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( Usunl GnrET r NG s AND Ac rruotntl EDG EMErurs )

TuRut< You FoR INVITING ME HERE To

HELp coMMEMMoRATE THE 25tu Atrtr,r IVERSARy

oF 0prRAT I oN HEnosrART,

TwrNTy-FIVE yEARS, How LoNG AGo THAT

SEEMS, AND HOW MUCH HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED

S I NCE THEN THROUGH TH I S EXTRAORD I NARY

PROGRAM KNowN AS HrnnsrnRr!

HTnOSTART, AS EVERYoNE KNOWS, WAS

olrE 0F THE GnERr Soc I ETy pRoGRAMS LAUNCHED By

Pnrs I DENT Lyuooru JoHNSoN r N THE 1960s .

Somr oF THE Gnrnr Soc r ETY PRoGRAMS

HAVE NoT FARED So WELL, BUT HTaOSTART I S

NOT ONE OF THEM.
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Iru FACT, MANY REGARD IT AS oI\IE oF

JoHNSoN, S GREATEST AND MoST LAST I NG

ACHIEVEMENTS...AND I NEREE WITH THAT

ASSESSMENT.

NoT S I NCE THE ESTABL I SHMEI\T oF TH E

FREE PUBL I C SCHOOL SYSTEM AND PASSAGE OF

CH I LD LABOR LAWS HAS GOVERNMENT DONE AS

MUCH FOR OUR CH I LDREI'I AS HTNNSTART HAS ,

lvlonE THAN A CENTURY AGo , RAL P H

Waloo EmrRsoN oBSERVED THAT THE TRUE TEST

OF A SOCIETY LIES IN HOW IT TREATS ITS

CH I LDREN ,

Wuar wAS TRUE THEt\t I s rRUE Nottl, No

CIVILIZATION CAN PROSPER UNLESS IT DEALS

CONSTRUCTIVELY WITH THE FUTURE AS

PERSOT'I IFIED BY ITS CHILDREN,

YTT, I T CAN BE REASoNABLY ARGUED

THAT CH I LDREN TODAY ARE AMONG THE MOST

DEPR I VED MEMBERS OF OUR SOC I ETY.
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A DISpRopoRTIot'lATE NUMBER oF THosE

WHO LIVE IN POVERTY TODAY ARE CHILDREN,

NnTIONAL FIGURES INDICATE THAT

ALMOST HALF THE MOTHERS OF CH I LDREN

UNDER THE AGE OF 6 ARE WoRKI NG.

MTnTWHILE, WE HAVE A DAY CARE CRISIS IN

WH I CH THE NUMBER OF DAY CARE SLOTS I S

NOT KEEPING PACE TIWH THE ENTRY OF

MOTHERS I NTO THE WORKFORCE.

AeRtr'r, LooKII\G AT I\TATIoNAL FIGURES,

81 PERCENT OF D IVoRCED FATHERS NO LONGER

PAY CH I LD SUPPORT AFTER THREE YEARS .

WHo ARE THE REAL vrcrrrus? THE

CH I LDREN .

IT I S ESTI MATED THAT THREE OIJT OF

FIVE FAMILIES OF WORKIT\IG POOR OR UNEM.

PLoYED HAVE NO HEALTH I NSURANCE. AI,I

EST IMATED 50,OO() CH I LDREN ARE BoRN TO

THESE FAMI L I ES EACH YEAR I N PTTt'jSYLVAN I A,
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Atrro rHE R I sKS HERE, ALTHoUGH NoT

V I S I BLE TO THE PUBL I C AT LARGE , ARE VERY

REAL H I GHER I NFANT DEATH RATES, LOWER

B I RTH WE I GHTS AND GREATER LOt\!G-RANGE

HEALTH R I SKS FOR THE I NFANTS.

WHo ARE THE REAL vtcrrlls? TUE

CH I LDRE[',I .

HraosrART I s Do I NG ITS JoB oF

PREPAR I NG SMALL CH I LDREN AND HELP I NG

THEM TO OVERCOME SOME OF THE

DEPRIVATIONS OF THEIR BACKGROUND.

Auo BECAUSE oF H EADSTART, MANY

YOUNGSTERS ARE WAY AHEAD CF WHERE THEY

WoULD HAVE BEEN HAD HTnoSTART NEVER

EX I STED.

BuT CLEARLY, MLICH MORE NEEDS To BE

DoNE I F wE ARE To MEET EmrRSou's

CHALLET\GE OF THE TRUE TEST OF A SOCIETY.
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Wr 'vr HEARD I T BEFoRE , BUT oNE

HOPES THAT THE 1990S WI LL TRULY BE THE

,,DECADE OF CH T I-DREN,, . . , THE T I ME WHEN WE

F I NALLY BEG I N TO MEET OUR RESPONS I -

BILITIES TO OUR FUTURE.

A ITIo WHEN THAT T I ME ARR I VES , TT

WILL HAVE AS A MODEL AND A GUIDE THE

F I RST 25 YEARs oF HrnosrART,

I wout-o L I KE To rHANK You ALL FoR

THE CHANCE TO SPEAK BEFORE YOU TODAY,

Bur MoRE I MPoRTANT, I woulD L I KE To

THAN K YOU OI\ BEHAL F OF THE STATE

LEGISLATURE, AND THE PARENTS, AND

ESPECIALLY THE CHILDREN OF PTIINSYLVANIA

FOR THE I MPORTANT WOR K YOU ARE DO I t\IG ,

Aruo Now, oN To rHE NEXT 25 YEARs,


