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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTM E NT OF TRANSPORTATI ON

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA I7I2O

January 29, 1993
OFFICE OF

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

Dear Mr.

Honorahle ltalo S . Cappahianca, Mernber
Fennsyl.vania House of Representatlves
Room 30, East Wing-Main Capital Building
Harrishtrrg, Pennsylvania 17120-00

caep})Kc c[.

Thank you for your Letter of January 72, 1993 regarding the
Seaway Trail Bikeway in Erie, Pennsylvania. As requestedn I woul-d be
pleased to provide you w-tth the Department's plans for implementation
along with the proposed des.ign.

As part of Lhe Interim Scenic Bl,urays Program, established by the
-[ntermodal Surface Transportation Ef f iciency Act ( ISTEA) of 1991, the
Department secured $452n800 in federal funds in I"FY 1992 to construct
Phase I of the bikeway. Phase f extends from the New York state line
to Franklin Avenue, a distance of 17 mi.Ies. The initial plans were
to widen the existing shoulder 2 feet to provide a 6 foot bike lane,
separated from the travel lane by striping. Tttis design is
consistent with the recommendations of Mr. Brown. After further
review of the project. it was determined that the existing shoulder
is not aclequate to accoflrmodate a bike lane. Therefore, the scope of
work has been changecl to reconstr.uct the entire shoulder to
accortrnodate the 6 foot bi-keway. This resulted in an $800 , 000
($640,000 federall$L6O,000 state) cost increase.

The Department's submittal of candidate prCIjects to the Federal
Highway Administration for FFY 1993 funding will include the
additional federal funds for Phase I of the bikeway plus funding for
Phase II. Phase II cons-ists of two sections. The first section
begi-ns at the j.ntersection of PA 5 and Alternate 5 ( I'ranklin Avenue )
in Lawrence Park Townshi-p and ends at Wayne Street in the City of
Erie. The second section begins at Peni-nsula Drive in Millcreek
Townshi-p and ends at PA 98 j-n Fairf j-eld Township. The length of the
two sections totals 9 . 5 mi-l-es " The estimated cost 1s $800 ,000
($640,000 federal/$f60,000 state) .

The remaining 20.5 miles of the bikeway has been divided into
two additional phases 

"

o Phase III fntersection of PA 98 to the Ohio state line in
Irairview, Girard and Springfield Townships. Length 16 miles. Total
Ccrst: $1 ,26A,000 ($1,080,000 federal/$252,000 state).
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Honorable Italo S. Cappabianca

o Phase IV Wayne Street in the City of Erie to Peninsula Drj-ve in
MilI Creek Township. There are two alternati-ves for this secti.on of
the bikeway. One is to contj-nue on the designated Seaway Trail on PA

5 and PA 5 Alternate. The other is to construct the bikeway on the
shoulder of the Bayfront Porl- Access Road" These two alternati.ves
will be evaluated and discussed with local officials prior to select-
ing the preferred alternate. tength 4. 5 miles. Total Cost:
$350,000 ($280,000 federal /fi]o.000 state) "

The Scenic Byways Program is an annual federally funded discre-
t-ionary program. As long as the Scenic Byrays Program exj.st, the
Department wiII continue to submit the Seatuay Trail Bikeway projects,
along with other candidate projects for these discretionary funds.

I have attached a map which identifies the ljmits of each phase.
f hope you find this information helpful to both you and Mr. Brown.
If you have any additional questions, please contact Mr. Dean Col-
Iins , Planning and Progranuning Engi-neer, in our District Of f ice in
Franklin, Pennsylvania. Mr. CoIIins can tre reached at 8L4/437-4383.

Sincerely,

Howard Yerusalim, P.E.
Secretary of Transportation

Attachment



ITALO S. CAPPABIANCA, MEMBER
- 1216 WEST 26TH STHEET

ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 1 6508.1 520
PHONE: (814)4s3-7639
FAX: (814)871-4713

ROOM 30. EAST WING
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17 1 2O.OO28

PHONE: (717)787-4358
FAX: (717\ 772-2284
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January L2, 1999

Honorable Howard Yerusalim
Secretary
Department of TransPortation
12OO Transportation and Safety Building
HarrisbuEg, PA L7l2O

Dear Secretary Yerusalim:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter I recently received
regarding the design of the Seaway/Bicycle Trail. This project hae been
of interest to me for over a yearr Ry initial correBpondence to Your
dated February 1O, t992 discussed the funding for this Project. Since
that time, funding has been procured, and the Seaway Trail has been
designated under the Scenic Bywaye Program.

The trail is at a crucial juncture in that the design and
construction of this bikeway witl determine its usage and attraction of
bikers to the Erie area. In his letter, Mf.Brown makeg a very valid
point that those who would use the trail should be consulted on its
design. We must be concerned for their safetyr 8El weII aE their interest
in the trail.

The Seaway Trail has great potential. I am hopeful that you can
offer me some information on your plans for implementation of this
project. I look forward to hearing from your and as always, aPPreciate
your assistance in matters such as this.

Sincerely yours,

ta Cappabianca,
State Representative

ISC/cmr

enc Iosure
cc: Robert W. Brown , Jr .
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^F'T(ONTIER BIKE SHOP
L712 West 8th St,
Erie, Pa, 16505

[814J456- 3

January 5, 1993

Representative ltalo Cappabianca
LZL6 West 26th St -

Erie, Pa. 16508

Re: The seawaY/BicYcle Trail

Dear I'Ir. CaPPabianca ,

I have been following the progress of the Seaway/Bicycle Trail
pro j ect which will extend' the itbilre-way" through- Pennsytvania via
Route 5. r am extremely hapBy, because it Eeema that this endeavor
will now become a realitY..

This pEo j ect rsould be a ma j or aecompliEhment f or the many

bicycting e-nttiusiaste in the Erie County area. It is not often that
our tax dollars are utilized in such a ecologically and

environmentalry "o,rr,[ 
manner ! Your ef f ortE are greatry apBreeiated,

but before the Seaway/gicycfe Trail construction begins, r would
like to express mY concerns '

r have been assoeiated with the sport of bicycling for over
twenty years, bcth aa a participant and aE the ort'ner of the
Frontier Bilre shop . I bel ieve that my concerns are the general
conse'Eu' of most cyJrists in this arla, r am worried that thie
itrif*-way" wiII be aisignsd by people- who arc not bicycligts r srrd

therefore will, nor unaefstand the needE of the serious cycllst - An

"x"*pf" 
is the penineula "bike path'r which through all good

intentions started out to satisfy the needs of the biker, but nolr

has generatJa into a recreation tiail. r can telr you from personal
experience that it is safer for any cyclist to ride on a highway
with a wide, clean shoulder than it is to mix with pedestrian
walkers, roller bladerE, and dogs'

The best bike-ways in this country are very simple in design,
because they are iust extensions of the roads shoulder ' They are
well marlrea, paved, and separated f rom the vehicular traf f ic by a
white tine.' rlis type of bike-*"y is _not only m.ore enjoyable f or
the cycrist, but mudn safer for u6tn the pedestrian and the bilter,
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becaugc it will ssparate the fastcr bicycle traffic f,rom the
walkers, ete. otr thc reereation trails.

Erie County has always been a great place fo! the bicyclists
whether recreational or serious, A well planned "bike-way" along
Route E wiII only enhance a fast growing sport, and it will attract
more and more PeoBle to our area.

Thank you for aII of your efforts in making thie project
happen.

Sincerely,
lil'Brw,*fbJr.Robert W. Brorrn,



COMMONWEALTH OF PEN NSYLVAN IA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HARRISBURG, PEN NSYLVAN IA I7IZOOFFICE OF

SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION

February 21 , L992

Honorahle ltaLo S" CaPPabianca
Hcluse of ltepresentatives
L?LG West 26th Street
Erie, Pennsylvania 165 Og 

, -._l__- /
Dear Mr. cappab d*= ft"(P'{-a,/

Ttrank you for the Brie County Legi-slative Delegation's
letter of February 10, L992, regarding legislative
desigmation of the Pennsylvania Seaway Trail-

ftre Interrnerdal Surfaee Transportation Efficiency Act of
LggZ provi-des for the establistrment of a national scenic
blrways progrem. Minimum criteria for t"he program are to be
recoiltrnended by an advisory cormnittee by June 1993.

The Act also provides funding and technical assistance
to states for the planniilg, design and. develolxnent of state
scenie hyoays programs in 8Y1992 through EYL997. A\Failable
funding nationwide is $f million in FY1.992, $3 million in
8Y1993 , $4 million in 8Y1994, and $14 million in H1995,
f.y1996 and. EY1997. Itrese funds require a 20 percent match.

An Interirn Scenic B1n*ays Program was established for
states which have a Scenie Byways Brograrn in place or have
established criteria for designating scenie hyways. This
pro(Iram offers $10 million in grants nationwide in fY1992,
Ey1993 and FYt994. It is unclear at this time whether
pennsylvania will qualify for the Interj-rn Program funds.
Guidelines for the Interim Program are expected to be
released. hy April 1-992 and should. clarify Pennsylvania's
eligibility "

ffie Department wiJ-t closely monitor the development of
these federal gruidelines and criteria to ensure that
pennsyl.vania receives the maximurn amount of funding that the
state is eligible to receive. I wiII keep you informed, of

&



any legislative action deemed necessary to strengthen
Pennsylvania's proposal for federal scenic b1n'lays fundingr,

Thank you for your j-nterest and. support.

$incereJ.y,

Howard Yerusalim, P.E.
Secretary of Transportation



A.Brtzz Andrezeski
State Senator, 49th Distrbt

IGrl W. Boyes
Repr esent atiae, 3r d District

Italo S. Cappabianca
Repr esent at ia e, Znd D is tr ict

Kenneth E. Kruszewski
Representat iae, 1. st D istrict

James R. Mery
Repr ese ntat iae, 5 th D istr ict

Thomas ]. Scrimenti
Representat iae, 4th D istrict
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ERIE COLTATTY LE GISIATIW DELE GATTOAT

of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly

e Howard Yenrsali.n, P.E.
of Transportation
th of Perutsylvania

00 Transportation and Safety Building
, Pennsylvania L7L2O

Draft of Legislation Perursylvania Seaway Trail

Howard:

you are trndotrbtedly aware, tutder date of Deeember

, 1990, the Seeretary of ttre Interior has desigmated
Pennsylvania Seaway Trall as Anerica'E 783rd

tional Recreation Trall. Moreover, a suPPly of
icial markers were provided $tith a certificate of

sigmation and ttre marker is registered wlth the
ted States Patent Office.

, ES the Erie County Iregislative Delegation, are
ed that the Secretary of the Interior has

sigmated the Pennsylvania Seamy TraiL. In this
, w€ are proposing the neceaaary legislation to

f icially legislate and desigmate turder Perursylvania
ttrat ttre trail of approximately f orty-six ( 46 )

Ies from ttre New York border to the Ohio border
Low PA Route 5, PA Alternate 5 and U. S. Route 20.

is our understanding
slati.on, it Day assr.st
are available from the

Erie County Legl,slative

that by proposi.ng tttis
in obtaining grant nonies

Federal government. W€, as
DeLegation, want to assure
amount of potential Federal
this legislative proposal.

uaximize ttrat the total
llars are strengrthened by

Feb:ruar'lz 10, t992



Ie Howard Yenrsali.n, P. E.
of Transportation

10, L992
2

would Like to thank you in advance for your kind
tion to this matter.

best regards, w€ are

Y,

- q b

o s. . Buzz
tatlve Senator

Di.striet

KWO,PE. Knrs
sentative Represen ve

Dis 3rd Dis

Scrimenti R. Merry

Dis t
Representative
5th Distrlct

J

4th

l



THOMAS J. SCRIMENTI
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

9 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTH EAST. PENNSYLVANIA 16428

PHoNE: (814) 725-8664
TOLL FREE: 1 (800) 962-2304

9 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
CORRY, PENNSYLVANIA 16407

PHONE: (814) 664-9126

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 96
258, EAST WING

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 2O.OO28
PHONE: (717\ 787-9475
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ia's Seaway Trail

uce legislation designating a forty-six mile highway
nia's Seaway Trail. The federal government recently
Ivania Seaway Trail as America's 783rd trail in our
rail System.

I government has recognized Pennsylvania' s Seaway Trail,
gnizing the Seaway Trail is necessary to ensure that

in a competitive position to receive additional funding
grants become available. New York State has aLready

ognizing its portion of the Seaway Trail.
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January 24, L992

Italo S. Cappabianca
ntative
apitol Building
ennsylvania 17 720

tative Cappabianca:

ng to support the initiative taken by the Erie
of Commerce and its Tourism Specialist, August P

gard S S e
b av D f und .l- ng pro

awav Tra l_ I P enn S IVaY n l-a and l-t S l- nc I u S l_ on
po S a I S ubm .l_ t t ed t o h e Fed 6 ra Ityw

the Commonwealth.

nderstanding that a house bill is
. Schiava's request concerning

being prepared
Seaway Trail

ts to Erie and the region in terms of tourism and
ent are many.

k your
r way.

support of this initiative and the house

in advance for your consideration and support on

S inc ere ly ,

Offi"" o[
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Pennsylvania
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The Honorabl
State Repres
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this matter.
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nature enj o

I would a
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State Street o Eti",

a

loyce A S.rocclrio, Iviayo,r



A,Buzz Andrezeski
State Senator, 49th District

Karl W. Boyes
Repr es ent at ia e, 3r d D istr ict

Italo S. Cappabianca
Repr ese nt at ia e, 2 nd D istr ict

Kenneth E. Kruszewski
Represe nt at iu e, 1. st D ist r ict

James R. Merry
Represe rftnt iue, 5th D istrict

Thomas J. Scrimenti
Represetttnt iue, 4th D istr ict

ERIE COUNTY LEGISLATIW DELEGATIOAT
of the

Pennsylvania General Assembly

February 4 | 1992

SUBJECT: Delegation Meeting: Schedule Change

TO: AII Members, Erie Delegation

FROM: Rep. Italo S. Ca,

Due to a conflict in schedulitg, and the possibility that
the House may not be in Session on Wednesday, I have been
asked to reschedule the Delegation meeting, originally
planned for Wednesday, February L2, to TIIESDAY, trEBRUARY

11, at 10 r 00 A.M. , ln mY offlce.

Again, Mr.. Ed Nolan of the State System of Higher Education
wiII be meeting with us to discuss the University Center,
at Edinboro University.

I am hopeful that this change will better suit everyoners
schedule. Please caII my office to confirm your
attendance. Thank you.



THE CONilEBSTOLIE OF BUSIfiIESS

January 21, 1992

Mr. Italo S. CaPPabianca
Representative 2rrd District
1216 West 26th Street
Erie, PA 16508

Dear Mr. CaPPabianca:

I would like to bring to your attention
information since my letter of November 21, 1991

Seaway Trail Pennsylvania- (Copy Enclosed)

I have just received a copy of Seaway Trail New York draft
proposal for federal funding under the secondary
Transportation corridors Provision of the u. s. surface
Transportation Act.

additiona].
discussing

to your attention in hope of your support
Trail Pennsylvania in any scenic byways

submitted to the Federal Government by

I am bringing this
to include SeawaY
funding ProPosaI
PennDot.

Thank you for your continued interest in this project'

YOT'R CHAMBER IS COMIIITTED TO COT{TINUOUS IITIPROVEDTENT'

EriesistiblY,

t P. Schiava
Tourism SPecialist

APS: d jw

Enc].osure

ERIE AflEA
CHAMBER OF COTIMEBCE

.1



Italo Cappabianca
State Representative
Second District
1216 West 25th Street
Erie, PA 16508

Dear Representative CaPPabianca:

On behalf of the Erie Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourist and Convention Bureau, and at the

advice of Mr. Vincent J. Dee, President of Seaway Trail Inc. New York and Mr. Carl Jester, Trails

Coordinator U.S. Department of the Interior and National Park Service Mid-Atlantic Region, I am

requesting your helpin sponsoring State Legrslation that designates a "seaway Trail" in Pennsylvania

*liich melts criteria according to U.S. Public Law enacted in 1-968.

I have enclosed the fotlowing to update you on Seaway Trail:

L. A copy of the invitation to The ceremony of seaway Trail.
2. Secretiry }vlanuel Lujan Jr.'s letter to Secretary Howard Yerusalim.

3. New yort< State Law designating a portion of the state highway as "Seaway Trail".

4. The Final Case Study for the National Scenic Byways Study.

Commonwealth Legislation will strengthen Pennsylvania's positioning with New York State's

"Seaway Trail" and 
-enhance 

our future positioning for Federal Highway Grants that will be made

available by pending Scenic Byways Legislation.

proper marketing of our Eriesistible Scenic By*ay and Natiolal Recreation Trail, will positively

impact economiC development and tourism development in_ Erie County. This designation is

consistent with and further enhances current bayfront development and downtown revitalization
plans that will launch us into the next decade.

Thank you for considering my request. If you should have an-y_qugstions or concerns, please contact

me at t-he Chamber by phone (814) 45*719L or by fax (814) 459-024L.

YOUR CHAMBER IS COMMTTED TO CONNNUOUS IMPROVEMENT

Eriesistibly,

August P. Schiava
Tourist and Convention Specialist

APS/kp
Enclosure

Eriesistibleo
The best things in life are here!


