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November 28, 1998

Representative Al1an EgoIf
Commonwea lth o f Pennsylvan ia
House o f Representatives
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Dear Representative Egolf:

You are to be applauded and lauded fo r the recent
introduction in the Pennsylvania House of Representa-
tives of the "student Responsibility Law'r. This is
totally appropriate and long overdue "

to
who

How much longer to Pennsylvania
shouLder double j eopardy/ taxation
refuse to " knuckle down" and get

taxpayers have
for those students
an education?

f am a ret ired publ ic educator 25 years o f
service and acknowledge that, for the most part,
the hands o f teachers and administrators are tied when
dealing with these incorrigible and obstreperous
hoodlums.

We have no children, but acknowledge
an educated citizenry. There is, however,
to what long-suffering taxpayers can bear "

CarL C

the need
a limit

for
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Thank you for promising to reintroduce this Bill
in the next Legislative Session.
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" Harlacker
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The Honorable John M. Perzel

Majority Leader
Room 110, Main Capitol Buil
Harrisburg, PA 17120
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Dear Representative

I am writing this letter to request your consideration of a bill that I have prime sponsored this

session. House Bill 1408 would require parental responsibility for the cost of alternative

education of their children who are expelled from the public schools of the Commonwealth. The
bill further provides conditions and procedures for the possible readmission of an expelled
student, as well as the educational responsibilities of the school district.

House Bill 1408 was unanimously reported out of the Education Committee on September 29,
1998 and has been laid on the table. Although I introduced this piece of legislation last session

(H.B. ll72) and it died in the Appropriations Committee, it has been considerably changed and

improved in its current version. The Pennsylvania School Boards Association supports House

Bill 1408.

I believe this legislation is important to our school districts and fits in well with our recent safe-

schools initiatives. I would appreciate your consideration of House Bill 1408 on the Floor of the

House of Representatives as soon as possible.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Allan Egolf
State Representative
86'h Legislative District
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For Further !nformation, Contact:
Thomas J. Centzel, Assistant Executive Director for Covernmental and Member Relations

Timothy M. Allwein, Director of Legislative Services
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80AnDS ASS0CrATr0r{

Pennsylvania School Boards Aisociation . 774 Limekiln Road . New Cumberland, PA 'l7O7O-2398 ' t717) 774-2331 ' FAX (717) 774-0718

TO: House EducaEion Conmit,Lee
SUB,lEef : Position Paper House Bill 1408
DATE: Septernlcer 28 , 1998

PSBA SUPPORTS HOUSE BTLL ]-408 WrTH AT{EIIDMEIiIrS

House Bill 1408 is a free-st,anding bill t,hat provides procedures
for student,s e)r;>eIled from school and authorizes school boards to
enacE policies f or readmit,ting ercpelled st,udent,s . Specif icaIIy,
HB 1408 provides t,hat school ent,ities are not, required to pay for
the educat,ion of any student, of compulsory school age e>q>elled
f rom a public school during the e>cpulsion period or L2 mont,hs,
whichever is Iess. Should a eourt deEermine that, parent,s or a
lega1 guardian of a child lack Ehe financial resources to provide
for an alt,ernat,ive educat,ion agrreeable to trhe school entit,y, the
school ent,ity musE provide the education for the st,udent,.

upon t,he errpirat,ion of t,he e>cpuls j-on period or L2 mont,hs,
whichever is less, t,he school entity musE, readmit the st,udent
subj ect t,o the terms and conditions established by Ehe board or
provide the sEudent wit,h an alEernat,ive educat,ion placement, in
anoEher school, Lhrough t,ut,orial or correspondence study or in
anot,her educat,ion program approved by t,he board. School entit,ies
must esEablish a policy governing t,he procedures for e>cpelled
st,udent,s to be readmiEEed. The policyn EL a minimum,- musL ine1ude
a leE,t,er signed by t,he e:peIIed st,udent, request,ing readmission tro
t,he school ent,ity and sEaEing that, t,he st,udent, agrees to comply
wit,h t,he t,erms and condiE,ions established by t,he board.. A1so,-thepolicy musE includ.e an informal hearing bet,ween Ehe e:q>elled
st,udent, and t,he district superint,endent or chief school
adnrinist,rator .

The bill also provides t,hat, no sehool ent,it,y would be required Eo
admit, int,o it,s regular school program a student e>cpelled. from
anot,her school ent,it,y, unt,i 1 t,he period of e>cpulsion has e:cpiredor t2 mont,hs has elapsed since the e>q>ulsion occurred, whicheveris sooner.

PSBA S s HB 1408. CurrenE Stat,e Board of Education
regul at,ions specify that school dist,rict,s must, pay for t,hecontinuing educaEion of st,udents of compulsory sehool unless theparent,s show evidence t,o t,he school dist,rict, t,hat, they are unable
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to do so. Practically, however, there are very few cases, if dny,
where t,he parent,s acLually pay for alt,ernative placemenEs. HB
1408 would have t,he courEs make the decision based st,rict,ly on a
family' s ability to af ford an alLernaLive educat,ion.

A3446 (Eqo.Lf,J PSBA supporEs t,his amendment, t,hat, more clearly
defines a process in which parent,s would be financially
responsible, if it, is shown t,hey possess Ehe resources, for
alternatively educating their e>cpelled child. In addition, PSBA
supporEs this amendment because it, would require trhe parent, or
legaI guardian, jointly wit,h t,he student, to sign a sworn
affidavit, sEating the sEudenE agrees Eo eomply with t,he terms and
condiEions of t,he alEernat,ive education program, Ehus increasing
parental responsibilit,y and account,ability wiEh regards Lo
e>pelIed students.



Robert J. FIicK, MEMBER
229 WEST LANCASTER AVENUE

DEVON, PA 19333
PHONE: (610) 688-8002

1610)344-7446
FAX: (610) 6886266

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX2O2O2O
MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING

HARRISBURG, P A 17 1 2O-2O2O
PHONE:(717)787-8579

FflX (717\787-57'13

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARRISBURG

COMMlTTEES

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
CHAIRMAN

COMMERCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
EDUCATION
MAJORITY POLICY

AMERTCAN LEGTSLATTVE EXCHANGE COUNCTL (ALEC)
STATEVICE CHAIRMAN

KEYSTONE STATE GAMES, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BI-PARTISAN MANAGEMENT COMM ITTEE
NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION CO.CHAIRMAN

I{ouse of rep resentotiaw

TO

February 13, 1997

All House Members

SUBJBCT: Alternative Education

FROM: Robert J. Flick

\

It is my plan to introduce legislation in the near future which would require parental responsibility

for the cost of alternative education of their children who are expetled from the public schools of
the Commonwealth. The bill further provides conditions and procedures for the possible

readmission of an expelled student, as well as the educational responsibilities of the school

district.

If you wish to join me in sponsoring this legislation, please contact nte office at 787-8579.
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