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Apntl 9, 1990

( Usunl GnrETr NGS AND Ao<rrrcwlEDGEMErurs )

As MOST I F NOT ALL OF US KNOW BY

IIOW, TH I S I S THE YEAR OF THE CTruSUS.

Arup I F You'RE oNE oF THosE PEoPLE

WHO RECE I VED THE CTruSUS BuNEAU , S

LONG FORM, YOU 14I GHT BE TEMPTED TO

THINK,,.AS I WNS.,, THAT IT WAS DESIGI\ED

By A coNSULTANT FRoM THE IltrrRNAL RTvENUE

SrnvtcE,

THrv wANT To Kr.{otnt How MANY M I LES

YOU CO|,4MUTE TO WORK, HOW MUCH I T COSTS

FOR EACH OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD L'T I L I T I ES ,

WHAT YOUR NAT I ONAL I TY BAC KGROUND I S .

LIKE THAT.
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By THE TIME You'RE FIUIsHED You

HAVE ENOUGH MATER I AL TO WR I TE YOUR

AUTOB I OG RAPHY .

I,,lHrrHrn You F I LLED our rHE sHoRT

FoRM oR THE LoNG FoRM, I HoPE You ALL

PARTICIPATED II\I THE CTruSUS,

It's GorNG To BE vERY IMpoRTAt'lr ro

US I N MANY WAYS. IT WI LL DETERMI NE THE

R E-APPORT I ONMENT OF THE STAT E

L EG I SLATURE AND THE U , S , CoNGRESS ,

IT ALSo HELPS THE STATE AND FEDERAL

GOVERNMET\T ALLOCATE RESOURCES FOR

GOVERI{MENT SERVICES, INCLUDII\G SEI?VICES

TO SENIOR CITIZENS.

Oun CURRENT DATA EST I MATES THER E

ARE 1. ,7 M I LL I0N pEopLE I N PTTNSYLvAN I A

WHO ARE AGED 65 AND OVER, AND THAT WE

HAVE THE SECOND HIGHEST SENIOR CITIZEN
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PoPULATIoN AFTER Ft_oRIDA,

lvloNEOVER, THE NUMBER OF SEN I OR

CITIZENS It\ PTruNSYLVANIA IS GRoWING

-MoRE THAN B P E RC ENT B ETWEEN 1 98 0

AND 19BZ,

As ASToN I SH I NG AS I T MAY SEEM, TH E

NUMBER OF PTruNSYLVAN I ANS 85 AND OLDER

JUMPED BY 67 PERCENT DUR I hIG THE LAST

DECADE.

THRU rs ro ouR srATE L orrERY ,

PTXNSYLVAN I A HAS PERHAPS THE BEST ARRAY

OF SERVICES FOR ITS OLDER CITIZENS THAN

AI\IY OTHER STATE IN THE NATION,

Ar-r- oF You No DoUBT ARE FAMTLIAR

W I TH MOST OF THESE PROGRAMS PA CE

PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE. .,PROPERTY TAX

AND RENT REBATES FOR SEN I OR

CITIZEI',IS,.,REDUCED RATES FOR PUBLIC

TRANSPORTATI O[I ., . I NFLATI Ot\I

A
OW
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DIVIDENDS.,.REDUCED COSTS FOR AUTO

REGI STRATIONS. , . SENIOR CITIZEN RATES FOR

HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSES,..THE

SERV I CES OF AN TN AETNC I ES ON AE I NE , , , ANI)

THE STATE CAB I I\IET-LEVEL DEPNNTMENT OF

AGING,

IunrrD, PTITNSyLvANIA IS NATIoNALLy

RECOGN I ZED AS A LEADER I t\ PROGRAMS AI.ID

SERV I CES FOR SEN I OR C I T I ZENS AND OFTEN

HAS BEEN WR I TTEN UP I N NAT I ONAL

PUBL I CAT I ONS FOR I TS RECORD ON THE I R

BEHALF.

THr CoMylot\wEALTH's GENERostTY

TOWARD I TS OLDER PEOPLE I S ADM I RABLE I N

EVERY WAY AND STEMS FROM OUR DEEPEST

CONV I CT I ONS .



-5-

Ir sHouLD sURPRISE t\to oNE THAT ouR

STATE CARES ABOUT I TS OLDER C I T I ZENS .

PTUNSYLVAT\I IA,S CULTURE IS DEEPLY

ROOTED I N THE VALUES OF THE EunOPEAN

I MM I GRANTS WHO CAME HERE TO WORK I N I TS

M I NES AND FACTOR I ES AND WHO CAR R I ED

WITH THEM THE TRADITIONS OF FAMILY...AND

RESPECT FOR THE AGED.

THoue u oFTEN LACKI t\G I N EDUCATI oN,

THEY WEL L UNDERSTOoD THE CommnNDME NT ,

"HoNoR THY Farurn AND THy MorHER, "

As WITH ANY OTHER AREA OF ACTIVITY,

HOWEVER, THERE ARE LIMITS TO WHAT }\lE CAN

D0 , Atrtu G IVEN THE coND I T I0N 0F THE srATE

LOTTERY FUND AND LOTTERY REVENIJES, WE

ARE APPROACHIT'IG THOSE LIMITS,

WT MUST I(EEP THAT I N M I ND AS WE

WOR K TO DEVELOP NEW I I.I I T I AT I VES FOR

SEl.I IOR CITIZEI.IS,
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I rNotnt I'vr HAD To BE MINDFUL oF

THAT WITH A BILL I,M INTRODUCING TO HELP

SENIOR CITIZENS KEEP THEIR ELIGIBILITY

FOR THE PACE PRESCRIPTION PROGRAM,

THIs BILL WOULD EXEMPT RECENT

Soc t Rl SrcuR r ry c0sr 0F L r vr NG r NcREAsEs

FROM BEING COUNTED AS INCOME TO DETERMII.IE

IF A PERSON IS FINANCIALLY ELIGIBLE FOR

PACE BEt\EF I TS .

I,VE HAD NUMEROUS CONSTITUENTS

COMPLAIN, AND RIGHTLY SO, THAT THEY

NO LONGER OUAL I FY FoR PACE SOLELY BECAUSE

OF COST OF LIVING INCREASES IN THEIR

Soc t Rl SrcuR I TY cHECKS ,

THoueH MY BILL t^toulD ALLow rHEM To

CONTINUE II\I THE PACE PROGRAM, IT WOULD

NOT STRAIN THE LOTTERY FUND. IT WOULD

NOT EXPAND ELIGIBILITY, BUT WOULD SIMPLY

RESTORE I T To THOSE WHO,VE BEEI\ UNFA I RLY
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REMOVED FROM THE PROGRAM,

I wnlrr ro BR I EFLY MENT I oN O OTHE R

I MPORTANT MEASURES THAT SHOULD BE OF

INTEREST TO YOU,

OvTRCHARGE MrasuRE oR , As tntE cAL L I T ,

MOTVI . THIS BILL, ALREADY APPRoVED BY THE

HOUST, WOULD RESTR I CT MED I CARE CHARGES

TO THE AMOUNTS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

HAS DETERM I NED TO BE PROPER FOR VAR I OUS

TRHATMENTS AI\D SERV I CES .

IT,S ESTIMATED THAT l TnICARE

PAT I EIITS PAY M I LL I ONS OF DOLLARS ABOVE

THE PRE.DETERM I NED RATES FOR THE )/Vry

ig0
TREATMENTS THEY RECE I VE , , , At\D lvl0lvl WoULD

PUT A STOP TO IT.

Tn HER IS T Fam t lv AND [vlrn I cAL

Lrnvr Acr, w CH

pu'

47
q8(

Ulr*
ir-,

W

VOTING IN A F W WEEKS,

Housr t,lrLL BE

0rvr oF THEsE I s rHE lvlrn I cAR E

I
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A lAhl THAT .ll-i51 T00K EFFECT LAST

YEAR HAS A!-READY BEEN I]SED BY TI.IE STATE

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, IT IS THE OLDER

ADULTS PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT.

ABUSE C)F THE EI-DERLY I S A SER I OUS

PROBLEIV|, BIJT OFTEN A HINDEN OI'IE. TOO.

SADLY, THE ELDERLY ARE EASY V I CT IIVIS

BECAUSE THEY ARE ()FTEN I]EPEIIDEt\IT CN

OTHERS FOR T[.IE I R DA I LY NEEDS .

THE OLDER A]]UI-TS PROTECT I VE

SENV I CES ACT SH I ELDS l^II1 I STLEBLOI^/ERS FROM

LIABIIITY AND RETALIATIt)N, AI'ID IT

RESU I RES SPEEDY I NVEST I GAT I ON OF

SLJSPECTET) CASES (]F ABUSE. SEVERAL

IIURSING HOIVIES HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATED

TH I S YEA R FOR POSS I BI.E ABIJSE TINDFR TI.IE

PR0V I S I0NS 0F THE NEll/ LAl,\r ,
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TIIE SAN TH I NG I S THAT ABUSE OF T[.IE

ELDERLY I S SUCH AN UNDER-REPORTED

PROBLEI\1, TI.IE (,OON TH I NG I S TIJAT TI-IE

STATE HAS RECOGNIZED THIS At\D IS FIOI^I

BE I NG I"IUCII I4CP.E ACGRESS I VE I N I TS

I NVEST I GAT I [)I\IS ,

ANOTHER B I LL I NTRODUCED BY AI-I-EI'I

KUI(OV I CH I S Ot\E TIIAT hIOI.JI-D REV I SE

PENNSYLVANIA'S GUARDIANSIJIP t.At,i . THE

CU RRENT LAI^I A I. I-01{S (] LDER PEOPL E TO FE

STRIPPED OF THEIR BASIC RiGIITS TIIE

RI GHT TO VOTE, t\,lARRY, CH(:)OSE WHERE TC|

LIVE W I TI{OUT TI]E BEI'IEF I T C)F L-[GA t-

REPRESENTATION AND l,\|ITI]OUT A RESUIREIVIENT

THAT THEY BE PRESEI,IT AT TIII I F C}l^II\I

GUARDIANSHIP HEARING.

AFTER A PERSON IS DECLARED

I NC0MPETENT, THERF I S I\10 lvi0li I T0R I NG

SYSTEM TO IqAKE SURE THAT THE GUARD i AN i S

Dt)ING HIS TASK l^lFLL FI'IC[JGl.i .
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IF THF. I'IEI.I BILL IS PASSED IT I^IOULD

PTRlVlIT LIIVlITED GUARDIAI\ISI.iIP FOR PEOPI-E

lllHO I-IAVT SPECIAL NEEDS BUT GENERALLY CATI

STILL CARE Ft)R THEIvlSELVES, AND IT \,.ICIJI-D

REOU I RE GUARD I ANS TO F I LE REGULAI1

REPO RTS l^l I TH TH E C(] LIRT ,

I'I\1 SURE ST 0l= YC)U Kt\i0l^l ABOUT THE

PACE PROGRAIV| ESCRIP ASS I STANCE

C()NTRACT FOR THE ERLY, SINCE IT

STARTED SEVERAL

/ l

C)NE OF TIIE

P(]PUL AR. C)GRAI4S,

(]N JUI-Y 1,

]] I SPENSED THROU

UNLESS THE

A BRAND.NAIVIE DRUG.

AJ

g

TATE'S MOST S CCESS TU L ANI)

I T I.iAS BEEN

PACI PROGRAIVI,

EABS A

TH

NEl,,l I.Al^l TOOI( [I=FICI'

}\,HICH RF-A[' IRES THA ERIC DRUGS BE

T()R SPEC I F I CALLY ASKS FOR

P /we|'tr (p,n et r/ r/*rou,tt, y
C,/-,

I

rl

t/n

-RT Uru r)/t (ftk {*

e

ild
Rcl l't't

l,/)

LU
,yw{"u

ffi"Zfout

t /L-
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TIIESE GENERIC DRUGS ARE EXACTLY TIJE

SAtVlE AS THE BRAND-NAIVIE EOUIVALENTS, BIJT

MUCH CHEAPER, AS A RESULT, \'OIJ I.IIL.I, GF.T

THE SAME MEDICIT'IF. ANN THE STATE 1,(It-I

SAVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS EACt-I YEAR, AI'ID

HELP TO ENSURE THAT THE PACE PROGRAIV!

REMAINS FINANCIALLY IIEALTI-IY,

HOWTVER, C|IVIE SENIOR CI ENS tr^ll-|O

USED TO TAKE PART T["1 A CE P Rt)G RAIVI t\IC

LONGER CAN, BECAUS E C(]ST.OF.I-IVIt\IG

ADJUSTMENT TO T IR St)CIA SECLIRITY HAS

RA I SED THE I I NCOIV|E BEYOND THE PRC)GRAIVI'S

CUT-OFF PO I I,ITS ,

I][!NFR CLIRR T l-Al^l , R iI.ICC}[18 Nt]ST

BF L.ESS THAII TWEI. I-IOUSAND DOLLARS, CR

F I FTEEN THOUSA IF Yt)II ART IUARIIIED, IN

OR]]ER TO B F I T F Il()I/i TI-IE PA CE P ROG RAlvl .

,Wffi
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A BILL THA I S CllP,P,EI\!TL IN THE

HOUSE I^|OIII.D ALLC
"I 

TI-i iS IN IVIE LIIVlIT TO

B E AD.J U STED tJ PhI RD I.I YL.AR, AGAIN

BASED ON THE SC)C I ECURITY COLA. THISL

WILL LET SL:t'l I0 I T I ZENS CONT I NUE TO

RECEIVE THE EFI THAT TI-IEY IJAVE COIVIE

TO COTJNT O

DtdTHERE A RE OTHER BILLS PENDING

IN THE I.IOUSE I^IIlICH ARE NOT SPECIFICALI-Y

RELATED TO SENIOR CITIZEI"iS, BI.JT T[IAT I

TII INK YOU'LL BE INTERESTET} IN,

THE FIRST IS A PROPOSAL T(] EXPAI,iD

TIIE 9- i.1 EIV|ERGENCY TELEPHC}NE SYSTEM TO

ALL OF PENNSYLVANIA. RIGI]T I'IO1,I , IT IS

ONLY AVA I LABLE TC) AB()UT HALF THE STATF'S

RESIDENTS, MOSTLY It'I THE LARCER CTTIFS.

IF l^lE CAN EXPAI{D 9-]-] TO EVERYONE,

THERE l^llLL BE A I{UCll (:RI:ATIR *qAFETY

MARGIN FOR FIRE, P()LiCE, AND AIVIBIJLAI!CE

CALLS,
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E LAST BII-t. I I,IA[!T TC| IVIFNTION IS

ONE THAT WOULD REOU I RE CONSUIvlER COI\ITRACTS

TO BE 1,.lRITTEI'I It! PLAIN LANGUAGE, lV!AI(IIJG

THEIV1 EAS I ER TO READ AND UNDERSTAI{D ,

t\iOT C)I!LY hICtIIL N CC)NTRACTS HAVE TO BI:

I,IRITTEN IN SIIVIPLE LANGUAGE AND AV()II)

COMPI- I CATFD CROSS- REFERENCES , BUT TIIE

TYPE SIZE t'l0uLD IIAVE T0 BE LARGE EI\i0UGH

AND THE I NK DARI( EN0tJGH T0 READ [:A-q I LY,

TH I S l^lOUI-D BENEF IT ALL CONSUMERS,

BIIT ESPECIALLY SENIOR CITIZTIIS, BY

IvlAK I NG I T EAS I ER TO KNOt^l WHAT YOU ARE

ABOUT TO S I GN YOIJR NAIvtE TO ,

I TH I NK I 'VE 'TALI(ED LONG ENOUGI] ,

I]UT IF \'t)[I I,IOUI N LIKE T(:) ASK ANY

OLJESTIONS, I'LL BE HAPPY TC ANSI/IER TII[I'1 ,

YOU CAN GET IVIORF It\FORIVIATI()N AB(]IJT ALL o
TIIE B I LLS I 'VE TA LKED ABOUT I- RC)IVI I\lY

(]FFIC[., TllAt\!K YnU VERY IVIUCH F0R BE]l{G

u!,

,/
r)

(/

rp

SUCH A KIND AUDIEI'ICE,
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,
REP , TI1OI1AS TANGRETT I

RECEfiT LEGISLATION OF II'ITEREST TO ELDERLY

AUGUST 16, 1989

I AM PLEASED TO BE HFRF T()DAY TO

SPEAK I\rl Ttl YOU AB0UT SOME 0F THE I SSUES

AFFECT I NG THE ELDERLY I N PENI{SYLVAN I A

TODAY.

l,,TITH 1,7 MILLION SENIOR CITIZEIIS,

THIS STATE IS SECOND ONt.Y TO FLORIIIA II'I

THE 
'ERCENTAGE 

0F ITS RESIDET|TS I,rU0 ARE

OVER 65, AND THE I'JUI/IBER OF OLDER PEOPLE

HAS INCREASED IN 65 (]UT ()F 67 CC)I.INTIES

S I NCE 1980 ,

BUT UNL I KE FLOR I DA , THE GREAT

MAJORITY OF PEI\!}ISYLVANIA'S SENIOR

CITIZENS HAVE LIVED HERE FOR MOST OF

THE I R L I FE , Yt)U l^lENIT TC SCHC)OL , WORKED ,

AND RA I SF,D YOLIR FAM I L I ES HERE, AND NOW

I

YOU ARE SPEN]] I NG YOUR RETI REMENT HERE .
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TH I S L I FELONG COMIVI ITMENT OF YOURS

I S [^II.IAT HAS tvlADE PENNSYLVAI\!I A A GNEAT

STATE, THE WORK YOU DID IN THE PAST

1^lAS THE FOUNDATI0N 0F THE T0DAY'S

ECONOIVIIC VITALITY.

AND FOR ALL THAT W()RK, Y()I] DESERVE

THE RECOGN I T I ON AND TI]ANKS C)F THE STATE .

SO FAR, THE BEST WAY l,/E HAVE FCIIT\!D (]F

ACKN0I,.ILEDG I NG THE DEBT l^lE C)IllE T0 0tJR

SENIOR CITIZENS I"IAS BEEN T() TI() AtL l^IE

CAN TO ASSURE THEIR FII\!At\!CIAI SECIJRITY

AND GOOD HEALTH,

PRESIl]FI\IT FRAI\IKLII\I DEI-AN() ROt)SEVTLT

PEGAI! THiS CC)tvl]vlITMENT I^IITH HIS NEW DEAL,

AIID IVIC)ST IIV]P()RTANTT-Y hl ITH THE St)C I AL

SECIIR I TY PRCG RAIVI . IIERE I N PENNSY LVAN I A ,

GOVERNOR GEORGE EARL BEGAN THE LITTLE NEI^I

DEAL , I^lH I CH C()P I ED |YANY OF ROOSEVELT'S

PR(](j RAMS AT TIIE STATE LEVEL ,
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THESE PROGRAlllS HAVE (lP,01^lN OVER THE

YEARS, AND NEW ONES HAVE BEEN ADDED TO

HELP SERVE PENI{SYI-VA['! TA'S SEII I()R

CITIZENS. THIS YEAR IS NO DIFFERENT,

THE GENERAL ASSEI4BLY I S CIIRRENTLY

CONSIDERING A NUlVlBER CF BILLS l,\lHICH

ARE OF INTEREST TO SENIC}R CITIZENS, AND

I tr.lOu LD L I KE TO TAKE A FEhI IVl I NUTES I{OW

TO TEL L YOU ABOUT THEIVI ,

THE HOUSE PASSED A NUMBER OF B I Lt S

I N THE CLOS I NG DAYS OF JUNE JUST BEFOP.E

I TS SUIVIMER RECESS , ONE OF THE IVIOST

IMPORTANT WAS THE IVIEDICARE OVTRCI{ARGE

IvlEASURE, BETTER KI\C}I,.Il\! BY ITS INITIAI-S AS

"MOM",

I CO-SPONSORED THIS BILL, l,{HICH

REOU I RES THAT REASONABLE RATES Ft)R I^,ORK

DOI\E BY HEALTII CAP.E PRACTITIONERS BE

ACCEPTED AS PAYIVIENT I t\ FULL FOR A LI."

SERV I CES .
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THESE RATES ARE STT BY TI"II-

FEDERA L GOVERNMENT THROUGH MED I CARE .

ACCORD I NG TO SOy!E EST I IVIATES ,

IvlEDICARE PARTICIPANTS PAY OVER SIXTY

14II.I. ION DOLI-ARS EACH YEAR III EXCESSIVE

COSTS, BECAUSE A SIVIALL MINORITY OF

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS CHAPGES ITCR.E THAt.I

hIHAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNIV|ENT DETERI'lI IIES

IS REASONABLE FOR THE SERVICE.

THIS PRACTICE PUTS A HEAVY BURDEN ON

TIIOSE l^lHO ARE LEAST ABLE TO AFFORT) I T

POOR AND ELDERLY IVIEDICARE PATiEIITS, IT

PREVENTS SOI4E SEN I ORS FROlVl GETT I I\IG

tVlEDICAL CARE WHEN THEY NEED IT, PI.ITTING

THEMSET-VES AT GREAT R.I-qK.

TIIE IVIOM BILL IS INTENDED TO END

THIS UNFAIR SITUATIC)l\i , I I]CPI THAT iT

I^i I LL BE APPROVED OU I CKLY BY THE SENATE

II\! THE FAI.I. SO THAT IT CAN BECt)lViE TIIE

LAt/l 0F THE STATE,
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A LAl^l THAT JUST TOOK EFFECT LAST

YEAR HAS AI-READY BEEN I]SED BY THE STATE

ON SEVEP,AL C)CCASIONS , IT I S THE OLDER

ADULTS PROTECTIVE SERVICES ACT,

ABIJSE C}F THE ELDERLY IS A SERIOUS

PROBLE|VI , BIJT OFTEN A H I DDEN OIIE TCO .

SADLY , THE ELDERLY ARE EASY V I CT I lV,,S

BECAUSE THEY ARE OFTEN DEPENDENT ON

CTHERS FOR THE I R DA I LY NEEDS .

THE OLDER ADULTS PROTECT I VE

SERV I CES ACT SH I ELDS I^IH I STLEBLOWERS FP,OII

LIABITITY AND RETALIATIt)N, AI\ID IT

REQU I RES SPEEDY I NVEST I GAT I ON OF

SUSPECTEN CASES OF ABUSE. SEVERAL

I,!URSING HOIVIES HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATTD

THIS YEAR FC)R POSSIBI-E ABIJSE L,lI,!DER THE

PROV I S I ONS OF THE NEW LAI^J ,
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THE SAD TH I NG I S THAT ABUSE OF THE

ELDERLY I S SUCH AN UNDER- REPORTED

PROBLEIVI. TI"!E (]C)ON TH I NG I S THAT THE

STATE HAS RECOGN I ZED TH I S AND I S NC)l^l

BEiNG I\lUCTI MCP,E AGGRESSIVE IN ITS

I I\VEST I GAT I C)I\IS .

ANOTHER BILL INTRODUCED BY ALLEII

KUKOVI CH I S ONE THAT I^IOULD REVI SE

PENNSYLVANIA'S GUARDIANSIJIP LAl,J . THT

CURRENT LAtr.l AI-I-OI{S OLDER PEOPLE TO BF

STRIPPED OF THEIR BASIC RIGHTS Tt-it

R I GHT TO VOTE , I'!A R.RY , CHC)OSE l^lHERE TC|

LIVE hl I TIIOUT TI{E BEI'IEF I T C)F LE(iA t.

REPRESENTATION AI\ID l^IITHOUT A RESUIREIVIEI\IT

THAT THEY BE PRESENT AT TtlE I R 0l^lt{

GUARDIANSHI P HEARINlG .

AFTER A PERSON IS DECLARED

INCOMPETENT, THERT IS t'IC IVIOI,|ITORING

SYSTEM TO IIAKE SURE THAT THE GUARD I AN i S

DO I NG H I S TASK WELL EIICUGIi ,
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IF THE NE[,I BILL IS PASSED IT WOULD

PERlVlIT LIlvlITED GUARDIAI\ISI-i IP FOR PEOPLE

I/IHO I-IAVT SPECIAL NEEDS BUT GENERALLY CAII

STI LL CARE FC)R THElVlSELVES, A[\TI IT I,{OULD

REQU I RE GUARD I ANS TO F I LE REGULAR

REPORTS WITH TI-{E C(]LIRT.

I 'tvl SURE IVIOST OF YC)U Kt\iOhI ABOUT THE

PA(,E PR(]GRAlvl PRESCR I PT I Ol\i ASS I STANCE

CONTIIACT FOR THE ELDERLY , S I NCE I T

STARTED SEVERAL YEARS AGC, IT HAS BEEN

C}NE OF TI.IE STATE'S IVlOST SUCCESSFUL ANI)

POPUT AR. PP.()GRAI'/IS .

ON JULY 1, A NEW l-Atr^l TOC)K EFFECT

WHICH RESII IRES THAT GENERIC DRUGS BE

D I SPENSED THR(:)UGH THE PACE PROGRAIVI,

UNLESS THE DCCTOR SPEC I F I CALLY ASKS FOR

A BRAND.NAyIE DRUG,
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THESE GENERIC DRUGS ARE EXACTLY TI{E

SAIVIE AS THE BRAND.NAlVlE EOU IVALENTS , BIJT

MUCH CHEAPER, AS A RESULT, Y0tJ l,ll L.t. GET

THE SAIVIE IV]ED I C I t\!T A.ND THE STATE l^l I LI

SAVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS EACH YEAF,, AIID

HELP TO ENSURE THAT THE PACE PROGRAIV!

REMAINS FINANCIALL'i IJEALTHY.

HOWEVER, SC)IV|E SEI'I IOR CITIZEI\IS l^|I-!O

USED TO TAKE PART I N THE PACE PROGRAIVI l\IC

LONGER CAN, BECAUSE THE COST-OF-I-IVII\IG

ADJUSTMENT TO THEIR SCCTAL STCIIRITY HAS

RA I SED THE I R I NCOIV]E BEYOND THE PRC}GRAIVI'S

CUT-OFF PO I IITS .

I]l\!DER CLIP.RENT I-AI4I, YOIJR I NCOIVIE IUUST

BF L.ESS THAII TWELVE THOUSAND DOLLARS, CR

FIFTEEN THOUSAN]] IF YOII ARE IqARRIED, IN

ORDER Tt) BEIIEF I T FROI'i THE PACE PROGRAIVI ,
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A NEI^I BILL I,IHICH I STR0NGI-Y

SUPPORT, WOULD I NCREASE THESE I T!CC}IVIE

LIMITS ANNUALLY BY THE SAlVlE A|VIOUNT AS

THE SOCIAL SECURITY C(][-A,

THIS [,'ICUT-D BENEFIT ELDERLY WHC AP.E

NEAR THE CUT-OFF POINTS. TIIEY I,/OULD l\I(]T

BE PEt\ALIZED FOR GETTING A SLIGHTLY

LARGER SOCIAL SECURITY CI]ECI.(, Al\!I] TI-IFY

CAN CONTI NUE TC GET THE PRESCRI PTI()N

DRUGS THEY NEED AT VERY [.C)I,I CCST T("t THEIV!,

THERE IS SIYIILAP. LEGISLATION THAT

WOULD ACCOIVIPL I SH THE SAI\iE TI.{ I t\(i I N THE

AREA OF PROPERTY TAX At\D RENT REBATES,

PENNSYLVAN I A ()FFERS REBATES OF UP

TO $5OO TO SENIOR CITIZENS C)l\I PROPERTY

TAX AND RENT PAYI\/I'EIITS . TC) OLIA t I FY FOR

THE REBATES YOU YIUST HAVE A I-JOUSEHOt-]]

INCOtvlE OF LESS TI.IA[! $]5,Ot)O,
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A BILL THAT IS CLIPP,ETITLY IN THE

HOUSE WOI.!LD ALLOI{ THIS INCOlVlE LIMIT TO

BE AD.JUSTED IJPI\IARD [ACH YEAR, AGAIN

BASED ON THE S()C I AL SECURITY COLA , TH I S

l^lILL LET SENI()R CITIZENS CONTINUE TO

RECEIVE THE BENEFITS TI.IAT TI'{EY HAVE COME

TO COUNT OI'I ,

THERE ARE TWO OTHER BILLS PENDING

I N THE tlOUSE l^lH I CH ARE NOT SPEC I F I CA Lt Y

RELATED TO SENIOR CITIZENS, BtJT TIIAT I

TH I NK YC)U'LL BE I NTERESTEN I N .

THE FIRST IS A PROPOSAL T(] EXPAND

TI.IE 9-1-1 EI4ERGENCY TELEPHONE SYSTEM TO

ALL OF PENNSYLVANIA, RIGI]T I,IOl,tr, IT IS

ONLY AVAILABLE TO ABOUT HALF THE STATE'S

RESIDENTS, MOSTLY IN THE LARCER CITIFS.

I F WE CAN EXPAI'{D 9- 1 - ] TC) EVERYONE ,

THERE I^II LL BE A t/luCIJ GREATER *EAFETY

lVlARG I N FOR F I RE, POL I CE, AND AlVlBULAt\ICE

CALLS.
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THE LAST B I I-L I hIAt\IT TO IVIENT I ON I S

ONE THAT I^IOU LD REOU I RE CONSUIVIER COI\ITRA CTS

TO BE 1,,IRITTEI\ It\I PLAIN LANGUAGE, lVIAKING

THEt\i EAS I ER TO READ AND UNDERSTAND ,

l\|CT Cl\!I-Y hIC}IILD CONTRACTS HAVE T() RE

I,iR I TTEN I hI S I MPLE LANGUAGE AND AVt) I D

CCIVIPL I CATFD CROSS-REFERENCES , BUT THE

TYPE S IZE I'IOULD HAVE TO BE LARGE ENOUGH

AND THE I NK DARK ENOI]GH TC) READ EAS I LY.

THIS I,{OUI-D BENEFIT ALL CONSUMERS,

BIlT ESPECIALLY SENIOR CITIZEI'IS, BY

IV]AKING IT EASIER TO KNOl^l I,IHAT YOU ARE

ABC)UT TO S I GN YOIJR NAlVlF. TO .

I TH I NK I 'VE TALKED LONG ENOUGH ,

BUT I F YOI.J 1,l0UL f) t I KE T0 ASK ANY

OUESTIONS, I'LL BE HAPPY TC ANSIIIER THEYI .

YOU CAIi GET IVI(.)RE INFOR[!ATI(]N ABOIJT ALL

THE B I LLS I 'VE TALKED ABOUT FROIVI lVlY

OFFICE. TI"!Al\!K YClU VERY IV!UCH FOR BEING

SUCH A KIND AUDIENCE.

\


