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The HonnrahLe Rotrerh ['i- Casey
Govern0r of the Comnnonwea I t"lt

of Pennsylvanla
77-5 Main Capltol BuiLding
Ha rr I ehurg ' Pn t7 tZO

flear Governor Casey:

As you knofi, r have been quibe supporblve of bhe ldea of con-
structlng a ne* EEate prlson in northreEt PenflsylvanIa. and Jolned$ith my colleagues lh the Erle County tlouse of Representatlves del-
eEatlon ln recommend lngr eonslderatlon of a alte ln Conneaut Tovnehlp,

I a now requestl.ng you atso eonelder plaha to loeaLe guch a
faelllty ln eolumbus Tornship, Warfetl eouhty. tfhlle nelther the
AIbion nor Lhe Columbus Tovnshlp slte ls ln my leglslatlve dlEt.tlet,
both Bibes offer slgnlfleant eommunlty supporL and are ln real need
oF bobh the dlrecb employment and spln-ort Jobe that would result
ffofi thlE project.

Albhough r am Buportj,ve Df eLther slbe, Lhe columbug Tonnghlp
locatlon i.s preferred. I am ent,lrely eoflvlneed ttrat thls sl-te ls-
an appropr late one r fihd trl ll fulfL Ll a serloue need for economlc
tlevelopmenL opportunt tl ee for bhe f,ornmunlty .

Thank y$rt for y$ur r:fin.slderaL{.on,

f' S.1llr:el:€J.y r\'' I/ rJ

Int,rYh,,'k,s#il
Tom Serimentl
$tate RepreeentaLi.ve

TJSr/kb
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flou*t of pepre swtativts
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

April 13, 7992

Mr. Michael Bokoch

Erie , Pennsylvania 16510

Dear Mr. Bokoch: - ilit,i..
Thank you very much for your recent letter regarding property taxes

levied on senior citizens.

As you may know, I am an avid supporter of legitimate efforts to stabilize
property taxes for those individuals on a fixed income. Unfortunately, the
State Constitution of Pennsylvania prohibits graduated tax levies and mandates
uniformity among all taxes, including property taxes. A copy of that section of
the Constitution is enclosed for your review.

In addition, I have included a copy of House Bill 1535 which would create
the Seniors Citizens' Property Tax Freeze Act. This bill is curuently under
study in the House Local Government Committee. I believe the question of
constitutionality would no doubt pay a key factor in the non-passage of this
legislation.

I hope this information proves useful to your inquiry and, again, thank
you for alerting me of your concerns. If I may be of further assistance, please
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

i,'

Thbmas J . Scrimenti
State Representative

/js
enclosures
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! poalr' of pepre smtalives
coMMo**tH*?Sr",fHSYLVANIA

June 9 ' 1993

l{r. John A. Davison
,

,  -t347

Dear Mr. Davigon:

I want to thank you for writing me with your ideae about tax reform. It
ie important for me to know of your optnions on thig important lesue and on
other matters of intereet to you for me to vote in a truly rePreaentative way.
With that in mind, I appreciate you wrLting and hope that your letter
repreaents the beginning of a cornmunication between us that keeps me informed
and up-to-date on your thoughte and concerns.

Ag you may know, my entlre publlc career haE been baged _up9n the.
effective-and eificient Eollection and expenditure of publlc funds. with that
in mind, I can certainly share your frustration over the methods of tax
colleetion that our local communities nou, uBe. Your comentg about the
inequities of our preaent property tax syetem were- right on the mark. I Join
in four call for real reform tn the way taxable value is derived and how each
of us pay our fair Ehare in support of local and statewide ProgramE. - I agree
that ctrange is needed now to ftx the antiquated eyeten that unfalrly burdene
thg elderly and doee not take the prop,er porttons of the wealthy. AE you
know, effoitg vrere made ln the past to tnstitute a nen eystem tn the place of
our preeent problem fllted tax etructurel they failed. Howev€r; I am
confident that the people of this state and thelr General Aeeembly are ready
for far reaching and laeting action and reform. I know I 3[1.

Throughout that upcoming process, I hope that you continue your
participation, writing and calling with youf comments.and queations. The
irticle you gent preaenta one of €tre eeveral ideas being considered within the
General lasembly. Compromiseg and deliberatione will undoubtedly take place
in this hietorlc consideratlon. I look forward to hearlng from you during
those develotrments.

Again, thank you for writing.

L

Scrimentl

/)a

State
J

,

eentative
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poure of &rf* sentatttrBs
c oM M o ** 

iffi*?H,m 
S'LVANIA

Januqry 12, 1994

Mr. RonaH J. Booser

Wattshtrg, PA 16442

Dear Mr. Boocer:

Ttrank you lbr yo.r tocont letbr and newspaper a,licle concotnlng popos€d local tax

rclorm efbns. I ceninly undersEnd and thars your conoem &ut th€ possiuo

OeUimenEt irpact o, any ctranges ln the r[ucurp Ol our lOCal E)( systam. However' I also

befier4e thd wi rnst Ueiin ,r,oring aray tronr lhe crlr€,tt prcpetty [x+ased system wiUl

Itc saemiqly endless numbet ol milbgc lncnare&

You are cotrcct, ol coulr, ln yorrt Ssatton hal ho ar$cle dd not <Iso.ts3 all th€
portinoril Eas in sr6 Abgheny outry teoruon (Act z ol 1980). I belwe [ld does

ifnfry as a tal r6lblm mea31113 b.ca$ ln etdpn$ lbr the one potcent.ln6t€ess in the

iilec'o, Allegheny County hdt b lxlEhS he pcnonal pmPctly rax and Ffnenpltty
treoze property aslaemanf tor ton tlrcorne rr{or dlizenE wilb local muddpalilies had to

ffi'ttniir fiiopety tax€t. Tht !, ahough Act 77 was not completoly Bvonue'neutral, a
rrast maiolity'ol tte-sal€8 EI rownuo relt CncUy bwerd E( nleL Tltts, his legisldion
rralc tre frst 36p in lhe nrve bx,ad a hil3r h,( lysbm s'ilch is based on *ility to pay'

mt on prcperty ownentip.

You alco polnt out ft I Qlotdrtdlly bdy pofc.nt (1Ot6) ol tho qrrent Ede Comty
sales hr( comee'lrom peoef ndin outtida he Couttly. I'hlch !ncan8, of ggyrso' lhat trixty

porcent (096) ol he8a ni€|I,.. comc tnm 
'tdd.nb 

ol Edc CouW. Iln{lo tl{s m€ans

itra 
" 

ntgpmy ol the lwenr gan rdld by he propoeed sat$ E( wlllcome lrom Ede

Counfy r$id;nb, thgsa igst onB elmn0y pry onc{undld pefomt (1qn5) ol hs Fopeny
taxee LnO pgrsonel p;opedy bxo! ln ho fuurily. fftuA t|13 3gl€s tax wlll sttcc€€d in

shilting a podion ol Ul3 hr( hrd.n b non'Il.kbntl.

I certainly hope srd tt$ crohndon decn up rome ol your grstions about to(
rebrm. Pbasa Ue assurcO that I wlll uoft to 6ntuo thd gly E( I€bm etbltB are not

further assisE rcs on this or any other issuehrge tax increasos in clsguise. ll I can be ol
in the ftJhrre, please & not hesitate to contrt offico.

4s

J. Scrinpnti
Stae Representative
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puure of pepre sentatitres
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

March 15, 1994

Mr. Daniel P. Reese

North East, PA taffE-t423

Dear Mr. Reese - ffW 1

Thank you for contacting me to express your views in support of a
graauai-a iniome tax to reprace the curient property tax ald to inquire about
[rr" eligibility requiremenls for receiving benefits from the state lottery.

As you may know, the House of Representatives recently debated the issue
of Local Tax Re?orm and passed House BilI 2202. Thj,E bill provides for a
,fshift,,away from the prim"ry reliance upon property tax to more of a reliance
upon either a t"r"orr.I-incom6 tax (PrT) or a sales tax. counties are given
the option of whether or not they wish to come under this new tax reform

-

IegiEiaffin; if not, counties mat continue to operate under current law (Act
511).

f Erm in f uI l agreement with you about the need to create a greater
degree of tax "fairn6ss" by providing local_ government the option _of- shifting
to an income tax. property ownere aie eimply carrying too much of the local
tax burden under our current tax lawg.

you have also inquired about when you will benefit from our state
Iottery. In response to this guestion, I contacted the State Lottery
commisiion to oblain the eligibility regrrirements for senior citizens to
benefit from the lottery. They provided the enclosed information which
details the "Lottery-funaed geneiit Programs" and also includes a

"pennsylvania Lottery Economic and geneiit rmpact Report" for the L992/93
fiscal year.

The firet report explains how the state lottery has benefitted certain
state programs for senior citizens and indicates which Programs in particular
are afiected. The second report explains how the state lottery haE
economicalty impacted countiEs in the state. A copy of each of theee reports
is encloeed for your review and information.

If I can be of any further assistance,
my office.

ase do not hesitate to contact

Sirrc e Yr

Yrt^*
J. Scrimenti

Representat iveState



D

THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI. 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 72s-8664

202 NOHTH CENTER STREET
CCRRY PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814) 664-9126

258, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARBISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.2O2O

PHONE: 1717) 787'9475

COMMITTEES

AGING AND YOUTH

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGING

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

tr pw*e uf $epre swtativts
COMMONWEALTH OT PE NNSYLVANIA

"tx1'ffiYT8,'

Mr. Larry A. Chace
Chace Farm

North East, PA 16428-3241

Dear Mr. Chace:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding House Bill 2450, which would authorize a

"homestead" and o'farmstead" property tax exemption. Your thoughts are welcomed and valued.

I hope you will continue to contact me with your insights.

Pennsylvania is built upon and strengthened by the many confributions provided to us by our
farmers. The General Assembly must support measures that enable Pennsylvania farms to endure

and prosper.

Please be assured that I will take your thoughts into account when and if House Bill2450 or
any other legislation regarding a "farmstead" property tax exemption is considered by the House.

If you have questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerolyr.,
t\-' t,, '

I r,nYb:,r,,*t*
Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

ldje

@ ,eocua caecr

tr

House Bill 2450 defines "farmstead" as all buildings/structures on a farm, not less than ten

contiguous acres, which is the primary residence of the property owner(s). The bill would also

appropriate $6 million to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development
for the purpose of making one time transition grants to counties for the costs of implonenting this
act. House Bill2450 was referred to the House Finance Committee on March 18, 1998. The bill
must be reported out of committee before any legislative action is initiated by the House.
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Woo*D nf Wftnwnlutibw
COI\IMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAI{IA

TIARRISBURG

April 8,2OO2

Ms. Dainia Adams

Waterford, PA 16441

Dear Ms. Adams:

Thank you for your regarding to your concerns with increasin$ properqy taxes.
It is al*ays a pleasure to be informed about lssues that are of chJef importance
to the residents of my area.

As you are probably aware, increasing property taces is an lssue tl:at has been
at ifre center of much discusslon and debate. I belteve tl1at while it is
imperative that schools receive the funding they need, it is also essentlal that
hard-earned tax dollars are put back lnto the pockets of taxpayers like yourself.

In response to this issue, the General Assembly has introduced numerous
pieces of legislation that would reduce or elimlnate school property tares. One
Uitt in partitular, House Bill 418, would prohlbit the lncrease of real property
tanes by school districts. This bill would require school distrtcts to reduce the
base year amount of its taxes by one-third by the end of the current fiscal year
and by two-thirds at the end of next year's flscal year.

At ttris writing, House Bill 418 is in the House Finance Commtttee where it is
undergotng rnoamcation and review. While I am not a member of the House
Finance Committee, I will certainly keep your vlews in mind when, and if thls
bill comes to the floor of the House of Representatives for a vote. Please be

advised that I will continue to work wlth my fellow colleagues to bring about a
decrease in property tares for hard working taxpayers throughout the
Commonwealth.

Again, thank you for apprising me of your concerns on this issue. If I may be of
any further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Hm
State Representative

@ enrr.rreo oN RECYcLED PAPER
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J. Scrimenti
State Representative
4th Legislative District
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PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE
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Wn*D nl $"eprcswtutibw
COMMONWEALTH OF' PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG
July 1 1,2002

Mike and Candice Kirik

Union City, PA 16438

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Kirik:

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt thanks for your effons to complete my
legislative survey concerning property taxes. I appreciate the time taken to share your concerns

and include me in your thoughts. Your opinions and guidance will certainly prove invaluable as I
join my colleagues to debate the issues affecting the lives of Pennsylvania residents.

As I hope you know, it is truly an honor for me to serve the residents of the 4th Legislative
District as a member of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. I take this responsibility
very seriously and look to my constituents to share their thoughts and concerns with me. Only
through this dialogue and exchange of ideas can I serve your needs and make informed decisions

on the issues that impact you and your families. To that end, I am pleased that you responded to

my recent survey concerning property taxes. As a state legislator, I recognize the need to fight
for meaningful tax reform to help those on fixed incomes. Meanwhile, I also recognize the need

to ensure our schools are adequately funded and equipped with the resources needed to provide a

quality education for our young people.

In reference to your thoughts on ultimately eliminating property taxes for seniors, I firmly believe
it is a matter of sound public policy to provide seniors with much needed tax relief that would
enable seniors to remain in peaceable possession of their homes, in addition to relieving their
economic burden. As such, please be assured that I will remain mindful of your comments as I
join my colleagues in efforts to advance proposals aimed at addressing the problem of rising
property taxes in Pennsylvania.

Again, I thank you for the time you have taken to complete my recent survey. By responding,
you are lending your voice and support to a critical issue that touches the lives of all
Pennsylvanians. As always, I appreciate hearing your views and welcome your continued input
as my colleagues and I continue to debate this important issue. If I can provide any future
assistance to you or your family, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

@ en,*reooN REcYCLEDPAPER

il
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

October 9, 2002

F{,c,r",\*A dcc> tnt

Mr. Clarence Stockton

Wattsburg, PA 16442

p€ o€ S'g€'-' rol ISf oe-

Dear Mr. Stoeklon:

Thank you for taking the time to contact me and share your concerns and thoughts regarding
issues important to you. As Democratic Chairman of the Subcommittee on Care and Services for
the House Aging and OlderAdult Services Committee, I appreciate and share your interest in
seniors' health care.

As you may know and as proven by *y record of service, ensuring a high quality of life for
Pennsylvania seniors is one of my top priorities. I recognizethe contribution seniors have made

to the strength of our Commonwealth and to the vitality of our communities. Because I believe

that the current health care system often leaves behind those who need help the most, I will
continue to work for a more effective and efficient health care delivery system.

In an effort to help older Pennsylvanians, I joined my colleagues in the current legislative session

to aid seniors in affording prescription drugs. Specifically, I co-sponsored an amendment to the

Tobacco Settlement Act allowing for a portion of the settlement funds to be allocated to the

Pharrnaceutical Assistance Contract to the Elderly (PACE) program. This act provided an

important eligibility adjustment allowing for temporary re-effolIment, until December 31, 2002,
of those who were bumped from PACE beginning December 31, 2000 due to social security
adjustments for cost of living. In addition, I support newly introduced legislation that will enable

seniors expecting a social security cost of living increase through 2003 to continue to benefit
from the PACE program.

In regards to your thoughts on the need for property tax reform, I agree wholeheartedly with you
about this. In particular, Florida's Homestead Act, which provides for a $25,000.00 property tax
exemption from a property's assessed value for purposes of real estate taxation, is certainly an

idea worth considering for Pennsylvania. Indeed, every Florida resident is also entitled to have
his interest in his homestead exempt from forced sale for the collection of money judgments.
This is why I signed the petition that called for a special legislative session to address the problem
of skyrocketing property taxes across the Commonwealth. This special session is designed to
focus solely on providing property tax relief for every homeowner. The session officially began
on September 4,2002 and is scheduled to continue through November 30,2002. I am hopeful
that we will be able to make meaningful, effective and fair changes to our tax structure so that our
elderly citizens and all Pennsylvanians will benefit.

@ entr.rreo oN RECvcLED pApER



Clarence Stocklon
Page 2
October 9,2002

You have also expressed your opposition to Senate Bill I 158, which would exclude elk kept in
livestock operations from the definition of game animals, thereby effectively eliminatrng
Pennsylvania Game Commission oversight of captive elk farming, and placing it under the
Pennsylvania Agriculture Department. I appreciate your serious concerns about this legislation,
and about the devastating effect that Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) could have upon our deer
and elk herds, as well as upon our livestock, if it were to be spread into Pennsylvania.
Fortunately, although the threat of CWD is growing, there have been no confirmed or suspected
cases of CWD in Pennsylvania's wild or captive deer or elk herds. Further, with Pennsylvania
having recently banned the importation of live deer and elk, the Game Commission is being
proactive in its attempts to prevent CWD from spreading to the Commonwealth. Please know
that I will be sure to keep your views in mind should Senate Bill 1158 be brought before the full
House of Representatives for debate and voting.

Again, I thank you for contacting my office and includirg me in your thoughts. I will certainly
share your concerns with my colleagues in Harrisburg. In the meantime, if I may be of further
assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

a
a

J

State Representative
4m Legislative District
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Woo*D nf $eprexwlatibw

July 7, 2OO3

C OMMONWEALTH O F PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

Dean Warnken

Erie, PA 16510-4745

Dear Mr. Warnken:

I am writing in response to your letter regarding the Commonwealth Caucus'Tax Reform Plan.
As you may know, I have been a strong supporter of property ta:r reform for many years.
Although we have not been able to agree upon a plan that would provide meaningful reform, to
date, I am optimistic that the will exists in the General Assembly to forge an effective solution
to this complex problem.

The Commonwealth Caucus'recent proposal is found in House Bill 25, known as the Real
Property Tax Elimination Act. This legislation is well intended in that it seeks to provide the
tool for ensuring our school districts are equitably and efficiently funded with a measure of
accountability. As you know, the plan decreases the rate of the state sales tar from six percent
to four percent while repealing exemptions for food and clothing. School property taces would
be eliminated over two to three years, and local nuisance tares used for school funding would
also be eliminated.

Proponents of House Bill 25 point out that a four percent sales ta:r on all goods, including food
and clothing, would generate $tS.+ billion, whereas the current six percent sales tax, including
exemptions for food, clothing and a host of other items, has raised only $7 Uiltion. They also
believe the plan would make Pennsylvania more competitive with neighboring states, many of
whom ta:< retail transactions, including the purchase of food and clothing, at a rate much
higher than four percent on average. However, others are concerned that House Bill 25 would
hit low income people the hardest, with the sales ta< already viewed as a regressive tax.
Additionally, some believe that relying on sales taxes to fund schools is too .i"ky, because
revenue is subject to economic forces. For example, decreased retail sales of big-ticket items in
bad economic times would result in a decrease in sales tax revenue.

Thank you for writing regarding this important issue. I assure you that I will continue to work
with my colleagues to examine all proposals and lind a solution that best fits the needs of the
residents of our Commonwealth. If I may be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to
contact my office.

:
State Representative
4th Legislative District
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TI|OMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA .I 6428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

202 NORTH CENTER STREET

coRRY PENNSYLVANTA 16407
PHONE: (814) 664-9126

258 EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17 12O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787-9475

COMMITTEES

AGING AND OLDER ADULT SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTUBE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

DEMOCRATIC VICE CHAIRMAN

Woo*D sl Srpruswtutifrw
COMMONW EALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

-:.- HARRISBURG

July 23, 2003

Mr. James M. Snyder
President
Snyder's Auto Parts
955 North Center Street
Corry, PA 16407

Dear Mr. Snyder:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Governor Rendell's Plan for a New Pennsylvania and its
Capital Stock and Franchise Tax component. As an avid supporter of small business and economic

development, I appreciate yotr professional insights on this important matter.

The prospect for a budget agreement with minor tax increases, important education reforms, and

lower property taxes appears more promising today than it did a few short days ago. Furthermore,

Pennsylv arla is slated to receive an extra $900 million in federal funds due to the sweeping tax cuts

recently enacted in Washington. That development has eased the strain on Perursylvania's budget,

thereby reducing the need to impose higher taxes.

Under the proposal now under discussion, local voters would be asked whether they want to increase

local earned income taxes in return for a reduction in local property taxes. School districts that adopt

such a tax shift would get $5 more in gaming revenue from Harrisburg for every $ I reduction in
property taxes. Of course, this scenario relies heavily on the enacfinent of an expanded "slots at

racetracks" bill, which many believe still faces an uphill battle. Moreover, it is unclear whether the

governor's original tax-reform plan will be completely discarded or if certain aspects of it will
remain in the final budget resolution.

In any event, please be certain that your urgent message will be remembered and respected as the

budget and other vital matters are at last debated and resolved before the General Assembly adjourns

for the srunmer. I will continue to do my best to protect the interests of the 4ft Legislative District
and our hard-working citizens. If I may be of fuither assistance with this or any other matter, please

do not hesitate to contact my office.

State
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