 ,2000

Ms. Rita Lockhart

Union City, PA 16438

Dear Ms. Lockhan:

Thank you for your recent e-mails. I appreciate you corlmunicating with me your
concerns regarding Senate Bill L4l5 and tuition vouchers.

Senate Bill l4l 5 would increase the monthly stipend Pennsylvania State
Employee Retirement System (PSERS) beneficiaries receives from $55/month to
$ 150/month. As your state representative, I will get an opporlunity to act on this bill only
if it passes the Senate and is sent to the House for consideration. Rest assured, if this
occurs, I will glve Senate Bill l4l5 my utmost consideration when casting my vote.

I understand your concerns with school vouchers and, in fact, share them. School
vouchers are not constitutional and do not provide equal access to students of differing
social-economic classes. I believe that instead of spending millions of dollars on an
inherently discriminatory voucher systan, we should use this money to bolster public
education for all of our students.

Again, thank you for your e-mails.
future, please do not hesitate to contact my

If I can be of any further help to you in the

'I
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Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
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April 24,2OOl

Ms. Paula Bessetti

Wattsburg, PA L6442

Dear Ms. Bessetti:

Thank you very much for youn letter regarding your views on vouchers and pilot
programs. I believe as you do that we must find solutions to our public school system
as well as informing the public about the many great things that our educators do da)'
in and day out.

As you stat-ed so well in your coffespondence to me, vouchers divert attention from the
needs of schools. This is true, but more irnportantly, vouchers would divert much
needed funding from our public schools. We need more lunding for our schools so
that we can attract good teachers, upgrade our infrastructure, and provide the tools
that our children need to succeed in the new economy.

Legislators must be very careful when considering whether or not to establish more
charter schools and other pilot programs. Pilot programs and voucher systems have
produced very mixed results acadernically. I also believe that it is wrong to sencl tax
dollars to voucher and pilot programs that do not have to go through the same
accountability standards that our public schools must endure.

Again, I want to thank you for contacting me and for keeping me apprised of your
cerns. If you have any further comments or concerns, please do not hesitate to

my office.

Th J. ti

con

Sin

State Representative
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November 13, 2003

Thomas Blose
.

Erie, PA 16 5 1 O

Dear Mr. Blose:

Thank you for your letter regarding Governor Rendell's proposals for early childhood
education, tuition vouchers, and school ta>< referenda. I appreciate the time and effort
you have taken to apprise me of your positions on these issues. At the outset, please
know that I concur wholeheartedly with your remarks concerning early education and,
in particular, preschool education. Children need a solid foundation on which to build
a towering structure of learnirg, and this foundation is started in preschool. I believe
we need to provide preschool education to every child in Pennsylvania. In doing so, we
can ensure a successful and rewarding future for our children and our
Commonwealth.

For your information, I cast an affirmative vote on House Bill 113. As you may know,
HB 113 provides funding for full-day kindergarten, tutoring in the poorest dislricts,
and reduced class sizes through third grade. HB 1 13 was part of a package of bills
that the House passed on October 2l which allocates more than $+.2 billion in public
education subsidies and $+SO million in federal budget aid, raises $ t. t billion via new
fees and tariffs, and lays the groundwork to reduce property taxes. The revenue is
intended to close a budget deficit, fund new education prograrns, and restore cuts
made in the budget bill that the governor signed in March. We are now awaiting
additional action on these measures through the likely appointment of a legislative
conference committee comprised of members from both the House and Senate.

I strongly believe in our public school system and the state constitutional requirement
to "provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and efficient system of
public education to serve the needs of the Commonwealth." Indeed, our state
government clearly has a moral duty to assure that all children, wealthy and poor
alike, have the same opportunity to a quality education. Furthermore, I respect the
constitutional provision that states: "No money raised for the support of the public
schools of the Commonwealth shall be appropriated to or used for the support of any
sectarian school."

@ enrrureooN RECYcLED PAPER
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Page 2

Lastly, although I have not staked out a position on the issue of school ta:< referenda,
your opposition has been duly noted. Please be assured, too, that I will keep your
concerns close in mind throughout the remaining budget deliberations. I strongly
believe that our democracy works best when citizens have an opportunity to voice
their views. Again, thank you for voicing yours. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if I may be of further assistance with this or any other matter of import.

a

a

State Representative

I
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomas Blose [
Monday, October 06, 2003 6:48 AM
Scrimenti, Tom
Oppose early childhood voucher program, referenda on school taxes

Thomas Blose
.

Erie, PA L6510

Oct,ober 6, 2003

The Honorable Thomas J. Scrimenti
House Box 202020
Harrisburg, PA L7120-2020

Dear Representative Scrimenti :

As a constituent, I,m writing to ask you to vot,e NO on any legislation
that provides for vouchers for early childhood programs and/or referendum
on school district taxes.

Governor Rendell in a June LL,2OO3 news conference said: "Some folks in
the LegislaEure want to give out a voucher program where the state will
pay for child care for children who are pre-kindergarten age. What's wrong
,ilf, that, is, there are no standards, there are no guarantees that those
children will get guality educational programs. They will get child care
yes, but no standard.s Eo make sure that their minds are stretched, t,hat
Lfreir minds grow, that they begin the process of learning, and sensitizing
themselves to the learning process. We want to make sure that PA children
have that experience right from the beginning - "

f wholeheartedly agree with the governor's comments. Pennsylvania needs
not only more early childhood education programs we need quality
childhood education programs. A voucher program will enable Iow-quality
programs even individuals who provide babysitting in their homes and
fra.re no background in education to obtain state funding with no
safeguards oi standards. A voucher program would do nothing to ensure that
]ow-Lr.o*" parents wou1d. have access t,o high-guality programs, or would be
able to choose high-guality progrELms f or their children.

The fed.eral NCLB/ESEA law calls for studenEs to meet rigorous academic
standards wit,h testing as early as third grade. It is imperative to
provide funding not just for quantity in early childhood programs, but
quality.

PSEA believes Ehe state Education Department should be required to develop
specific stand.ard.s and, eligibility criteria for districts and preschool
plowid.ers. These criteria should also include teacher certification
standards.

pennsylvania remains just one of nine staEes that do not fund
pre-kind.ergarten. Nor do we set any overall quality standards for these
Lf forts. without qr:a1ity early childhood programs which meet st.andards for
saf et,y and educational value, stud.ents will continue to enter public
schools unprepared to learn. Pennsylvania businesses will be at a
d.isadvantage to competitors in New York, New ,-Tersey, North Carolina and
I1linois - states that have made qualiEy early childhood education a
priority.

attaching referenda to school budgets simply add another problem to a bad

1



.nd,ing system.

School tax referenda will act,ually cost, Pennsylvania taxpayers money that
could be spent to improve education. Districts will be required to spend
money on referenda campaigns rather than on educating children. District,
personnel will be required to spend time and effort on referenda campaigns
rather than on educating children.

School tax referenda are particularly harmful to students and taxpayers in
the absence of adequate, equitable, and stable funding from the state. The
General Assembly's own Select Committee last summer stated t,hat referenda
on school district taxes should not be considered unt,il schools are
eguitably and appropriately funded. Without reform of the entire funding
system, referenda will 1oek in the inequities in the current system for
years to come. Referenda are particularly unfair if districts are not
released from them if the staEe fails to meet all of its financial
obligat,ions Eo schools in full .

School tax referenda will cripple many of our dist,ricts just as they are
being held accountable for meeting t,ough new state and federal
requirements, with consequences that could threaEen their very existence.

School tax referenda make it possible for small groups of voters in
elections with low t,urnout to exert greater influence. Their votes on a
budget referendum ean adversely affect the quality of educat,ion.

School tax referenda disrupt the ability of eleeted officials to make and
implement long-term plans to modernize schools, improve teacher training
and increase student aehievement.

School ref erenda will cause greater disparity in school prolJrarms, funding,
and taxat,ion. Tax raLes and school serwices will differ even more across
disEricts than they do now.

Sincerely,

Thomas Blose

2



THOMAS J. SCRIMENT]
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET

NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

202 NORTH CENTER STREET

CORRY PENNSYLVANIA 1 il07
PHONE: (814) 664-9126

258, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787'9475

COMMITTEES

AGING AND YOUTH

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGING

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

puure of pepre smtaliuBs
C OMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

December 28, 1995

Philip B. Friedmarl, Esquire
Arnbrose, Friedman and Weichler

t
Erie, PA L65O2-L495

Dear Mr. Friedman:

I received and closely read your letter. I appreciate very much the time

you took to so fully inform me of your opinions and reasoning' Your comments

were welcomed ald valued. I hope you will continue to contact me with your

insights.

Senate BiU g06 is presently in the House of Representatives' Judiciary

Committee for a second time. Without a doubt, Senate BiU 806 'nrill be

discussed at great length in committee and, if it advances, on the floor of the

House. Throrighout that debate, I want to assure you that your comments and

warnings will b. ,.*"mbered and respected. I share your desire to protect the

state from any infringements upon its constitution or its high court's decision'

However, =orri" believe that grr"r the conflicts that are inherent in our nation's

system of federalism, attention and adjustments are periodically needed.

Through that shrdy, it is argued, our state is strengthened, not weakened'

That will remain to be seen "na 
wil have to be proven if Senate BiU 806 is

brought forward for Passage.

Throughout that process, Mr. Friedman, please feel free to continue our

dialogue on that historic measure. I need to hear from you on issues of such

importance and controversy. Again, thank you for this welcomed opporhrnity.

Sincerely,

Tom Scrimenti
State Representative

Q) no"ua ror",
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AlAsRosE, IFrEDN AN AND WTTcHLER
319 West Eighth Street

Erie, Pennsylvania 16502-1495Leonard G. Ambrose III

Philip B. Friedman*

William P. Weichler

*Also admitted in N.Y.

(814) 452-3069

Fax (814) 459-0968

October 23, 1995

The Honorable Thomas Scrimenti
25-B Capitol Building
East Wing
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Dear Tom:

I am writing to you regarding Senate Bill 806 (Printer's Number 855). As I understand it,
the House Judiciary Committee has recently approved legislation which would amend the
Pennsylvania Constitution to limit search and seizure law to conf,orm to the Fourth Amendment
to the United States Constitution. I am writing to urge you to vote against this very dangerous
bill.

In recent years the Supreme Court of the United States has severely limited individual's
rights in its interpretation of the Fourth Amendment. The Court has repeatedly stated, however,
that states are free to provide greater protections to their citizens. The Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania has in certain circumstances interpreted the Pennsylvatia Constitution in such a
manner as to provide greater protections to the citizens of this state. For example, the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania has provided that a warrant must be obtained before acitizen's bank
records can be seized. The Supreme Court of the United States, on the other hand, does not
;:eccgnize su.;h arigh+.,if prir,,lc.7. In adCr+i+n. the S,-rprt'rne Ccurt ^f the Ilnited Statr:s ha.s held
that one may not have standing to challenge a search unless one has "standing." The reasoning
of the Supreme Court is totally without logic and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania has wisely
refused to follow the lead of that majority.

The Supreme Court of the United States has moved drastically to the right in the last
twenty years. Many commentators feel quite strongly that the Court's reasoning is without basis
in many cases and represents a severe encroachment on the rights of this nation's citizens. The
bill before the House, if adopted, would require the courts of Pennsylvania to walk in lock stop
with the Supreme Court of the United States regardless cf thr- logic of that Cour1's conclusions.
This would effectively undermirie tire independence of our own judiciary and place at risk the
citizens of this Commonwealth. Our state's judiciary would in eff'ect be subject to the political
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whim of the federal judiciary. The Pennsylvania Constitution would in effect become

meaningless.

As I am certain you will recall, Chief Justice Sam Roberts, our last representative on the
Supreme Ccuil of Pennsvlva;ii.a. tcok a ieading riils 1'' making certain that the Perursylvania
judiciary was independent and a leader in protecting the rights of individuals. This amendment
is an affront to the citizens of this state as well as to the memory of Justice Roberts.

I would strongly urge you to vote against the Senate Bill 806 and to take a leadership role
in opposing its adoption. If I can be of any assistance or you require any additional information I
would be grateful if you would contact me.

Best personal regards.

Very truly yours,

AMBROSB, FRIEDMAN and WEICHLER

BY
Philip . Friedman, Esquire

PBFlkrp
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June 2, 1995

Clarenc€ T. Hess

ECATO President
8899 Old Wattsburg Road

Erie, Pennsylvania 165 l0
r"i I

Dear Mr. Hess: - L tl.:U , .[-1-/

Thank you for contacting me to express the support of the Erie County fusociation of
Township Officials for House Bill 702. This bill provides for a rewrite of the Pennsylvania

Second Class Township Code.

I believe that ttris overall effort has b€€n quite worttrwhile, and is much needed. To be

sure, certain provisions contained in the Code are out of date and in need of being rewritten.
Further, I applaud the painstaking dilige,nce of the House l-ocal Government Committee, the Local

Government Commissiorl and ttre various associations involved. Clearly, this has been a detailed,

somewhat arduous process, but it is surely worthwhile.

Please know that I am in support of House Bill702 in the form in which it was voted out
of the House L^ocal Government Committee. We will no doubt all benefit from the update,

consolidation and reorganization of this statute, an effort to which your organization has

s ignifi cantly contributed.

Thank you again for writing. If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contast my office.

S

\,1 r .nl 1
J. Scrimenti

State Representative

(S ,rrr"trd papcr
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l,[ay 2,2 , L995

Dear HonorabLe Thomas ssrimenti I

1rhe Pennsylvania State Association of Eownship
SuperVisors has advised our organization that HouEe
Bill 7oZ is echeduled for consl-deration by the full
house thiE weelr - Our State Aeeocl-atlon and the HouEe
Local Governuent Commlttee has conducted nuneroug
meetings on the rerrite of the Township CBde. AlEo, the
House Local Govern&ent Comnittee held a hearlng at
Edinhoro Borough Hall, where House Bill 7fr2, wf,s the
rnal.n subJect of discuesion, TeEtimony was given hy our
aesociation and several townEhipa requesting a townehip
code reviEion to peetit Eiupervisore to be ernployed by
tlre township in any capacity not otheml"ee prohibited
by law, At preeent we can only be employed at road
uaster, Becretary r of, treasurer, Superrzl"eora Ehould be
ahle to be empl"oyed for exauple es publtc safety,
nater r ef, aerrer aflninistrators wtthout being
lnvestlgated by the Etate Ethics Commiesion.

1rhe Erie County Aesociation of Tornehip Officlale
urge you to support Houee BtIl 7QA es tt Gams out of
the Houae Lpcal Government Comrulttee Hhen tt Gongs to a
vote on the House Floor. Amendnents to the hill could
b€ detrimental to losa} government as offered hy
specl-a1 lnterest groups.

F1ease contact me at the Greene fownshl.p t'Iuniclpal
Building (814) 825-334? tf you have any queutions
regarding House BIII 7O2,

Sincerely,

(fi*r{/ft/M.d
,#e*Clarence T. Hess

ECATO Preeldent

WANTE

TOTFL P.A?


