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TOIVI TANGRFTTI RElVlARKS

I L! SUPER I NTEN])ENTS

( USUAL GREET I NGS , ETC , , )

{'r$ fia
GOOD ,W. I'D LIKE TC) THANK YOU FC)R

THE OPPORTUN I TY TO SPEAK BEFORE YOU

lrnN r rio G
*TOftHT, ITISAPLEASURETOBEHERE. LT

F

Y FINI)

O T [VlE.

Sorw{
I HAVE WITH lVlE,

0hF4gUNT er INFoRIVIATI0N 0N THE CURRENT

STATUS ()F SPECIAL EDUCATIt)N IN

PENNSYLVANIA ., . SOlvlE BUDGET STATISTICS, . .

AND SC)IVIE I NFC)RIVIAT I ON ON S()lVlE OF THE

PROBLEMS FACING THE INTERMEDIATE LINITS,

THAT IVIAY BE ()F I NTEREST TO YOU .
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ALSO, I I^IAS ASKED TO SHARE WITH YOU,

A FEl^l OF THE IMPRESSIC|NS I'VE GATHERED AS

A FRESHMAN lV]ElVlBER OF THE STATE

LEGISLATURE. I'D LIKE TO BEGIN WITH

THAT,

I hlC)ULD HAVE TO SAY, IVIY F I RST FEl^l

IV|ONTHS IN HARRISBURG HAVE BEEN AN

(bnT,er,vL'1
IT'ST NC)T LIKEENL I GHTEN I NG EXPER I ENCE ,

Aou, 6rr*oLL{<
BEING A

I T' S NOT J UST THE Alvl0UNT 0F l^l0RK 0R

THE I IvlPORTANCE 0F THAT l^lORK , I T'S Nl0T

THE S I ZE OF THE LEG I SLAT I VE BODY , OR THE

I NTR I CAC I ES OF DEAL I NG I^II TH THE SENATE OR

THE GOVERNOR.
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I HAVE D I SCOVERED THERE I S SO MUCH

lVlORE TO I T THAN THAT . l^lE ARE NOT JUST

DEAL I NG t^I ITH OUR HOIVIET(]WNS . I^lE ARE

L()()K I NG OUT FOR THE WELL BE I NG OF PEOPLE

FRC|lVl ALL BACKGROUNDS AI\D SITUATIONS,..

FROIV] INNER CITY PHILADELPHIA Tt) THE RURAt.

POOR OF THE ALLEGHEN I ES ,

FR(]lVl THE ABANDONED Ct)A L F I ELDS AND

STEEI- lvlILLS HERE IN SOI.JTHWESTERN

PEIINSYLVANIA,,. TO THE FAST GROI^IING

RESORT AREAS OF THE POC(]T\OS,

JOBS , POLLUT I Ot\I , HEALTH CA RE , TC)O

lvluCH (:R0WTH AND T00 LITTLE GROt^lTH, WE

HAVE TO DEAL I^IITH ALL ClF THESE PROBLEMS.

AND TC) lVlAKE THINGS JUST A LITTLE

IqORE COIVIPL I CATED , THERE A RE 203 OF LJS ,

ALL TRYI NG TO LC)OK OUT FOR OIJR C)t^lN AREAS,

AND OFTEN T I ]V|ES , THERE JUST I SN 'T ENOUGH

M()NEY TO GO AROUND,
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AND THAT'S WHERE THE I^IC)RD

"COMPROIVIISE" CO|V|ES I['.I . D

IT'S NOT A DIRTY l^lORD, IT DOESN'T lVlEAN I

HAVE TO COlvlPR()lv! I SE IVIY PR I NC I PLES , I^IH I CH I

WON 'T DO , AND I T DOESN'T lVlEAN I HAVE T()

COtVlPROlVl I SE THE WELL BE I NG OF lVlY D I STR I CT,

WH I CH I ALSC) l'll LL NOT DO.

wE ftl-L Nnue 70
IT |V|EANS, . ,

tut:Kt( TbGca-/+€< 7a GeT-7VttJG|
" ,'A'}*HJ*H

ikncTuzt kJ€ fi// BauffirDoil{ frlr0
'ffi, WE

ffi
AS I SAID, IT,S NEI^I T(] lVlE, BUT THEY

TELL lVlE BY THE TIlVlE I FINISH |VIY FIRST

STATE BUDGET, I ' LL FEEL L I KE AN OLD PRO ,

I 'IVI NOT SURE I L I KE THE SOUND OF

THAT, BUT I'lvl LO()KING FORWARD TO IT NONE

THE LESS,
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I 'D L I KE TO G IVE YOU AN EXA|V|PLE OF

JLIST HOW UPLIFTING, YET DIFFICULT, THIS

JOB CAN BE.

IN lVlID FEBRUARY, t^IE BEGAN DEBATING A

REDRAFT OF THE PROPC)SE]] STATE ETH I CS ACT,

IIIHAT I SAI^I WAS IJEARt-Y

TI^10 DAYS 0F NONSTOP ACT I 0N , AS IVIEIVIBERS

A RGUED THE PP,OS AND CONS OF A VO LU|Y I NOUS

STACK OF AIVIENDIVIENTS.., HOURS AND HOURS OF

COIVIIVIENTARIES, OUESTIONS, ANSI^IERS,

PROCEDURES, PROTOCOL, THE ART OF VERBAL

TRUST AND PARRY, SOtVlE HEATED IVIC)IVIENTS AND

SC)IVIE GENU I NELY FUNNY lVl(:|IVlEt\ITS .

TWO INSTANCES STICK IN IVIY lvlIND.

F I RST, THE REPUBL I CAN LEADER , IVIATT RYAN ,

TOOK THE IVl I CROPHONE TO ARGUE AGA I NST AN

AIVIENDIVIENT SPONSORED BY (]NE OF H I S

REPUBL I CAN COLLEAGUES,
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IT hlAS A RATHER C

I
t*Dn\Ad 

t-
OMPI-J.mTED PIECE t)F

LEGISLATION, CAL.LING F()R AI-L ELECTED AND

APPO I NTED OFF I C I ALS TC) PUT ANY

I NVESTMENT, NO IVIATTER HC)W SlVlALL , I NTO A

BL I ND TRUST I^IHEN THEY TAKE OFF I CE .

THE IVIATTER WAS RIDICUL(]US ON IT'S

FACE, AND tvlR RYAN SAID SO. HE POINTEI)

OUT H0l^l THE CURRENT tAW AI-READY REQU I RES

THOSE OFFICIALS WHO HAVE OVER A FIVE

PERCENT STAKE I N ANY PART I CULA R COIVIPANY ,

TO PUT IT IN A BLIND TRUST,

THEN HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THERE

WASN'T ANYBODY I N THE CHAIVIBER THAT I)AY

WH O COIJLD CLAIlvl FIVE PERCENT OF ANYTHING,

EXCEPT PERHAPS REPRESENTATIVE SAlVl lVl()RRI S,

THE CHA I RMAN OF THE AGRI CULTURE

COIVllVl I TTEE, WHOIV] I UNDERSTAND HAS OU I TE A

HEALTHY PORTFOLIO,
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OF COURSE IT WAS SAID IN JEST, AND

MR, IVl0RRIS, I^lH0 IS 77 YEARS OLD, T00K IT

AS SUCH. HOI^IEVER, HE RESPONDED BY lvlAKING

AN OBSCENE GESTURE TOI^IARD THE lvl I NOR I TY

LEADER. lvlR RYAN I lVllVlED I ATELY

RESPONDED,,. "C)H, IT IS ONLY ONE

PERCENT . "

THE OTHER EVENT IIIAS OF A IvlUCH

D I FFEREI'IT NATURE . DUR I NG DEBATE ON A

PARTICULAR AIVIEI\D|VIENT WHICH W()ULD HAVE

LIlvlITED THE ACTIVITIES OF lVlOST FORIV|ER

EMPLOYEES OF THE LEG I SLATURE, A Y()LJNG,

VERY ARTI CULATE LEG I SLATOR FROtVl

PH I LADELPH I A STOOD UP AND PASS I C)NATELY

ANI] ELOOUENTLY SPOKE A ST THE IVIEASURE,

I^IHEN HE FINISHED, HE RECEIVED A

STAI\ID I NG OVAT I (]N FR()lVl THE |VIE|VIBERS OF THE

Ct+ir loUtl
Wn lozftrzt
a"" fr

HOUSE WHICH, I IV|IGHT ADD, IS RARE,
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HOWEVER, IT [-EFT IvlE WITH A DILElV|lVlA,

ON ONE HAND , H I S A RGUIVIENT HAD PO I IITETI ()UT

THE INSIGNIFICANCE OF THE DMENT, AND

I KNEW HE l^lAS RIGHT IN l^lHAT HE SAID.

HOWEVER, HIS EFFORT FAII.ED, AND I

t^lA S 0NE 0F THOSE t^lH0 V0TED AGA I NST H I lV| ,

I T WAS NOT EASY TO DO . BIJT I HAD TO BEAR

IN MIND THAT WE ARE DEALING WITH

PERCEPT I (]NS I^IHEN I^IE TA LK ABOUT ETH I CS ,

AND I^lH I LE HE IVIAY HAVE HAD A GOOD PO I t',IT,

THE BC)TTO|VI L I NE I S THAT THE PEOPLE MUST

PERCE I VE US T0 BE HONEST , lnlE CAN NOT

LEAVE ANY GREY AREAS, OR THE ENTI RE

PURPOSE OF THE ETHICS ACT l^llLL BE FLAWED.
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THERE WERE lVlANY C|THER AIVIENDIVIENTS

OFFERED BEFORE AND AFTER THAT ONE, B[IT

THAT ONE I N PARTI CULAR, STI CKS I N lVlY

lvlIND, IT DEIVIONSTRATED VERY CLEARLY, JUST

WHAT I T I\IEANS TO lvlAKE THE HARD CHO I CES ,

AND HOI^I IIVIPORTA NT ff VOTE CAN BE.

NOW , I N THE Ct)lVI I NG lvlONTHS ,ffirloo*'
FACE lVlAl\IY OTHER DIFFICULT DECISIOT\S.,,

PARTI CULARLY WHEN I^IE GET TC) THE BUDGET,

AND THAT BR I NGS UP THE I SSUE OF

EDUCATION, AND SPECIAL IDUCATION IN

PARTICULAR,

I l^l0ULD SIIPP0SE YOUR IvlA I N C0NCERN I S

FUNDING. I WAS A LITTLE SHOCKED TC) FINI)

OUT WE HAVE N()T IIICREASED THE LINE ITEtVl

FOR INTERMEDIATE UNIT OPERATING EXPENSES

FOR F[)I.JR YEARS , TH I S YEAR'S PROPOSED

BUDGET, ADDRESSES THAT LACK OF C(]NCERN ,

AND WE' LL TALK A L I TTLE IV|ORE ABOUT THAT

IN A MINUTE,
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I HAVE BEEN T(]LD THIS SITUATION IS

LIKE A CALDRON BOILING AI^IAY. AT THIS

T I lVlE , THE STATE BOA RD OF EDLICAT I (]N I S

REVI EWI NG SPEC I AL EDLICATI ON REGULATI OI\IS ,

A NRAFT C)F THE I R REV I Et,l I^IAS PRESENTED TO

THE BOARD LAST WEEK,

N(]W, TH I S DRAFT I S PROBABLY FAR AI,{AY

FRC)lVl THE FINAL VERSION, AND EVEI\I IF IT

WERE TO BE UNANIlVlOUSLY ENDORSED T()lVlC)RR(]W,

THE REGULATORY REV I EW PROCESS I,{OULD EAT

UP SEVERAL IV|ORE IVIONTHS BEFORE ANYTH I NG

CAN BE FINALIZED.

THE F I NAL FORlVl C}F THESE REGULAT I ONS

tr^III-L HAVE CRITICAL BEARING ON THE

SECRETARY OF EDIICATIt)N'S PUSH FOR T(]TAL

I NTEGRAT I ON C)F HAND I CAPPED STUDENTS I NTC)

REGI]L AR CLASSROOMS.
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THE STANDARDS l^lHICH GENERALLY RESULT

FROlVl THESE REGULATIONS HAVE CREATED SOlVlE

CONCERNS AIVIONG YC)U. THE STANDARDS TEND

TO SPEC I FY CLASS S I ZES, THE NUMBER C)F

TEACHERS A I DES THAT CAN BE UT I L I ZED , ANI)

S() FORTH . THEY ALSO DEF I NE THE

EXCEPTIONAT-ITIES INVOLVED IN SPECIAL

EDUCATIt)N,.. AND THIS COULD BE CRUCIAL

WITH REGARD TO THE I8 LEVEL F()R RETARDED

STUDENTS, AND l^IITH ESTABLISHING A BETTER

DEFII!ITION OF LEARNING DISABLED,

WE I N THE LEG I SLATURE ARE AI,{ARE THAT

LEARN I NG D I SABLED STUDENTS REPRESENT THE

LARGEST CATEG()RY OF STUDENTS I NVOLVED I [I

SPECI AL EDUCATIC)l\I, . , AND THAT NUMBER I S

GROW I NG .

{
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UNFORTUNATELY, l^lE SEEM TO BE ON THE

S I DEL I NES , ESPEC I ALLY hIHERE PROPOSED NEI^I

REGI.JLATIONS AND STANDARDS ARE CONCERNED.

AS TH I NGS STAND NOI^I , THE EDUCAT I C)N

COIVllVl I TTEES I N BOTH THE HOUSE AND SENATE ,

tVlAY NOT GET THE OPPORTLINITY TO APPROVE OR

D I SAPPROVE THESE REGULATORY PROPC)SALS .

Bt,cMrsc o l:
TM THE OUESTION OF THE

FUTURE OF THE I NDEPENDENT REGULATC)RY

REVIEI^I ColvllvlISSION. IF THE LEGISLATURE

CHOOSES NOT TO REI\IEW I T'S EX I STENCE UNDER

SUNSET LEG I St-AT I C)N , THE I RRC hII LL NOT BE

I N BUS I NESS WHEN THE SPEC I AL EDLICAT I ()N

REGULATIONS COlVlE THROUGH,
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NOI^I , IT IS GENERALLY ACKNOtttLEDGED IN

HARRISBURG, THAT WITHOUT INCREASED

BUDGETARY ALLI)CATIONS FOR THE COlv!ING

FISCAL YEAR, THE INTERMEDIATE UNIT

PROGfiflVl WILL SHOI^I A DEFICIT IN THE AREA

OF $90 lvlILLION DOLLARS BY JUNE 3OTII ,

1990,

THE GOVERNORS PR()PC)SED BUDGET FOR

89-90 TR I ES TO ATTA CK TH I S PROBLEIVI I N

THREE I^IAYS . F I RST, HE HAS PROPOSED A 6 .8

% INCREASE IN THE SPECIAL EDUCATION I_INE

I TEIV| I N THE BI.'DGET, THAT WOULD AtvlOUIIT TO

2?- lvlILLION DOLLARS, BRINGING THAT LINE

E

SECONDT-Y, THE GOVERNOR HAS PROPOSEI)

A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRI ATION OF ?5

lvl I LL I C)t\ DOLLARS FOR THE CURRENT SCHOC)L

YEAR, IVIor'rdcrq

NPp rcP ni tuTroNS

, B^.tr\*t S^;p P 
te h,tciuT r+t-

\z+s- ' WLQ'zrKLb b$')t tr^il '
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AND TH I RDLY, HE HAS PROPOSED 5

YEARLY PAYMENTS OF I? lVI I LL I (]N DOLLARS

EACH FOR THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS,

BAS I CALLY, TH I S AIVIOUNTS TO PAYBACKS T()

THE I) TS TO IVlAKE UP F(]R FUND I NG

SHC)RTAGES OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS,

AS I SAID EARLIER, THE APPROPRIATION

FOR INTERMEDIATE UNIT OPERATING COSTS HAS

REMA I NED AT 73 ,4 lvl I LL I ON DOLLARS FC)R

NEARLY 4 YEARS. I AlVl TOLD THE STATE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAS PROPOSED A 10

% INCREASE FOR THE 1989-90 BUDGET, BUT

THAT ADDITIONAL 1,3 lvlILLION DC)LLARS HAS

NC)T SHOI^IN UP I N THE PROPOSED BUDGET,
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AS WITH ANY EDUCATIONAL OPERATION,

PERSONNEL COSTS ACCOUNT F()R THE L I ONS

SHARE OF THE BUDGET, AND hIE ARE AI^IARE

THAT WITHOUT SOlvlE IVIOVEIV|ENT IN THE

APPROPRIATIONS LEVEL, THE INTERMEDIATE

t,N I TS ARE GO I NG TC) BE HARD PRESSED TO

MEET PAYROLL DEIVIANDS.

WE ALS(] ARE Al^lARE OF THE DTPARTMENT

OF EDUCAT I ON 'S TENDENCY AS OF LATE TO

l-or* L ><j,,"oa.LSa-ptt- r

RELY ON lVlANPOl^lER FROlVl 
f I ruTTRMED I ATE UN I T

N) Dr p1s ,)N D
Dtr' ,-, <- t I nt-s r\sWA'L'

PAYROLLS I N ORDER TO GET THE I R WORK DOIIE .

THE PERSONNET- COIVIPL I MENT AT THE STATE

DEPARTMENT C)F EDUCATION I S SERIOUSLY

DEPLETED, AND THEY S I MPLY LACK THE I{ARIVI

BOD I ES NECESSARY TC) I MPLEMENT THE I R

PROGRAIV|S. HOWEVER, IT SEEMS TO BE A CASE

()F ROBB I NG PETER TO PAY PAUL , AND I T I S

SOIVlETH I NG WE W I LL HAVE TO ADDRESS VERY

SOON ,



I ALSO
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AlVl AWARE TI]AT lVlANY

INTERMEDIATE UNITS I^IC)ULD LIKE TO INITIATE

MANY OF THE NEl^l , FEDERALLY FUNDED

PROGRAlv.lS, BUT ARE RELUCTANT TO lvlAKE t\EI^I

HIRES, WHEN THE RELIABILITY OF THE

FUND I NG STREAIV! I S UNKNOWN .

AS I 'IVl SURE lVlANY OF YOU ARE AI^IARE,

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIC)N I S CURRENTLY

I N THE PROCESS OF lvlEET I NG I^II TH EACH OF

THE 29 INTERMEDIATE UNITS I}!

PENNSYLVAN I A . THESE MEETINGS,

UNFORTUNATELY, ARE DESIGNED TC) STRESS THE

IIVlPORTANCE OF BARE BONES BUDGET PROPOSALS

BY THE I NTERMED I ATE UN I TS .
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H I STORI CALLY, THERE HAS BEEN AN

ANNUAL ALLOCATION IN SPECIAL EDUCATION TCl

COVER PROPOSED NEW PROGRAIVllVl I NG ,

GENERALLY , THESE NEl^l PR()GRAlVlS AR I SE FROlVl

NF.TERlVlINATIONS BY THE II"I C)R DISTRICT,

t^fl+tL*
T#ATTHEY ARE NECESSARY I N ORDER TO MEET

LOCAL REQU I REMEIITS ,

hlE KNOl^l THAT I N lVlANY I NSTAT\CES,

THESE DETERMI NATIONS STElVl FROIVI PRESSURES

BROUGI]T BY REC I P I ENTS AND ADVOCATES TO

INITIATE NEW PRC(jRA|VIS, OR EXPAND EXISTING

ONES.

THE ALL()CATION FOR NEI^l PR(]GRAIVIIV]ING

IN THE COIVIING SCHOC)L YEAR HAS BEEN PARED

DOI^IN SUBSTANTIALLY, AND IN PLACE OF NEW

PROGRAIVIS DEEMED NECESSARY AT THE L()CAL

LEVEL , THE SECRETARY OF EDUCAT I ON HAS

PROPOSED A SERIES OF NEW INITIATIVES ANI)

P I LOT PP.C|GRAIVIS TO BE FUNDED BY THE STATE .



22 FOR THE DISTRICTS AI\D IU'S, IF Y()LI

REFUSE TO I N I T I ATE NEW PROGRAIVIS DLIE TC}

LACK OF FUNDING OR STAFF, THERE IS A G()OD

CHANCE YOU l^lILL WIND UP IN LITIGATION

BROUGIIT BY YOUR CONSTI TUENTS .

I F YOU GC) AHEAD W I TH THE NEl^l

PROGRAlVl, AND THE DEPARTMENT DEN I ES

FUN]] I NG , THEN THE A LTERNAT I VE I S TO SEEK

ADD I TI ONAL FUND I NG LOCALLY , . . C)R TAKE THE

DEPARTMENT T(] LITIGATION .

ONE LAST AREA I'D LIKE T() TOI.JCH

C)N . . , DUR I NG THE LAST SESS I ON OF THE

LEG I Sl-ATl.JRE, A |VIEASURE l^lAS I NTR0DUCED,

BUT NOT APPROVED, PERTAINING TO

INTERMEDIATE UNIT BUDGETS FOR AUXILIARY

SERV I CES , AI\ID THE FUNDS THAT LAPSE FROM

THAT ALLOCATI ON ,

-18-

I REALIZE THIS POSES A SORT OF CATCH
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THE LEGISLATION WC)ULD HAVE PROVIDED

FOR THE LITILIZATION OF FUNDS RETURNED TO

THE DEPARTMENT C)F EDUCATION, THAT WERE

NOT USE]] IN PRC)VIDING AUXILIARY SERVICES

TO NON-PUBL I C STUDENTS . CURRENTLY THESE

FUNDS S I lVlPLY LAPSE AN]] THE I U'S HAVE NO

OPPORTUNITY TO lVlAKE USE C)F THEM,

TH I S IVIEASURE l^lOI.ILD REOU I RE THE

DEPARTIVIEIIT OF EDUCATION TO HOLD AI-L

MONEYS RETURNED TC) THEM BY OCTOBER 51sT,

TO BE RETURTIED TO THE I U'S ON A NEEDS

BASIS.

IU'S WOIILD ,FE THEfl SUBlVlIT WRITTEII

REQUESTS FOR EQU I PMENT STJCH AS VAI\S, A{8
k

THE IVl()RT EXPENS IVE TEACH I N(j A I DS TO THE

DEPARTMENT, t^IH I CH l^lOI'I.D THEN EVALLIATE THE

REOUESTS AND F I LL THElVl AS FUNDS BECOIVlE

AVA I LABLE .
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TH I S SORT OF LEG I SLATI ON I S VERY

NECESSARY, AND I EXPECT A MEASURE S IIVlI LAR

TO LAST SESS I ON 'S LEG I SLAT I ON TO BE

I NTRC)DIJCED S[)ON .

I SUGGEST l^lHEN IT IS INTRODIICED, THE

SUPER I NTENDENTS , THE FAlVl I L I ES OF LEARN I NG

D I SABLED STUDENTS , AND THE ADVOCATES ()F

SPECIAL EDUCATION, JOIN TOGETHER IN A

LOBBYING EFFORT. PUBLIC PRESSURE IS YC)UR

IVIOST POI^IERFIJL WEAP()N I N THE F I GHT FOR

INCREASED FUNDING. I I^IILL BE HAPPY Tt)

ASS I ST YOLI I N THAT EFFORT .

NOW,.. WHAT I HAVE TOLD YOU IS I^IHAT

IVIOST OF US I N THE LEG I SLATURE K[\IOt^l ABOIJT

THIS ISSUE. HOWEVER, I AIVI ALSO AWARE

THAT YC)U ALL MAY HAVE MUCH lVlORE

INFORlVlATION ON THESE ISSUES.



IF YOU
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FEEL I AM NEGLECT I NG

SOMETHING, OR IF THERE ARE CERTAII\I

PR()BLEMS OR I SSUFS WE ARE UNAl^lARE OF . . ,

PLEASE TELL lVlE, IV|OST OF THE LEGISLATORS

IN THE STATE ARE VERY CONCERNED WITH OUR

EDUCAT I ON SYSTEM . HOI^IEVER, I F l{|E ARE

lVlISINFOR|VIEDI t t t OR UNII\IFORIVIED, WE CAN NOT

DO I^IHAT I S BEST FOR YOU .

THE BUDGET HEA R I NGS HAVE ALREADY

BEGUN IN HARRISBURG, AND NOI^I IS THE BEST

TIME TO lVlAKE YOUR VC)I CE HEARD. HELP US

HELP Y()U BY IV|AKING SURE I^lE KNC)W THE FULL

STO RY ,

U,rqtb*tflhsory
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AS ALl^lAYS, WHEN YOI.J HAVE OUESTIONS

ON THE EDLICATION BUDGET, OR ANY EDUCATION

RELATED BILLS, SUCH AS THE ONE I SPOKE OF

lVlOlVlENTS AGO, FEEL FREE TO CONTACT IVIE. I F

I DON,T HAVE THE ANSI^IERS, I 1^lILL D(.| tv]Y

BEST TO GET THEIVI FOR YOU.

ONCE AGA I N, I 'D L I KE TO THANK YOU

F()R THE OPPORTUN I TY TCl MEET l^l I TH YOU

Tuffi, AND I F I CAN BE OF ASS I STANCE TO

YOt' IN THE FUTURE, lVlY DO(^)R IS OPEN.

THANK YOU.

##fia

op1 I l3 I B I 89 I t aNGRErr r / ruspEECH
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WESTMORELAND INTERMEDIATE UNIT
222 EAST PITTSBURGH ST. GREENSBURG, PENNA. 15601

PHONE: (412) 836-2460

January 31, 1989

,fr!)
Representative Thomas Tangretti
327 South Main Street
Greensburg, PA 15601-

Dear Torn:

Thanks very much for enthusiastically agreeingr to he the
speaker at our March L6, l-989 Legislative Council meeting. The
meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in the Westmoreland
Intermediate Unit Board Room.

Tom, we usually have from ten to twenty peoplef mostly
School Board members, in attendance. It would he good if you
could update us regarding educational developments in Harrisburg;
give us some of your perspectj-ves as a newly-elected
representative i and then open it up f or questi-ons .

The meetings are sornewhat informal and the audj-ence
congenial. They are, however, Board Members and will want to
make you aware of their concerns.

Again, thanks f or agreeing to corne and we look f orward to
seeing you on March L6 , 1989.

Sincerely,

uml

NIW

W
John Kristof , Jr.
Legislative Council
Coordinator

JK: aw

cc: R. Gene Malarbi

SERVING THE SCHOOLS OF WESTMORELAND
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Westmoreland. County T-ntermediate llnit Notes

General statement of gratitude for asking me to come

Make a humorous statements about them invi-ting a freshmen to their
meeting ttl am very honored that you asked me to come. Af ter spending
three weeks in Harrisburg as a freshmen legislator I have become very
humble, filled with humilitv and am astouncled that I am asked to do
snrgthing other than go get coffee.

Once Joe Markosek introduced the legislative delegation was
installing the virtues of having me as the newest members, he said a few
kind things and the bottom lj-ne that he reached at that point was to
explain hls extreme happiness was due to the fact that when we have our
caucus he no longer had to get the coffee. I think that probably very
telling. I am kiddine of course because I have been treated with the
utmost courtesy and respect even though the fact that we are ca11ed
freshmen we certai,nly arenf t treated as freshmen. Both sides of the
aisle and both caucuses staff executirre branch peop]-e have been overlv
helpful to the new members of the general assembly. Although T^re kid
about it alot I want vou all to know that that is the case.

Talk about legislatlve aspects of education that is pending
particularl;, perhaps as it rel-ates to IU. That depends on what Bob
Hollis gives me.

Pe::sonal aspects of a first-termer:

I have been around for a number of years on the poli-tical scene as
lrou all know. I spent som.e years with a congressman and was a local-
county official for two terms so I shouldnf t be surprised by any
situation that may or may not occur as j-t relates to the politicaL and
governmental scent in Harrisburg. But I have to te1l you this, the
differences between the processes that I was used to on the countv 1evel
and those that are of si-gnj-ficant in terms of accomplishing legislative
i-nactments is the difference between night and day. trrlithout getting too
modulate about it or corny or even egotistical- I believe that there
seems to be a sense of awe a sense of some significance of self-worth ln
terms of the drama.tic responsi,bility that has now been thrust upon vou
as a member of the general assembly. I guess this wil1, a.t some point,
wear off, I guess. I havenrt really had an opportunity to question any
senior members about how they feel. I suppose at some point I will, but
at this point in these early early days of my first session I can tel1
you that I f ee1 a huge sense of <lbligation to not on1-y read and
understand every piece and scrap of paper that crosses my desk which as
you can well imagine is almost overwhelming, but I also feel a sense of
heightened awareness of my obligations to you and other members of the
legislative district. Just to walk into the House chamber, the most
beautiful, ornate room I believe I have ever been into in mv 1ife, and
that includes the United States Congressr house, fi1ls you with such a
sense of pr:ide that you feel up for your accomplishments or of getting
there or of even considering those mementoes questions that we will be
dealing with, but rather the system itself , the wonderful decisi.on
makers, that 300 years ago who have the foresight and the capabilityr 8rr
intellect to write a constitution, a method of government that allows
free people to govern themsel.ves. And then to fulf i1-.1- that obli-gation
that manifested itself in those words drafted so long ago within the
confines of that room is overpoweri-ng.
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And that did sound corny and I know it, and I apoLogize for it, but
I really am inspired by being there. Certainly it has not been all
roses. I had very much wanted to serve very much on the Education
Committee. I had A1len Kukovlch whose recent election to one of the
Leadership positions pulling very hard for me and with Jim Mander:ino as
Speaker, I felt that I had a good shot, but in one of the conversations
with Jim about that possibilitv he told me on no uncertain terms that
although he would lj-ke very much f o:: me to be able to accomplish that o

he could not. There were too many members who have been around too many
years who have been wai-ting to get on that committee. So the vel:y f ew
openings that did exist were filled by those indivlduals and rightfully
so. I suppose that it is not an unreasonable situation. I am not
disappointed to the extent that I dislike my assignments, to the
contrary I think that the Labor Relations committee and some of the
heady issues that we are going to be dealing with as well as the Health
& Welfare Committee which deals wj.th some significant aspects of the
Commonwealth itself are golng to be things that I will be extremely
involved with in a very i-ntense way. So it would have been nice to be
on Education, but certainly Health & Welfare and Labor Relations arentt
bad either.

I think that there are going to be alot of issues that are going to
be under consideration on the House f1oor that any new guv on the block
is going to need alot of help with. It is not unheard of, in fact it is
a conlmon practice for individuals and groups, whether organized or not
in some formal fashion to express their opinions in a verv constructive
way to the 1egis1-ator about those issues and I would urge you to do that
and I am not limiting it to those members in the group here who are from
the 57th legislative district. Indeed ro, I would appreciate nor am I
limiting it to iust educational issues or IU issues, but anv issue that
you have some partlcular issue in, some knowledge about perhaps or just
happens to strike vour fancy and you think that something I have done or
havenft done that needs to be corrected, please let me know. Certainly
I have in my state of extreme humility at this point, I donft want to
turn down anyone I s of f er of assistance or suggestir:ns about how to do mv
.i ob. The only other aspect that I would add to this get ,together is
that you know that I have an office here in town, 8t the end of South
Main, 327 South Main and that I was very very fortunate in being able to
convince my 15 year working companion, Mrs. Romaine Truxe11, to come
with me and be my assistant here in the district. That process was not
an easv one to talk her into. Not that she did not want to do i-t, but
she has expressed on more than one occasion that she is tired of us
changing jobs so often that we havenrt been able to secure any pension
rights and that is a valid concern of hers and as a result it r^ras a
difficult decision for her to make, but the last final analysis, she
accepted the challenge to do the kind of work that I thj.nk she feels
good about a.s we 11 as I do . As you know we worked

I


