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(UsuoI Greetings ond Acknowledgements)

It's o pleosure ond o genuine honor

to odd ress so d ist ingu ished ond

publ ic-spi rited 0n orgon rzation 0s the

Kiwon i s ,

The people of Pennsylvon io depend

0 greot deol 0n voluntory ossociotions

for the socioI feI lowship they provide

ond for the publ ic Services they render

to thei r cotntnunities.

And n0 orgon :zotion is better

suited to those purposes 0r does more to

put those ideols into proct ice th0n the

Kiwon i s ,
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It's becouse of their interest in

publ ic service thot the members of

Kiwon i s of ten occupy pos i t i ons of

leodersh ip in thei r cornlrtun i t ies ond i ts

i nst i tut ions ,

And none of our institutions is of

greoter importonce thon our schools ond

the educotion they provide for 0ur

children -- yours ond tttine,

Thot ' s whY I lvont to to I k, to You

obout educot ion i n Pennsylvon io, i ts

costs ond i ts resu I ts ,

Mony of you hove bus iness

bockg rounds, So you understond the

longuoge of Cost-benefit ono1ysis,

And so did the young c01 lege

groduote I heord of who went home with

h is f ionce to meet h is futu re wi fe ' s

porents for the first time,
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t^l ith the job morket the vvoy it iS,

this nelv grodu0te,,,0 business ntojor,,,

hod only one job offer, ond not o very

good one of thot,

" I spent $100,000 on tny doughter's

educot i0l'1, " the fothe r fumed, " ond you

Wont to nto rry her on 0n income of

$10,000 o yeor!"

"But s i r, " so id the young tnon,

"thot is 10 percent on your investment,"

}r|e I 1, mony of ou r toxpoye rs o re

hoving the Sorne kinds of thoughts 0S the

fother did obout their educotion

i nvestment ,

I t ' s su re IY on expens ive

proposition, Almost holf our stote

budget, , , the biggest sin9le item in the

budget . , ,goes to educot ion ,
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Combining federol, stote ond locol

doI Iors t,ve spend obout $11 bi I I ion

dol lors 0 yeor for elementory ond

secondory educot i0n , , ,obout $61 600 per

student,

Yet, whi 1e Pennsylvonio ronKs neor

the top in per student expenditures ond

We poy our teochers tnore in combined

solories ond benefits thon ony stote in 10

the count t V, the lneosu res of ou r 10
+

SChOolS' PerfOfmonce 0fe diSmOl,, ,3rd in

ilIitefocy,,,45th in SAT SCofeS.,,I{6'th

-- otl-"-to-ffi;,ond

WE gwor6 the hishest in schoolre

st ri kes ond the number of students

offected by st ri Kes ,

CIeorLy, we con no longer blome our

Schoo I pe rfo rntonce p rob I ems on 10ck of
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hlhile it will olwoys be true thot

our schools lttust be odeQuoteIy funded,

it is equol 1y certoin thot increosed

funding olone wi I I not guorontee

imp roved resu l ts ,

0ur problems go much deeper thon

thot ond coI I for net,v ideoS, , , bold nevv

i deos ,

And mony of these ideos o re

ettterg ingr not j ust in Pennsylvon i0 but

in v0rious woys ond in v0rious Dl0ces

o round ou r count rY,

I 'ln SU re mony of you hove Seen the

stories in the post few Weeks of the

president of YoIe UniversitV, 0 rnon

nomed Benno Schmidt, ond h is cotning

retirement from his prestigious post 0t

one of our f inest universities.
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He's leoving to heod whot is colled

the Ed i son P ro j ect, o p 10n to c reote 0

n0t iont,uide choin of privote schools to

compete with the public school system,

Twe lve stotes o re novv of fe r i ng

p0 rents sotne fo rm of cho i ce w i th i n the

public schools ond one city -- MilwouKee

is novv provid ing kids who quo I i fy

econolnicol Iy with vouchers to ottend

privote nonsectorion schools,

As ;1ony of you know, I o1x o sponsor

of the school choice bi 1I to provide the

Some k ind of opportun i t ies to

Pennsylvonio's porents ond Schoo1

children,
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Thot bi I I vvos turned down in the

stote House lost December on

constitutionol grounds, even though it

is cons istent wi th the k inds of publ ic

suppo rted school cho ice pr0g rolns th0t

routinely operote of the leve1 of higher

educot i on ,

Progroms I i Ke PHEAA loons ond

gronts thot ore g00d of ony col lege in

Pennsylvoni0, federol PeII gronts, ond

the G,l, BilI of Rights thot is hoiled

0S the greotest odvonce in educotion in

this century,

Despite lost Yeor's sethock, I

believe school choice is still very much

oI ive ond is 0 trend thot wi I I

occe 1e rote ond re i n fo rce 0 numbe r of

other needed reforms of the educst ion

system,
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Some of the other ideos thot I

believe deserve considerotion ond wider

opplicotion include proposoIs Such 0s:

The Mognet Schools thot 0re 01re0dy

in USe in Sotne 0re0s of the stote, These

schools offer educotionol opportunities

for k ids outs ide thei r neighborhood

schools, especiol Iy in Speciol ized 0reos

of educotion. The use of Mognet Schools

should be significontly exponded.

Decent ro Lizot i on ond l oco I

outonomy, The more SChoOIs ore freed

from needless Controls from outside the

schoo I sett i rtgr such os the stote

bu reouc rocy .,, Jllondotes ond

odmin iSt rOt ive overheOd , , , the freer

educotion professionols ore to orgonLZe

thei r progrom effect ivel Y,
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Expond ing loco I cont roI u'tou Id

enhonce the professionol ism of teoching,

ond expond the power of porents ond

school boords to control school policy,

Act 195 Reform, PennsYlvon io hos

led the not ion in st ri Kes by teochers

ond school employees ond in the number

of students offected by strikes since

Act 195 went on the books in 1970,

I beI ieve enough t ime hos elopsed

ond enough experience hos occumul0ted to

demonst rote the Act's weoknesses ond the

need for lnojor chonges.

There is no reoson th0t ony st0te

wh ich poys i ts teoche rS 0S we I I 0s

Pennsylvonio, should olso hove the leveI

of confl ict Pennsylvonio hos in its
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I t isn ' t necesso ry to st rip

Pennsylvonio school teochers ond school

etnployees of leg i t imote ernployment

rights,,,for from it.

But experience hos shown too tnony

instonces of privi leges thot hove been

obused , , ,porents ond s t uden ts

d isodvontoged ond left poy.terIeSS to

C0rry on thei r I ives, , ,ond cotntnunities

rent wi th conf I ict ,

I f these reforms hove o fomi I ior

ring to those of you wi th o bus iness

bockgroul'ld,,,the bene f i ts of

competiti0r1, providing p0rents with

Consutner choice in educot ion,

decentrol ized outhoritY, lobor

reforln,!,it's becouse the Competitive

morket is the model for mony of the

chonges thot ore Proposed,
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And i t 's on ocknowledgement thot

the stote monopol y on educot ion is not

meet ing the needs of toxpoyerS,

students, p0rents, ond the society 0t

10 rge ,

Indeed, peoPIe from the business

colttlnunity provide the core leodership

for the movement thot is odvocot ing

these refo rttts .

And not, os the opponents of

refo rm Wou I d hove you be I i eve, 0

col lection of fi re-eoting reI igious

Zeolots who 0 re out to sh red the

constitutionol seporotion of church ond

stote, Not of oII,

In the finol onolysis, though, our

primo ry conce rn shou Id hove but one

focus: our Kids,
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The stokes for our children ore

s imp 1y too g reot .

I t is thei r future, thei r

I ive I i hoods, ond the soc iety they wi I I

inheri t thot wi I I be 0ffected by the

policies vve ltto!(e.

}'lhich is why oI I of our PoI icies

ond certoinly 0ur educotion pol icy

should be deemed not so much

"pro-busineSS" 0r "pro-te0cher union"

or pro-onything else, but trulY

"pro-chi Idrell , "
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