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June 5, 1995
Diana'Englund

Erie, PA 1651 1

Dear Ms. Englund:

House Bill 94O was considered by the House of Representatives'
Judiciary Committee on Febru ary 28th. From that committee the bill past to
the Appropriations Committee, where it is at this date. If it is reviewed and
approved in the Appropriations Committee and passes to the House of
Representatives for consideration by atl members, please know that your
comments will be remembered and respected.

Ms. Englund, I think you will agree that whenever anyone or any
political party attempts to legislate a view on morality, caution is needed.
However, illicit behavior's contribution to illegal acts must not be ignored
because of the controversy and debate caused by legislative action. I want to
assure you that I will abide by that belief when I am asked to vote upon House
Bill 940 or any other similar legislation.

Again, thank you for making your feelings known on this important
piece of legislation. I need to hear from you. As the issue develops, or any
others of interest to you, please feel free to continue our communication. It
was a pleasure to hear from you.

t!

t .J-,
Lr\la-l-.,

Scrimenti

8) ,"ry"t"d oroa

State Representative

o

I received and read your letter about Representative Durham's legislation
regarding nudity in public and similar bills. Your input was appreciated and
insightftrl. I can certainly understand your opposition to this controversial bi[.
As you c€rn imagine, the legislation has centered much debate and discussion.
Your letter and its comments are a welcome addition to that effort.
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November 28, 1995

Mr. William A. Landau
Prcsidcnt
l,akcport Distributors. Inc.
139 Wcst lEth Strcct
Erie. Pcnnsylvania 165 12

Dear Mr. Landau:

I want to exprcss my thanks for your recent correspondence regarding House Bill 881, the

legislation dcaling u'ith conrmunity'obsccnity standards. As an individual who would certainly be

pcrsonally allcctcd by thc passagc of this bill, I appreciate you sharing your concerns and insight.

Admittcdly. I do feel that some attention should be paid to thc frccdom of access to offensive

matcrials. In conccrn ovcr thc sprcad of offensil'c materials in our communitics. I bclicvc that thcre

should. to a ccrtain dcgrcc. bc somc control ovcr thc circulation and publication of various itcnr o[a
qucstionablc naturc. 81' maintaining sonlc control, thcreforc, stcps can bc takcn to prcvcnt obsccnc

matcrials fronr gctting into thc n'rong hands

In light of thcsc argunrcnts. howwcr, I must admit that I am troublcd by the scopc of Housc Bill
8tl l. I fear that b1' allou'ing all 67 Commonwealth countics to adopt diffcrcnt obsccnity standards. this
lcgislation could so'cralll' hanrpcr thc business community. Thc unduc strcss and confusion thcsc

scparate standards u'outd o'okc could surcly havc a ncgativc cffect on publishing companics. publication

distributors. advcrtiscrs. and rctail outlcts with busincss intcrcsts in diffcring countics. In addition. by

upgrading a violation of thc obsccnitl larr' from a nrisdcmcanor to a fclony. this lcgislation could providc

for so'crc pcrurltics for thosc unfoflunatc individuitls nho misintcrprct thc lau'.

Nccdlcss to sit!. thc dccision making proccss. on my bchalf. rcgarding this lcgislation will
involvc carcful considcration. Whilc on onc hand. I am worricd about thc pcn'asivcncss of obsccttc

nmtcrials in our conrnnuritics. I also share your conccrns about thc confusion crcatcd by this bill.

Again. I thank 1'ou for sharing your vieu's and insights on this scrtsitive issue. Plcasc bc assured

that I uill kccp .\our conlnrcnts and conccrns in mind should this lcgislation bc brought up for a vote. If I
nral bc of anr' lurrhcr assistartcc on this or any plcasc do not hcsitatc to contact my offrcc.

Si

T, Scrimcnti
State Representative

@ ,o"ua re",
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November 7 , 1995 tyoy

J tgog

Hon. Thomas J. Scrimenti
House Post Office
Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 1712A

Re: HB 881-Community Standard Legislation

Dear Tom:

As the wholesale distributor of Magazines, Books, and Newspapers servicing the
many counties of Northwestern Pennsylvania, I have been following with great
interest the path of HB 881. lt has been reported to me that HB 881 may be
considered for a vote on or around November 14, 1995.

My understanding is that this bill, if it passes, will allow Pennsylvania to adopt
]ocal rather than statewide community standards. lf this i$ so, than a jury in
roughly each county would be permitted to determine what constitutes obscenity.
The result is, that there could possibly be 62 standards across the
Commonwealth.

Passage of this bill would wreak havoc in the publishing and distribution
industry. lt would make it impossible to deal with so many potentially different
standards in our marketing area. The bill may certainly have a chilling effec't on
the distribution of even non-obscene materials around the state.

I

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS OF:
Magazines - Newspapers - Comics - Trading Cards - Books: Hardbacks, Paperbacks, Childrens



rY )

Passage of this bill certainly will restrict the availability of Constitutionally
protected materials. Periodical retailers in one community could be convicted of
obscenity for selling works that may be protected in the next town. Retailers
may remove non-obscene materials with sexual content rather than risk making
a mistake in judging local standards. !t is conceivable, that my suppliers may
decline to provide me with product that they feel may be challenged, if some of
the Northwestern Pennsylvania communities become very restrictive.

One result of the passage of HB 881 would probably be, that the ability of
Pennsylvanians to purchase magazines and books that should be readily
available, and Constitutionally protected, will be terribly impeded. Passage of
this bill will not only be a blow to freedom, but most certainly will have a
negative impact on the Pennsylvania economy.

I urge you to oppose HB 881. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerel

lliam A. Landau
President / C.O.O
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December 1, 2000

Marvin W. Tubbs

union city, PA 16438-1470

Dear Mr. Tubb ",- 
[lluv'ti tu' 

,

I would like to take this opporfunity to thank you for contacting my office regarding House

Bill 2324. As your state representative, one of my primary aims is to cultivate and solidiff
close lines of communications with our community so that I may more effectively fulfill my

duties.

As you may know, HB 2324 intends to protect the welfare of the Commonwealth's children.

The bill provides for the protection of children from obscene material, child pornography,

and otheiunsuitable material on the Internet in public schools and public libraries.

According to the bill, both public schools and public libraries must establish their own

Internet poli.i.r, following minimum state mandated guidelines, which guard young people

from .*pti.it sexual material on the World Wide Web. Nonetheless, the formation,

implementation, and enforcement of the Internet use policy lies with local school boards and

prrbti. libraries. The state plays only a supervisory role in establishing minimum standards to

be followed by public schools and libraries.

House BIll 2324 was passed by the House of Representatives November 14,2000 and was

referred to the Senate Education Committee Novemb er 21, 2000 where no fuither action took

place to advance the bill. It will be necessary for this bill to be reintroduced next session,

thereby beginning the legislative process all over.

Once again, I would like to thank you for writing to me. If you have any further questions or

corlments about this matter or any other, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG
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February 18, 1993

Mr. Don Smith

North Eagt, PA L6428

' Dear Mr. Smith:

I am writing in responEe to your recent expression over the State Board
of Education's proposed regulation revieiong. Specifically, I wigh to update
you on the Houee of Representativeg' recent action on the iesue of outcomeg
based education (oBE).

First, I think it is important to point out that the State Board has
alwaye held control over educational regulatory changea such as this one. The
publlc School Code reguires that the State Board eubmit master plans for baeic
and higher education every five yearE.- In compliance with this mandate,
theiefore, the Board'g bylaws require it to review all of its regulations
every four years. This particular review proceee (began in 1989 on Chapters
31 5, and 5) was undertaken aB a matter of courEe, the four year period for
those chapters having expired. Three years later, having met with school
officials, educators, parents, and other generally concerned parties on myriad
occaeions, the Board arrived at the threshold of a major reform of public
education. Any new changes would accordingly be reviewed every four years to
evaluate their effectiveneas after implementation.

AE I am sure you can imagine, I have received numerous letters and
telephone calls from conetituente who oppoee the concept of outcomes based
education; unfortunately, many of them have simply expressed phllosophical
opposition, with little or no understandlng of the current eystem...or of the
effect the changes would actually have on etudentE in Pennsylvania. Pleage be
assured that f have had extensive contact with the State Board of Education
over the paet year. I have also had numeroue opportunities to review
testimony, study research, and diecuss the successes enjoyed by schools
already operating under a eyetem of outcomeE based education. Hearings have
been held in Harrisburg and throughout the Commonwealth, providing venueE for
citizene to become better informed about those iEsues which concern them. I
am confident that the voteE I caet on OBE have resulted from a well-informed
understanding of the overall ieEue.

Some people have expreeaed the belief that outcomeg baaed education is
rrtoo controvereial". I would like to point out that outcomes based education
was never intended to remove important fundamental skills from the curriculum.
Rather, it would provide flexibility to educators who may wish to uEe more
creative methodg of teaching thoee vital eubJect areas. Students would still
have to show their teachers that they have learned guch important skills as
reading, writing and arithmetic. To enaure preparedneEs for the increasing
challenges of life in the 21st century, they wi1,l aIEo need to develop more
broad based knowledge. Thig, in my opinion, ie the ultimate goal of outcomeg
based education.



!{r. Don Smith
February 18r 1993
PagE 2

Last November, Governor Caeey requested a delay until January 1993 for
the final vote by the State Board for irnplementation of outcomeg baged
education. On January !4r 1993, the Board adopted the meaEure with Eome

revisione. On Februaiy 8, the HouEe of Repreeentatives held congiderable
debate on oBE. As you may have learned, the ieEue.hra6 brought to^the- f loor by
Representative non eamtrte, who introduced an amendment to Houge Bill L29
(dla1ing with special education funding). fhl? amendment declared the
regulations appioved on January 14 null an void, and prohibited the State
goird of naucilion from promulgating goale or outcomeE which deal with valuee,
morals t ot other af f ective or nonacidemic sub jects. t'Af fective sub jectsrr are
thoEe which deal with emotions, feelinge, moods, opiniong, or gentimentE.
Representative Gamble'g amendment passed by a vote of 139-61.

As you may have heard, I opposed the Gamble amendment. While I
, recogn Lze'that lnis move may appear to have gone againet the wishes of my

constituency, r must reasseit Lhe overriding need to reform Penleylvaniarg
education slstem. I believe this need aupersedes politics; f simply could
not, in gooi conscience, vote to completely negate an entire system of reform
because of a few (four) eeneitive points.

Toward this end, then; I was pleaeed to support an amendment offered by
Representative Mike Veon. The Veon amendment would not have rejFcted.the
coircept of goal oriented, outcomeg baeed, education reform. Rather, it would
have Etatut5rily rejected those Balne controvergial "affectiven partg of the
student learnin! oufcomes adopted by the State Board in January. The deletion
of these four sections would not prove harmful to the central purpoEe of
academic achievement by all gtudentg. By supporting the Veon amendment, I
voted to leave the reform proceea intact. I voted for moderate, comPromise
position which I believe makeg Eenoe. Like moet comPromiees, it cannot
satisfy the moEt intenge advocates on either side. It does, however, address
the most vehement objections that have been raieed, while allowing uE to
proceed with much needed reform in the education eystem that our children' g

future reguires.

Representative Veon'E amendment failed to PaEB the Houee of
Representativee (74-L251. I am extremeJ.y dieappointed that othere have not
yel looked at the education reform for its true purPoEe. Ingtead, too many
eennsylvanians ( legislatore included) remain caught up in the sensationaLized
misinformation being diepelled by a few very narrowly minded individualE.

Outcomes based education was deaigned to try to addreeE the very
different world our students find themselveE in today. True, it represente
change, but that change is in reEponBe to an ever changing Eocial climate. To
ignoie our movement toward the 21et century would be to do a great disservice
to those who will inherit that century.

Ag the OBE debate continues in the Senate, I remain hopeful that thoge
who continue to oppose reform will one day look beyond their blinders and
personal biaseE and Bee the big picture. That picture ie a mosaic of our
youth; it ig a canvaE painted in broad strokes and minute deta iI. rt
represents their neede, their hopes and dreams, their gimilarities AND their
differenceE. Mogt of all, it repreeents ir futureg. This is the reality.

erely

^"Jtt'\
Thomas J. crimenti

/)E

State esentative



THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814)72s-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNSYLVANIA 1 MO7

PHONE: (814)664-9126

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 96
258, EASTWING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7120.0028
PHONE: (7171787-%75

COMMITTEES

PITOFESSIONAL LICENSURE
AGING AND YOUTH
INSURANCE

FED EBAL.STATE REI.ATIONS

froure of pepre swtutivts
coMMo**iHt*?H"r#SYLVANIA

Auguat 23, 1993

Mr. Mark P. Bachman

Union City, PA 15438

Dear Mr. Bachman:

Thank you for your letter expressing your concernE about Outcomes Based
Education (oiB). r irarre reviewea Lfre moet current set of regulationg a?d feel
comfortable tnit they expressly attempt to improve education and academics,
without intruding up6n tire ro16 of the parent. In fact, the parent will have
more of an influence on what iE taught in echools than what our current system
allows. Any regulatione that had allowed the teaching or instruction of
alternative- lifestyles have been removed.

AE you may know, the regulations went into effect on July ?4, L?93,
after many reviiiong and recoimendations by the State Board of Education, the
General Assembly, Governor Casey and the tlouse and Senate Education
Cosunitteeg. I irare encloeed a Lopy of the regulatione aB printed in the July
24,1993,iEgueofthe@Bu11etin.Ihavegatheredinformationon
thestatueoftheregu1mostcurrentactionofthe
General Assemb1y. rfrie may be of Eome help to you in understanding the
changes that echools will encounter in the upcoming yearE.

The underlying focuE for the Outcomes Based Education regulations is to
reform education so that it ie adaptable to the changee ln our eoctety. _ The
regulatione are expected to preparE our young people to compete nationally and
in€ernationally wfrile incorporaling local control, parental involvement and
community invoivement into our schools. Educators and parents would be able
to decidi the specific curriculum will no longer be baeed on the amount of
time a etudente spends in a particular class, but rather on abllities
developed studente at the students own Pace.

The State Board of Education is required to submit revisionary plane for
baeic and higher education every five years. Thoee echools that are in the
reguired time period to change their goals are preparing to irnplement OBE.

fh6se gchools wiff be uged ai models for other schoole in Pennsylvania to
foll,ow when they begin to implement OBE. Congultants from the State
Department of gducaiion will agsist in their efforts and eventually other
school districtg will start to develop strateglc plans.

The Attorney General approved the current OBE propoeal (dated Aprtl L4,
1993) on JuIy Lr lgg3, after-ieviewing the regulations for form and legality.
The iennsylvlnia Legislature'e final action on the_regulationg occurred on
June 23r 1gg3, when an amendment to House Bill 1706' Propoggd by
Representative GambLe, had passed the House. This billr which ig now in the
Senate Education Committ€er attempte to keep the current regulationg in place
for each school digtrict, unless that dlstrict's school boarde adopt a
resolution stating that they wish to switch oBE. Phase I of the ewitch has
begun, though, an6 the strategtc planning proceoE hae been initiated in the
piiot-schools throughout penneylvania. AE noted above, the regulatione became
iffective in Pennsylvania upon publication in the July 24r 1993, iasue of the
Penneylvania Bulletin.

n

u
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A concern of many with these new regulations has been the teaching of
valuee in schoolg. When the State Board of Education unanimously approved
revised OBE goala on April L4,1993, the section entttl,ed "Undergtanding and
Appreciating Othergrr wis removed. With this, public gchools will only be able
to-test etudents on academic gkille that can be obJectively meagured.
According to section 5.202, particular attitudes, values, 9r beliefs are not
required-for students to achieve the outcomeg. The academic outcomeE are
ou€lined in section 5.202 of the Rules and Regulations and faII under nine
categories including communications, mathematics, science and technology,
enviionment and ecology, citizenehip, arts and humanitiee, career education
and work, wellnegs and fitness and home economicg.

Existing in the regulation is a listing of common core goals estrblighed
by the State Board, which attempt to impress upol parents and studentg the
n6ed to realize the importance of continuing to Learn throughout life. Thege
incLuded: self worthi information and thinking skille; Iearning independently
and collaboratively; adaptability to change; ethical judgement; and honesty,
reEponsibility and tolerance. Theee a{e lot Part of the state assesgment
syalem, but ale to be used aE a part of what tE considered to be a quality
education.

The Ruleg and Regulationg provide guidelines for the "curriculum and
instruction" in elementdty, middle and secondary education, which include
sections that all,ow the school district (with parental input) to modify these
according to the students' needg.

There are additional sections which provide guidelines for language,
phyeical education, vocational-technical education and special education. The
iegulations provide an explanation on HIV/Aids ingtruction, which stresseE
avoidance of- drug uEe and abstinence. The regulations involve parenta and
call for the determination of what instruction is aPpropriate depending on the
age of studentg.

The changes to Chapter 5 include the need for a strategic plal !Y each
gchool districi. Along witfr this, the regulations liet lrayE of individual
gtudent achievement of OBE that can be incorporated in to the plans determined
by the individual gchool dietrict. Thege include, courEe completion,
aEsessment, independent study and such thinge as community eervice,
educational travel and Eummer employment. Higher education courEes are looked
at as a potential way of helping studente to achieve their goals.

The purpose of State aseesgment and individual school district
aEBeasment- is- outlined. The aggesEments will be used to furnish the General
Assembly, aE well aE the general public, with the achievements of the various
school districts and the EucceEEeE of the implementation of the outcomes. The
aggegement systems will be uged to improve curriculum and instructional
practices and to better the etrategic plans of the future. The state
isEeEsment system (executed by the Department of Education) requires
evaluationg in a number of categories in the Echoolg and requires that the
results be eubmitted the State Board of Education.



Mr. Mark P. Bachman
August 23, 1993
Page 3

The Rules and Regulations put out by the State Board of Education algo
identify reguired courEeE and provide an implementation schedule, which
includei the times requirementg by year for the strategic plan.

The Outcomes Based Education Regulations are subject to change if the
Legislature and Executive Branch agree to this. The eyatem allows for this in
thit the evaluations are eet up Eo that regults muEt be submitted to the
General Assembly as well aE the public. The State Board of Education, the
General Assembly, and the people of Pennaylvania wlll be involved in
determining any changes that need to be made in order to better our
educational eystem.

I am aware of the hesitation that many people feel aE OBE enters into
our echools. Fortunately, parents will be able to contribute more into the
education of their children. It is my hope that thie will add to the future
EucceEs of students and the work force that awaits them. ff I can be of
additional aEsistance with this or any other isgue please do not hegitate to
calL.

Sincerely,

Thomag J. Scrimenti
State Representative

/rs
enclosure
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April 13, t994

Mr. Tom Yadeski

Erie, PA 15510

Dear Mr. Yadeski:

Thank you for your recent inguiry regarding Outcome Based Education and the
Governor'e Health Care plan. The Governor's Health Care plan does not deal with
I'rationing, " but with what is termed "managed competition. " The I'managed

competition" concept seeks to combine centralized cost-containment and quality
assurance with market competition and consumer choice. Under the ProPosed p1an,
every pennsylvanian would be guaranteed a basic package of health care services.
Theee serviceg would be delivered through managed care networks that would
compete to offer the basic package of services within prescribed regions of the
gtate.

In response to your guestions regarding OBE, the State Board of Education
is reguired to submit revisionary plans for basic and secondary education every
five years. Thoge schools that are in the required time period to change their
goals are preparing to implement OBE. These schools witl be used as models for
other schools in Pennsylvania to follow when they begin to implement OBE.

The Attorney General approved the current OBE proposal (dated April 14,
1993) on July 1, 1993. The Pennsylvania Legislature'E final action on the
regulations occurred on June 23r 1993 when an amendment to House Bill 1706l
proposed by Repreeentative Gamble, had passed the Houee. This biII, which is
now in the Senate Education Committee, attempts to keep the current regulatione
in place for each gchool district, unless the school board adopts a resolution
stating that they wish to Ewitch to OBE. On JuIy 24,1993, implementation of
the OBE regulations began, and the strategic ptanning Process was initiated in
the pilot schoole in Pennsylvania.

In addition to House Bill L7O6, Senator Fisher introduced Senate Bill 1094,
which enables a school district to choose the OBE regulations or to continue
with the curriculum that had been in place. This bill is currently in the
Senate Education Committee. I have enclosed a copy of the new regulatione,
along with a copy of House Bill L7O6. Should you have any additional questions
regarding OBE or the Governor'g Health Care Proposal, please do not hesitate to
contact my office.

*1
L) l,

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
4th District

TJS: cm
Enclosureg.
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November 8, 1996

Nathan M. Foote

Mount Dora, FL 32757-3470

Dear Mr. Foote:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for sending me your letter

concerning the problems of water in ther troposphere and the creation of nitric acid.

Your concerns regarding the depletion of the ozone and pursuit of probable

causes is admirable. It is not often a person of such diligence is found. I was very

impressed that you forwarded correspondence to such institutions as the Carter

Administration and Senator Bradley; and I appreciate your thoughtfulness of including

me in your mailings.

I agree that ozone depletion, as well as all environmental issues, are serious

problems. The research which addresses the origins of and solutions to the environmental

questions needs to be completed through cooperation of both industrial and developing

nations. Blaming the developing nations for the problems is not the solution. The past is

the past, but now is when we need to address the desecration of the earth in order for the

children of the future to be assured a healthy life. It is my hope, as I am sure it is yours,

that we preserve our earth as it looks now and protect it from disastrous climatic changes.

Please be assured that as a Representative for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvanta,I will support efforts to protect the environment. If I can be of assistance,

please do not hesitate to contact my office.
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Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
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SCOTT CASPER, DIRECTOR
620 MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 20.2250

MAILINGADDRESS:

MAIN CAPITOLBUILDING
HOUSE BOX202250
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17 120.2250
(717) 787-9s16
(717) 783-1s88

TO

poaw of pepre sr.lntutittts
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

April 25, 1995

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: House Bill 1166

Representative Thomas Scrimenti
25E. East Wing

FROM: Sharon DePalma, Research
Legislative Research Offi ce

As requested, enclosed is a re-drafted letter to Dr. William Kline, an

optometrist, iegarding House Bill 1 166. The dr{t included the very recent

information thai publil hearings have been scheduled for July 18th and 19th in

Southeastern PennsYlvania.

As you may know, this is an extremety volatile issue for both Republicans

and Democrats alike. Lobbying for each camp of the optometrists and the

ophthalmologists is extremely fierce. According to Barbara Harr, Executive

Director of tlre Democratic Professional Licensure Committee, Representative

Ryan is sympathetic toward physicians and the ophthalmologists.

Rlpresentative piccola is the prime sponsor and Representative Veon is the first

co-sponsor.

Since you are not a co-sponsor of House Bill 1166, but a member of the
professional Licensure Committee, I authored a letter which is neutral on

position and generous on information'

I hope this draft and background Information proves useful. lf I may be of

further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

enclosure

8) ,ecycted papc,
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

- 9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 18428

PHONE: (81'l) 725-860.1

9 WEST WASHIT.IGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNS\tVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814) 884-9126

tr HOUSE PosT oFFIcE Box 9s
258, EASTWT.IG

HAFRISBU RG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.OO28
PHONE: (717)787-Y73

COMMIfiEES

PROFESSIONAL UCENSURE
AGING ANO YOUTH
INSURANCE

FEDERAL.STATE RETATIONS

puure of $epre swtutitres
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

April 28, 1995

Dr. William R. Kline

Union City, PA 16438

Dear Dr. Kline: -
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Thoriras Scnmenti

l'
[,,

)\

Thank you very much for alerting me of your position regarding House Bill 1166.

lam pleased to inform you that House Bill 1166 will be the subject of two

legislative pr'Otic hearings to be hosted by House Professional Licensure Committee

this summer. The tenlative schedule is for July 18th and 19th in Southeastern

Pennsylvania.

ln years past, the chairman of that committee was adamantty opposed to

granting optometiittr the right to dispense any medical treatment A n9w chair now sits

at the helm and, therefore, a new course may indeed be charted for House Bill 1166.

Clearly, the fact that public hearings have been tentatively scheduled certainly verifies

that aisumption. Since I am a member of the Professional Licensure Committee, you

may be sure that I will give atl discussions on this bill my thorough review and

consideration.

Again, thank you for alerting me of your position on this important piece of

legislation. lf I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely YPurs

State Representative

TS/sd
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9 WEST MAIN STREET
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9 WEST WASHIIIGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNSYLVANIA I 6407

PHONE: (814) 0&l-9126

n HousE Posr oFFrcE Box e6
258, EASTWNG

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA I 71 2O-O@8
PHONE: 17171787-*73
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AGING AND YOUTH
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FEDERAL.STATE REI.ATIONS

tr

puure of pepre sentatives
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

May 12, 1995

Mr. Joseph Trzybinski
Director
Erie County Department of Hedth
606 West Second Street
Erie, PA 16507

Dear Mr. Trzybinski:

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding House Bill 1045. I certainly
understand your concern about this critical issue and hope that you will continue to contact

me with your ideas and opinions.

S . f:[B 1045 would allow local health to and

enforce the Act 394 of 1937). I certainly understand

the to bring this law into conformity with many of the more recent environmentd laws.

This is especially true when other water quality programs, such as the Locd Health
Administration Law, are already enforced at the local level.

As you may know, House Bill 1045 was introduced on March 6, 1995 and was

subsequently referred to the House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee for
review. Atthough this legislation has not yet been scheduled for review, I will certainly
keep your concerns in mind should tIB 1045 or any similar proposal come before the entire

House for final debate and consideration.

Thank you again for your letter. If I can be of any further assistance on this or other
issues in the future, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

[,^^ ,AL
Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

TJS:kf
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Judith M. Lynch
County Executive

Joseph Trzybinski
Director

COUNTY OF ERIE

Department of Health

606 West Second Street
Erie, Pennsylvonio i6507

8r4 / 45r -6700
Fox:814 / 451-5767

ERIE COUNry BOARD OF HEALTH
Slonley J. Zogorski
Vincent L. Jenco, D.O,
Howord A. Nodworny, M.D.
Geroldine D, Zurn' Bonito K. Booker

April 25, 1995

The Honorable Thomas Scrimenti
State Representative - 4th District
Box 96
Main Capitol Bldg., 25 E. Wing
Harrisburg PA 17 120-A028

Dear Representative Scrimenti :

I am asking you to support House Bill 1045, which amends the Act of June 22, 1937,
known as the Clean Streams Law of Pennsylvania (CSL) The Erie County Department of Health
has been actively implementing the provisions of the CSL since our Department was formed, but
our enforcement activities have been tenuous because there has never been a specific provision in
the law authorizing these activities.

Many ofthe more recently enacted environmental laws include specific provisions for local
health department participation and implementation, such as The Safe Drinking Water Act, The
Food Act, The Agricultural Code, The Sewage Facilities Act and others. This proposed
amendment will bring the 1937 CSL into conformity with language in more recent legislation.

We have consistently exceeded the minimum water quality program activities mandated by
the Local Health Administration Law, and our activities frequently result in enforcement actions
and substantial penalties being collected by the Department of Environmental Resources (DER).
Our field staff is trained to competently administer the provisions of The Clean Streams Law and
has immediate access to legal support.

Since water quality is an integral part of our environmental program, the proposed
amendment will reduce our unnecessary reliance on DER for program support, legitimize our
enforcement posture and equitably fund our program. This amendment will also improve our
ability to react to spills, illegal discharges and emergencies and allow DER to redirect its
manpower and resources to areas not under local health department jurisdiction.

Publlc Heolth ls on Orgonized Communlty Effort Aimed ol Prevenllng Dlseose,

Prolonging Llfe, ond lmprovlng Emolionol ond Physicol Efficiency.
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As you can see, this amendment to the Clean Streams Law is obviously long overdue and,

again, I urge you to give it your complete support. Please feel free to contact me if you need any
further information on the importance of this bill to local health departments such as ours.

Sincerely,

0"
Jo Trzybinski,
Director

JT/sfa

cc Joseph Vogel, Erie Co. Health Dept.
Ronald Chleboski, Allegheny Co. Health Dept.
Lee Thomas, Bucks Co. Health Dept.
David Jackson, Chester Co. Health Dept.
Robert Gage, Montgomery Co. Health Dept.
Randall Hirschorn, Philadelphia Dept. of Health


