
House
Democratic

Pohcy

Co**ittee

CONTACT: James M. Dawes
C ommuni c ation s D ire c t or
Democratic Policy Committee
Phone: 71"7-705-2051
Fa,x: 777-772-9949
E - M ail: -i daw e s@p ahoa s e. n et

NEWS RELEASE
State Rep. Stephen H. Stetler

D-York
Chairm&r, Democratic Policy Committee

www. oahouse. com/stetler

Hqaring Hosts
State Rep. Tom Tangretti, D-Westmoreland

State Rep. Tom Tigue, D-Luzerne/Nlonroe
State Rep. Richard Grucela, D-Northampton

rffiffi@
Responc{ Frint Forwqrrd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Democratic Policy Gommittee continues study of stem-cell research

HARRISBURG, July 25 - The House Democratic Policy Committee today held its third hearing this session on
stem-cell research, according to Policy Committee Chairman Stephen H. Stetler, D-York.

Requested and hosted by state Reps. Tom Tangretti, D-Westmoreland, Tom Tigue, D-Luzerne/Monroe, and
Richard Grucela, D-Northampton, the hearing mainly focused on the prolife perspective and featured
testimony from Steve Johnson and his daughter Zara, participants in the Snowllake Frozen Embryo Adoption
Program; Stephen Webster, president and CEO of Nureonyx; Dr. Gary Friedman, trustee, New Jersey Stem
Cell Research and Education Foundation; the Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, director of Education for National
Catholic Bioethics Center; and Dr. Katherine High, director ol the Center for Cellular and Molecular
Therapeutics at the Children's Hospital of Pennsylvania.

"Stem-cell research is a complex issue that deserves to be explored from all perspectives," Stetler said. "Even
though pro-life members have a different view than me, I still think it is important to have this hearing trom their
perspective. Hopefully, a better mutual understanding can be achieved by having an open dialogue with both
sides of this debate, whether it is legislators, the public, or experts."

Tangretti said, 'Today's hearing demonstrated why it is vital to hear all sides of an issue, especially those that
are controversial. I hope members ol the committee now have a deeper realization of the pro-life perspective
surrounding embryonic stem cell research."

Tigue added, "l thank Chairman Stetler for having this hearing today, so the committee could hear more
testimony on stem-cell research from experts who understand the ethical concerns and the potential dangers."

Grucela said, "l am glad the committee was able to shine a stronger light today on the pro-life considerations of
stem-cell research. While scientific advancement can be exciting, it is critical to evaluate the ethical effects of
any research."

Stetler is co-chairman of the House Life Sciences Caucus. Tigue, Tangretti and Grucela are members of the
House Pro-Life Caucus.

HDPC's two previous hearings on stem-cell research were held Aug. 3 in Pittsburgh and Sept. 21 in
Philadelphia. Those hearings also included testifiers from both sides of the issue.
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Clory, Cynthia

From: Tangretti, Thomas

Sent: Monday, August 14,2006 8:42 AM

To: Clory, Cynthia

Subject: FW: added language to Act 66

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Red

For our prolife file.

From: Nancy Staible 
Sent: Monday, August 07, 2006 2:36 PM

To: Tangretti, Thomas
Subject: FW: added language to Act 66

Representative Tangrelti,
On behalf of Concerned Women for America of Pennsylvania, I want to thank you lor your principled leadership in
successlully inserting the added language to Act 66 that will separate Iamily planning services
Provision from abortion provision. Knowing that annual negotiations lor the insertion of this language will no
longer be necessary gives us great encouragement and poace. Though we continue to oppose the funding ol
Planned Parenthood with state tax dollars, we recognize this as a giant step loMard in that effort. Again many
thanks lor your work and votes on behall ol life.

Nancy Staible
Pennsylvania State Director
Concerned Women for America
PO Box 96
Zelienople, PA 16063
724-452-7325
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FebruarU t4, 2006

Rep. Stephen H Stetler
414 Matn capitol Bldg.
trIarrisburg, PA tTtzo-zozo

Dear Steue:

We thg yndersigned Members of the Demouatic Fro-Life Caucus are exmemelg
disappointed bi,y_ yaur unequal treatment concerning the Poilicy Committee's hearing
lgenQa abgut the contenttous embryonic stern eellfunding i,ssuL. As you know, on na
les1 than tltree oecosiorys Aou had indtented tho;t oui grory would hnue the opporttmttg
to:haye a hearing in uhich we would be able to inuie the testifiers os u)as aliorded the

\hgt.further troubles our Members is that this one-sided presentattom of the
slem cell debate furthers the misconception that the Democratic Ciuctts fut$ s;upports
the researchfunQtng for gmbryonlc stem cells. We understand the dffirence*of, o7a:tnlo*
on tkts matter but we belieue thnt a fair treatment of the issue- wauld dnlil haue
enhanced the public debate.'Houswei now that the Gouernor has announced. his
intgyttons to ftnd. a way to tund thls questionable researeh and our Policy Committee's
public st4pport for this posttion nout lurthers the public perceptian that all nemocrats
support this proposal.

There areJnany Members of oyr Caucus that belieue the uisest, safest and rmost
promising use of our preciotts tax dollars wouldbe to inuest in a&tLt siem cellresearch.
There is uerifiable_aid extensiue aeademie researeh to support such a positioi. Bi
once ag_ain, as uith the gun issue, our Caurl,ts is perceiued as one dimeniional. ?his is
not right politicallg or foii to alarge number of our Members.

We are requgslng that a_meeting b,e eontsened of a representatiue group of the
Pro'Lde Demacratic Caurl,lr. uith our l*adership to discuss tfris matter furlh"r.'

Sincerely,

',ThomasA,
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Date: April 3, 2@6

To: All House ,tiembers

From: Representotive Bobette Josephs

Subject: Embryonic Stem Cell Research

You moy not be owore thot llAorylond hos recently possed legislation to
outhorizethe use of stote funds to support embryonac stem cell reseorch.
Morylond will be the fourth stote to finonce the restricted reseorch with
stote money. Other stotes thot ollow the use of stote funds for this vitol
reseorch are Colifornio, New Jersey ond Connecticut.

My proposol, HB 864,would outhorizethe use of state dollors for embryonic
stem cell reseorch. How mony other stotes will show their compossion for
those who ore suf f ering with debilitoting diseoses ond conditions such os
diabetes, Porkinson's, Alzheimer's ond poralysis by funding embryonic stem
cell reseorch? How long will our constituents hove to woit for Pennsylvonia
tb off er them similor hope for cures?

I hove ottoched two newspoper orticles on this subject for your review.

ar,
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