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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE BEPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 18428

PHONE: (814) 725-8684

9 WEST WASHII.IGTON STREET
CORBY, PENNSYI.VANh 1 A4O7

PHONE: (814) 6Et-8r26

f1 HOUSE PoST oFFICE BOX 96
258, EASTWI.IG

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA I 712O.OOA8

PHONE: F1n?87-9473

Again
matter and
matter.

s J. Scrimentl
State ReBreeentative

COMMITTEES

PFOFESSIOML UCENSURE
AGING AND YOJTH
INSURANCE
FEDERAL.STATE FEIATIONS

puure of pepru swtatines
c oMM o** 

iffi.?il?TE 
SYLVANIA

June 8' 1993

Mr. David L. Buesink
President
HilI Englneering, Inc.
I Gibeon Street

. North East, PA 16428

Dear Dave:

f want to thank you for your recent letter to my attention ln whictr y9u
agk aupport to aseure gustained if not increaaed etate funding atrlocatione for
our Coneervation Dietricte.

Attached for your perusal te a letter which I am forwardlng to
Representative owtglt Evlns, chalrman of the House Appropriations committee,
orrilining my intenf to eupport increaged funding lgt ConEervation DietrictE in
our. next-sulptemental appioprlation bill which wilt come before the House thig
coming faII.

your letter was very well written and provided euccinct and well thought
out pointe which should aisiet ln our developing addttional rationale to
facilitate our objectiv€e.

, I thank you for your correspondence to my attentlon on thts
icate wtth my officE on thistruet that you will continue to

Iy,

n\
/lE
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NOBTI{ EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 1E42E

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNSYTVANIA 1 6.107

PHONE: (814) 6e4-9126

T HoUSE PoST oFFICE BOX 96
258, EASTWING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA I 71 2O.OO28
PHONE: (7117A7-%75
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pou*e ol pepre swtatifies
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

IIARRISBURG

June 9, 1993

The Honorable Dwight EvanE
ChaiIman
House Appropriatione Corunittee
Room 5128-3 Main Capitol

, Harrieburg, PA J-7L2O

Dear Representative Evang!

AE you are well aurare, State Budget proceede to Coneervatlon Districte
have not increaeed for geveral yearB and contlnued fatlure at the state level
to reasonably fund Coneervation Diatrictg poses a very real threat to the
current decentralization goale of DER. DER currently coat-ehar€s L2O dietrict
etaff with the 11.5 million allocation. Theee people are implementing DER
programs and aE you well realize, ealary and benefit cogts for LzO DER state
perEonE would be approximately jl millton.

The full amount appropriated to the reepective Conservation Districte
for fiscal ,92-93 waE jlrlZlrO0O. of that amount, J237r000 wag committed to a
budgetary reEerve fund. The amount appropriated for '93-94 waB identical to
the previoue years approprlatlon wlth the Eams amount dlverted to budgetary
reeeive. I encourage you as a member of the Houee Leaderehip team to Preas
for the need for additional funding for the Conservation Dietrlcts and demand
that the amountg appropriated will be fully digtributed according to the
intent of the legislation.

What I intend to do ie eupport a regueet for addltional funding in a
eupplemental appropriation thie coming year and work to aasure that the Budget
Ofiice releaEeg the money which wag previoualy earmarked for the Congervation
DiEtrict uE€. I solicit your support in the guccessful accomplishment of this
obj ect ive .

If increased support to the respective Conservation Districtg ig not
perceived aE an integr
conEervation projectg
their administration.

aI and necessary budgetary obJectlve, then many
on a local Ievel, will likel y be returned to DER for

1ys

/)a
enclosure

E Jf. Scrirnenti
Rdpresentattve

k
(/

State
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HILL ENGINEERING, INC.

8 GIBSON SIREET NORTH EAST, PEADJSYLyANIA 16428 (814) 72s-85s9

April 25, 1993

Thomas J. Scrlmenti
9 tlest Main Street
North East, PA 1,6428

Dear Thomas:

I wrlte as a Pennsylvania businessman respectfully urging
you to use your voice and vote to assure sustalned if not
increased state fundlng allocattons for our Conservatlon
Districts. Snch urging is predicated on 33+ years of consultlng
to political subdlvlsions, buslnesses, and lndustries of the
Commonwealth, involvlng regular and direct lnterfacing with
publlc programs and regulators at the County, State and Federal
Ievels.

From such experlence and whlle some Distrlcts perform better
than others, I can categorically state that Conservation
Dlstricts provlde vltal and essentlal servlces of direct benefit
to public and private enterprises at the community leve1 whether
the recipient be a farmer, the developer of a golf course or land
subdivision, a commercial operator, an expanding industry, or a
munlclpality administering a public utility improvement.
Services by Districts are not only tlmely and effective, but are
produced at a much lower cost than can be done by DER or other
agencies of the State or higher jurisdictions. Conservation
Districts represen
our cltlzens. Peo
discuss location s
and will even visi
availabl11ty of qu

enough
in eac
impoun
failur
Distri

tt
pIe
pec
tt
ali

he last bastlon of personalized service to
can reach them, they are available to

iflc needs, to advise how they can assist
he lnvolved slte to expedlte the
fied staglng lnputs.

As you know, State budget proceeds to Conservation Districts
have not increased in the last five years. while that ls bad

,w
ho
ded
ea
cts

e are advised that General Assembly endorsed inereases
f the last two (21 years were ultimately deferred to and
in the budget reserve account. In my view, continued

t the State leveI to reasonably fund Conservation
poses a very real threat to the current

decentralizat j-on goals of the DER. Specif icalIy, some LzO
District staff acrCIss the state are currently cost-shared wlth
DER in conslderation of the $L,500,000 annual Commonwealth
allocation to the Districts. These cost-shared Distrlct staffers
are effectlvely implementing DER programs. This shared staff
arrangement appears to be very cost effectlve for the
Commonwealth, especially when considering that tzO fuIl-time DER
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positions could be expected to carry costs to the State of from
$5,000,000 to $6 ,000,000 per year for wages and benefits,
exclusive of indirect expenses ln support thereof.

Based on the wldely accepted service credentlals of our
Districts and the economy of cost thelr partlclpation represents,
our best course of action at present should be to increase
Conservatlon Distrlct implementation of DER programs to the
fullest extent posslble with funding allocations sufficient to do
the job. If not, I am afraid many' countles statewlde will elect
to opt out of any participatlon ln DER delegated programs,
returning these obllgatlons fully to the Commonwealth at
increased costs and reduced service reliablllty to all. If that
occurs , I am af raid the current and meritorlous rrone-stop
permittlng'r j-nitiative of DER might well become an rrALL-STOP
permltting'r nlghtmare f or everyone.

Your support for continued and increased Conservation
District involvement in implementtng DER programs with sustained
and posslbly elevated state budget funding ls respectively
requested. ff I as an involved end user and taxpayer might
gather additional data and advisory inputs beneficial to your
considerations in this regard, do not hesitate to caII.

Very truly yours /

HILL ENGINEERING, TNC.

Davi Bues ink
Pres ident

DLB/ jt

P. S. LeRoy Gross and hls staff at the Waterford office make our
Erie County Conservation District the best of some 15
Districts I have dealt with over the years. If we lose
their participatlon in implementing and administering DER
prograils, all of Erle County wiII suffer unduly.

(
D\J$
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Counr or CouuoN Purns

Srxrx Juorctat Dtsrntcr or PTNNSYLVANTA

Entr CouNrv CouRruouse

l4O Vrsr SlrrH SrRErr

ERIE, PrNNsvlvaNta 1650l - lO I I

(8r4) 451-6374%-il%rL.fu

November 30, L994

The Honorable Tom Scriment,i
RepresenEative The 4t,h Legislative Dist,ricE,
9 WesE, Main SEreeE
NorE,h EasE,, PA L6428

Dear Tom:

. Say it, isn'E so ! Dfy E,al1y sheeE on RepresenEaEive Veon's
proposed amendment t,o SenaEe Bill No. 537 which would have deleted
cost-of-living adjusEmenEs for t,he judiciary reflecEs that, you
vot,ed in f avor of t,he amendment. Was t,here any special reason I
mighE aEEempt, Eo address?

As you know, Ehe Pennsylvania .fudiciary lags significalC1y
behind t,he Federal Judiciary and 'a19o behind other sE{Ees of
comparable size in Ehe salaries it, pays iUs judges. The presenE
cosl-of -living adjusEment, is greaEly appreciat,ed and iE,s
eliminaEion would have been painful.

wiE,h besE wishes for E,he holidays,

Roger M scher,.fudge

-
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Deeemher 19, 1994

The l{onorable Thomae J - $crimeflti
Representative fhe 4t,h L,egisLative Dlsflric[
Comrnonwealth of PennsYlvarria
I West Flain StreeE
NorEh Eaet, PA 16428

Dear Tom l

Thanl<s for your prontl)t resPorisg to-fiIr leEter concerning your
vote f,o dclcLe CbUs froirithe cgnpen8ation. of judges. rrankfy, -I*i="'t atare that *leie-fraa- Ueen -an alternative plan awailable for
dj.scussion ats the time of the vote

You know, of course, tshat j u(Iges like ewer*one eIEe will
a]wavn rnfltPfld that Ehefe ig no-beiteg plBce to spend tax mofley
ih"rr- on Eheir salarieg! BuE in a nore seriou6 vein, rdhile I carr
unaeretand your position tshaE indiviilualE electsed to _plblic-of fics
#;-il"i! of ct"-Ealafy whe' t.hey Beek rhe office and therefore
should no;, requegE pay'ralseS (n-oEe. Chat I Bay thats I understand
DuE noE uflau r agretli r I ttL,u r- ws-rleve '-t'<'- l- r*!'-**-*' ll'; 'c-lrr"rt
tiat--*"=i of r i.ring idjusUments whJ.ch preeerve the value of thaE
salarv in future eEonofrlc tifies should be elirninaEed as well- That
*J"ia'result ifl a decrease in the sa1ary originally given'

rfl any eveflts, I adsrire your silliflgmess- Eo dlscuss Ehe matter'
You obnriouily repreeent your constiLuenEs well afld you can Eake

.sonre pride in thelr conf,idence in you.

PleaEe accepE rfly very beEE lrighes for the holiday season and
tshe coming year -for you and your entire family'

Roge r .Tudget
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December 9, 1994

The Honorable Rnger M. Fiecher' Judge
Court of Cornrnon Pleas
Sir$h Judieial Dietrict 6f p6nnqylvania
Erie Counff Court Houee
I4O Werll. Six.& Blrnct
Erie, FA f650l-1101

Dear Judge Fischer:

I received and read Jrour letter sbout my vote orr *re automatie eost of IMnS
increase forjudgee, A,e alwa5re, I appre.ciate you including uee in yqur efiotts. It ua.e a
pleasure to hear ftom you,

' 
YOr, wEre correct in your dcicription of oy votc, Eriefly, I rrarrt to expla6 my

ratbrale. As you hrow, tlre yearly budget llroceus develops in a volatile errvirour.errt
with no firced figures as etarting pointa. Ma4y economic and political lhntors combine
to determ.ine the ependitrg boundariee available to tlre General Aseembbr ars it drawrs
up its plan. It rmas rrith that in uind that I voted to clrange the policy of eornpuleoty
CbLA'e end replase it wittr a plan thst better refl,ected the economic situation of the
day, Frarrkly, I can envision tJre day when the firnds epeat ttr incrsass the yearly
utipsnd ofjudgrr rbovr thr nelery tJ:et ttrry ancrptnd in trking th*ir bonrh etrignnrnt
will not be avail;able or wuuld be better spent elserutrere, Ae the competition for tax
dollare grorrer I thought the public good wpuld be served bE/ sflfirtfutg for thie budgetary
discretion.

I can eertainly understand yogr oppo*ition to this position, and. I krew ruy Yote
uruuld catr.se BoEIG controverry. However, I still believe that in these tight fiscal tiacs,
alt budgetary options srrd tool,e ahould be available for foffiring the vety hest state
rpeudiug plan posaible,

I rsuuld tre pleased to lrear from you qgaiil on thie m*tter or orr any other issue of
importanc€ to ysur gewice,

Scrimenti
State Repreaentative
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THOMAS J. SCR]MENTI
STATE REPBESENTATIVE

' 9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (8141 725-8664

202 NORTH CENTER STREET
CORRY PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814) 664-9126

25B, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX202020

HARRISBUBG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 20-2020

PHONE: (717) 787-9475

Decemb er 13, 2002

COMMITTEES

AGING AND OLDER ADULT SERVICES

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CARE AND SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGBICULTUBE AND RURAL AFFAI RS

W**P nlpeyrtxwtatifrw .fl o",!rxL t*l t1
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

IIARRISBURG

Mr. Lyell P. Cook, County Coroner
Erie County Court House
140 West 6th Street
Erie, PA 16501

Dear Mr. Cook: -

I am writing you this letter regarding House Bill2962, which amends the County Code to

provide for the disclosure of death records as well as authoize ahotel tax for tourism
promotion.

As you may know, House Bill2962 would require everycoronerto disclose all official
records and papers to the county prothonotary's office for public use. The bill would also

authorize a coroner to seal records that are part of an ongoing criminal law enforcement
investigation by showing good cause. The amended version of the bill added the

authorization of a hotel tax to generate revenues for convention promotion and tourism
development.

While I supported the original version of the bill, I was one of six representatives that

voted against the final version of the bill on final passage. I did not support the

amendments to the bill implementing a hotel tax that were in the waning hours of session

attached to the bill as a tax imposition tactic during the sine die session.

At this writing, House Blll 2962 was passed by the House of Representatives on
November 25,2002 and was referred to the Senate Local Government Committee on
November27,2002 where it died in committee due to the adjournment of the 200l-2002
legislative session. However, this is not to say that the issue of the disclosure of death

records by coroners will not be revisited when the House of Representatives reconvenes

in January.

@ pntrrruo oN RECYCLED PAPER
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I hope this information proves useful. If I may be of any funher assistance, please feel
free to contact me.

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
4ft Legislative District

l

i

I
{

I
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OFFICE OF

LYELL P. COOK
COUNTY COHONER

TELEPHONE: (814) DAYS: 451-Ggs1 EVENINGS: 452 -2911 FAX: 451-6183a o

October 22,2002

Thomas Scrimenti
2204 Bernwood Drive
Erie, PA 16510-6306

Dear Tom,

f'he events of S
a standard of pri
ongoing investi

Since the
provide i photos of the scene.
demands ln formation
been under Coroner's use the
the To Kno_ w Law.

93 in Sonrerset County, many have asked or
court cases have risen this

p ol ice/disfict afforney
w03,,14ot available to

.\:t,

Coroner

have
public under

1.1

Clearly.one staudard d

it a personal fator if

The Pbnnsylvania
I would conlsider
sign onto this bill.d

Si

'eoroner
Lyell Codk
Erie r-v

L

:-

Jane Earit
Linda Bebko Jones
Karl Boyes
Tom Scrimenti
Gayle Wright

\,, r,q,

IE COUNTY COUHT HOUSE ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 1 6501
1 2-82-82 23:36 TO:
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rnay become an issue with the Treiber

thern the rights of families to
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY PENNSYLVANIA 16407

PHONE: (814)664-9126

258, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787-9475

COMMITTEES

AGING AND YOUTH

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGING

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

tr pou*e of pepre sr.rrtutitrcr
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

Novernber 8, 1995

Mr. Merle E. Wood, Secretary-Treasurer
Pennsylvania State Coroners Association
Erie County Court House
Erie, PA 16501

Dear Mr. wood: -'ii;.'l' ,

Thank you for taking the time to write to me and state your concerns with House

BiU 162 which would modify the amount of fees collected by county row officers. I am

always interested in hearing the concems of my constituents and helping in any way that I
can.

House Bill 162 was referred to the House Local Crovernment Committee on

January 20th where it currently remains. Although a Local Government hearing was held

on October l Tth no action was taken on tlris legislation. The next committee meeting is

scheduled for November 14th.

This bill authorizes county boards of commissionens to increase or decrease fees'

shared by county ro\il officers for produsts and services provided. Alterations must be

preceded by a certified public audit and at leest one sunshined public meeting. They must

be approved by ordinance.

I hope this information is of use to yoplf I can be of any further assistance please

feel free to cdl. i

\;1
Siprjfptf,

lo.
7 

' 

't t"{\

Tfionras J. Scrimenti
State Representative

@ n+ara popc,



Pennsylvania State Coroners Association

MERLE E. WOOD

Secretary-Treaslwer

Erie County Court House

Erie, Pennsylvania 16501

Phone (814) 452-29LL

October 13, 1995

The Honorable James R

Representative, 5rh L
House P.0. Box 2O2O2O

Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA L7LzO

-1-
Dear Representative Merry, J fYvr

I am writing you concerning House Bill 162 which will be considered at your
local government committee meeting on Tuesday. The Pennsylvania State Coroners
Association is opposed to this legislation in its present form. When we discussed
this proposed legislation earlier in the year it was our understanding that the
elected officials whose office the fees impacted upon would be Present at the
meeting with County Commissioners (Counry Council) when these fees are set and
t.hat the elected official would have the right Eo veto the proposed fee if he was

not satisfied with the amount proposed. UnLess this legislation is amended our
association will go on record as being against the passage of House Bill 162'

Michael Norris, Cumberland County Coroner, has been advised of your meeting
and if at all possible will represent the Coroners Association on Tuesday, the 17th.
lf you care to discuss this any further' you can reach me at 814-451-6331.

Sincerely yours,

Merle E" Wood
Secretary-Treasurer
Pennsylvania State Coroners Association

MEW: nm

Bebko-Jones
Boyes
Cappabianca
Le scovit z

P iste 1 la
g'Scrimenti

. Merry
egislative District

-2020
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