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0t h ls

ucked,

t hot

I

il

111183ts839+

int roduced h i os " one of Pennys lvon if, ' s

most upstondin pol tt iclons , "

As he beg0 to pleod h co$e qbout

o hug roc lt 1 Ied from the

B-4128349004;# 3

e qnd j ust mlssed

he id, "If I wos

F

-Ywc q69
Wrns

(ctssrr,I !*-

uId huve n Kllled"'

WeI I, I hcPPen to be I leve thot the

ffv,
p,)

budget outcome thi$ Yeor t^ios

l^ &'
i{ wft{ ffi, Nott

popuIor, cBrtqlnly, but responslble '

And I'rn $ure th t eoch one of Yfl

In you r copoc t ty 0s execut lves qnd 0$

1 eqde rs knows the re 0 re t imes tltnen

unpopulsr, bUt responslble, decisions

ntust be ttlode.

Now thot the dust hos sett I ed on

thi$ $urflrner's events 1n Horrlshurgr oild

-2*
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nour thot the p011tlco1 furor hos dled

down 0 blt, I think 0 cgln1 gnd regsgned

onolysis con be rllode,

Look ing bock 0t those events/ 1 t ' s

lmportont to reol lze thot, over the

po$t $even., eignt Yeors s lnce 1983,

Pennsylvonlo hoS been extfernely frUggl,

1983 vlos the lost Yeor stste tqxes

tltere lncreosed, And S1nce then not only

Ii|lo$ the budset b0 I snced lAl I th n0 tsx

i nc recse$, but tOxes tlte re 0ctu0 I I y Cut

L3 tlmes leodlng uP to thls Yeor'

Durlns thot Perlod, Pennsylvonls

rqnked deod lost out of the 50 stqtes ln

the number of $tote tltorkers per 1000

cltlzens,

AI thoush t^to o re the fl fth I a rgest

$tgtgr, 0ur totol spending rilnl(ed ob0ut

45rd in the country,

-5-
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cD

And 0n1y 11 stotes hove }ower st0te

ond Iocol toxes thon Pennsylvonlo'

Even I^I i th the flsco I oct ions th0t

tltere token thlS yeor, lt'S UnIllqely our

relot ive pos i t ton rlui 1 1 chonge very tnuch '

Evervone who hos fo} Iowed the

events throughout thg countrv knows thflt ,,'.fu

50 othe r stotes tltere loclted ln the Sqrne

blnd t^te utere, And they, too, hove hod to

mol<e the klnds 0f dlfflcult but

r

a

necessory declslons t^te hod t0 rnoKe'
nS

I n foct, even the ney+ Pe rsonq 1

income tox of S,L perCent ls $tlll olttong

the not lon' $ Iowest ,

Keeplng In mlnd thflt ttte ore the

fifth rnost populous stote, con$lderr

pennsylon10's $14 hI I 1 ton doI I0r

budsFt ls less thon c0 I i fo rn I q ' s deflcl t

-4-
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t^to$ thls yeor, Thei r personol income tox

rote is notu 11 Percent,

Our budset for the whole stote is

n01I thqt ul New York clty, Not Nct'l Y0rk

Stote,,, New Yot'k Clty,

Connecttcut finollY Possed its

fl rst personol lncomd tqx I 4,5 percent,

t,lolne's tox ls 8,6 Percent;

lvlo rylond ' s ls 5 pe rcent , New YorK $tote,

4 to 7 ,g percent 
'

New Jersey, uD to 7 Percent, 0h1o

up t0 6,9 percent, West Vtrglnis, from 3

to 6.5 percent 
'

I could go ol1, hut I'rn $urE You

understond, Ille hove been, gnd We sti I I

orer 0 Very flsColly Con$erv0tlve stote,

-5-
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Throushout rnost of the 1980$, the

Commonl.teo 1 th vlos obl e to meet I ts

expendtture needs ond return toxes to

its cltizens with the surPlus revenue$

generoted by 0 steodlly rislng econorny,

The econolny' s g rowth, noweve r/ conte

t0 0n end ln the 10st six months of 1990

when the not I on ylos F I unged 1 nto o

recession -F one thot drostlcol IY

reduced sto te revenues wh l I e i nc reos i ng

the need fo r gove rnmen t o I d to the n

recess ion' $,v lct irns, c? Wffi:.W
With the stote in on economlc vise,

ond w 1 thout 0n I nc reose i n stote toxes

this yeor, lt would hove Deen necessory

to Inoke m0ssive cut$ ln stote psyment$

to schoo I d ist r lcts ond county

governlnent$, , , thereby cous lng

-6-
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substont lo1 increoses tn property toxes

ot the locol IeveI, Vo r,& \VwW \

Even so, the governo r ond the

Generol AssernblY t^lere sble to PUt

together budget cut$ qnd cost sovlngs of

0proxlmotelv $1 ,2 b11I1on bef0re

developing o revenue Pockoge'

I ono other legislotors orgued for

tempor0ry toXes thot ttou Id cover the

rentoln1ng deficlt ond meet the stote's

needs for the current fisCO} V00l r then

outomotlcolly exPlre,

I{e ltrere portiol IY succe$sfuI in

thot 0 portlon of the st0te lncome tgx

( ,3 percent 0r obout $500 mi l I lon) wi I1

be reduced next JuIY L,

-7-
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Ce rto i n su rchCI rge$ 0n bu$ I ness t^l 1 I I

a lso be reduced t^then the econotttv ls

sufflclently improved,

I'rn confldent thot, Just o$ vle dld

in the lg80's, tve will move prolnptlv to

eose toxes 0n consulners ond husiness 0s

the econorny sgoln: begins t0 stlmul0te

nl0re growth ln stqte revBnues,

d-n the mssnHms, progronts for

chlldren ond youth, senlor citizens ond

educot I on t^le re olnong the ch ief

beneflclores ln the nelv budget,

You who o re engqged In vo I untee t:

se rV l ces know thot those l n g reOtest

need of help 0re often the verv voung

ond the very old,

The young ore helped In thls budget

*8-
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speciol Iv torseted $20 nti 1l ion

B-+128349004;#10

Through 0n unprecedented lncreose

-- $Lgg ntll1lon tn school subsldles

ond 0

equlty supplernent for Foorer sch0oI

dlstrlcts,

Spec io I educot lon P rog ronts for

g i fted voungsters ond for those w1 th

Ieornlng disobi 11tles received $108

mt I I lon 1n ner^r funds o ?7 Perrcent

1 nc reose .

The PHEAA scholorship prosront

recelved lts ft fth consecut ive L0

pe rcent 1 nc reose .

Fundlng for county children ond

youth $ervtces utos tncreosed by $58

mi I I ion t0 deol wlth srowlng numbers of

obused snd neglected chi ldren ond th0se

with p[0blems of soci0l development 
'

-9-
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There ore big lncres$es for county

0d0ptlon servlces; for children !,.llth

$pec10l rttedlcol need$; for Fqnti 1y

Preservotion progrorns to help keep

forni I les together;

Fo r $choo I heo I th p rog roffis;

moternol qnd ch i Id heol th;

A port of the clgsrCItte tox will go

toword core for chl ldren whose fomi I les

I 0c k heo I th i nsu Forlce; snd nto re funds

0re opproprioted for mentsl heolth

servlces for children,

the benef l ts 0f the noilon's best

pr0gr0tl1$ for Eenlor cltizens those

funded bv the Pennsvlvonlo stote

Lot te ry ,

-10-
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I,rIe hod to shore up the lottery fund

thls yeor osuinst 0 pendlng $140 rni I I ton

def icit,

Ile did tn0t ond olso |,lere obte t0

expond the el lslbl t lty for senlor

cttlzen prescrlptl0n oid througn the

PACE p rog rotn ,

I won't ottmpt to enuttterote every

ltem 1n the budget, Instesd, I've trled

t0 hlght lght certoln 0reos relot lns to

your lnterests ond those 0f the cllents

you $erve,

Whot con orggnlzot lons lnvolved

wi th humon service needs expect from

future stote budgets?

In the neor*term, tneonlng the next

severol yeors, I would expect o modest

rote o1l growth thot wi I I occornpl tsh

B-4128349004;#12

e
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I ittle rnore thon rnolntolnlns existing

servlce Ievels,

I certoinly don't see the Klnd of

growth ln stqte support thot occurred in

the 70s ond eorly 1g80s,

o exponded fund i ng;

P,/^tJtrffi# 4uffi#- 4
A1 f " ou&v tts lAs

osslstoncer onM econonty

in federol

th0t 0wn I n gove rnment

ond pr e debt,

Thot out look tnoy seent to be

discouroslns, but lt could be 0 p0s1t1ve

development for orgonlzotlons such 0s

you rs ,

*12-
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By thot I meon it lllll reguire on

even greoter effort 1n the v0lunteer

sector te-rnoke up for 0 lowet level 0I

gove r"nment l nvo I vemen t

Thot tnoy be o good thlng 1n mony

uvoysr 0 g00d th lng for vol unteerlsm ond

the rellords 1t brlngs to those who 0re

served ond to those t,tho serve,

And I thinlE people ors resdy to

toke gregter individuol responsibl lty

for the well belng 0f thelr corttrnunliles,

thei r neishborhoods ond whot soes 0n ln

thel r lmmedlqte surroundlngs,

Volunteerlsm hos olwoys been on

essent 10I p0rt 0f the Amerlcon

experlence,

For most of our histol"y, 1t hos

been thq m01n source of help for those

8-4128349004;#14
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In need ond the chlef provlder of

Ee rv l ces to the conttnun i tY ,

hle tnoy we I be foc 1 ns per10d 0f

8-41 28349004;#1 5

I lml ted governttte ou rces ond otr

a

reo I 1 zot ion thot t o re hos ic humon

needs thot con bes isfied by yet

onother gover ment burescrs

Thot's why volunteerism 1s os

lmportqnt t0d0y 0s It hos ever been ond

whV lt wi 11 remoln s0 vitol t0 our llves,

0ccos lons $uch os th ls offe r o

brlef Inoment to reflect 0n the work 0f

vo I untee rs ond 0n the cont rlbut lons t^le

might otherwise toke for gronted,

Thonk you fo r keep i ng thot

trodltion ol lve ond for glvlng tne the

oppo rtun i ty to sho re thot moment w 1 th

you ,

-14-
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