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May 10, 1,993

Honorable Tom Scrimenti
9 West Main Street
North East, Pennsylvanj-a 1,6428

Dear Representative Scriment,i :

has
L-UIi L

Since its inception, Blue Cross of Western Pennsyl-vania (BCWP)
negotiat.ed agreements with hospiLals to cover the reasonabLe
ot" Lf eai-iue::i: f cir i us subscri-iJers .

Our goal is to negotiate agreements which reimburse hospita1s
f airly and, dL the same t.ime, dl-Iow us the opportunity to gain
better control of payments for and utilization of heal-th care
services.

BCWP has a long record of cost containment and medical-
management of health care. On behalf of our customers, we
continuously seek innovative approaches designed to make hea1th
care more affordable. For example, our Individuaf Case Management.
program, which focuses on the highest - cost medical services , by
itself last year saved our customers over $2a mil1ion. This is
only one of a series of health care management practices designed
to contro1 costs. But we recogntze that more must be done to
contain the escalation of healt,h care costs.

We are currently in the midst of negotiating a four-year
hospit,al- reimbursement agreement which wil-I become ef fect,ive as of
,JuIy L , 1-993 . One import.ant aspect of t.his contract, and something
you may have heard about, is a fair payment rate 1imiLation.

This provi sion wil.l enable BCWP to obtain t.he l-owest available
paymenE. rate that a irospitai provides f or any privat.e payor.
Currently, our subscribers are disadvantaged at a number of
hospit,als even though they, ds a cl-ass of patients , represent. t.he
largest vol-ume at these institutions.

Some hospitals have adopted strategies which price services at
a level lower than it, cosLs Lo provide them. These marginal
pricing methods produce artificially l-ow prices for the new
bus i-ness , while impos ing higher costs on Blue Cross cusLomers .



Our customers are, in effect, subsidizln3 the cost of health
care being delivered to the cusLomers of our competitors.

Some companies, such as certain for-profit health maintenance
organi zations, selectively contract with hospitals on the basis of
cost . avoiding hospitals that offer advanced medical training
and specialty care. HMOs that don't contract wifh these facilities
are, in ef f ect, f orcing BCWP customers Lo subsidize t.he community
heal-th care system while derj-ving benefit from these same
facilities that educate and train health care professionals and
develop advanced medical- treatment .

It's important to note the fair payment mechanism does not
prevent a hospital from entering into contractua1 arrangements with
other third-party payors. Additionally, it is only applicable with
respect. to a private payor as long as Blue Cross' volume of
business at t.he hospital equals or exceeds the volume of business
of that private payor.

rn keeping with our community service mission, BCWP is
committed to providing t.he best quality healt.h care prot.ection to
the western Pennsylvania community at the lowest reasonable cost.
Theref ore, it is j-mportant that we continue to negotiate hospital
agreements that are fair and provide tangible cost savings Lo our
customers .

We seek your support in this effort to further contain the
cost of health care for bot.h our subscribers and your constituent.s.
Should you have any questions or require additj-onal informaLion on
this issue, please feel free to contact me.

Y,

Pau1 O' Palka, ,Jr.
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE BEPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNSYLVANIA I BIOT

PHONE: (814) 864-9126

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 96
258, EASTWING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7120.0028
PHONE: (717)787-%75

COMMITTEES

PROFESSIONAL UCENSURE
AGING AND YOUTH
INSURANCE
FEO ERAL.STATE FEI.ATIONS

froaw of pryreswtatinw
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

May 25, 1993

Paul O'Palka , Jt .

Director, Government Relations
Blue Cross of Western Pennsylvania
fifth Avenue P1ace
1,2O Fifth Avenue Suite L777
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-3099

Dear Paul:

Thank you very much for your recent corresPondence regarding your
negotiations on hospital reimbursements.

I am very pleased to hear that an agreement on hospital
reimbursements will become effective on July 1 of this year. To

reiterat,e from previous correspondences, r am most concerned with those
constituents who were automatically transferred to one plan and now do

not have coverage for skilled nursing homes or prescriptions- I am

pleased to hear that Blue Cross of Western Pennsylvania shares those
concerng.

Again, thank you for your letter and please continue to keep me

apprised of this situation-

Sincerely yours,

Thomas Scrimenti
State Representative

TS/sd



PATRICK KENNEDY
Assistant Pastor

iiirst i&aptigt @\urch
43 South Lake Street

North East, Pennsylvania 16428

814t725.4698

JOHN B. ELLIOTT
Senior Pastor

rl-n n r "\.ir.r,:i.

CHARLES SPACHT
Minister of Youth & Music

February 17, !995

Representative Thomas Scrimenti
PA House of Representatives
Harrisburg, PA l72A

Dear Representative Scrimenti :

l'm writing to ask you for your support and even co-sponsorship of
Representative Birmelin's Bill to amend Title 18, to prohibit nude dancing in
"Bottle Clubs". This issue has been in the news quite a lot lately and it's time to
send a clear message to the three Erie area clubs that their time in town is
growing short.

City Council, as l'm sure you're aware, has recently written a new ordinance
banning this which Judge Levin overturned saying that he didn't have to worry
about the political fall-out since he was retiring anyway. Obviously, he knows
the citizens would rather see the ordinance upheld. Last week City Council filed
a petition to challenge the ruling and the fight will go on! That's good. The
citizens need your support now just as they lent you theirs in November.

We have seen an increase in the Rape Crisis caseload which topped 693
last year! Studies have shown that men visiting these nude dancing
establishments are aroused sexually by what they see and eventually many act
out their sexual aggressions on innocent women and children. Let's be bold and
drive these people out of the mainstream!

Thank you,

Pastor Patrick dy

PK:ltw

ThV usords became for me a ioy and the delight of my heart.' Jererniah 15:16
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE BEPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814)725-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY. PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814) E6.l-S126

I HousE Posr oFFtcE Box 90
258, EASTWING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7T 20.0026
PHONE: (7117A7-%73

TJS:wdm
Enclosure

COMMITTEES

PROFESSIO}.IAL UCENSURE
AGING ANO YOUTH
INSURANCE

FEDERAL.STATE REI-ATIONS

poure of pepre sentutives
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March 13, 1995

Pastor Patrick KennedY

First Baptist Church
43 South Lake Street

North East, PA 16428

Dear Pastor KennedY.

Thank you very much for your letter of February l7 regarding Representative Birmelin's

legislation (House Bill 665) restriciing bottle club activities Your thoughtful input on this matter

is greatly appreciated. please know that I share your concerns about the lewd and immoral

activities occurring in bottle clubs.

House Bill 665 was initially referred, on February 13, to the House Judiciary Committee'

which did its business quickly. ih. Cornmittee sent the bill, without amendments, to the full

House on February ZB The measure is now receiving further consideration by the House

Appropriations Committee.

Although you wiil not find my name listed as a cosponsor on the enclosed copy of House

Bill 665, I recently alerted the Majority Leader's Office that I would like to become a cosponsor

This action should be reflected on all subsequent printings of House Bill 665

please know that I wholeheartedly support House Bill 665 and I will continue to actively

work for its passage during the current session. lf I can further assist you with this or other

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely yours,

.) 'i f-
I 1/t '';It',r t!,1\^t

Tliomas J Scrimenti
State Representative

s..,.'
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENT]
STATE BEPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814)72s-8664

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORHY PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814)664-9126

258, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717l,787-9475

COMMITTEES

AGING ANO YOUTH

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGING

PROFESSIONAL LICENSU RE

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS
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June 21, 1995

Mark E. Armbruster
Erie Brewing Company, Inc.
Hoppers Brewpub
123 West 14 St.
Erie, Pa 16501

Dear Mr. Armbruster:

I have received and read your letter regarding House Bill 1337. I would like to
thank you for contacting me on your support and interest in this legislation. Your
professional expertise and experience on this issue are always appreciated. I agree that
this legislation could help create jobs and help the economy of Northwest Pennsylvania,
which is one reason why I am a cosponsor of it.

Currently, House ;3ill 1337 is in the House of Representatives' Liquor Control
Committee. I have contacted the Committee for a recent status report and was
informed that, unforftrnately, the bill may not be brought before the House for a vote
this session. If this bill is brought up for debate and voting, I will be sure to remember
your support and interest on this bill.

Again, I would like to thank you for contacting me on this legislation. As this
bill is discussed and debated, I hope that I can count on your continued support. If I
can be of further assistance on this or any other issue please feel free to contact my
office.

\--'
,cY1.

/','l;\- A

l\\1 Sirtcerelv

I'rt-ff;f,

Thomas Scrimenti
State Representative
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Hnppers Ereupub

1e3 Ilest 14 Street
Eri.e, FA 165o 1
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dune E, 1995

Hr. Thonas rf . Srrlmenti
State Representative
I tlest }Iain Street
Horth East, PA r64eB

House Eill {} 1 337
{Liquor Eode Amendnent }

Dear Representative Scrimentl :

Thfrnk you for your interest, support, and sponsorship of the ahove
referenced House 8i11.

As one of four active brerrery pub li.cense holders in Fenrtsylvani.a,
rre feel strongly that the expanded opportt-mities afforded us in
thls legislation uriII allow us tr conpete Bn an Everl playlng field
and advantage our patror,ts.

The succtsss nf our breurery Fub uriLl alIour us to continue trur plarts
fsr developing a regional brewing operation in Erie Eounty. The
renalssantrE of brewing is partlcularly f,ppropriate ta Horthurest
Pennsylvania anf, $e flrts cnmrnittef, to developingl and opening sur
brewery in the ntsar future. Thj.s rulll lrean j ohs f or Horthurest
Pennsylvaniar exposure nf Dur troilurlrrrity/region, anfl strengthening
sf the tax hase.

Ysur cnntinued support is appretriated and ure urait anxiously for
this 8111s' passf,gfe.

Eould you please advise us of the onEfoinEl status of this natter?

1Iv,

Itlark E, Arrnbrtrster
Ehief Financial tlf f icer/Treasurer

I{i Ili am IrIi I1e r
Boarfl of Directors

trtr:



THOMAS C. HOFFMAN

ERrE, PENNSYLVAIvIA 16509
(814) 864-0131

'JUt{ 2
q 1995

June 21,1995

Representative Thomas Scrimenti
Room 4l2Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Representative Scrimenti :

I am writing to you as a concerned citizenof this state, and as one of your

constituents. I believe there is a serious problem facing Pennsylvania that needs to be

addressed and I would like to request that you take appropriate action in solving it.

Our highway and bridge conditions are steadily declining while the amount of traffic
on those roads is steadily increasing. According to published statistics, three out of every

five miles of roads in the Commonwealth need repair. Even more alarming is the condition
of our bridges where virtually every other one is either structurally deficient or obsolete.

Action must be taken. A healthy economy requires a healthy road system.

The longer we wait to repair our aging highway system, the more it will cost.

As you begin the budget deliberation process, I urge you to consider a funding
increase for both local and state maintained roads and bridges.

Thank you

S

Thomas C. Hoffman
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RCY E. BALOWIN, MEMBER
97TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

HOUSE gOX202020
MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7 1 2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787-1776
FF.X: (717)77?-9869

2720 LITITZ PIKE
LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7601

PHONE: (717) 569-5855
FAX: (71 7) 519-4306

NOv 1 ?,71q?
COMMITTEES

TRANSPORTATION
TOURISM & RECREATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT
AGING & OLDER ADULT SERVICES
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEE

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT,
CHAIRMAN

o Y
9{otue of kfretentatiau

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

Memorandum

Date:

To:

November7,2003

All House Members.

Representative Roy E. Baldwin

Representative Richard A. Geist

Introduction of Bridge Bill #10

E" r€/'k-

6.fulH
From:

Subject:
Also know as the Billion Dollar Bridge Bill Supplement

In the near future, I will be introducing a piece of legislation amending the Highway-
Railroad and Highway Bridge Capital Budget Act. It may also be referred to as Bridge
Bill #10 or the Billion Dollar Bridge Bill Supplement. It is needed to keep the list current
for bridges that need major rehabilitation or replacernent.

The bill adds projects, both state and local, to the existing list of bridges authorized for
design and construction. It is financed through general obligation bonds, the Highway
Bridge Improvement Restricted Account in the Motor License Fund, Federal

augmentation and Local Government participation.

Bridge Bill #t was Act 235 of 1982, the "Highway-Railroad and Highway Bridge Capital
Budget Act" and nearly every session of the General Assembly thereafter has adopted

Bridge Bill Capital Budget Authorizations amending the original Act.

These bridges will also need to be placed on the PENNDOT 1 Z-year Transportation
Program and in the case of local bridges a local match as high as 20 percent or as low as

5 percent must be secured.

In order to authonze aproject for funding, you must first determine if the bridge (any
structure over 20 feet in length-anything shorter is considered ineligible) is currently
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authorizSd l'rrrd., any previous Bridge Bill. There is no need to re-authorize previously
authorized bridges. The county bridge engineer or local PENNDOT District Bridge
engineer can provide you with this information along with the following for each bridge:

1. Whether the project is a bridge replacement or rehabilitation; and
2. Name of bridge?
3. County and municipality?
4. State or local bridge?
5. Route number?
6. Over what body of water or road or railway?
7 . The cost of each bridge project broken down by:

Send these items to Eric Bugaile, Executive Director of the House Transportation
Committee at 129 Ryan Office Building. Deadline for subrnission to get into the original
printer's nurnber of the bill is Dec. 10, 2003.

If you wish to co-sponsor this legislation, plsase contact Alison Kotzmoyer in Rep.
Baldwin's office via e-mail at akotannoy@pahousegop.com or 787-1776.

w" t!-. rArt-*d

Gt{oLCar @ rs/ at e- ft ' lt/i '


