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( Usuol Greet lngs ond Acknowledgements )

Thonk you for lnviting.nt,e here .to

thts g0therlng 0f dlstlngutshed

orgonlzotlons ond lndtvtduoIs t.rho

gene rous I y p rov l de so rnuch of t he

Ieodershlp ond vltolltv to our

cotnntunltles.

I regord our servlce clubs os port

of o constel Iot lon olons wlth our

churches ond schools thot ore ontong

the c0rnerstones of ou r commun tt tesl

chorocter ond st rength,

I know the lnterest in publ lc

servlce seetns to t^tox ond t^lone over tlme

ond f rorn gene rot lon to generot lon .
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But I d reod to th i ntt whot ou r

communiios woulf tie ii[e "- rii^rd-"'wiifrt"

servlces would be withdrown If pubiic

spirited 0rsonlz0tlons 11ke those

represented here did not ex let , - '

I ' m encou roged fo r the fu tu re of

serv lce clubs, however, I see enortttous

support for volunteer 0ctlvltv, , . from

the "Thousond Points of Llght" tnente of

President Bush,.,t0 0ur bl^Jn stote's

Pennse rve D r0g ront tnot encou roges

corntnunlty lnvolvement ontong student$ ond

other volunteers,

And I sense o reoct lon to the

runowoy lndlvlduoltsm,,,some mtght soy

sel fishness, , , thot tlo$ bel ieved t0 be 0

A recent cover sto rY of T ime

rnogoz lne touchecl upon th ls ldeo ,
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chorocterlstlc 0f tne 1980s,
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Colled "Tne Simple Llfe/" it tell<ed

obout the lorge numbers of you.ns iiien find.. ,

wonten who 0re 0bond0nlng Itfe in the

fost lone ond see,king out. the_

t rod I t lons I comforts of home, fornl I y snd

contntunlty,

And how the energ les they mtgnt

hove spent on moklng money ore lnsteod

golng lnto comrnunlty service proJects of

oll kinds,

If thot is truly occurring, it rnii$t

be 0 greot source of sot isfoct ion to

peop le such 0s you rse I ves who hsve tqept

thls troditlon ollve yeor ln qnd yeqr

out,.,t10t becouse 1t lvCIs the populor

thlns t0 do but beccus+ it t+oe.the right

thlng to do,

There's onother reoson why

volunteer publ lc servlce wt I I becolne
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anrl f hflt'q the stote 0f the 0c0n0mv

0nd the cond i t lon 0f pub I ic f lnonce$

everywhere in thls country,,,0t the

feder0l, stote ond locoI levels,

You know from the net,ts thot

PennsVlvottto's in o bod utoy, But

Pennsylvonlo, wi th obout 0 $300 ml I I ion

deflcit thts Y00l', is rel0tiveiy well

off compored with stotes of slrnttor

size,

Collfornio'$ $12 blilion tn the

red th ls yeo r , New Yo rk, rno re thon s 1x

bl l l lon ln the hole,

Mossochusetts, stilI obout o

b1 I I lon shor t desp I te moj or tox

increoses ln the pcst thi'ee 'ieors.

New Jersey's finonces remoln

unstoble ofter tox h t kes thot h0ve Ied

to olmost 0 cltleen revolt in thot

sto te ,
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Even Iittle Moine 1s runnlns o $170

rn1 I I ton defic i t 0nd they hove no!{here

neor the populot ion ond the servlce

requ i rements thot Pennsy I von i o hos ,

A re t,te hov 1 ng these p rob I ems

becouse Pennsvlvonio 1s hodly moncgeC?

Morry-tenp le- ore su rpr l sed t0 know

thot Pennsylvon 10 r0nks de0d I0st ?ct r,o.h

50th -- ln the number of stote employees

ln relotlon to its po$ul.0tlon, ...

There ore fewer sote effiployees in

Pennsylvon 10 notv thon there r{ere ten 0r

f I fteen yeo rs ogo ,

Thot' s probobl y ona of the reosons

why our commonweo I th ronks Sgth a[n0nE

01 1 50 stotes in the ornount I ts clt lzens

poy ln stote ond locol toxes,
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And g00d tl]0nogetrlent ls one 0f the

reos0ns wh y 0u r s t0 te ' s pe rsono I ond

corporote incorne toxes hove been cut in

f i ve ou,t o f t he I os t .seven vAn rs

Indeed, of 2,t percent, the stote, s

personol lncome tox is still lower

thon I t t^los in IgB4 t^lhen I t tlo$ A, 45

percent ond l0wer thon when lt l,{os flrst

enocted ln the e0rlv 1970s desplte ot I

the lnflotlon tre've hod slnce then,

Moybe you solv the s tory I n the

popers the other doy,,,not the one obout

Pennsylvonl0'$ flot lncome tox betng 0

burden to the p00r, of though thot is 0

serlous probletn,

I meon the story obout

Pennsylvonl0's belng ontong the top seven

stotes 1n economlc perforntonce Iost

yeor ond the yeor before thot.
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The rot lngs lvere bosed on the

Commonweolth's business v1to11ty, tts

humon, technol 0g I cq I qnq r i nonc i0 t

resources ond its st0te government

pol icles,

Lhe f'nttom I ine ls thnt

Pennsylvonlo 1s weothering the notiOnol

recesslon better thon 'rnost stotes

becouse of I ts econom lc pol I u i us sttd

pr0grorns, , ,001 iCleS Ond pr0gforng thot

rrrere onty developed over the Iost ten

ye0rs 0r s0.

It Hosn't so long ogo thot, os the

soy I ng goe$, when the ' n0 tton Ls '- scoilollly '

hod 0 cold Pennsylvqnlo got pneurnonl0,

Sure, th lnss o re tough In

Pennsylvon lo becouse of the not iono I

recess lon ,
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But not neo r I y 0s tough 0$ rrl0ny

other stotes ond not neo ri v 0s tough 0s

they would hove been hod - Pgnnsylvonio

not been 0S rltolI monOged 0s tt's been In

recent yeors unde r both the cu rrent ond

p rev I ous gove rno rs ,

You Prouob1Y reudr too, obout the

Phllodelpnlo situotlon, And Just thls

post week in the House lto Pos$ed

Ieg I s Iot ion , , , not to prov lde 0 hondout tt- uo!'/-'
to Philodelphio os lt's been ; il 0e

lnterpreted, , , but to force Phl Iodelphl0

to put lts House In order,

Not one cent 0r one dlme of stote

tox money wtll go to the city government

of Phllodelphlo from this bill,
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Insteod, the Iegislotion perffiits

the c i ty t0 enoct i ts oyln one pe rcent

soles tox ond impose thot tqx on {ts c'dn.--

pe0p1e.

The revenues ro i sed from thot

self-lmposed tox t^llll be u$ed to help

the clty poy off lts debt ond b010nce

t ts budget ,

In foct, lts budget wlll hove to be

bq l urrued ugch Yco rr becouse tho b i I I

o I so c reotes 0 flve-member b00rd t0

ensure the city's revenues ond spendlng

ore ln bolonce 0r they lose stote 01d 
'

In Phi lodelphlo, of the $tote level

ond here In westmorelond Courttvr

government resoulces ore becomlng

lncreoslnely Str0ined, And, 0f CoUrSe,

[n Woshlngton t.lc'v0 got , , ,whot?. . .0 700

fft I I lon dol lor def lctt, They mlght hqve

1r?B-$&90.04 i*10

I

even lost count,
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I t ' s not I I ke the doys l^lhen revenue

shorlng funds lvere flot^tlng_..out-.0f

Wosh I ngton ond the s tote ond I oco I

government coffers tlere overflowlng,

The nell ero of budeetory dlsclpline

we're ln now moy weII be u good thinE,

At leost 1t wl 1 I force $orne choices

obout whot con ond connot be funded ond

r^rhot our reol prlorttles ore,

And o eood thlng, too, lf lt mokes

our cl il zens t0ke 0 ne!{ ond rtlore

opDreclot lve took 0t whot con be

occornpl ishe0 by volunteer sorvlce, And

0t wh0t ls bsinE occontpl tshed by the

servlces of orgonlzotlons I lke yours,
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hJe need those servlces, l4e've

o I woYs needad those servlces, And tt

Iooks I I ke t,.le' I I be need lns them

even tnore thon ever in the lmmedlote

yeo rs 0he0d ,

Thonk you,
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