
Rep, Tongretti Remokrs

Ft . AI IeN VFD

0ct, 10, L992

(UsuoI Greetings ond Acknowledgements)

I wont to thonk you for you r

generous invitotionr voul good compony/

ond for the del icious dinner thot surely

deserves to be colled o bonquet,

It is o bonquet in every woYr ond

0n oppropriote tribute to the l,nen 0nd

lvot'nen who mo [<e up the Fo rt A I l en

Volunteer Fi re Deportment,

Vo I untee r ism i n gene ro 1, ond

volunteer fi re cotttponies in p0rticuLor,

hove deep roots in Americon history thot

of our stote.
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Those who mointoin the trodition of

volunteerism, , , yvho work with our

schools, youth progroms, civic

ossociotions, chorities, ond our

volunteer fi re componies, ore the

bedrocK ond foundotion of our

cotnntunities,

They don't often moke the newspoper

heodl ines, 0r^ get interviewed on TV, And

in the hust Ie ond bust Ie of everydoy

I i fe, thei r services ore often

overlooked by the overoge person,

But thoV, the volunteers, ore the

ones who moke the good things hoppen in

our cotnlnunities, 0t greot socri fice to

themselves, And they deserve every

ttteosure of recognition our cotnlttunities

con offer,
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AI I of our volunteer service

orgonizotions 0re fulfi I I ing importnont

needs, but none regulorly risk I i fe ond

inj ury for the soke of thei r neighbors

os you do,

Becouse of thot, ond becouse of the

enormous sums volunteer fi re colttponies

sove the toxpoyers of Pennsylvonio, the

interests of coltlttunity fi re ond rescue

orgon izotions occupy 0 high priority in

the Gene ro I Assemb I y ,

Eoch session, dozens of legislotive

p roposo I s 0 re i nt roduced to odd ress

i ssues ond p rob I ems o ffec t i ng

orgonizotions l ike yours,
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This session, there ore rnore thon

30 bills ond resolutions involving

volunteer fi re ond rescue operotions,

ond thot's more thon olmost ony other

subj ect cotegory I isted in the

Ieg is lot ive index,

0f cou rse, vve con o lwoys do more/

ond shou Id do more, but I bel ieve the

Iegislotive record on behqlf of

volunteer fi re cornponies hos been

commendob I e ,

And the fi re componies here in the

57ffi District hove been in the forefront

of odvoncing thot record.

The stote loon progrom for fire ond

emergency services originoted here in

the 1970s under the sponsorship of my

predecessor, Amos Hutchinson.
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I've worked to sponsor ond support

effo rts to imp rove the p rog rotn I i ke lve

did in 1990 by increosing the moximum

Ioon omounts for nelv fi refight ing

ond emergency vehicles,

We've worked ond cotnpoigned for the

stotewide bond referendum to enlorge

the low-interest loon fund so thot more

volunteer componies could quoI ify for

ntore ond lorger loons,

As o result of these octions, Iocol

volunteer units novv con borrow up to

$200,000 of 2 percent interest to

modernize ond expond their focilities

ond equ ipment ,
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Another odvonce for fi refighters

thot originoted here is House Bi I L 577

Thot bill is 0 proposol I introduced ot

the request of locoI volunteers to

permit the use of f i ref ighter rel ief

funds for heolth ond fitness progroms,

i nc I ud i ng fi tness evo I uot i on ond

lnonitoring,ond to purchose equipment

for the progroms.

Thot bi I1 received overwhelming e

opprovol by the House l0st M0rch but hos

been lodged in the Senote like o lot

of other good bills ever since.

The Generol Assembly olso possed

Act 46 this yeor, o bi I I thot perntits

the stote fire cotnmissioner to recognize

fi re troining certificotes issued bv

4

other stotes.
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Th i s con he I p the rec ru i tment

problems fire componies foce by ollowing

experienced people who tttove here from

out of stote to become oct ive

fi refighters in thei r nelv cornrnun i t ies

right owoy,

There ore mony other topics of

concern to fi refighters thot 0re sti I I

being worked on in Horrisburg,

I ssues such os he I p i ng finonce

hozordous moteriols incident troining

ond equipment, , , ond seeing to it thot

whi Ie our f i ref ighters get the troining

they need, the requ i rements don ' t ploce

so much of 0 burden on individuols thot

they ore deterred from joining uP,
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As I fin ish, I 'd l i ke to get bock

to th is motter of recogn i t ion for

volunteer service thot I mentioned

eorlier,

Though nlony rnoy not be owore of it,

vi rtuol Iy everyone in Pennsylvonio is

dependent on volunteer fi refighters ond

rescue squod members for their sofety.

Even those I iving in cotnntun i t ies

served by poid services wilI certoinly

trovel thourgh 0re0s of the Commonweolth

thot ore protected by volunteers,

I t ' s essent io I thot the stote work

os closely os possible with our

ded icoted volunteers to cont inue thei r

t rod i t ion of provid ing the best poss ible

fire ond rescue services.
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I t's o foct thot the 57ffi

Leg is lot ive Dist rict represento ive ond

i ts fi refighters hove provided the

leodership in thot effort.

Thot's been our legocy to the 5000

or more volunteer fi re componies oround

the stote ond the comtttun i t ies thot

depend on them,

I con't think of o tnore voluoble

cont ribut ion thon thot, the one you've

mode, to the people of Pennsylvonio,

And with your help, os your

representotive, I intend to continue it.
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