THE

. TOM

- SCRIMENTI
REPORT

May 1989

DISTRICT OFFICES: 9 West Main Street, North East, PA 16428

725-8664

49 West Smith Street, Corry, PA 1

6407 664-9126

CAPITOL OFFICE:

Scrimenti Opens Community Account

In 1987 the General Assembly enacted a $12,000 pay raise
that many people, including myself, said was wrong. When I
took office I pledged to return money from that raise to my
district in order to help deserving organizations meet spe-
cial needs. I fulfilled that pledge by creating a Community
Account with the money from the pay raise. I have begun
returning money to the district and will continue to do so.
Contact my office if you know of any worthy groups which
could benefit from this fund. In the photo, right: Rep.
Scrimenti presents a $1,000 check from his community
account to North East Fire Co. Chief Darrell Meyers.

Rm. 25B, East Wing, House P.O. Box 96, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0028

(717) 787-9475

District Offices Open for Business

As state representative, I am an intermediary
between the people and what is sometimes per-
ceived to be a cold, impersonal government. I invite
you to familiarize yourself with the services avail-
able to you by visiting one of my two new district
offices in the communities of North East and
Corry.

My offices can assist you with a variety of state
government services including applications for
vehicle registrations and licenses, student grants
and loans, and senior citizens’ benefit programs.

My legislative assistants in the North East office
are Rose Herring and Karen Bush. Mary Edwards is
my legislative assistant in Corry. All three of them
recently completed district office training at the
state Capitolin Harrisburg, and they will be happy to
help you solve any problems you may have with
State government.

I am usually in one of these offices on Thursday
and Friday of each week the state House is in
session, and ifthere is any way I can be of assistance
to you, please do not hesitate to contact me.

The North East office is located a 9 West Main
Street, phone 725-8664. The Corry office is at 49
West Smith Street, phone 664-9126. Both offices are
open from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m. on
weekdays.




Local Tax Reform Package Explained to Voters

Tax reform is the new buzzword across the state.
It's been debated for years, and now finally we have
reached a point where it is in our grasp.

Inlate November, a victory came for all of us when
the legislature agreed on alocal tax reform package.
Late in January, the House and the Senate approved
measures that will let the people give the final OK
through a constitutional amendment.

The proposed amendment will be on the May 16th
ballot.

Understanding what the changes are is critical to
you and your family. It’s vital that all taxpayers
understand what would happen under tax reform.

What tax reform attempts to do is remove the
burden of paying for government from the property
owner. People would be taxed on their ability to pay
rather than on what the local tax assessor thinks
their house is worth.

“This helps all of us. Senior citizens living on fixed
incomes but still living in their homes would pay
less. Young couples just starting out and in their first
home would pay less. The middle class could pay
less.

Tax reform isn’t necessarily tax reduction though;
rather, people would pay based on their income. I
believe it's a much fairer way to do things.

Here’s basically what would happen under tax
reform:

Real Estate Tax: retained, with lower rates, where
school districts and municipalities adopt income
taxes.

Earned Income Tax: replaced by a personal income

tax, with a cap of 0.75 percent for municipalities and
1.5 percent for schools.

Occupation, Per Capita, and Residence Taxes:
abolished.

County Personal Property Tax: abolished.
County Sales Tax: a local option of 0.5 percent.

Occupational Privilege Tax: converted to a
Municipal Services Tax of $20 per year.

School districts and municipalities that enact an
income tax have to reduce the property tax by at
least 25 percent.
an

My office c ssist you wit

People who rent will get a rent reduction, since
landlords get a reduced property tax. If the landlord
fails to do so, the renter can sue and get triple the
damages.

Not taxable under the personal income tax is
money from Social Security, pensions, public
assistance or unemployment compensation.

Before any of this can be done though, local
governments must create a Local Tax Study
Commission. The commissions have to study the
whole system and make a recommendation on the
appropriate combination of taxes within certain
guidelines. For instance, the property tax still must
be lowered if an income tax is adopted.

Irealize this is a very complicated issue that goes
to the very core of how we live. And although the
changes are sweeping, I believe it makes our local
taxing system more fair and equitable. If it’s
adopted; everyone will be paying their fair share of
government services, not just the homeowner. If you
need more information, please contact my office.

Who is in favor of Tax Reform?

® American Association of Retired Persons
® Citizens for Tax Justice

® League of Women Voters

® PA Federation of Teachers

® PA State Education Association

® PA Association of County Commissioners
® PA School Boards Association

® PA Farmers Association

® PA Association of Township Commissioners
@ PA Public Interest Coalition

® PA Council of Churches

® PA League of Cities

® PA Association of Boroughs

® PA Association of School Retirees

® PA Builders Association

® PA Farmers Union

® PA Association of Realtors

® PA State Grange

® PA Food Merchants Association
® Retired Public Employees of Pennsylvania

oll-Free Number
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Your Opinion is Important!

Please complete the questionnaire below. Cut along dotted line and fold with my address
showing. Postage is required.

1. In your opinion, what are the three most important issues facing Pennsylvania today?

1)

2)

3)

2. Insurance reforms have been suggested to lower premium costs. Who do you think is
responsible for skyrocketing insurance premiums?

Lawyers — Doctors
Insurance companies __ Fraudulent lawsuits
Other

3. Prisons are overcrowded. Do we:
Increase taxes to build new prisons?
Release non-violent prisoners?
Other

4. Many municipalities lose a great deal of revenue as a result of tax-exempt property. An idea
being debated would require hospitals, churches and clubs to make payment in lieu of taxes,
which would help to defray costs of local government such as police protection and garbage
collection. Would you favor such a requirement for tax-exempt property?

Yes _ No ___ Undecided

5. Do you favor a mandatory AIDS test for all newborn babies and marriage license
applicants?

Yes _ No __ Undecided

6. Should we expand the use of lottery proceeds to other groups beyond senior citizens?
Yes _ No — Undecided

7. Medicare currently pays 80 percent of what the federal government says is a reasonable
charge for health care services, and the patient pays the remaining 20 percent, plus any extra
costs charged by the doctor. The state House is now considering a bill which would prevent
doctors from billing patients for any amount over the “reasonable cost” set by Medicare. Do
you favor passage of this bill?

Yes No ___ Undecided
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AND HAPPENINGS:

A special report from

Rep. Tom Scrimenti

about how state government
affects you.

Rep. Tom Scrimenti reports:

MONEY MATTERS

Late one night in 1987, the General Assembly gave itself a $12,000 pay raise which angered many working

men and women in this state. When I took office as a first-term state representative last year, I pledged that
I would put this excess portion of my legislator’s salary to work for my constituents.

I created the Community Account as a way of counteracting the bad effects of the pay raise. With the
Community Account, I have put the money I received from the pay raise to work for groups and individuals
here in the 4th District. We have been able to help some truly worthy causes in this manner.

The Community Account was a huge success and I am continuing it this year. My only regret is that we
received some very good requests for money that we could not meet with the Community Account. I am
looking for other sources of state funding that might help in some of these cases.

Each year, many companies issue an annual report to their stockholders. In a sense, each of you who live
in my district are stockholders in the Community Account, so I am offering the following list as my first
annual report to you to let you know where this money was directed.

1989 COMMUNITY ACCOUNT DONATIONS

North East Volunteer Fire Department  $1,000 Conelway Elementary School Nature Ctr. $650
Corry High School $250 North East Senior Center $381.60

(St. Patrick’s Day Festival benefitting Corry Hospital) Gifts for Kids program $250
Karen Stauffer, UCHS c}_leerleadqr $200 Brookside Fire Department Auxiliary $500
(to offset cost of transportation to national competition) North East Food Pantry $700
Jenny Cochran Fund $700 (purchase of freezer and food)

Corry Unemployed Council $250 St. Boniface Church food pantry $750
Eric Danowski Fund $500 Union City Senior Center $200
Loblaws Softball Team, North East $500 (for shuffleboard equipment)

(to offset transportation cost to national tournament) Times-Leader “Say Merry Christmas” Fund $250
Harborcreek Chamber of Commerce $500 Millcreek-Erie County Advocates, MECA) $500
Union City Fire Department $500 (outreach program for eastern Erie County )
North East Sports Boosters $500 - ;

(for Bobby Triana Memorial Trophy Case) Rep. Scrimenti
Wattsburg Youth Center $500 is helping
(for VCR and cabinet) Charles Smith,
Corry Communications C.B. Radio Club ~ $300 Tom Feeney and
(benefitting Brock Cline Fund) Dick Sandle with
Harborcreek AARP $500 ;{;igtpfg;’g e
Union City Alumni Association $500 Christmas

(to help finance class reunion) distribution.




Rep. Tom Scrimenti reports:

JOB MATTERS

For two long years, people from the Corry region seeking employment or more information about jobs had
to travel 35 miles or more to Erie or Warren to get the help they needed.

This was really an unreasonable, costly burden
on those who were unemployed and least able to
access the services. I knew something had to be
done to bring the services to the people, instead
of requiring them to go far out of their way to-
get help.

" I took this matter directly to Harrisburg and

worked with Gov. Casey to ensure that he and
other administration officials knew how important
this issue was to the people in the Corry area.
Through my work, I was able to solve the problem
and help the Corry region enjoy accessible
employment services.

A large crowd turned out last September for
the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new State & 5 E . - T
Job Center in Corry. The good news is that an ey, Scrzmentl joins local and state ofﬁczals in .,uttmg the rzbbon
even larger number of people have been using ¢ open the Corry Job Center.
the office regularly to help them get training,
meet employers and find jobs. In fact, the response has been phenomenal.

The Job Center provides a location and support services so that workers who are looking for jobs, and
employers who are looking for workers, can come together and get the most out of each other.

Job Centers represent a unique concept in employment services because a special element is critical to
their success — local awareness and support. It’s very important that the people who need the services
offered here be aware that the Job Center exists. It will only succeed and grow if it is used. The people who
use it will make the Job Center even better, by speaking up about what services they need.

It is this flexible approach that is so new and unique. As a result, each Job Center quickly takes on the
character of the community where it is located and the people whom it serves.

A wise man once said that the way to succeed in business is to give the customers what they want. This
is the simple logic behind the Job Center concept, and it is why the new Job Center in Corry has been so
successful. Already, more than 40 people who were out of work have been placed in new jobs.

The Job Center is a one-stop education, training and placement center. It is open every Thursday, from
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Counseling Services Center on North Center Street. There is a wide range of
services and information offered at the Job Center, including general aptitude tests, job and worker
classification, tax credits for employers hiring eligible workers, labor market information and employee
screening.

Many people worked together to make this place a reality, and if we continue working together in the
weeks and months to come, we will make our Job Center the best one in the state of Pennsylvania.




Rep. Tom Scrimenti reports:

HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS

“800” number
available
to constituents

Tom Scrimenti worked hard to get House Bill 540 passed
into law. The legislation extends the Homeowner’s
Emergency Assistance Program until 1992.

I worked to have a bill I wrote signed into law to help
low- and middle-income homeowners in Erie County and
the rest of the state who are having trouble meeting
their mortgage payments.

The Homeowner’s Emergency Assistance Program,
which provides this help, was scheduled to go out of
existence at the end of 1989. My legislation extended
the program until 1992.

Erie County has received tremendous benefits from
this program and I knew it was important that I take
action to continue helping our homeowners. Since 1983,
the program has provided 222 loans to Erie County
residents, pumping a total of $2.93 million into the
county. Figures like that showed me the program was
far too important to our district to let it expire.

The program helps those who are having trouble
meeting home mortgage payments due to factors beyond
their control, such as a job loss or dislocation, and helps
delay foreclosures on their property. The aid takes the
form of a loan to cover past-due mortgage payments. It
also can assist people with ongoing payments either in
full or partial amounts for up to three years.

Anyone who is in trouble with mortgage payments
can apply for help. Selection is based on a variety of
factors, including the person’s ability to pay and the
quality of the property.

For more information on the program, please contact
one of my district offices.

Because of the area covered by the 4th Legislative District, some constituents could not
call either of my district offices without being billed long-distance charges. That directly
opposes the purpose of my office, which is to help reduce the expense and problems of
dealing with state government.

I have opened a toll-free phone line so no one has to pay for the call. Persons who call
my “800” number will be connected with my North East district office, which is staffed

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. .
This will bring state government within closer reach of every resident of the 4th District, and will save everyone
some burdensome phone charges. The number is: [1-800-962-2304 |
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INVESTING
IN THE
4TH DISTRICT

Dear Friend,

Creating a healthy economy for the people of the 4th District has been one of my
top priorities during the past two years.

As your state representative, | am familiar with numerous state grant and loan
programs which can benefit our area, and | have worked to connect the right
program with the right local government or business. | have been most interested
in projects that will help create good, long-term, decent-paying jobs, and in
programs which will help improve the infrastructure of our area so that we can
continue to attract the best kind of businesses.

Whether it is a loan for infrastructure improvements or a grant to expand a local
business, the state can play a vital role in developing a stable and productive
economy for Northwestern Pennsylvania, and the information contained in this
newsletter highlights just how the state has fulfilled that function so far.

Please take a few moments to look over this information. If there are any
programs you would like to know more about, do not hesitate to contact me at one
of my district offices listed inside.

Sincerely,

O

Tom Scrimenti




Through the use of a variety of state programs
that benefit and promote business, the state has
helped create more than 160 jobs and helped
retain more than 525 jobs during the 1989-90
session of the General Assembly.

Through the Economic Development Partnership
programs, Pennsylvania has invested nearly $6
million in projects in our area that may have
directly benefited you. The following list of
low-interest state loans and grants will help you
understand the role the state has had in creating
jobs for our area.

Corry Industries, InC...................... $500,000
Corry Laser Technologies, Inc. ........ $605,000
Corry Laser Technologies, Inc. ........ $450,000
Greenfield Township .................oo.i. $24,000
Iroquois Tool Systems, Inc. ............ $150,000
North East Coatings, Inc. ............... $100,000

STATE INVESTMENT CREATES JOBS

Port Erie Plastics, Inc. ................. $3,600,000
Corry Redevelopment Authority ......... $85,000
Bayside Precision Plastics................ $88,000

In addition, | am currently working with officials
from the state Department of Commerce to obtain
approval on four projects for our area.

Both Union City and North East Twp. have
applied for funding under the state’s Community
Facilities Program for sewerage system projects.
The grants are for $75,000 and $50,000 respectively.

Both the City of Corry and the Harborcreek
Twp. Water Authority have applied for grants
under the state’s Site Development Program.
Corry has requested a $100,000 grant for an
access road project, and Harbor Creek has
applied for a $50,000 grant for a water improvement
project. | expect an announcement to be made
on these requests within the next six weeks.

HELPING THE GRAPE INDUSTRY

One of the economic efforts | worked on this
year was assisting Pennsylvania’s grape industry.

With the fourth highest grape production in the
country, and with an annual economic value of
more than $100 million, this business is of great
importance to our state. It is of particular importance
to our district, which is the home of the largest
Concord grape juice plant in the world, and is
the site of the highest population of grapevines
in the eastern United States.

In June | obtained a $20.000 state grant for

the Pennsylvania Grape Industry Associationto
help promote the industry and to help fund research

to improve grape production.

| also sponsored a bill that would create a
Pennsylvania Grape Development and Promotion
Committee to promote the sale of wines, grapes
and grape products and to work to improve grape
production statewide. This bill is now in the House
Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee.

Grape production is an important part of our
overall farm product and it is of increasing value

each year. The state must nurture this industry
and assist in expanding the market, and | intend
to push for this development.

Rep. Scrimenti, at right, presents a $20,000 grant he obtained
to members of the Pennsylvania Grape Industry Association.
The money will be used to help fund research to improve grape
production and to promote the industry.



During the past year, | have requested and
obtained legislative initiative grants totaling $40.000
for my district.

These grants are made available to legislators
to help fund small, one-time projects at the local

level. They are projects that deserve state

assistance, but cannot be included as a regular
state budget item.

The following list shows the 4th District orga-
nizations which will benefit from these grants
this year.
¢ $5,300 for the Corry Police Department for
bullet proof vests
¢ $3,000 for the North East Fire Department for
a public safety and fire prevention program
¢ $975 for the Kuhl Hose Co. for buying a
jet-syphon hose attachment
¢ $2,000 for the Elgin-Beaverdam Vol. Hose Co.
to buy a hose nozzle attachment

The Department of Community Affairs administers
a number of state and federal funding programs
which are designed to assist local communities
in areas such as housing, emergency commu-
nications, economic development projects,
infrastructure improvement projects and many
others.

As a state representative, it is my duty to make
sure that communities throughout the 4th Legislative
District get their fair share of this funding and |
wll continue to work with the Casey administration
to see that they do.

Following are projects in our area which were
funded through DCA so far during the 1989-90
session.
¢ $344,104 for Erie County home weatherization
project in 1989-90
¢ $61,500 for the East Erie Emergency Com-
munications, including Wesleyville Borough and
townships of Harborcreek and Lawrence Park
¢ $136,000 for beautification of downtown
Wesleyville
¢ $123,921 for improvements to parking facilities
in Wesleyville
¢ $170,538 for improvements to parking facilities,
sewerlines, streets and housing in North East

SCRIMENTI OBTAINS $40,000 IN GRANTS

STATE HELPS 4TH DISTRICT

¢ $2,800 for Greene Twp. to buy a personal
computer system for the township

¢ $900 for the Corry Area Hospice Inc. for the
purchase of office equipment

¢ $4,500 for the Wattsburg Fair Association
toward rebuilding damaged fair property

¢ $5,000 for the Wattsburg School District for
renovation of the Seneca High School football
field

¢ $4,500 for Harborcreek Youth Services to buy
a range hood and vent system

¢ $1,000 for the McCord Memorial Library for
purchase of a printer and tapes

4 $10,000 for the Corry Redevelopment Authority
to help implement an economic development
study, specifically recruitment efforts

¢ $11,700 for renovation of the Municipal Park
in Elgin

¢ $302,255 to Corry for improvements to five
recreational areas and three public buildings

¢ $130,000 to Harborcreek Twp. for installation
of an industrial park sewer pipeline

¢ $252,423 for Erie Co. home weatherization in
1990-91

¢ $121,177 for Erie Co. for Department of Energy
weatherization project




In March of 1988, Gov. Casey signed Act 16
and created a program that has greatly benefited
our area -- the PENNVEST program.

Through this program, nearly $1 billion has
been distributed to help maintain, upgrade and
install sewer and water facilities across the
Commonwealth. In fact, it is the most ambitious
fresh water infrastructure funding program in the
country.

| have tried to make sure that 4th District
communities have received their fair share of
this state funding.

SOLID INFRASTRUCTURE — SOLID ECONOMY

Since its inception, PENNVEST has provided
$3.37 million for projects in this district. These
projects not only provide clean drinking water for
the people of this area, they have enabled
businesses to locate or expand plants here,
thereby creating and maintaining jobs that would
have been lost without quality water and sewage
systems.

¢e 0

RECYCLING FOR THE FUTURE

To put the brakes on the creation of mountains
of garbage in Pennsylvania, the General Assembly
passed a law last year which mandates recycling
programs in all cities with a population of 5,000
or more. More than 400 communities in the state
are affected by this law.

In an effort to make the implementation of these
programs as painless as possible, the state has
also distributed almost $30 million in start up
grants.The grants are made possible by a $2 fee
paid for each ton of waste disposed at landfills
and resource recovery facilities.

In the 4th District, two municipalities recently
received recycling grants: Harborcreek -- $96,492;
and Wesleyville -- $27,758. Harborcreek also
received a $10,080 grant in June of 1989 for the
planning and development of its program.

Rep. Tom Scrimenti
House of Representatives
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0028

In August, the state Department of Environmental
Resources awarded grants for the development
of leaf composting facilities. Harborcreek Township
received a $28,082 leaf composting grant, and
Wesleyville Borough received a $26,945 grant.
Since leaves can comprise as much as 80 percent
of the waste entering landfills in the fall, it makes
good sense to take this natural resource and
compost it to provide a nutrient-rich, and inexpensive
plant mulch.

Through programs like this, we can reclaim a
resource while significantly reducing the amount
of waste entering landfills. | can think of no better
gift to give our children and grandchildren than a
clean environment.
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-~ MEDICAL _
- OVERCHARGE LAW

WILL HELP SENIORS

proposal designed to control medical costs
for senior citizens has been signed into law
by Gov. Robert P. Casey.

The Medical Overcharge Measure (H.B.700) —
now known as the Health Care Practitioner
Medicare Fee Control Act — will prohibit health
care practitioners from charging more for medical
services than the fee set by the federal government.

Most doctors had already accepted the federally
set charges, but there were some senior citizens
who were being charged much more than what
the federal government considers to be reasonable.

The new law will take care of this problem by
requiring physicians to accept Medicare and the
patient’s 20 percent co-payment as payment in
full.

I strongly supported this legislation, which
addresses one of the biggest problems for senior
citizens: living on a fixed income and facing
rapidly rising health care costs. Many senior
citizens groups lobbied for this law, and we in
the legislature heard them and took action.

The new law applies to medical doctors as well
as osteopathic physicians, chiropractors, dentists,
optometrists, pharmacists, physical therapists,
podiatrists, nurses and psychologists.

Violators will be publicly_reprimanded and
ordered to repay_the victim for the amount
overcharged, plus interest. Multiple violations
could be punishable by fines ranging from $2,000
to more than $6,000.

Under the new law, physicians must post a
sign in their offices listing the rights of Medicare
patients and noting the procedure for filing a
complaint.

HELP FOR
HOMEOWNERS

he Homeowner’s Emergency Assistance
Program received $7.5 million under the
1990-91 budget, thereby assuring help for low-
and middle-income homeowners in Erie County

and the rest of the state should they run into
trouble meeting their mortgage payment this
year.

The HEMAP program, which was extended
through 1992 under a bill I sponsored, has made
more than 200 loans to Erie County residents
since 1983, pumping a total of about $3 million
into the county. I felt that these statistics made
this program very important to our district, and
worked hard to see that the program was continued.

HEMAP helps those who are having trouble
meeting home mortgage payments because of
factors beyond their control, such as job loss,
and helps delay foreclosures on their property.
The aid is given in the form of a loan to cover
past-due mortgage payments. It also can assist
people with ongoing payments either in full or
partial amounts for up to three years.

Anyone who is in trouble with mortgage
payments can apply for help.

For more information on the program, please
contact one of my district offices:

9 W. Main St. 9 W. Washington St.
North East, PA 16428 Corry, PA 16407
(814) 725-8664 (814) 664-9126

TOLL-FREE: 1 (800) 962-2304




SCRIMENTI BILL WOULD HELP ENVIRONMENT

bill (H.B. 2320) I sponsored which would reduce the levels of four
toxic substances in the environment was approved by the House
Conservation Committee and is now in the House Appropriations Committee.

This bill would phase out the use of lead, mercury, cadmium and
hexavalent chromium used in the containers, dyes, paints and inks
associated with the manufacture of packaging materials. The packaging
materials then end up in landfills where the toxics can leach out and
poison groundwater. If the packaging is burned in an incinerator, nearby
residents could breathe in the poisonous fumes.

My bill would give companies that manufacture packaging material
two years to discontinue using the hazardous substances. After that,
only packages that must be produced using these substances for safety
reasons — such lead used in X-ray products — could contain the banned
substances.

The Japanese are currently having a problem with their rice crops

~-beeause of high levels of cadmium in the soil. I will not allow this tc
happen to our farmland. I believe this bill is fair, in that it gives manufacturers
sufficient time to make the necessary changes without losing profitability.

VETS ARE HONORED BY SCRIMENTI BILL

t was my great pleasure during this session

to introduce and guide through the General
Assembly legislation which designates the Erie
County_section of Interstate 90 as AMVETS
Memorial Highway.

The governor signed the measure in July,
making Pennsylvania the sixth state to join the
effort to honor veterans of World War II, Korea
Conflict and the Vietnam War. Ultimately,

AMVETS leaders want the entire length of 1-90,
from Boston to Seattle, to be designated in honor
of the soldiers of those wars.

I have worked with state and national leaders
of the AMVETS organization since last fall to
rename the highway. It is my hope that this
special designation will help to educate our young
people and remind all of us of the bravery and
sacrifice of our nation’s soldiers.

EXPANDED SERVICES

BETWEEN 9 A.M. ANDE NOON AND 1 P.M. AND 5 P M

useful service for area resmients I have decided
to continue the program.
The office is in the I

n. I will be available during that time

9 :  state government
to the people at their convenience. Other
features of this outreach effort include town
meetings, speaking engagements before local

ons and satellite offices at fairs and




CUILI AL/NXVINCG DU L LELDD LAING INGD VA VWAEALIR MIOLINACVE DAIATENENIVND V\IAANI VVELVNNA Y LRI AL B I \F A LANALY LBLVNAS AVAL ARAY = —— === = —— —— —— —— —— —— —— —— ——

GIVING IT BACK TO ERIE COUNTY

s many of you are aware, during my first

term in office, rather than take home the
$12,000 pay raise which legjslators gave themselves
in 1987, I decided to give this money to needy
groups and individuals in the 4th District by
setting up a Community Account.

I am very pleased with the success of this
program during 1989 and 1990. So far I have
disbursed $14.660 through this fund. The only
problem with the Community Account is that
the requests have consistently exceeded the

Community Account Update:

available funds. Whenever possible, I have
investigated alternative funding for those I could
not help through the Community Account.

At the bottom of this page, you will find a
questionnaire which asks for your input on the
Community Account donations. Please fill it out,
fold this page so my office address shows, and
return it to me, so we can continue to connect
the money with the most deserving recipients.

Following is an update on money disbursed
from the Community Account during the last
several months.

French Creek Council B.S.A. $575

Iroquois Just Say No Club $300
Drug Education Program

St. Patrick’s Day Festival
Committee $300

Horizon House/Union City $599
refrigerator

Greenfield Twp. Volunteer Fire Co.$479
automatic nozzle

Rep. Scrimenti, third from left, surveys the video cassette
system purchased for the French Creek Boy Scout
Council using money he donated from his Community
Account. With the state legislator are (from left) Earl
Hansen, executive director of the district, and Scouts
Jason Petak, Jason Bizzaro, Brian Conway and Bruce
Conway, all of Troop 151, sponsored by Our Lady of
Mercy Church.

TELL ME WHAT YOU THINK. . .

Corry Crop Walk Fund $300
Jood pantry and soup kitchen
Union City Prom to Dawn $275
compact disc player
Wattsburg Historical Society $700
desk
Community Fireworks

Committee - Lawrence Park $250

= Rep. Scrimenti
Joins Marty Lee,
s director of Hori-
gg{f zon House, to
. : . look over a new
EWAGH ""'!:uj refrigerator do-
o e nated to the
group by Western
Auto in Union City
and by Scrimenti,
using money_from
his Community
Account.

PLEASE INDICATE WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING GROUPS YOU BELIEVE SHOULD BE FIRST
PRIORITY IN RECEIVING COMMUNITY ACCOUNT DONATIONS. (PLEASE CHECK TWO.)

0 SENIOR CITIZENS GROUPS

J YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS (such as Boy Scouts)

[ FOOD PANTRIES
[ CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS AND CLUBS

0 OTHER:

(J NEEDY INDIVIDUALS
O SPORTS GROUPS
J SCHOOLS

J VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT, ETC.
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' EMERGENCY SERVICES REFERENDUM

VOTE n the November General Election Because of the continuing demand for loans,
ballot, you will be asked to vote the fund is rapidly being depleted. You can help
/ for or against a $25 million bond the volunteers who serve you so well by voting
issue, which would be used for a “Yes” on the $25 million bond issue question
loan program for volunteer firefishters when you go to the polls on Election Day in

YES and ambulance and rescue squads. November.

I believe this program would benefit
a large number of Pennsylvania citizens, since
it involves the protection of their lives and property.
Under the existing loan program, the state has
already loaned millions of dollars to fire companies
at low interest rates, enabling them to purchase
equipment and modernize their facilities, something
they found virtually impossible prior to enactment
of the law authorizing this program some years
ago.

REP. TOM SCRIMENTI
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1 Votes to Roll Back Taxes

Story on page 2

Report to the 4th Legislative District

for Our Children

Legislation that | have
worked on this year would al-
low parents to set up a tax-
free savings account for their
children’s college expenses.

Unlike other proposals, this
plan would provide a direct
tax benefit to parents and a
benefit later to their children.

It also does not carry the
financial risks other plans do.
Several states have or are
considering plans which re-
quire the states to become
directly involved in educa-
tional funding programs.

For instance, Michigan has
set up the Michigan Educa-
tionTrust. Parentsinvest astan-
dard amount of money (usu-
ally around $8,000) based
uponthe age of the child and
what Michigan college ex-
penses are expected to be
the year the child is ready for

college.

The state then invests that
money until the child is ready
forschool. Aspartofthe agree-
mentthough, the money must
pay for all four years of school
even if the investments did
not do well over the years.

Many similar plans exist
around the country and are
being discussed in Pennsylva-
nia. But | am concerned that
these programs will be bank-
rupted and end up costing
taxpayers too much. Some of
these programs are being
ended because of these very
concerns. We certainly do not
need another bailout pro-
gram.

My plan provides an incen-
tive to parentsto save money,
but also limits the state’s liabil-
ity in the program.




| supported a measure to re-
peal several state taxes this year
thatwould have unfairly burdened
people.

When the budget was passed
in August, severalnew taxes were
imposed. Many of them would
have been extremely difficult for
people, especially older Pennsyl-
vanians, to handle.

In December, the legislature
and Gov. Casey agreed to re-
peal some of those taxes. The
repeal keepsin place the budget
agreement.

One of the most important
changes protects more than
400,000 older residents living on
small fixed incomes from paying
an average of $201 in state in-
come taxes for the first time since
their retirement.

Had the change not been

made, many senior citizens would
not have qualified for the special
taxforgiveness program. The pro-
gram allows seniors who earn less
than $6,300 a year to not pay any
stateincome taxon thatamount.
The tax repeal returns the state’s

| taxcode tothe wayit wasbefore

| it was altered in the 1991 budget
' agreement.
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Also repealed was the state
sales tax on:

* baked goods;

* some personal hygiene prod-

ucts, such as toothpaste, dental
floss etc.;

* commercial warehouses;

* safe-deposit boxes;

*wages, benefitsand otherpay-
roll items for temporary employ-
ees;

* at-home nursing and home
care.

Itisimportantto note that these
tax repeals were made and the
budget was stitt-balanced:Stit
believe we adequately balanced
the needs of people against what
funds we had available.

Finally, theincome tax dropped
Jan. 1to0 3.1 percent from 3.5 per-
cent. It will drop again in July to
2.8 percent. These decreases
demonstrate my commitment to
you to ensure that the state only
receive the money it absolutely
needs.

Recently, | infroduced legisla-
tion which would allow insurance
companiesto provide affordable
health coverage for employees
of small business.

According to state statistics,
Pennsylvania has 1 million
uninsured people, two-thirds of
whom are employed or a family
member of a working person.

The working uninsured tend to
be employed by small businesses
that cannot afford to offer health
insurancetotheiremployeeseven
if they wanted to.

My legislation would require in-
surance companies to “commu-
nity rate” just as Blue Cross/Blue
Shield of Pennsylvania does.

Community rating wouldrequire
companiesto putsmallbusinesses
of a similar nature into one large

group. By putting a number of

companies into one group, the
cost of the insurance would be
lower than if the insurance was
offered just to one business.
Large group health plans nor-
mally havelow ratesbecause their
risk is spread out among so many
employees. My goalisto create a
similar pool for small businesses.
Community rating has worked
wellfor Blue Cross/Blue Shield. This
legislation would prompt other
health insurers in Pennsylvania to
do the same and it would create
more competition betweeninsur-

ers.
| realize this proposal is not the
panaceatothe growing problem
of health care coverage, but it is
a workable plan that would pro-
vide some immediate and real
relief to people immediately.

Part of the problem for small
businesses is that if one of their
employeesbecomesextremelyill
and incurs high medical bills, the
insurance for the employer goes
up in price astronomically.

We have many smallbusinesses
in this area that would immedi-
ately benefit if this bill would be-
come law.




Many worthy community organiza-
tions need financial assistance to carry
out the projects they offer to area resi-
dents.

As your state representative, | feel |
have a responsibility to support these
groupsand theireffortsinany waylcan.
Often times, it is with a donation of
money. Other times though, and some-
timesmoreimportantly, itis with a dona-
tion of time.

The money comes from the commu-
nity account | created when | was first
electedin 1988. | donated the pay raise
lawmakers voted themselves in 1987 to
community groups.

Below is a listing of community groups
| have donated time and/or money to
in 1991. | encourage you, if you aren’t

. already, to become involved in one of

these or the many other activities in our
areaq.

Harborcreek Chapter of AARP #4434 $400 - equipment purchase

Corry Area High School $300 - St. Patrick’s Day festival benefitt ing Corry Memorial Hospital
Greene School Association $400 - playground equipment

Eastlake Jaycees $500 - youth fishing program

Wright Street Elementary School $250 - summer water safety program

Erie County Fire Safety House $250 - equipment purchase

Union City Area School District $100 - Students Against Drunk Driving program
Corry CROP Walk $300 - fund drive to fight hunger

Concerned Citizens Against Sour Gas Wells $300 - litigation costs

Corry Manor Nursing Home $200 - National Nursing Home Week festivities

Prom to Dawn Parent Committee $300 - Union City School District Prom program
Lawrence Park Tri-Community $250 - July 4th celebration

Lakeview Charity Pro-Am Tournament $150 - benefitting Make-A-Wish program
Greater Erie Chapter of American Red Cross $250

Boy Scouts of America - French Creek Council $200

Mary B. Ripley Park Fund $200 - park benches

Corry Communications C.B. Radio Club $500 - Lyle Hotchkiss Benefit
Harborcreek Food Pantry $850 - Christmas food distribution

Corry Food Pantry $850 - Christmas food distribution

St. Boniface Food Pantry $400 - Christmas food distribution

Rep. Scrimenti lends a hand with the Haborcreek Food Pantry (right) and the Corry Food Pantry (left)




Help You With . ..

* Processing drivers’ licenses and related forms with
PennDOT

* Handicapped plates and placards
* PACE cards

* Citations from the House of Representatives for
outstanding local accomplishments or family
milestones

* Property tax/rent rebate applications, problems or
questions

* Copies of birth and death certificates

* Problems iwiih the Department of Public Welfare

* Requests for literature

* Complaints or questions about the utilities and the
Public Utility Commission

* Consumer complaints

* Difficulties cutting through red tape with
state agencies
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Help me stayintouch ontheissuesthatconcernyou
most. Pleaseread through thislist, mark the appropri-
ate subjects and drop this card in the mail. With your
cooperation, | can update you on the legislative
action in Harrisburg.
What State Issues Concern or Interest You?

___ Arts and culture

___ Small business

___Children and youth programs

__Economic development

__Basic Education

__Higher Education

__ Environment/Ecology

__Illegal drugs

__ Hunting

__ Farming/agriculture

__Fishing

__ Industry/manufacturing

- Insurance (auto)

___Insurance (health)

__Labor and unions

__ Liquor control

__ Mental Health/Mental Retardation

__ Neighborhood/community development
___Programs for older Pennsylvanians (seniors)
___Property tax reform

__State tax reform

__ Road and highway funding

___Mass transit

___ Wetlands protection

__Women’s issues

__ Other

Name

Address
City Zip
Telephone number

State Representative Tom Scrimenti
House of Representatives
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0028
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