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I{r. Howard yerusalim
Secretary of Trans$ortatj_on
Transportation & Satety BuildingHarrisburg, pA 17120

RE: T.$relve year fmprovemeDt progral0 for Lebanon County
Dear Mr. Secretary:

rn order to dernonstrate our continuing- concern for trarsportationplanning and hiohway aeveropreni-- --in' 
Lebanon countjr, we arecoLlectivelv wrifing to you t-o ."it.i.t" our sutrrport of projectspresented first to Distri;t 8_o 

"iti"i.r" -"nd sulseguently to thePennsylvania TransDortation a",*i;;i;;. The progrrauuning of theseprojects is crucial'not. onry t" tt"-rn"i"tenance of an acceptable 1evelof service to 1ocal residenis -""J*uiiiiii.sses, 
but atso to atrract andencourage the kind of economic sro,/rh *ti"i, "iii-"ii;; iluiio' counryto prosper. I{trite rhere..;;;;;-"iris}ri.v 

.improveruents that coutd beincluded in a ttwish rili',-=[.fI*1"a,*".iI'-wirl confine our comnents tothree projects which we- 
-i;;il; IEaristicauv be added ro orclarified on rhe rr^relve.iear--ilp;#.#;; prog:ram. our position oneach of these projects is ii.t",i-iI'ilii"*=,

L. ROIITE 72 RELIEF TIPGRADE A}TD ECO[tOiltIe sruur By virtue of astatus report etter rom D1Str -0 Engineer, I{r. Barry Hof fmanwe are pleased to reali ze that Route 72 continues to be a viableproj ect for Lebanon County. We strongly support the concept ofstructurally spanni-ng the rai lroad in the city of Lebanon, and thesignal improvement program would be most we1comed. These needs havebeen evident for deead.es, and. we are grat ified that solutions arebeing proposed.. We a lso feeI that the additional studies 1isted aspart of IvIr. Hof fman' s proposal shoul_d be pursued with enthusiasln.Certainfy a properly designed aud Iocated Route 72 can stimulate newand enhance existing economic development projects and pr ams i.nogrrLebanon County. We can assure you that the staffs of the LebanonValley Econcymic Develolment Corporation, the Chamber of Couunerce, and,the County Planning Depart:ne nt are wiII ang to work with pennDO{I tosubstantiate this economic stimulus. An additional component of theRoute 7 2 impr ovement package worthy of mention is the iI -78 . This project has appeared on
nterehange with
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the Twelve Year Program as a "2nd Four Yearsrr project since 1985. The
constluction of this interchange, coupled with the improvements
mentioned above, would a1low Route 72 to provide a necessary
connection betrreen interstate highways in Lebanon countY and the
Pennsylvania Turnpike .

2. RolIfE 501 ( sCEAEFrERstF(filr Slr-PfSS) - The Schaefferstohm By-pass
has been a priority with LebanoD County and PennDoT since the mid
1970's. Largely due to its location, design simplicity, modest cost,
and substantial regional and local benefits, it has remained popular
and conti-nues to be a high priority for inclusion in the Tarelve Year
Improvement Progrram'. This project also has substaatial economic
benefits on a local as weII as a regional basi-s.

3. EiASr-WEST eORRIDOR IIIPRS\rEEmS - Excessive traffic f lcivr on
east-west Routes 322 and 422 is probably the greatest traffic problem
in Lebanon county. After decades of discussion, design and.
controversy, the problem only worsens as the area contirues to
urbanize and pressure exj,sting travel- corridors. After seeking mrch
appreciated. advice fror PennDoT officials, a consortium of several
businesses, thi rteeD mrrnicipalities, ttro counties, and an Economj-c
Development orqanization raised, aPProxirately $55,000 for the
preparation of a special "Lebanon va1ley East/west Corridor Study".
this report was conrpleted. in 1991- and bas been sutmitted to PeDnDOt.
Hopefully this study is ample evideace of our corrnitment to an
eait/west highrrray improvement Plan. we remain optixistic that our
initi_ative wiff j ustity inc lusj-on of the studyt s recumendatj-ons on
the I\.re lve Year Improvement Proqrrarn. In particuLar, we reconsnend
inunediate prograruning of the following short-term projects as
specified by the Corridor Study:

Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route
Route

322
422
422
422
422
422
422
422
422

Shoulder Widening
Shoulder Widening

/naitroad St. Intersection Palmyra
/Route 117 Intersection PalmYra

Palnr'1'ra Signal Interconuect
Widen between PalmYra & Annville

/Route 934 Intersection Annville
/Lebanon Valley t{laI} Pavement tltarkings
/Lebanon City Interconnect signals

Furthermore, we feel that PennDot should proceed wit}. further
evaluation of the intermediate and long-term improvgloerlts recounended-
by this report ana- 

- ieriousfy conslder their 5mplementation as
r3"n:1;; solirtions 

--io 
reaucing congesrion and improving safety in

this east/west corridor .
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As a g-roup, we would appreciate working with the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportatj.on, District 8-0 officials on a regular
basis to jointly develop a viable transportation progr.Im suited to the
needs of the Lebanon '/aIley and conpatible vrith the overall
transportation needs of the commonwealth. l'Ie feel that it is crucial
for both parties to make a concerted effort to improve comrunications
in order to develop the rapport necessary to accomplish our mutual
goals in as timeLy a fashion as possible.

Respectfully yours,

aEor Davio Brighrbill Representa Peter Zug

Repres€rr'uative E ard LI Kre S Iilayor a v J. Eiceman

ArU*r*.H
i,{ I Iliam G. Carpen i6r

County Commissioner

Ph l_ H. Featirer
County Commissioner

C.L*J ?4- k-Lou@\r.
Euwarcl IU. Keener , Crty of Lebanon
Director of Public Works

ko Iriar e Swanger
County Commissj-oner

Mer tt J. rks Pres ent,
Community Lebanon Association

Thomas F1e Ids, C of Lebanont tv
c ve lopment Administrator

V g , President
ey Chanricer of Commerce

R r t:-er, E<ecut ve Director
Le VaIIey Economic Dev. Corp. Lebanon V

a
len L:-t-2, Past
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lhe Honorable Dav:.d J.
Room 543, Marn CaPrtol
Harrrsburg, PA t7t?O

(-l L7 ) A6 I -44-16
FrlX = (7 17l 8'b7 -(d91b

March 21, 1995

Brrghtbr.l, l
Bur ldrng

Re : SR+?C and 5R93+ I nt ers ect r on

Dear Senat or Brr ght br I l :

The ennvr I Ie Townshrp Board of Commlssloners would
apprecrate any assrstance you can grve them to 9et the Department
of I ransportat ron to lnclude a traffrc study and rmprovements to
the rntersectron of SR4ae wtth SR934 ln AnnvrIle Townshrp on

therr TweIve Year PIan-

lhe
Eng lneer

1f

Board has sent a request to Barry Hoffmanr Drstrrct 8-O
to thrs effect. F.t copy ls enclosed for your frles'

you have any questrons please contact o€.

Srncerelyt

{



Lebanon \ial le1, Col lege
of Perursl,l(ania
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Office of the President APh .{ iggsl

February 22, L995

David Brightbill
Room 543, Main Capitol Bldg.
Harrisburg, PA 17 120

Dear Senator Brightbill,

The intersection of Route 934 (White Oak Street) and Sheridan Avenue in Annville
Township has been of growing concern to both the Annville Township Commissioners and

I-ebanon Valley College. Vehicles traveling south on Route 934 approach Sheridan Avenue
at speeds which threaten anyone crossing at the intersection. This situation has become
somewhat more critical since the College found it was necessary to develop parking on the

west side of Route 934. Students, as well as College staff members, cross White Oak Street
daily to attend classes.

As a result of discussions between the Township and the College, the Township
engineers prepared a list of recommendations for consideration by Penn Dot. These are

contained in a copy of the enclosed letter. We would add to that the suggestion that rumble
strips and appropriate signage be installed as a quick and effective means to provide warning
to motorists approaching Annville.

We are requesting your assistance in whatever manner you feel is appropriate to move
Penn Dot toward an acceptable remedy as soon as possible. We prefer that this solution not

be delayed until we experience a serious or even fatal accident. Realizing that funds are

often not readily available for these type of requests, the College is also prepared to consider
an additional gift to the Township to help fund these irnprovements.

Thank you for your assistance. Please feel free to call if you have any questions.

S

ohn A.
President

Enclosure

REHidII

101 North College Avenue . Annville, Pennsylvania 17003{501 o 717 /8674211 . FAX 717 /f$7{f|ffi

,
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9{ous e of k?res entotiaw
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA

HARRISBURG

COMMITTEES

TRANSPORIATON
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
ON RAILROADS

COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

MAJORITYPOLICY
FINANCE

PennDOT District 8-0
12 Year Transportation Program

Testimony
by

REP. PETER J. Z{IG
April 6, 1995

1& PRINTED oN RECYcLED PAPER

) ,Wl'
\ s .f,'



THANKYOU FORYOUR INVITATION TO

TESTIFY BEFORE THE TRANSPORTATION

COMMISSIONI. ALSO, THANK YOU FOR

ALLOWING ME TO TESTIFY EARLY SINCE I

AM UNABLE TO BE IN YORK WHEN THE

LEBANON COUNTY DELEGATION PRESENTS

ITS TESTIMONY LATER TODAY. I HAVE A

PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED COMMITMENT.



AS YOU WILL NOTE, LEBANION COUNTY

IS UI{IFIED IN OUR REQUEST FOR THE

LEBANOhI VALLEY. T WILL PRESENT AN

OVERVIEW AS LATER YOU WILL HEAR

MORE DETAILS OF OUR APPLICATIONI.

I DID, HOWEVER, WISH TO EMPHASIS OUR

TJNIFIED SUPPORT OF OUR APPLICATION.



I a I

D THESE PROJECTS HAVE BEEN

PROGRAMMED AND BIJDGETED FOR STUDY

AND IMPLEMENTATION ON THE CURRENT

TWELVE YEAR PROGRAM. THIS PROJECT

IS STILL OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.



2. EAST/WEST IMPROVEMENTS THESE

PROJECTS HAVE BEEN STUDIED AND ARE

DESCRIBED IN THE I99I LEBANON VALLEY

EAST/WEST CORRIDOR STT]DY AS

PREPARED FOR AND FUNDED BY TWO

COUNTIES, THIRTEEN MUNICIPALITIES,

SEVERAL BUSINESSES, AND THE LEBANON

VALLEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CORPORATION. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS

EFFORT REPRESENTS THE KIND OF

REGIONAL COMMITMENT NOW REQUIREI)

BY THE PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF



TRANSPORTATION TO ELEVATE PROJECT

IDEAS ONTO THE TWELVE YEAR PROGRAM.

THE PROJECTS REQUESTED BY LEBANON

COUNTY CORRESPOND TO THE STUDY'S

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEAR TERM,

INTERMEDIATE AND LONG TERM

IMPLEMENTATION.



3.

REALIGNMEhIT SINCE 1986, EFFORTS HAVE

BEEN MADE BY LEBANON COUNTY TO

REESTABLISHTHIS I97O'S PROJECT ON THE

TWELVE YEAR PROGRAM. DUE TO THE

REGIONAL IMPACT OF AND ECONOMIC

BENEFITS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ROUTE

501 CORRIDOR, LOCAL GOVERhIMENT HAS

MADE A SIGhIIFICAhIT EFFORT TO

ADVANCE THE STATUS OF THE

REALIGNMENT PROJECT AND TO ATTEMPT

TO EFFECT OTHER SAFETY

ROUTE SCHAEFFERSTOWN



IMPROVEMENTS INI THE CORRIDOR. FOR

EXAMPLE, ON FEBRUARY 29, 1995,

HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS

AGREED TO PURSUE THE ''TURNBACK OF

ROADSII PROGRAM WITH THE

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION AS A MEANS OF

ELIMINATING A HAZARDOUS

INTERSECTION ON ROUTE 501, JUST NORTH

OF THE PROPOSED REALIGNMENT

PROJECT. IT IS HOPED THAT THIS TYPE OF

LOCAL COMMITMENT WILL ENCOURAGE

THE DEPARTMENT OF TIUTNSPORTATION



TO FINALLY RESTUDY THE ROUTE 501

''DOUBLE DOG.LEG'' INTERSECTION IN

SCHAEFFERSTOWhI AND TO INCLUDE IT AS

AVIABLEPROJECT ONTHE TWELVE YEAR

PROGRAM.



I HAVE ENICLOSED FOR YOUR REVIEW A

COPY OF LEBANOI\ COUNTIES PRIORITY

LIST.

AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME

AND CONSIDERATION OF OUR PROJECTS.



LEBANOhI COUNTY PRIORITY LIST

lST
FOTIR YEARS l. EastAMest Corridor & Route 72

(North/Sou th) Improy ements.

2.

3.

4.

A. Lebanon City interconnect signals

B. Intersection improvements & signal
interconnections -
Annville/Palmyra/flershey - Route 934,
Route ll7 & Railroad Street

C. \iliden Route 422- Palmyra to Annville

f). Shoulder widening Route 322 &
Route 422

Study the realignment of Route 501 in
Schaefferstown

Study improvements to railroad crossing -
Route 72 in Lebanon City

-5.

Study EastAMest Corridor intermediate term
improvements

All other improvements listed on current 12
Year Program

6. Candidate bridge projects submiffed in l g94



2I\I)
FOURYEARS

3RT}
FOUR YEARS

1. Implement Route 501 improvements

Implement Route 72 railroad crossing
improvements in Lebanon City

2.

3. Implement intermediate term improvements
to EastAilest Corridor

4. Study long term improvements for
East/West Corridor

l. Study North/South long term improvements

2. Implement selected long term East/West
corridor improvements
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April 7, 1995

Honorable Rick Geist
Chairman
House Transportation Committee
147 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Chairman Geist:

Thank you for allowing me to place a highway project on the PennDOT 1?-year
plan. This letter is a follow-up to my letter of February 27th

My project is the Route 501 lane relocation in Heidelberg Township, Lebanon
County. This project encompasses approximately 1.2 miles and was last estimated to
cost $8,000,000.

Enclosed, for your information, is my testimony from yesterday's hearing
regarding this matter. lt is my impression that this project will remain a top priority of
Lebanon County.

Again, thank you for your assistance in this important project.

Ve ruly Yours,

P R J. ZUG, MEMBER
102nd Legislative District

PJZljm
enclosure

cc Eric Bugaile

@ 
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