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REP. THO|VIAS TANGRETTI REIVIA RKS

FLAG DAY, JUNE 14, 1989

I AIVI PLEASED TO BE W I TH YOU TODAY

ON THE DAY SET AS I DE TO HONOR OUR FLAG

AND, I N SO DO I NG, TO HONOR OUR COUNTRY ,

OUR FLAG HAS BEEN G IVEN IVIANY NAIVIES

OVER THE YEARS THE STAR-SPANGLED

BANNER OLD GLORY THE STARS AND

STRIPES, JUST TO NAI'{E A FEW.

BUT I TH I NK WE I^IOULD ALL AGREE THAT

BY ANY NAIVIE, IT CERTAINLY IS A GRAND OLD

FLAG,

IVIORE THAN PERHAPS ANY OTHER FLAG I N

THE l^l0RLD ,. TH I S RED , t,.IH I TE AND BLUE

BANNER IS CLOSELY TIED TO THE HISTORY OF

THE COUIITRY I T REPRESENTS ,
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WHEN THE COLON I STS DECLARTD THE I R

I NDEPENDENCE FROIVI IVIOTHER ENGLAND AND

FOUGHT TO PRESERVE I T , THEY CARR I ED THE

FIRST VERSION OF THIS FLAG,

AND WHEN l^lE HAD TO F I GHT AGA I N I N

THE I^lAR OF 1812, TH I S FLAG l^lAS THERE,

BATTERED AND TORN , AND I T SO I NSP I RED

FRANC I S SCOTT KEY THAT HE I^IROTE DOllIN THE

l^l0RDS 0F "THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER",

AND DURING THE hIAR BETWEEN THE

STATES, TH I S FLAG STOOD FOR THE UN I ON,

FOR THE PRESERVATI ON OF ONE S I NGLE

NAT I ON UNDER GOD , l^l I TH EOUAL R I GHTS F()R

ALL PEOPLE,

l^l i TH THE SUCCESSFUL RESOLUT I ON OF

THAT CONFL I CT, AMERI CA STOOD READY TO

TAKE ITS PLACE ON THE l^lORLD STAGE AND

I NDEED l^lAS FORCED TO WHEN THE FORCES OF

REPRESS ION AND lvlI L ITARI SlVl IRI ED TO

OVERRUN EUROPE AND THE PAC I F I C OCEAN ,
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BUT THOSE FORCES OF EVIL SAW A NEI^I

FLAG ON THE HORIZON THIS FLAG, AND

THEY FOUND THE IVIEN l,lHO FOUGHT UNDER I T

TO BE THE MOST DETERMINED OPPONENTS THEY

HAD EVER FACED.

AlVlER I CA AND HER A LL I ES I,ION BOTH OF

THE WORLD WARS, AND I N THE YEARS S I NCE

THEN , TH I S FLAG HAS STOOD FOR HUIV1AN

R I GHTS AND PEACEFIJL ECONOIV1 I C PROGRESS

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

I T HAS FLOWN AT AIVIER I CAN EIVIBASS I ES

IN SUCH hlAR-TORN NATIONS AS N I CARAGUA ,

EL SALVADOR, THE PHILIPPINES, AND EVEN

NOI^I AS WE STAND HERE, TH I S FLAG I S

FLYING OVER.THE U,S, E|V|BASSY IN BEIJING,

CH I NA , WHERE THE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN

STAND I NG UP FOR l^lHAT THEY BEL I EVE I N AND

PAYING FOR IT WITH THEIR LIVES,
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AS AN AIV|ER I CAN , I AIVI VERY TROUBLED

BY WHAT HAS TAKEN PLACE I N CH I NA , BUT I

AlVl GLAD TO KNOI^I THAT AT THIS VERY

lVlOIVlENT, THE AMER I CAN FLAG I S FLY I NG I N

BEIJI[',IG,

IT IS A SYIVIBOL OF EVERYTHING THE

STUDENTS THERE HAVE BEEN ASK I NG FOR

FREE SPEECH, A FREE PRESS, FREEDOM TC)

ASSTlVlBLE THE BAS I C RI GHTS WE TAKE

FOR GRANTED HERE.

BUT THIS FLAG IS NOT JUST A WARTIIVIE

SYIVIBOL OF OUR COUNTP.Y. IT REPRESENTS

ALL THAT l^IE STRIVE FOR IN TIMES OF PEACE

AS WELL A STRONG ECONOIVIY, SAFE AND

HAPPY FAIVI I L I TS , GOOD SCHOOLS AND GOOD

JOBS, WHETHER YOU ARE A FARMER, A

FACTORY I^IORKER, OR EVEN A STATE

REPRESENTAT I VE .

I N SHORT , TH I S FLAG STANDS FOR A LL

THAT IS BEST IN AIVIERICA.
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BUT I^IHY ARE I^IE HERE TODAY, JUNE

14TH, AND NOT SOlVlE OTHER DAY. THE RIASON

TH I S DAY WAS ESTABL I SHED AS FLAG DAY I S

BECAUSE ON TH I S DATE I N 1777 THE

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ADOPTED THE FLAG OF

THE UN I TED STATES .

I N FACT, PENNSYLVAN I A l'lAS THE VERY

FIRST STATE TO OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZE FLAG

DAY. IVIANY OTHER STATES FOLLOI^IED OUR

LEAD, AND F I NALLY I N 1949 THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMENT IvlADE IT A NATIONAL HOLIDAY.

BUT EVEN THOUGH I^IE ARE CELEBRAT I NG

THIS SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY TODAY, T hlOULD

LIKE TO RECALL SOIVIETHING THAT PRESIDENT

I^IOODROW l^l I LSON ONCE SA I D "THERE ARE

NO SPEC I AL DAYS OF PATR I OT I SlVl ' THERE

A RE NO DAYS I^IHEN Y(]U SHOU LD BE IVIO RE

PATR I OT I C THAN ON OTHER DAYS , AND I ASK

YOU TO l^lEAR EVF-RY DAY I N YOUR HEART OUR

FLAG OF THE UN I ON , "
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SO I WANT TO SUGGEST THAT THE BEST

I^IAY l^lE CAN H0N0R TH I S FLAG I S T0 D0 ALL

WE CAN TO HELP OUR COUNTRY AND OUR

FELLOhI CITIZENS, BY INCREASING THE

WEA LTH AND WELL.BE I NG OF TH I S COUNTRY

AND HER PEOPLE, I^IE W I LL DO THE IvlOST TO

HONOR OUR FLAG.

I HOPE I^lE l^l I LL LEAVE HERE TODAY

WITH A PROPER APPRECIATION OF THIS FLAG

AND ALL THAT I T STANDS FOR , AND I F YOU

ARE EVER FEELING DOWN, IF YOU LOSE SIGHT

OF YOUR GOALS , I F YOU ARE WORR I ED ABOUT

I^IHAT THE FUTURE lVlAY BRI NG, THEN I HOPE

YOU I^I I LL REMEMBER THE SONG BY THAT G REAT

AIVIER I CAN COIYIPOSER GEORGE IVl . COHAN , AND

"KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE GRAND OLD FLAG. "

THANK YOU VERY MUCH,
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BUT l^lHY ARE l^lE HERE TODAY, JUNE

14TH, AND NOT SOlVlE OTHER DAY, THE REASON

TH I S DAY WAS ESTABL I SHED AS FLAG DAY I S

BECAUSE ON TH I S DATE I N 1777 THE

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS ADOPTED THE FLAG OF

THE UN I TED STATES .

I N FACT, PENNSYLVAN I A l^lAS THE VERY

F I RST STATE TO OFF I C I ALLY RECOGN I ZE FLAG

DAY, lvlANY OTHER STATES FOLLOWED OUR

LEAD , AND F I NALLY I N 1949 THE FEDERA L

GOVERNMENT MADE IT A NATIONAL HOLIDAY,

OF COURSE, THE ELKS CLUBS ALL

ACROSS TH I S COUNTRY I^IERE PROBABLY THE

S I NGLE IVIOST I IVIPORTANT FORCE BEH I ND THE

PUSH TO HAVE FLAG DAY tVlADE I NTO A

NAT I ONA L HOL I DAY .

FOR YEARS THE EI-KS LOBB I ED CONGRESS

AND THE STATES SO THAT I,'lE COULD HAVE

TH I S SPEC I AL DAY TO PAY PROPER RESPECT

TO THE FLAG THAT SYMBOLIZES OUR BELIEFS.
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BUT EVEN THOUGH l^IE A RE CELEBRAT I NG

TH I S IMPORTANT ANN IVERSARY TODAY, I I^IOULD

L I KE TO RECALL SOIVIETH I NG THAT PRES I DENT

I\lOODROhil l^l I LSON ONCE SA I D "THERE ARE

NO SPEC I AL DAYS OF PATR I OT I SlVl . THERE

ARE N0 DAYS I^IHEN YOU SHOULD BE lvlORE

PATR I OT I C THAN ON OTHER DAYS , AND I ASK

YOU TO WEAR EVERY DAY I N YOUR HEART OUR

FLAG OF THE UN I ON . "

SO I hlANT TO SUGGEST THAT THE BEST

I^IAY WE CAN HONOR THIS FLAG IS TO DO ALL

WE CAN TO HELP OUR COUNTRY AND OUR

FELLOW CITIZENS.

BY I NCREAS I NG THE hlEALTH AND

I^IELL-BE I NG OF TH I S COUNTRY AND HER

PEOPLE, WE t^ll LL D0 THE M0ST T0 H0N0R OUR

FLAG.
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I HOPE WE l^l I LL LEAVE HERE TODAY

AND ALL THAT IT STqNDS FOR, AND I F YOU

ARE EVER FEEL I NG DOl^lN, I F YOU LOSE S I GHT

0F Y0UR G0ALS , I F YOU ARE l^lORR I ED ABOUT

I^IHAT THE FUTURE lVlAY BR I NG, THEN I HOPE

YOU WILL REMEMBER THE l^lORDS OF THAT GREAT

AIVIER I CAN COIVIPOSER GEORGE lvl , COHAN , AND

"KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE GRAND OLD FLAG."

THANK YOU VERY IVIUCH,

I^IITH A PROPER APPRECIATION OF THIS FLAG


