
Rep , Tong rett i Remo rks to

Spo rtsmen G roup, 3/8/92

(UsuoI Greetings ond Acknowledgements)

I wont to thont< You for Your verY

k ind ond generous invitotion ond the

opportunity to del iver 0 few rernorKs

thot I hope wi I I be of interest,

I wont to soy of the outset thot rny

Current experience in outdoor Sports is

I imited pretty much to the g0If course

ond 0n 0cc0s iono I softbo I I gonte 0t 0

church or club Picnic,
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And while I'tn not on octive

p0rticipont, I strongly support the

i nte rests of outdoo r spo rtsmen ond

I^Io[T.len ,

I'rn in cotnplete occord with their

desire to conduct their fovorite

oct iv i t ies free of unwo rronted

i nte rfe rence from gove rnment 0 r from

pressure groups who disogree with, or

s impl y d isopprove 0f, those oct ivi t ies ,

Thot goes fo r those who wou I d

ho ross hunters in the field ond those

who would ottempt to infringe 0n 0ur

Second Amendmen t r i gh ts to l<eep ond beo r

0rl1ls,
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I don ' t know of ony g roups thot

currently oppose f ishing, but who l<'notnts.

Some of these onimol rights people 0re

opposed to zoos/ some 0 re opposed to

fo rming methods., So;ne 0 re 090 inst eot ing

meot,

So, it's possible on orgonizotion

could spring up 0ny d0y now/ col I ing

itself "Friends of Fishr " or sontething

similor ond wont you to register your

fishing rods with the sheriff's office, ,

We might smile of thot thought, But

we know there is 0 serious problem, ' , iil

PennsylvOnio Ond elsewhere, , , with hUnter

ho rossment ,

In PennsYIvonio, we hove o Iow

0g0inst interfering with hunters, ond

trye're t^lorking to mol<,e it stronger,
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After the cu rrent Iow wos Possed

obout six or seven Yeors ogo, it t^tos

found i nodequote to ensu re hunte rs '

rights to be free of horossment,

Hunting opponents,,, the "onti' s",,,

could interfere with hunting, wol[<,0long

wi th hunters, moke noise, frighten 0w0y

gorne ond c I o im they t^le re i nnocent I V

go i ng obout the i r own bus i ness ,

A new bi I I int rduced th is sess ion

(H,8, 961) is intended to clorifY the

1otat's longuoge ond close the loopholes

tnot oltow horossers to evode the loyl,

The bill's sponsors teII me its

l onguoge w i I I encomposs eve ry k,nown

toct ic used by ont i-sportsmen interests

ond moKe ce rto i n they poy 0 peno I ty fo r

thei r orrogont interference in IowfuI

outdoo r spo rts .
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And the bi I I wi I I extend the low's

current protection for hunters 0nd

troppers to individuols involved in

other octivities permitted under the

Gome Code such 0s dog troining ond field

triols involving releosed birds,

The bi I I is not^t before the House

Gome ond Fisheries Committee ond is

likely to be reported soon for 0 vote 0n

the House fl oo r ,

So for this session, the Generol

Assemb I y hos possed , , , ond the gove rno r

hos signed, , , Iegislotion on senior

hunt ing I icenses ond boot reg ist rot ion

fees ,
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The hunt i ng I icense chonge wi I I

enoble senior citizens to qu0Iify for

Iower cost senior hunting I icenses

du r i ng the co I endo r yeo r when they tu rn

65 insteod of woiting until thev poss

their 65th birthdoy,

A bi I I thot wi I I do the sonte thing

for senior fishing Iicenses hos possed

the House ond is st i I I in the Senote

where o vote is expected within the next

month or so,

Registrqtion fees for motorboots

were roised this yeor for the f i rst time

s i nce 1963, 0nd the sorne b i I I chonged

the norlle of the Fish commiss ion to the

Fish ond Boot Commission, The motorboot

registrotion fees wi I I now r0nge from

$10 to $20, depending on the size of the

boot,
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Hunter sofetY is o bis toPic this

session, ond there's 0 bill in the House

to strengthen the penolties for shooting

0nother hunter,,,01- sorneone else,,,in

mistoke of gonte.

For instonce, it's o surntlory

offense now when sonteone is shot 0t but

not i nj u red , Thot wou Id become o

misdemeonor offense,

A shoot i ns thot resu I ts i n i nj u rY

or deoth would be elevoted to higher

degrees of misdemeon0r, 0nd 0 negligent

killing would be subject to joil

sentence fo r the fi rst t ime os Iong

os s ix months imP risonment ,

I know t,rre' re o I I conce rned wi th

sofety, It's 0 Very greot trogedy to 0II

t hose i nvo I ved wheneve r 0 hun te r i s

shot,
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And its olwoys something the medio

p I oys up i n o t^toy thot o rouses the

publ ic's ottent ion ond fuels the

movement for more restrictions on

hunting,

Never mind thot o mi I I ion hunters

vle re ou t 0n open i ng do y o f dee r se0s0J1 ,

Insteod the heodl ines procloim, .'0pening

Doy Foto l to Dee r Hunte rs , "

story before you find out oll but one 0r

two t^te re heo rt o t toc [<,s ,

St i I 1, the re ' s eve rY good reoson to

mo ke hunt i ng 0S so fe os we Con poss i b I y

moke it so it will be oround for Your

ch i 1d ren qnd you 1 g r0ndch i Id ren to

enj oy,
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I 'tn su re thot ' s why the new sofetY

rgulotions vlere recently odopted for

tu rkey hunt i ng becouse of the 53

shootins injuries ond 2 fotol ities th0t

occu red I ost yeo r ,

Beginning next foI1, turkey hunters

w i I t be requ i red to weo r 250 squo re

inches of bloze oronge on thei r heod,

bock qnd chest combined, The Gome

Commission tells rne the reguirement con

be met by weoring 0 bloze oronge hot ond

VeSt,

And sto rt i ng i n the sP r i ng of 1995

wi I I be requi red to hove 100 squore

inches (equivolent to o cop or o sosh)

whi Ie they ore rtloving,
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There's no requi rement in the

spring seoson for t^teoring bloze 0ronge

whi 1e the hunter is in o stotionorY

hunting position.

A l though some tu rkeY hunte rs ond

turkey hunting orgoni zolions hove

opposed these requ i rements, they 0 re

os I soid i ntended to P rotect

hunters, And equ0I Iy importont, they

wi I I protect the sport from hormful

publicity,

We oll wont to keep olive the

outdoor sp0rts trodition, t^thether it is

hunting, fishing, tropping or torget

shoot i ng ,

There ore few octivities thot con

motch outdoor sports for bringing

fom i I y membe rs togethe r ond fos te r i ng

respect between the gene ro t i ons ,
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It's o greot woy to introduce Young

people to odult responsibi I ities ond

instill in them 0 love for their noturol

envi ronment,

And the revenues generoted from the

sole of hunting ond fishing equipment

support preservot ion efforts thot

benefit ol I of our people even those

who o re most rod ico I I Y opposed to

the sportsmen' s interests,

I know you o I I wo rk, ho rd to get

thot messoge out to the generol public

ond set the reco rd st rog i ht obout the

contributions your orgonizotions m0ke to

our envi ronment,
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I k,now f rom rny expe r i ence, wheneve r

there's 0n issue in the Iegisloture to

p rotect ou r I ond, wote r ond outdoo r

recreotion resources/ sportsmen 0re

olwoys' involved ond usuol Iy provide the

Ieodership,

So I hope I con he I P You get You r

story out, set the record stroight,ond

be the fo rce You dese rve to be i n

protecting vour Iegitimote rights ond

i nte rests ,

Sportsmen hove eorned thot position

of envi ronmentol IeodershiP, not with

emptV rhetoric but with thei r reol 0nd

continuing contributions of time/ money

ond effort,

il,6,'
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