
Washington Steel Corporation
P.O. Box 494, Woodland & Griffith Aves
Washington, PA 1 5301 -0494
41 2-222-8000 or 800-765-4950

Richard B. Hoyt
Manager
Environmental Control

May 26, 1993

Representative Iro J. Trich, Jr.
Room 25A East Wing
Box 133

Harrisburg, PA 17t20-0028

Dear Representative Trich:

Enclosed is the information requested by you during your conversation with Mr. Charles
Hossack of Lukens, fnc. This information includes correspondence between Pa. D.E.R. and
Recmix concerning various uses of slag.

We are hopeful that recent conversations with Mr. Jim Snyder, head of solid waste for
D.E.R., will promote more sensible findings as regarding slag usage, but the issue has not yet
been satisfactorily resolved.

On behalf of Chuck Hossack, Washington Steel and myself, thank you for your attention
on this matter and look forward to meeting with you at our plant and the Recmix site as soon
as we can irrrange a mutually agreeable date.

If you or your staff have any questions regarding the enclosed information, please do not
hesitate to call me.

$lneerely,
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Washington Steel Corporation
P.O. Box 494, Woodland & Gritfith Aves.
Washington, PA 1 5301 -0El94
412-222-8000 or 800.765-4950

Richard B. Hoyt
Manager
Environmental Control

Representative I-eo J" Trich, Jr.
25A E Wing
Box i33
Harrisburg, PA. 17120-0028

June 8, 1993

Dear Representative Trich:

On behalf of Washington Steel, Lukens Inc. & Recmix of PA, Inc., I would like to
thank you for taking your valuable time to meet with us at our Houston melt shop & Recmix's

Facility on Friday,6-4-93. I would further like to thank you for your efforts in soliciting the

participation of Mr. Robert Grotevant of the Governors Staff.

As you know, the slag issue is very significant to Washington Steel & crucial to Recmix

of PA, Inc. While we had hoped that our recent contacts with D.E.R. Solid Waste Chief,

James Snyder would result in more reasonable and expeditious decisions from the Regional

Office, the most recent correspondence does not indicate that our efforts have borne fruit.
Enclosed is D.E.R.'s rather puzzlingresponse to Recmix's last request dated 5-25-93. Despite

verbal assurance from Mr. Snyder and what we believe is overwhelming evidence that slag is

a co-product for use as a mine reclamation buffering agent, the Regional Office continues to

delay a favorable ruling for Recmix.

While I'm sure that the Regional Office is acting to protect the environment and the

community at large, we believe they are overly conservative anci that the use of this materiai

is of no greater environmental risk than the use of mined limestone and therefore meets the

definition of a co-product per the applicable environmental regulations. Further delays in

appropriate approvals continues the inactive status of Recmix, it's employees & negatively

affects their suppliers and their customers.
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We appreciate your ongoing assistance in this matter and remain available at anytime
to meet with any appropriate personnel in an effort to restore Recmix of PA, Inc. to normal
operations. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions.

Sincerelv.

{2*}*tB.rH
Richard B. Hoyt
Manager
Environmental Control

bcc

RBH/ef

Enclosure

cc: R. Grotevant

P. Grandy
R. Heaton
G. John
C. Hossack - Lukens
W. Hursen - Recmix
A. H. Wardwell - SSIPA
R. Orie - Jesscp
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Dear Tony r

I au in recelpt of your letter dated June 4thr Eeeueeting
f ron Recmix r a * eingle doeument' r uith a courplete and eorrtsted
laboratory analyuir relat i.ve to tstatr metal conc*ntratlone and
calcluur eerbonete cqulvalency lnf oruret iotl, It ta rty hopt that
ontre thie material ie trecgived and revlewed r thet DER vi11
expedlte thelr rultng ao thet Recmix can oRee again becoue
operaL iunaI. *

Let me polnt out r t,hat gettlng Recmlx up and running te
important not only to that company (and itte 30-50 employees),
huE to lrlaahingtorr Steel Corporatlon os ueII. Stre ablltty of
thia major Epecialty ateel eoffipany to work directly vith Becurix
iE financially crltiealr if it io to remaln compet,ltlve on the
U.g. and ?tor1d marhet, lrlor€ than 800 joba are involvedr and in
I{ertern Pennoylvania every joh ie extreme}y lurport,ent.

f n cloelng r I sould urge you end the depert,ment, to reapond
f avorahly and promptly. Nst orrly la tt lmportant thet the
dialogue by all partiee remain so-operativer it ehouLd aleo be
noted that there 1g a elock tlcklng. Thgref,ore r tlure ls a
factorr Erd thue your Epecial attention and efforte riII be noat
EpprecLated.

thanklng you ln advance for your asslstfrnee ln thtg nratter.

I irrcerely ,

Leo ,f . Trich r Jr.
r-rr/bd

nobert erotevunt, Govetrnor'E Offlce
Yf ayne l{ureen r Recmi x
R i chard Hoyt r If aeh i ng t,on S tee I
Biehard tltyerc r tilashingBon Steel.
Boh Heaton r Heehington Stee1
CharleE HoegEch r Lukerrs
$enator J. Barf,y Stout
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July 6 , 1993

Anthony D. Orlando, Regional Manager
Department of Environmental Resources
400 Waterfront Drive
Pittsburgh PA 75222-4745

Dear Tony:

As a follow-up to our recent phone eonversation, I am hopeful you can
provide my office with an update regarding D. E. R. ts latest efforts to
resolve the slag issue confronting Washington Steel, Lukens f nc. &
Recmix of PA, Inc. Approximately one month has passed since Recmix
provided your offiee with a complete and corrected laboratory analysis
of the total metal concentrations and the calcium carbonate equivalency
information you had requested.

I respectfully request that DER act expeditiously and favorably to
Recmixts request. Every day which passes without DER approval for
this slag disposal places a greater strain on the operations of
Washington Steel and Recmix, both of whom are important industries
and large employers in our community.

I hope that your office will act favorably in the near future to resolve
this very important issue. If my office can be of any assistanee in this
regard, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

4---

ffi,ffik
47th District

T . Grant John, Washington Steel
Bob Heaton, Washington Steel
Richard Myers, Washington Steel
Richard Hoyt, Washington Steel
Wayne Hursen, Recmix
Charles Hossack, Lukens
Jim Akers, DER Legislative Liaison
Senator J. Banry Stout
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The Honorable Leo J. Trich Jr.
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
25A E lVing, Main Capitol, Box 133
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Rep. Trich:

{
I wantqd to let yqu know that I am borh pleased and

imptessed with the effort you have exerted on behalf of Washington
Steel regarding the slag issue with Recmix" f wf,s pleassd to hear
from Brucg Armon that it appears Recmix is going to be given B Bo

, a,head to receive our slag again. I do not believe that without yo*
1 '" intervention we would have reached this point. 
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Thanks for your effort
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