
Speech for Crop Walk

Today you embark upon a journey, a journey of

unselfish dedication for those less fortunate. Those

whose lives will be enhanced immeasurably in terms of

the basic essentials of human existence: food, water,

sanitation, training and emergency help when needed.

As a public official who everyday, must deal with the

government response to these needs, one comes to the

realization..that there isn't enough, particularly in today's

climate ot) tet those less fortunate fend for themselves.

So it's particularly gratifying to see so many people and

especially young people, who have taken the time to join

in this CROP Walk today.

Believe me, os a society, we are at a crossroads, a

crossroads that is rapidly changing the terms of the state

and federal government contracts with the most needy

and vulnerable among us. Many will say that welfare

abuses were virulent and something must be done, and

perhaps so. But I fear we are going way beyond the



necessity of clearing away the abuses, and now have

Ieft, and will leave, many deserving people, mostly

women, children and the disabled without the benefit of a

government safety net. So today your efforts are

magnanimous, ?h act of selflessness that needs to be

commended because volunteer efforts such as yours are

much more necessary. The needs of so many can only

be fulfilled by ever increasing efforts of private citizen

volunteers such as this CROP Walk and the other such

generous acts from within our communities.
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