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April 6, 1995

Richard Barzeski
t

North East, PA L6428

Dear Mr, Barzeski:

I read your letter about the Fish Commission. I appreciate you telling
me of your peiceptions of the service provided by that organization and of their
ptalnea fee increases. Your comments were interesting and your fmstration is
understood.

Your call for budgetary restraint by the Fish Commission is right on the

mark. I agree that before any automatic increases are initiated all cuts and all
due fiscal reorganization must be first accomplished.

I want to assure you that I will view any such plan submitted by the Fish

Commission with much skepticism. Your comments will be remembered and

respected throughout my deliberations on such a proposal.

I hope I can rely on you to continue to provide insight into the practices
of our state's Game and Fish Commissions. In your comments you mention
occurrences of harassment and the display of an improper attitude by officials.
please keep me informed of any specilic behavior that you believe to be

inappropriate or unfair. I would be happy to work with you toward any
conflict's resolution.

Again, and as always, thank you for making yourself heard on tJlis
important issue. I look forward to hearing from you again.

S,+" \-p.-6-
Tom Scrimenti
State Representative
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Pennsylvania Dental Association

The Pennsylvania Dental Association and its more than 6 | 4OO
members strongly supports fluoridation of public water supplies
and urges your support of House Bill 5O7.

Fluoridation of public water supplies time and again has been
proven to be a safe, economical and effective method of reducing
the incidence of dental caries in the general population. By
your favorable vote on HB 5O7, you can provide Pennsylvanians
with enhanced dental health.

S incerely,

George W. Brctt, D.D.S.
President

March 24, L9B9

The Honorable Thomas J. Scrimenti
PA House of Representatives
Harrisburg, PA L7LzO

Dear Representative Serimenti:
RE: House Bill 5O7

4{e{tr
George W.
Pres ident

cwB/ j ms

tt, D.D.s

H. WiII iam Gross , D. D. S . , Chairman
Partners for Better Oral Health

3501 North Front Street o P.O. Box 3341 o Harrisburg, PA 1 71 05 o (7 171 234-5941
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American
Dental
Association

211 East Chicago Avenue
Chicago, lllinois 60611 -2678
(3121 440-2500

DATE:

TO:

AD4\,JIq
fllot*'"
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March 29, 1989

Members of the
Commonwealth

Dr. Davi
Commun
Medica

dA
ity
1A

House of Representatives,
of Pennsylvania

. Whi ston, chai rman , Counc i I on
Hea1th, Hospital, It')stitutional and

ffairs, Arnerican Dental Association

FROM

SUBJECT: HOUSE Bill 507

For the past several years, the American Dental Association's
Council on Community HeaIth, Hospital, Institutional and
Ivtedical Affairs has followed the legislative effort to bring
the benefits of fluoridation to the four million Pennsylvanians
not currently served by fluoridated water supplies. As you are
aware, on i,larch 20 the Iiouse Local Government Committee votecj
to send House Bill 507 to the full House of Representatives for
considerat ion.

Since 1950 the American Dental Association has unreservedly
endorsed community water fluoridation as safe, effective ano
necessary in preventing tooth decay. It is widely vieweo as
the single most effective public health measure for the
prevention of tooth decay in people of al1 ages. Aoditionally,
water fluoridation is the rnost cost effective of all dental
disease prevention measures and is equally available to eaclt
mernber of the communitY.

Once again an opportunity exists for Pennsylvania to take a
national leadership role in health care policy by enacting this
legislation. Therefore, the American Dental Association urges
prompt and favorable action by Ehe House of tLepresenLatives
toward passage of House Bill 507.

DAW: lb
CC : Dr . George W. Brett, pre-qident, P€nnsylvania Dental

Associat ion

lapn 4 1eB9

Telex: 247842 (ADA/UR)
Telecopier: (31 2) 440-7 49 4
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PeNNsYLVANIA AFL-CIO AMERIGA WORKS BEST

wHEll WE SAY... @,230 State Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1138

Telephone: 717 -238-9351, FAX : 717 -238-8541

The cost of health care, including dental care, is
rapidly. Adoption of this regislation will make
benefits of this proven nutrient.

JULIUS UEHLEIN
President

ROBERT T, McINTYRE
fuecutiue Vice President

JUDITH HEH
Secretary:freosurer

March 3L, L989

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

Dear Representative:

I am writing to request your strong support for H.B. 5O7, the
fluoridation bill.

The time has come to enact this vital legislation.
Approxinately half of the water systems in the Commonwealth do
not regulate the amount of fluoride in the drinking water.
Properly regulated, fluoride in drinking water has a proven
record of reducing dental cavities by over 60Z. Numerous studies
by all reputable professional associations r Ers well as 3 o years
of experience for hundreds of millions of people, have
established no adverse side effects.

escalating
uniform the

Poor dental protection leads to a life of unnecessary pain and
expense.

Please lend your energies to this
health legislation.

very important piece of public

I would appreciate your opposing weakening amendments which woul-d
defer uniform implementation of a sound fluoridation policy.
Si cerel Y,

il-lh
lius Uehlein, President

ennsylvania AFL-CfO

JU/ gm
uFcw-7 2
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Stroudsburg, PA 18360
April 10,1989

Thomas J. Scri-menti
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
P.O. Box 96
Harrisburg, PA 17 L20-0028

Dear Representatlve:

Thls letter is ln opPosltlon to I1.8. 507 which Eandates the fLuoridation of water sup-
plies covering water systems ',rlth over 250 connectlons.
Fruoride ls not a purifier; but lt ls a p0LLUTANT. Fluorldatlon is the process by
which our water supply systems beco E the dumplng ground for the expensi.ve, danger-
ous and bothersome waste from the AmerLcan alumlnum industrles.
covernment ls not r{lse, nor does lt ttserve", when lt mandates fluoridation under the
guise of "bei.ng good for your teethrr. Fluor:idatlon is not a panacea!! Fluorlde and
fluoi:'.daticrn iruve caused serious health problems for countless lndlviduals throughout
the wor:ld whrcir have b"eg_4orrrgg!=9 by the rnternatlonal society for Fluorlde Research
s ince appr-ofiilfEI[-E37
htlat is considered the optlnum amount is not safe for every person; and youR responsi-
biltty is to be concerned about the OVERALL intake of fluoride--some rhing that is in-
possible to control due to the varied anounts of water ingested by children and adults,
the differences in age, the altitude, as well as, to the numerous sources of fluorlde
already exj.sting ln oners diet (foods and vLtamin suppl-lments) and the air pollutants
froin industry (which are much greater ln some. areas than others), as well as the fluoride
from toothpaste and mouthrrash. The total" daily dosage can add up to qulte a sum that
is irtpcssible to predetermlne. of what use are beautlful teeth if you have destroyed
the bod,',' in which they are contained in the process? i{lth fluorosls, even the teeth
can be d€. stroyed.
It is imposslble for those of us irho do not wish to use fl-uoridated r ater to e1lmlnateit from our water by bolllng, slnce the r ater evaporates and the fluoride condenses.
Considering the economic sttuation, the average famIly could not afford to buy bottled
waier to replace the fluoridated water. We ehoul"dn't have to! It has also been proven
thar the effect of ftuoride on those in a troubled economic situatlon ls uore detri-
mental than on those who ltave the food necessary to provlde good health and good teech.
The idea of provldlng fluorldatlon to beneflt the poor ls a false one.
As elected offlclats, your concern noust be for all people--not just fox those who sup-
Dort fluoridation- Th" o,1l.y a"enue rshlch :I1cus led1i,1Cua1 ch3ice ls th: cnc avaiLal,LE
thru the.tablet program--if there Ls one to be provld.ed. This already exlsts, aa you
must be aware, in many schools for those who wish their chlldren to be partlcipants.rt m.ust not be forced on anyone--the freedo, cf cholce nust be rnalntainld,
I have enclosed an article from LI'LUORIDE"--Ihe offlcial quarterly Journal of the Inter-
national Society for Fl,uoride Research--whl.ch descrlbes the results of the long-term
fluoridati.on in Australla. The research of this organizatioo assesses fluorld- objec-tively and recognizea the many sources of fluorlde, its unprealict lbll-ity and lts dan-gers' as well as lts possible beneflts to some under control-led usage. It works toward.
a greater understandlng of fluorlde.
r trust you will carefully assess your responsibility to everyone in rnaking your deci-
sion eoncerning H.B. 507. Thls decisLon, ia fairness to all, should be to v;te ',No',to fl uoridation.
Thank you for this conaideration.

Respecqfully, zl/&a,kazo /'4fu,:,4,2'Dolores L. Dec''kbr -
Past Chairperson
EASTERN PENNA. CITIZENS FOR PURE WATER

uI
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MEMORANDUM

To:

From:

Date

SUBJECT:

JUN 1 0 2004

Members of the House of Representatives

Representative Tom Scrimenti

June 9,2004

Proposed Legislation - Prohibiting Flying While Intoxicated

In the near future, I intend to introduce legislation that would make it illegal for individuals to operate, or
attempt to operate, an aircraft while intoxicated. Allowing individuals to fly or attempt to fly in this
impaired condition represents a significant threat to both their safety and the safety of others, yet
Pennsylvania is one of only three states in the nation whose laws are silent on the issue.

My proposal would establish a blood alcohol content limit of .04 percent for pilots. While stricter than
the .08 percent level used for drivers, it is the same standard imposed by Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) regulations. Unfortunately, while the FAA can penalize pilots who violate their regulations, they
lack the authority to initiate a criminal prosecution. As a result, this legislation is necessary in order to
give law enforcement officials in Pennsylvania the ability to penalize such behavior.

Specifically, my proposal amends Title 74 (Transportation) of Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes to add

Chapter 65, Flying While Impaired. In addition to complying with certain drug and alcohol treatment
requirements, further penalties would depend on the severity of the infraction. In particular, the
imprisonment and monetary fine listed in this measure are as follows:

$5000) if convicted of attempting to operate an aircraft;

$5000) if convicted of attempting to operate an aircraft and the individual refused testing;

$5000) if convicted of operating an aircraft;

$5000) if convicted of operating an aircraft and the individual refused testing.

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Dollicia White at 787-9475 or via email at

dwhite@pahouse.net.
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814)725-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
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March 7, 1994

The Honorable Carol Browner
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M. Street, SW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Ms. Browner:

I was recently contacted by one of my constituents, Mr, Hal D. Lilley, who is

concerned about th-e effects of the Clean Air Act's (CAA) low sulfur diesel luel regulations

which went into etfect on october 1, 1993. Please find Mr. Lilley's letter enclosed for your

perusal. Although Mr. Lilley and I support the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)

bttorts to protec[ our fragile natural resources, we do not believe that these rules should

place an undue, as well as unnecessary, burden on small business.

ln his letter, Mr. Lilley relates how the new low-sulfur fuel damaged his truck's fuel

inlector pump. ln addition, low-sulfur fuel does not provide the same lubrication as high-

sultur trbt, whicn witt result in increased engine wear and O'ring leakage' Thus, Mr. Lilley is

concerned that the low-sulfur luel will result in many costly, and possibly unnecessary'

vehicle repairs, not only lor him, but for many other farmers and small business persons'

Although I am not versed in the intricacies of the CAA, I firmly believe that the best

results are achieved when government and business work with, not against, each other' ln

this case, a simple solution, such as researching and developing an environmentally'friendly

lubricating tuet idditive, will probably satisfy all parties in this matter. I certainly hope that

the EPA, in conlunction with small businesses and the fuel industry, will investigate and

consider this poisibility so that we can attain a mutually beneficial solution.

Thank you in advance for Your time, effort and cooPeration.

rely

Thomas J. Scrimenti

/js
enc.

State Re ntative

,fu^s
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October 13, 1995
/)

Mr. Thomas C. Hoffinan
Chairman
Metropolitan Planning Organization
Erie County Court House
l40.West 6th Street
Erie, PA 16501

Dear Mr. Hoffinan

Thank you for your correspondence dated Segtember 22, 1995. The information

you sent regarding Erie County's Transportation Plan 1995, was very enlightening. The

collaborative efforts of the Erie County Department of Planning and KCI Technologies

should be commended for putting together a very user friendly, comprehensive plan for
our county. I personally found it to be useful in furthering my understanding of the mass

transit funding and the overall state of this crisis.

I especially noted your-supporf ofthe "5 and 5 in.95" alternative. A five cent

increase in state gasolinetar(fiom lLto 17 cents) and a five percentage point increase in

the oil Franchise Tax (about 4 ll? cents).to generate the necessary revenue is certainly

worth consideration.

' 
As your letter indicated there are many alternatives for increasing revenues which

have been outlined by the Transportation Advisory Committee. I believe a good

transportation system is vital to the mobility of all Pennsylvanians and the economic

vitality of the Commonwealth. The TAC reconrmends that an infrastructure investment

program be initiated and that an additional$726 million annually in state funding be

provided to address the goals identified by this Committee-

You should know that I will consider each alternative carefully and remain

committed to supporting legislation which seeks to create the much needed increase in

funding for mass transit.

1 fi0L

Sinlertlf,

it",,,,'y/{ rl.r.l +

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

8) ,cqcua papc,

o



ffi

@

ffi

ERIE

Thomas C. Hoffman
Chairman

Daoid K, Bossart
Vice Chairman

sEP 2 7 1995

AREA TRAilSPORTATIOT{ STUDY

September 22, 1995

Thomas J. Scrimenti
Repres entative
25P East Wing, Seat 96
Harrisburg, PA L7 120

RE Transportation'NEEDS' in Pennsylvania
that support Economic Development/Jobs

Dear Representative Scri-menti

It would be inconsistent for me as a member of Erie
County ' s Metropoiitan Planning Organi zaLion ( MPO ) to
advocate spending millions on Transportation construction
proj ects without being supportive of the need for additional
revenue for PennDOT to pay for them. I personally support
a 'Gas Tax' increase on the basis of being a 'users pay'
Motor License Fund (MLF) approach to meet our multimodal
transportation needs.

Erie County has adopted a 20 year /20L5 Long Range
Transportation Plan that inventories need for $ 52L million
in Transportation improvements. Fact Sheet excerpts are
aLtached.

Our priority proj ects are:
MilIion

$ 92.6l- . East Side Connector Missing Link,

2. Peach Street Corridor
Mitigation

Congestion /Clean Air
$ LO.7

f ol J-owed by a host of ' For Saf ety reasons ' pro j ects such as :

i . Southern Tier Expressway Rt. t7 , $ 77,A

2. Interstate I-90 and I-79 absorbs an inordinate
amount of Federal,/ State Transportation dol lars .

$ 195.0

^{rPO

M .P.O

I,or sluoy cooRottlttttG &

?

.,$'I PI

n"

annrng 0,

a aI NTERM ODAL TRANSPORTATION I NTERM ODAL TRAN SPO RTATION INTERMODAL TRANSPORTATION

EBIE C0Ul{TY C0URT H0USE. 140 WEST 6TH STREET. EBIE, PA 16591 o (814} 451-6336. FAX (814) 451-633'l



The case for more revenue was made by the State
Transportation Advisory Committee in December L994 report on
the future of Transportation in the Commonwealth. It's
bottom line called for $726 mil-Iion in additional state
funds .

I urould personally support the "5 and 5 in 95" approach
a five cent increase in state gasoline tax ( from L2 to 17
cents ) and a five percentage point increase in the oil
Franchise Tax (about 4 1/2 cents). The t5 and 5 approach
\,vou1d generate approximately $532 million in new revenue for
PennDOT. This $532 million should be proportionately
divided amongst the modes of transportation as tabulated by
the TAC Reportr copy enclosed.

For aIl the good reasons for keeping Pennsylvania
'business wise competitive' and in turn preserving/creating
jobs. I respectively ask your support/vote for a 'Gas Tax'
increas e .

S re1y,

Thomas C. Hoffman
541 West Gore Boulevard
Erie, PA 1 650 9-2329
( 814 ) 86 4-0131

As sociations :

Member and Chairman of the
Planning Organization (MPO)

Erie County Metropol-itan

Member of the Erie
( EMTA )

Metropolitan Transit Authority

Executive Director Emeritus of the Erie Conference on
Community Development and currently serving as
Transportation consultant for the Erie conference

\-/
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Qctober 16, 1995

Mr. Jerry Weinheimer

North East, PA 16428

Dear Mr. Weinheimer:
it̂ ,1

It was a pleasur. ,uiti,ri with you recently. Your areas of concern were the

availability of tax credits for interest paid on education loans and the possibilities of loan

forgiveness for health professionals serving in rural or other underserved areas of our

Commonwealth or country.

Support for tax credits fc,r interest paid on education loans does not appear to be

great, despite the heavy burden placed on parents and students alike when paying for
children's education. There are bills supporting tax credits for employers who educate

and train their already employed workers, or who create new jobs, and bills that would

create credits for health professionals who work as Emergency Medical Technicians or
paramedics, and others that want tu< credits for people who reclaim abandOned and

derelict properties. 
o

The notion behind tax credits is that they will encourage people to do something

that they might not do otherwise. Members of the House Finance and Education

Committees see tax credits for education loans as unlikely because such loans already are

made "attractive" by being offered at lower than normal interest rates.
. t: :.: rit,-'

The plight of a middle class in trying to educate its children withoufbankrupting
itself led to the I 992 enactment of federal legislation introduced by past Senator Harris

Wofiiord of Pennsylvania. That legislation permitted homeowners to omit the value of the

equity in their primary residence when applying for student aid. Recent and proposed

actions by Congress, however, tend to show that higher and professional education again

may become an option exercised only by the rich.

I have taken the liberty of requesting that material on Pennsylvania's loan

forgiveness program f-or health care professionals be sent to your home. In addition, the

National Health Service Corps, part of the Department of Health and Human Services'

,4-.t'

@ no"ua ooo,

/
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Mr. Jerry Weinheimer
October 16, 1995

Page Two

Bureau of Primary Health Care, maintains a toll free number that health care professionals

can use to have information sent to them. The Bureau's Loan Repayment Program can be

reached at l-800-221-9393. The staffat that number prefers that the principals

themselves make the contact as the materials they send out are specific to individual cases.

' I hope that this information proves useful to you. Please contact my office at any

time to discuss issues of interest to you.

Sincerel,V,

'-\.. l{ ,',1' '{ .' ,

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative

TJS/hfn

?

J*8''
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November 20, 1995

George Sloan

Erie, PA 16509

Dear Mr. Sloan:

Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding the Pennsylvania Fuel Ta,x. Pennsylvania

is currently ranked 9th in worst highways and l3th in worst bridges. Pennsylvania has

more roads than any other state in the nation, leaving our roads in the need of high

maintenance.

Keeping that in mind, Pennsylvania may very well need increased funding at some point
in the near future to maintain and improve its roads and bridges. The Governor also

placed a high Lmphasis on maintenance of our roads and bridges, for the 1995-96 State

Budget. Maintenance projects are intended to preserve the existing quality of roads and

bridges.

Our current gas tax is being utilized and allocated to continue preserving the current
system, reduce congestion and enhance mobility, and provide seamless integration of all
modes in a safe and environmentally sensitive manner.

Once again, I would like to thank you for writing to me. I hope this information was

helpful in answering your questions regarding the current gas ta><. Thank you for your
support. If you ever need help in this or any other matter, please feel free to contact me at

your convenience. 
[_i

Scrinrenti

TJS:lad

8) rec,yctcd papc,

State Representative

CI
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April 12, 1996

Steve Bishop, Editor
Corry Evening Journal
28 West South St.

Corry, PA 16407-1810

Dear Editor:

I'm responding to a column you wrote a few weeks ago about the proposed gas tax and the

p.orp.tt of a iour-lane highway from Corry to Erie. These issues have been the subject of other

columns and was the lead story in your April's Fools Day issue. While you jest about a four-lane

highway for Corry, I do not see it as a "pipe dream. "

I oppose the gas tax for many of the same reasons you do but, primarily, I agree that it will

benefit rural, northwestern Pennsylvania. Why should we pay more at the pump so that more-

monied regions can have better roads? As a case in point, Harrisburg traffic is snarled because of
numerous highway projects in and around our Capital.

Further, we can have our four-lane highway without an increase in the gas tax. A united front of
businesses, the media, local government and residents from Corry is key. We should participate

in the annual Transportation Commission hearings. We should inundate our hometown governor

and the secretary of Transportation with requests for our highway. We have a good chance of
getting what we want if we fight for it. Other communities have done the same and succeeded.

We can too.

Look at the facts: A recent poll shows highway accessibility as the No. 2 factor in a

manufacturer's choice of a site. Development experts can tell you it is a major stumbling block to

economic development in Corry. Our governor knows this, and he's aware of Corry's plight. I

talked with him about this very issue at the groundbreaking for Faucet Express. Additionally,

common sense tells us a four-lane highway is safer than a two-lane road. I was able to secure a

grant for a passing lane along Route 6, but passing lanes are not enough. Four lanes will not end

the many crashes along the route, but it will certainly help.

t

@ "ry.L 
d wpcr
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Page 2

The Pennsylvania Transportation Commission will hold a hearing at 9 a.m. Thursday, May l6 at

the BelAire Hotel, 2800 W. 8th St., Erie (near the entrance to Presque Isle), and I encourage

Corryites to be there with written testimony for the commission. Additionally, you can find the

governor's local address in your phone book, and you can contact Transportation Secretary

Eradley Mallory at 1200 fiansportation and Safety Building, Harrisburg, PA I 7120. Thank you

for joining me in this all important project.

Sincerely,

Tom Scrimenti
State Representative
4th Legislative District

a


