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David E. Zuern, President
PNC Bank, N.A.
Smith and State Streets

Box 8480
Erie, PA 16553

Novemb er 17 , 1997

u f^*
J. Scrimenti

Dear lvk.Zuern' -$ n.nr,ii. /
Thank you for your recent letter regarding Representative George's amendment to House

Bill 1494. As you know, amendment 4034 would prohibit a ATM provider from charging a user

fee if the user's transaction did involve an account held with that provider. Your thoughts are

welcomed and valued. I hope you will continue to contact me with your insights.

There has been much debate over ATM surcharges over the past few legislative sessions.

I feel that government should enable fair competition, a stable business cycle, and protect

consumer rights. A balance must be found between the rights of the consumer and the need for
fair competition.

House Bill t494 was re-committed to the House Appropriations Committee on October

20, Igg7. Please be assured that I will take your thoughts into account when, and if,
Representative George's amendment or any other legislation prohibiting ATM surcharges is

brought before the House for consideration.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. If you have questions or comments,

please do not hesitate to contact my office.

ff,
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State Representative
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PNC Bank, NA.
Ninth and State Streets
$c,k 8480
Etie, PA 16553

814 871 9394 Tel David E. Zuern
Presidcnt and Chief Exerutiue OlJicer
Itl or thw est Pen nsy lu an ia

ocT 2 2 tgq?

October L6, 1997
PNC]BA.NK

The Honorable Thomas Scrimenti
House of Representatives
258 East Wing Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Tom:

When the House resumes legislative session on Monday, Rep. George plans to offer an

amendment to H.B. 1494, an unrelated Crimes Code bill, prohibiting operators, owners, and

renters of ATMs from charging a fee to the user if the users transaction does not involve an

account held by the operator, owner, or renter of the ATM. We strongly oppose any
larriolofinn flrcr 4 .-zrrrlrjl oflanranf 4n hon A arrrrtadd faaaTM

Recently, there has been a lot of affention to ATM access fees (or surcharges) and with it
much misunderstanding about the nature and benefits of such fees. Too often ignored in
these discussions is how consumer convenience has been enhanced by the increasing number

of available ATMs. It is important to recogfitze that consumers have many choices if they

do not wish to pay for the convenience of using a particular ATM that imposes an access fee.

Also, under industry drafted network nrles, ATM owners must post a notice that a fee will
be imposed. Consumers know about the fee even before they insert their card and may elect

to cancel the transaction if they so desire.

I urge you to support our position that price controls inevitably stifle competition and that
the governments roll in a free market economy should not be to set prices in a
competitive Earket.

I urge your careful consideration of this issue. I would also appreciate very much if you

would be kind enough to let me know your position on this important matter to our industry.

E. Zuern

DE;Z|clm
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BOX 270 17 WEST MAIN STREET NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

8141725-4541 www,nbne.com Ftt)1:8141725-8512

March 17, 1998

The Honorable Thomas J. Scrimenti
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
House Box 202020
Harrisburg, PA 1 7 120-2020

Re: ATM Surcharge Ban (H.8. 1890).

Dear Tom:

I read the information you sent me. I appreciated the opportunity to read it. While
I do not agree with some of the Pennsylvania Credit Union League's statements in their
February 23, 1998, correspondence, it was appropriate to have the information.

I told you I took the position that ne have not charged and do not expect to charge.
I furttrer stated we did not Evor legislation that took the opportunity of being able to make
a decision in a free market from us. I still oppose legislation that places price controls in

a free market.

However, after discussing the information with different individuals and as to why
we have mme to take the position of not charging, I have corne to a conclusion. I would
be in favor of banning ATM surcharges. This is a change in stance on this piece of
legislation, as far as l am conoemed. Therefore, lwill repeat, I would favor legislation that
would ban ATM surcharges.

lf you can support this type of legislation and vote for it, I would be in agreement
with that position.

I appreciate the opporhrnrty to have discussed this issue with you. I appreciate you
giving me the information you did. lt lead to a deeper exploration of the issue. I sought
opinions from individuals fom within and outside the organization I represent, From that,
I came to the conclusion that we should ask you to support legislation banning ATM
surcharges.

Sincerely,

6fY\rc

James A. Carr
President & CEO

\a002

JAC/Ils

,,



THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
. STATE HCPRESEruMTIVT

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

202 NORTH CENTER STREET
COBRY PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407

PHONE: (814)664-9126

258. EAST WING

HOUSE BOX 202020

HARRISBUHG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 7 1 2O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787-9475

Dear Mr. Carr:- l"\/

COMMITTEES

AGING AND YOUTH

DEMOCRATIC CHAIRMAN OF THE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGING

PHOFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTURE AND RU RAL AFFAIRS

froaw of pepre sentalttrBs
c o M M o **, 

iffi*?H,l# 
s YLVANIA

May 4, 1998

James A. Carr, President & CEO
The National Bank of North East

l7 West Main Street, Box 270
North East, PA 16428

t
t\
,\lL,
1

Thank you for your recent letter regarding House Bill 1890 which would prohibit certain
electronic terminal surr:'-rarges. Your thoughts are welcomed and valued. I hope you will continue
to contact me with your insights.

There has been much debate over Automated Teller Machine (ATM) surcharges. I feel that
government should enable fair competition, a stable business cycle, and protect consumer rights.
A balance must be found between the rights of the consumer and the need for fair competition.

House Bill 1890 was referred to the House Commerce and Economic Development
Committee on October 8, 1997. The bill must be reported out of committee before any legislative
action can be initiated by the House. Please be assured that I will take your thoughts into account
when and if House Bill 1890 or any other legislation prohibiting ATM surcharges is brought before
the House for consideration.

Thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. If you have questions or comments, please

do not hesitate to contact my office.

S Y,

J. Scrimenti
State Representative
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JON tr. STUCK
6750 OtD PERRY HIG}TWAY

EBIE, PA 16509-3536

March 6, 1998

Ttre Honorable Thomas Scrimenti
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
P. O. Box2O2O20
Ha:risbnrg, PA L7 L2O-2020

Dear Representative Scrimenti:

I am writing as an officer of Mellon Bank to request that you oppose an q,tnen,ltt'ent that may soon be

offered to unrelated legislation that would impose government price controls on the provision of ATM
senrices by banks and other financial institutions. Specifically, I aek that you optrrcee this
afnendment and all attempts to prohibit or cap ATM access fees on non-customers who use

ATMg owned or operated by banks, convenience stores, grocery stores, department stores, technology

companies, hotels and motels, airports, hospitals, and colleges and universities.

frnposing prices controls on private businees is wrong and it is bad public policy. Why
should price controls be imposed on ATM owners and operators? And should
competitors be able to take advantage of an ATT\{ network that we over several
con no or is the case products

servrces consumer should dictate pricing and the
way thoee products are ofered, aot goveroment-mandated price controls. Let the demaads of the
marketplace determine tb.e succeae or failure of accegs fees!

AIM owners now post a notice infor:niug ATI\{ users who are uot cugtomers ofthe ATM owner, ofthe
amount of any accese fee. After displaying the amount of the chargB, the AfM ssreeDs must query non-
custorner uaers whether they wish to continue the transaction. Users may then cancel the transaction
wilfiout charce if thev wish. fte" lave a_glgtce.

AIso, record bank eamingr in recent yeare has been a defining reason for Eany to att€mpt to legialate
pricing. It aeems that furofit'ia an evil word when it should be considered great news, because the
Lealttr of banls ie a clear refledion of the streagth of the economy. Profitable compaaies with Eolid

'na.agement and superior technology succeed and grow,-@ where they do not
succeed, they reduce or ceaee their operations altogether, oEiFerge with anot-her company just to
survive. ltje is not.what any ofus wish for Pennsylvania, eo I would ask that we not p""ish those job'
creating, profitable companies that have flourished as a result offr€e enterprise.

I again nespectfully nequest that you oplrcse any and all efrorts to legislate the pricing for
ATM Benrices.

Thank you for considering my views. Please let me know what your position is on this issue. I look
forryard to your response.

Sincerely,

JON E. STUCK
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June 8, 1998

Jon E. Stuck

Erie, PA 16509-3536

Dear Mr. Stuck:

Please accept my apology for the delay in responding to your letter of March 6'h

regarding ATM fees. I have read and understand your position on the fees. Like other
financial institutions, you feel market competition is enough to set the fees. And I
empathize with your feelings about the use of Mellon Bank's well-established network of
ATM machines; no-one wishes to be taken advantage of. As a state representative, I am

directly responsible to my constituents and it is the wishes and desires of my constituents
to which I am beholden.

The discussions surrounding ATM policies and the degree to which the

Legislature may become involved continue to surge forward. I am using this time to
obtain information about ATM fees as well as gather opinions of my constituents with
respect to this issue. As of yet, I have not formed a solid opinion, but I am continuing to
accept suggestions from the public on how the Legislature should proceed. For this
reason, I am appreciative of your willingness to share you stance with me.

Please be assured that your thoughts have been duly not'ed and will be

remembered should legislation and or amendments about ATM fees be introduced in the

House of Representatives. tf I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact my office.

poure of pepre swtattues
c o M M o ** 

ffi*?L"rffi 
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Jt*,u,'t'5n
Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
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June 9, 1998

Mr. Thomas B. Black
Chairman, President & CEO
Mellon Bank, Northern Region
I128 State Street, PO Box 300
Erie, PA 16522

Dear Mr. Black:

Please accept my apology for the delay in responding to your letter of March
13th. I have read and understand your position on the fees. Like other financial
institutions, you feel market competition is enough to set the fees. And I empathize with
your feelings about the use of Mellon Bank's well-established network of ATM
machines; no-one wishes to be taken advantage of. As a state representative, I am

directly responsible to my constituents and it is the wishes and desires of my constituents

to which I am beholden.

The discussions surrounding ATM policies and the degree to which the

Legislature may become involved continue to surge forward. I am using this time to
obtain information about ATM fees as well as gather opinions of my constituents with
respect to this issue. As of yet, I have not formed a solid opinion, but I am continuing to

accept suggestions from the public on how the Legislature should proceed. For this

reason, I am appreciative of your willingness to share you stance with me.

Please be assured that your thoughts have been duly noted and will be

remembered should legislation and or amendments about ATM fees be introduced in the

House of Representatives. If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact

I
I
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Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative
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r.1HF ].3'5H 16354 FH EHEf,-I{URTHERN

Mellort Btlnk

I\,farch 13, lS98

Representatirre Ttroffias $crirunti
Pcnrcylrani* Hmse uf Representatives

9 West Ldein St"

North EaS, PA

814 453 ?461 Tn H?1???EaIE4 F.A:Z"nA:e

MAR I 6 t99g

Mellon B*rk-hlorthrrn Ee8liolr
LIEB Stare Ste*t
PO Box Stlt)
Erie, FA }6SEA

(814) 45ll'?40s Offtce
(814) 455'7223 Hax

Thorn*s B. Blr,ck
Ll}l*+rus*a. Prrs;'ifient,rud l]Ef,J

D*ar F.epreuertative $cnrnenti;

tr um writirg to rsqueet yous sppo*ition to an aumsdrnsnt by RrpresentatiYe Camille frsorge to H"8., 1855, thst qvffiId
irmp+se ScryErnment prioe crrntrols on the prwi*i*n of ATlv{ sen{ces b3r banks and othsr finsnsist irstinrtis}ns"

I strongfv oppoe thc euactncnt tf any lctiElation dlsr aflemps b Fobrbit tlte iEpositior of ATM suc&argrs oo rm-
cl$lofiers who use ATlvIs N,ned by tatrks ad othet fmancial sewioe pmrklcrs. As is tlF EasE wilh o$ff D[oduds atrd
services thu baa*s ofier, connuner preferences ard rur*a forces should dictatt tho priciilg and vray thoffi prc&Ets arxl
serrices ae offered, mt goveftfis -maadat€d pricr oonuols.

Our bank provides @ailability !o rcuer$ and ersmer servioG r€prEscotativls sertll da$ a crce& afll EI€pbo[E arEEcs 2d
hrrus a dey" seveo days a rn+k, aod our AT fs prwidc t er&ndous conveni€oce to fice who EsB then- Wrac cl* cnn
you go to ffiss luu acooulrt 3d5 dtys a y€ar, 24 bours a day? T1 $ convcirie$E mEl€s at a grcat co$t 6 fitEltcial
irsitutiofis tlrd noqiank o*nsrs of ATIv[s-

Convenieffise h*s a cost atrd ffustr)ffiteflt do hme & choice. just us they hale rrth mnveru+n+* stor*! fryr futtgr *#ffi$s tfi
gr$c*rie$. crreruigtit mail .f*r faster po$tal delirenies and taxjs f,pt fast*r Ealelirlg ttrran public transportation, this
tregislation fsih t+ r***gniz* the pcr*'er and inrelligenee nf'counrnrery *'ho will opt for thoce choics that har,e the
greatest vslue frrr thern.

Pa$ experience has deroo-t'ated tf*t gwcrtmeat attempts to conttol pricrs have adversely atreued tie arail*ility d
goods ad scrvicrs io thr gEnEra! p$lic. Ors ofikr$ $lould have the oHorhlrity ro c]roo6E rhefi ard hoE tidy wish to
access bankirg services. kt tbi dcmands of tbe marketplace detenuhc lhe guooess or ftilure d*rcbargfug. An
ateodaent ofiered by R€prEsntativE Vic Lesosrritz thit would require ATM mrners to discl06E on ths ATM $c&ro tt$f
ron-ctstomm who usc rhc wn'hioe mry halE to pay atr acc€ss f6e al!{l girt thc ustr tls sption ro cal}cet t}e t:asartiotr
l$ I fiors aocegtable eppmaEh thar that prcposcd by R@E€s€ntetivc GeortE"

Agait, w# tvoilld rcEpcntltly rquest that yor:r opp$se this ame*dmgnt W Repr+sentatit'e Crecrgr to H.8,, 1855, thrt
flttefirF{s rp aglEfuli$h gorvernment-mandaf.d price ffonllul$" }

Flease advise ms $f,)'Gur p*sition {rn rny rsq$e$t, and Iet me know ifyou have ary question5.

Sincareil',
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pnure of pepre spntativos
COMMONWEALTH OF PE NNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

June 19, 1996

FIEIID(I):

Dear .F.t.EilD(2).:

It is my personal and professional pleasure to inform you on the latest signing of
House Bill 143i by the Governor. As you may know, House Bill 1431 has amended the
Liquor Code to provide many more new functions. My co-sponsorship and involvement
reinforces my support for the following measures.

Under this law, speciat occasion permits, such as the one needed for the Three River

Regatta will be permitted. Other events surrounding the arts will also be more open for social

occlsions. The law also widens the definition for the sale of alcohol around stadiums and for

less restrictions on distributors
"case" has been redefined to all

distributors. Furthermore, the definition of a
to be sold or 12, 24o2. cans to be sold.

To make it more friendly for the percentage of non-alcoholic sales on

Sunday has been changed from 40"h lo 30% under this legislation. Lastly, HB 1431 will allow
for consumers to use their credit cards to purchase beer at distributors.

Hopefulty, the enactment of House Bill 1431 will allow for better service to the public
without unnecessary problems. I believe that this law is very consumer friendly and will help
businesses work effectively in the State of Pennsylvania. Please feel free to contact me in

the event that you have any questions. I would be happy to provide you with any detail that
may be needed pertaining to this law.

As always, I am happy to serve and inform you on this recent accomplishment
concerning your business. I hope you continue to share the ideas and needs of your industry.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative u!t:
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THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST, PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHONE: (814) 725-8664

202 NORTH CENTER STREET

CORRY PENNSYLVANIA 1 6407
PHONE: (814) 664-9126

25B, EAST WING

HOUSE BOX202020

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17 12O.2O2O

PHONE: (717) 787-9475

FROM:

DATE:

COMMITTEES

AGING AND OLDER ADULT SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS

DEMOCRATIC VICE CHAIRMAN

Wrn*D nf pryrtxwtutihw
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

TO Members of the House of Representatives

Representative S crimenti

March 13, 2003

RE Co-sponsorship of legi slation

In the near future I plan to introduce a House Resolution recognrzingthe Bicentennial
Anniversary of Harborcreek Township in Erie County.

In 1792, the Pennsylvania Population Company obtained 30,000 acres in eastern Erie
County. The company sent their deputy surveyor, Thomas Rees, to inspect the land. The

company awarded Rees for his work by allotting him the same acreage that is now
Harborcreek Township. More than a decade after Rees' first encounter with the land,
Harborcreek became a township.

Harborcreek is centrally located between Buffalo, Cleveland and Pittsburgh. It is
Pennsylvania's largest township, with over 15,000 residents an area that encompasses

33.7 miles. Harborcreek is a community that celebrates the past and looks forward to the

future.

It is with this in mind and more that I plan to recognizethe Bicentennial Anniversary of
Harborcreek Township. If you would like to join me in this endeavor, please contact my
Legislative Assistant, Donna Ehrhart at787-9475 or via e-mail at dehrhart@pahouse.net.

@ enrNreooN RECYCLED PAPER
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March 22, 1996

Ms. Valerie Sieberkrob

Erie, PA 16510

Dear Ms. Sieberkrob,

Thank you for your letter in which you express your viewpoint on binding arbitration for

teachers. I understand your position. It is important for the taxpayers and parents of a school

district, who have a vested interest in contract negotiations, to be able to protect that interest.

your concerns will be kept in mind should such a measure come to the House for a vote.

In your correspondence you also requested information regarding charter as well as home

rule schools. Within the past twt weeks, thi House of Representatives voted overwhelmingly to

approve a mez*ure, House Bill 1834, which would permit the establishment of charter schools in

pennsylvania. Such schools would be nonprofit, public schools. Interested parents, teachers,

hrghei educational institutions, or museruns are examples of the individuals ttrat may apply for a

charter. The application process is handled at the local school drstrict level. fuiy applications that

are denied Uv tfri local board may be reviewed by the Secretary of Education, who may then

remand the application to the local board for reconsideration. I believe that charter schools provide

for greater accountability to the parents and taxpayers, offer great_oqpory*Jies to the students and

p.oiid, teachers with a chance to expand their skrlls. I am hopeful that the Senate and the

Governor will agree with the mernbers of the House and approve this lcgislation.

The Home Rule School concept is one which provides local school districts with the option

of establishing an independent home rule school district within the pubiic system. The district

would adopt a charter and operate without the limitations of the normal educational bureaucracy'

It is thought that such schools would allow for more creative teaching and improve learning, free of

restraints, other than those imposed by the state or federal constitutions, statute or its own charter'

8) ,rrvrtrd ooe*
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I appreciate your taking the time to share your views with me and urge you to contact my

office whenever I can be of service to you or your family.

Sincerely,
,)
i1\,, Ifl+
i hM'n;,,r..-J';

Thomas J. Scrimenti
State Representative


