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1989 lvIElvlC|RIAL DAY SPEECH (sHonl VERsIou)

y]AY 29, 1989

TONAY IS A VERY SPECIAL DAY A

SPEC I AL OCCAS ION lVlEIVlORIAL DAY. IT

I S t)N TH I S SPEC I AL OCCAS ION THAT l^lE ALL

BECOIVIE ACUTEI-Y AWARE THAT FREED(]I\I, .IUST

AS ANYTH I NG THAT I S PREC I OUS , CA RR I ES A

LARGE PRICE TAG, BECAUSE lVlElVlORIAL DAY

I S THE DAY SET AS I DE TO HONOR AlVlER I CA"S

bIAR DEAD. IT I S A DAY OF NATI()NAL

IVIOURN I NG .

BUT, lVlElVlORI AL DAY I S lVlORE THAN A

DAY OF NATI(]NAL IVlOURNING I T'S A DAY

OF REMEMBRANCE IT IS THE DAY WHEN

AlvlER I CANS , FROlVl A t-l- t^IALKS 0F L I FE , PAUSE

TO HONOR THE lVlElVlORY OF AIVIERI CA"S

GREATEST PATR I OTS ,
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l^lE HONOR THE MEN AND l,lOlVlEN WHO GAVE

THEIR I-IVES SO THAT lnlE, THE LIVING, COULD

CONT I NUE TO ENJOY THE L I BERT I ES AND

FREEDOMS THAT HAVE SO LONG BEEN A PART OF

THE UN I TED STATES OF AlVlER I CA .

IT IS IIV|PORTANT F()R THE UNITED

STATES TO HAVE A DAY OF REIVIEIVIBRANCE,

THIS t\ATION'S PAST, bIITH ALL ITS HEROIC

SACRI F I CES, SHOULD NEVER BE FORGOTTEN ,

FOR IT IS IN OUR N0BLE PAST THAT l^lE FINI)

THE REASONS THAT CAUSED OUR FOUND I NG

FATHERS TO IVIAKE THAT F I RST PAYIVIENT ON THE

CONT I NU I NG ACC(]IJNT OF FREEDO|VI .

I T I S I |VIPORTANT THAT I^IE REMEMBER THt:

I DEA LS THAT LET TH()SE EA RLY AlvlER I CAN

COLON I AL I STS TO TAKE UP ARMS AGA I NST THE

lVlI LITAP,Y lvlIGHT OF THE BRITISH EIVIPI RE lVl()RE

THAN Tt^lO HUNDP,ED YEARS AGO.
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I T I^IAS THE I R EFFORTS AND THE I R

SACR I F I CES THAT ESTABL I SHED TH I S NATI ON

TH I S I^IAY OF L I FE THAT HAS ENDUREI)tt t

FOR Tl^lO CENTUR I ES . ENDURED , BUT NOT

WITHOL'T CHALLENGE. BLC)ODY l^lARS HAVE

BEEN FOUGHT TO PRESERVE THE I DEALS OF

FREEDOIVI AND SELF GOVERNIV|ENT THAT ARE THE

FOUNDATIONS OF OUR BELOVED NATION.

YES , THE PAGES OF AIVIER I CAN H I STORY

ARE FULL OF ACC()UNTS OF F I GHT I NG IVlEN

ENGAGING II\I BATTLES AND GREAT hIARS I[!

THE NAME OF FREEDOM, ALIVIOST EVERY

GENERAT I ON OF YOUNG AlVlER I CANS HAS BEEI'{

ASKED TO ANSI^IER THEIR NATION"S CAt.L TO

ARIV]S. IVIANY ARE THE PAGES OF ()UR

NATIONAL HISTORY THAT HAVE BEEN WRITTEN

I N BLOOD .
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ALTHOUGH l,ilE DO N()T HONOR l^lAR, WE D()

RECALL WITH HONOR AND RESPECT THE

BATTLES AND THE I^IARS THAT THE HEROES OF

TH I S NATI ON HAVE FOUGHT, I N ORDER TO

PRESERVE OUR AlVlERICAN HERITAGE. AI\ID l^lE

G IVE SPEC I AL HClNOR TO THE IVlEIVIORY OF

THOSE l^lHO, I N THE l^IORDS OF ABRAHAIV!

L I NCOLN , "GAVE TI]E LAST FULL IVIEASURE OF

DEVOTIOTI . "

IT IS ON THIS DAY tVlElVlOR I AL DAY

THAT THE TREMENDOUS C()ST OF FREEDOIV|

REALLY COlvlES HOlVlE TO THE A|VIERICAN PUBLIC

AND IT COIVIES HOIvlE HARD.

HOW H I GH I S THE PR I CE OF FREED()IVI?

I F t^lE L00K A R0UND US , l^lE CAN SEE IvlANY

CE|VIETER I ES BOTH MILITARY AND

CIVILIAN

FREEDOM FIGHTERS.

FILLED WITH AIvlERICA"S
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HOI^I HI(:H IS THE PRICE OF FREEDO|VI?

I F I^IE TH I NK F()R A IvlOlvlENT, I^IE CAN P I CTURE

HALLOI^IED PLACES I N FORE I GN LANDS

WHITE CROSSES ROld UPON ROl^l, A TERRIBLE

PR I CE TO PAY I F FREEDOIVI FA I LS BUT A

SlVlALL PR I CE TO PAY I F THE I^lORLD CAN

EVENTLJA L LY BE F REE ,

I F I^IE REMEMBER THE WORDS OF THOIvIAS

JEFFEP.S()N "ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS THE

PRI CE OF LIBERTY" THEN l^lE CAN SEE

THAT A ONCE-A-YEAR AWARENESS OF FREEDOM"S

CC|ST I S NOT ENOUGH . AlVlER I CANS IVIUST

STAND READY T() DEFEND FREEDOIVI AND

L I BERTY , OR THEY lVlUST STAND REANY TC)

LOSE THElV].

MEMORIAL DAY IS DEDICATED TO THOSE

WHO D I D STAND READY , TO THOSE l^lHO

ANSWERED FREED()|V|'S CALL, TO THOSE I^IHO

GAVE THEIR LIVES SO THAT AMERICA IVlIGHT

LIVE.
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WE HONOR THESE IVIEN AND WOMEN

HONOR THEM BECAUSE THEY UNSELF I SH LY

FOUGHT FOR THE IDEALS OF THIS COUNTRY,

THEY D I DN 'T F I GHT FOR PERSONAL PR(]F I T,

NOR DID THEY FIGI"IT TO CONQUER AND

ENSLAVE OTHER HUIVIAN BE I NGS ,

THEY FOUGHT AND THEY GAVE THE I R

L IVES SO THAT ALL THE t^IORLD lvl I GHT

U ND E RSTA ND AND ULTIIVIATELY ENJOY THE

FREEDOM, SAFETY AND EOUAL JUSTI CE IJNDER

THE LAI^I ,

THOSE 1^lH0M WE H0N0R TODAY D I D NOT

W0RSHIP l^lAR, N0R DID THEY ENGAGE IN l,.lAR

S0LELY FOR THE SAKE 0F l^lAR, THEY F0UGHT

FOR A CAUSE . THEY KNEW THE D I FFERENCE

BETWEEN R I GHT AND I^IRONG AI\D THEY KNEW

THEIR CAUSE tr^lAs JUST,

ttl

BENEFITS OF THE AIVIERICAN WAY OF LIFE ! I t
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THERE I S NO BETTER l^lAY TO SHOl^l OUR

GRATITUDE FOR THE SACRIFICES AND

HARDSH I PS SUFFERED BY ()UR h|AR DEAD THAN

BY GUARDING AND PRESERVING THE

PR I NC I PLES FOR WH I CH THEY FOUGHT SO

VALIANTLY,

THE DECORAT I ON OF GRAVE S I TES HAS

LONG BEEN THE ACCEPTED CUSTOIV| FOR

IVlElVlC)RI AL DAY AND ON TH I S SPEC I AL DAY,

PEOPLE W I LL BE PLAC I NG SIVIA LL FLAGS AND

FLOI^IERS OF ALL SIZES, TYPES AND

ARRANGEMENTS ON THE GRAVES C)F VETERANS

THROTJGHOUT THE NATIC)N,

HOWEVER, IT IS BUT A TOKEN, A S|VIALL

GESTURE USED TO SYMBOLTZE THE IVIONUIVIENTAL

FEEL I NG THAT I^IE HOLD FOR THESE lvlEN AND

I^IOIVIEN , THESE B RAVE AIVIER I CANS hIHO STEPPEI)

FORI^IARD WHEN THEI R NATION CALLED.
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AIV|ERICA'S l^lAR DEAD ARE BURIED IN

HALLOWED GROUND. GRI)UND lVlADE HOLY BY THE

BLOOD THAT t^lAS SHED BY THESE AlVlER I CAN

PATRIOTS, CITIZENS I^IHO KNEW IN LIFE AND

PROVED BY THE I R DEATH , THE FACT THAT

W I TH C I TI ZENSH I P COIVIES OBL I GATI ONS AS

I^IELL AS PRIVI LEGES.

IVIEMOR I AL DAY I S TRULY A DAY OF

RE|V|EIVIBRANCE, BUT lVlElVlORIAL NAY IS NOT A

SALLITE TO THE PAST ALONE NO lvlATTERrtt

I.{OI^I GLORIOUS AND HOI^I RI GHTEOUS THAT PAST

lVlAY BE.

l^lE D0 l- I TTLE CRED I T T0 THESE

HONORED DEAD I F ALL l^lE DO I S PRA I SE ANI)

lVlOU RN THEM . T() G I VE FI.JL L CRED I T TO THE

SACRIFICES THEY |VIADE, WE THE LIVING MIJST

REDEDICATE OURSELVES TO THE PRINCIPT.ES

FOR l^lH I CH THEY F()UGHT AND D I ED .
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AIVIERICAN FIGHTING MEN, GENERATION

AFTER GENERATION, PURCHASED A LEGACY OF

FREEDO|VI FOR ALL AlVlEP'ICANS l^lITH THEIR

UNSELFISH, THEIR T()TAL SACRIFICE.

IT BECOIVIES OUR PERlVlANENT OBLIGATION

TO PRESERVE THAT LEGACY, THAT HERITAGE OF

FREEDOIV| FOR GEI\IERAT I C)NS YET TO COlVlE . I T

I S OUR SACRED DUTY TO PASS IT ON ,

UNTARNISHED AI\I] UNLItvlITED TO THE IVlILLIONS

OF AIVIERICANS YET UNBORN.

THIS NATION'S COIVIBAT VETERAN IS NO

COIVIIVION lVlAN , THOSE WHO HAVE (, I VEN

EVERYTH I NG FOR THE I R COUNTRY AND THE I R

FELLOW AlvlERICANS ARE TRULY AIVIER.ICA"S

NOBLEMEN.

EVERY lvlAl\ AND EVERY I^IOMAN I,'IHO HAS

HONORABLY SERVED TH I S COUNTRY I N TIME OF

I^IAR HOLDS A SPEC I AL PLACE tr N C)UR HEARTS .

THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED ON, WE COMMEMORATE

ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY.
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AS WE LEAVE HERE TODAY, LET US GO

F()RTH TO FACE THE FUTURE l,tI TH I-IEAD HELD

H I GH . AND LET EACH OF US IVIAKE A SOLEIVIN

V0l^l T0 RElvlEIvlBER F0REVER THOSE WH() HAVE

KEPT US FREE. [.ET US PLEDGE TO DO OUR

UTIVlOST TO KEEP THE FLITURE OF OUR

COUNTRY, OURSELVES AI\D OIJR DESCENDANTS

BRIGHT l^llTH THE PURE LIGHT OF FREEDC}IVI,

AND LET US RENEW OUR FA I TH I N THE TRUE

SPIRIT OF AIV]ERICA LET US BLESS THE

lvlElvl0RY 0F TH0SE t^lH0tvl tnIE H0N0R T()DAY

FOR THESE ARE GREAT AlvlERICANS.


