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February 10, 2004

Ms. Jean Eller
]
Waterford, PA 16441

Dear Ms. Eller:

Thank you for contacting me regarding legislation which, if enacted, will authorize a
back-end referendum and affect the budgets of Pennsylvania’s 501 public school
districts. As a state representative, | appreciate learning about your concerns and
look forward to assisting them when possible.

As you may know, the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania requires the
General Assembly to provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and
efficient system of public education. Throughout my legislative career, I have worked
hard not only to maintain that system, but to ensure that our schools are adequately
and fairly funded.

Given the gross disparities in wealth among Pennsylvania’s communities and.school
districts, I agree that the implementation of a back-end referendum would be highly
detrimental to our public schools, especially due to the potential unequal financial
impact a back-end referendum would have on certain communities. For that reason, I
worked diligently with my colleagues in the Democratic Caucus to keep the back-end
referendum out of the 2003-2004 state budget.

Thank you again for contacting me and sharing your views. Please know that I shall
keep your thoughts in mind when I am presented with this important issue in the
future. Should you have any questions or concerns, or if I can provide assistance with
any state-related matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Siggerely,

Tom Scrimenti
State Representative
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