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Rep , Tong rett i Remo rks

Four H Leoders

Feb . 72, 7992

(UsuoI Greet ings ond Acknowledgements)

I wont to thonk oll of you for your

generous invi tot ion to the 4-H Leoder' s

Kick-Off Dinnef,,, for the fine meol ond

most especiol Iy for the pleosure ond

the privilege of your compony.

It tttony sound routine for o speoker

to soy th is , , , but i t is nevertheless

true.,,thot mere words con't express the

debt of grotitude thot is owed to people

such 0s yourselves. . , the 4-H Leoders of

Westmorelond County,
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To understond whot I meon you need

only open ony newspoper in Americo

todoy, turn on ony television news

p rog rom/ o r scon the cove rs on ony

mogozine rock of the loc0l newsstond,

There you'11 see the results of the

neglect of our notion's chi ldren, , ,0f

their need for c0ring odults,,,of the

exomple thot is missing from so mony of

thei r I ives. , , the exomple thot would

show them whot it ltteons to be 0 loving,

responsible, Iow-qbiding, functioning

odult in todoy's society,

They con' t get th is from o book,

And they su re I y con ' t get i t from o

televis ion set or f rom the movies where

so much of thei r time, ond ours, is
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They con only get it from o living

exomple, on odu I t such os you who is

wi I I ing to socri f ice t iltte, Ieisure 0nd

comfo rt to sho re the i r I i fe

experience. , , thei r ski I 1s ond wisdom

with onother person,

I f you lve re to desc r i be the 4-H

progrorn in writing,,,ill o cotoI0g 0r

course description, , , it would probobly

describe of length the courses offered

i n food ond nut r i t i on, emb ryo I ogv,

culturol diversity , , .01 one of 150

different study oreos,

And, yes, thev ore leorning oI I of

thot, ond it is importont knowledge thot

wi I t serve them throughout thei r I ives,

But olong with thot, they ore

Ieorning obout themselves, . ,whot kind of

person they con be ond ought to be.
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And they ore leorning thot through

person-to-person contoct with you,

hle heo r o I of obout vo I ues

educot ion , , .ond whether i t shou 1d be

tought in our schools, . . ond how it

should be tought,

The foct is, youngste rs o re

teorning volues every doy whether the

schools teoch it or not.

They ore leorning volues from thei r

peers, from the medio, from the

entertoinment industry ond o hundred

d i ffe rent sou rces .

And when they o re unde r You r

chorge, they 0re Ieorning v0lues from

you...even if the moteriol You ore

teoching is cornpletely technicol in

noture ond hos nothing to do with

personol conduct or with 0 form0l system

of bel iefs or ethics,
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I,'le know ve ry we I I how youngs te rs

sook up knowledge ond informot ion, not

just from course moteriol but from their

impress ions ond observot ions of the

people ond events oround them,

And when they're with you, they're

I eo rn i ng obout the techn i co I p roj ect

they're working on ond they're obsorbing

someth ing tttore ,

They' re Ieorning thot here's o

person, ffiv 4-H Leoder, who gets 0 lot of

sotisfoction out of helping others,

And they're soying to themselves, I

could do thot too, ond I will,

They're leorning thot here's o

person who hos the discipl ine to work

hord ond moster o complex skiII '

And thinking, I could do thot too,

-5-

ond I wil].



They' re leorning thot here's

someone who con leod other people to

ochieve gools they didn't think thev

t^tere copoble of reoching,

And think,ing to themselves, I could

be o leoder like thot too,

Mony of you hove hod the 4-H

experience when you lvere kids, so you

know ond oppreciote whot its meont in

you r I i fe , And you wont others to h0ve

the benefit of thot experience, just 0s

you did.

And by poss i ng tho t exPe r i ence

olongr vou ore helping to ensure the

future of the 4-H Progrom,

-6-



At the stote level, we're olso

work ing to preserve ond support the

work of 4-H ond the mony other

cont ri but ions of Penn Stote' s

Cooperot ive Extens ion Service ,

Those of you who heo rd o r reod

obout the Governor's recent budget

proposols know the finonciol restroints

lve ore fsced with,,.not just for 4-H 0r

the Cooperotive Extension progroms. , .but

vi rtuol 1y ocross the boord in stote

gove rnment ,

The stote's record since 1987 hos

been ve ry supportive,,,with

oppropriotions for Cooperotive Extension

Progroms rising f rom $12 mi I l ion in '86

to close $20 mi l l ion lost Yeor,
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For the col'ning yeo r/ the Governor

hos I imited his spending request to 0

1 , 4 percent increose overo I I, wi th

octuol cuts in mony progroms ond the

sottte level of funding 0s lost yeor for

Cooperot ive Extens ion Services .

Among the on I y prog rotns to be

funded of IeveIs higher thon 1ost yeor

in the Governor's budget 0re those for

prisons ond Iow enforcement,

Thot's the result of the neglect lve

os o soc iety hove shown towo rd ou r

children,

And thot's whv the debt of our

oppreciotion for your services snd your

I eode rsh i p con neve r be odequ0te I y

expressed. . ,

Even though I hoPe the colni ng

presentot ions ond 0w0rds, ond these

remo rks, wi I I convey soltte meosu re of

thot grati fr"rde , - tr-



M& AtS 2rl, P,r.
arrrffir-.f

-rtrfr qslc s yty

\4root, VL,o vr^-

ANINaIaM 4, il,^ M/r Su,rnw-
1\

U/v\dts tJ,tt)ilJ'!*\l

1_1 fl\U
& ll O rtt Sl1,qd,[il] 0,u,t* +0,+

SulrcW

WUr4^L

V5 rV]

lab ['^ #t*,e

t\

Gtnoxn b ULlb-"ofr,rk


